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FEB 2 1981 

S u n  t. Brannen, Faq.
Johnr ton, Brannen, Rank l fn ,  Roach 

6 Taulbaa 
23 Courtland Street 
P, O e  Box 327 
Ctateabora , Caorgia 30438 

This i r  in rafareacr t o  tba & a g e  in term of 
off ice  for the mayor and councilmmbarr of the Ci ty  of 
Statesboro in Bulloch Cotan-, Georgia, (Act Po. 109, Caorgia 
Law0 1366), r u b r a i t t d  to the Attorney General punttlnt 
to Sect ion  5 of tha Voting Right# Act of L965, a8 amended. 
Your aubmi~aionurrr c q l a t e d  on beamber 2 ,  198e 

Ve hava crrrofully revlaved the information that  
you have proridad us, a8 well 88 canavntr*prwtdad by
other intcrerted partier. C u r  anrlyrfa ravenla ehac 
blader conatituta about 40.7 parcant of the  populatiorr of 
the C i t y  of Strtoaboro. Althouuh r black candidate baa 
run for city council on a nuabar of occrrlonr riace 1965 
under th. ci ty ' r  at-large mathod of elactfaa ( u i t h  
staggered t a m  and majority rota and numbered poat
requirements), no black ha8 evar bran elactod. A n a l y a i r  
of election rettmar rewrlr t h a t  voting in tho c i t y  
generally f a U m  racial l i n e s .  Ye also noted that thfa 
chmgm ta fncreare th* term of of f ice  uar onacted 
iaserdiately following thm f i r r t  black'. b i d  for offLeo in 
1963 and durina period when, accordin8 t o  1960 Canaur 
data, black. apparz t o  huve conr t l tu tad  a maforiv of the 
c i t y ' .  populrtioa. 

The i nc raur  i n  terms of off  ice for tha mayor and 
comctl&ra, by Irorraaing the froqwncy of elect foaa , 
along uitb tha caatimxad utilization of a ryr tua  of 
vot lng rrhida fnc1pd.r maforlty vote ,  nunbered port., and 
at-18-8 aloction, anhrmcer the dfradvantqa  faced 
Slacks Ln areking t o  elect rcprosentativee of t h e i r  
choice. Xe hrps  a I ro  conridered the ac t ion  of t h e  City 
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the increase in tt- of efftcr for . thr m7o.r .ad toontilwrbarr 
froa tuo to four 7C.r tarma, th8 k t o m a j  - 8 ~ 8 1  m d d  
be willin8 t o  r f t h d r w  tho objaetfsa i n t a r p a r d  to&y. 

O f  couram, ar provided by Sactioa 5 of tha Voting 
Eight8 A c t ,  p h a m  tha r h b t  to re& a thclaratory
j u d g ~ r n tfros tha lhrited Statma Matxiet  C o u r t  fat the 
Dirtrict  of Co1UJObfa that thl8 b u  uelthat tha 
purpose nox wlll ham the effecs of  drsyiw or abribslnfthe r ight  to vote on rcccmat of rrrra, color or wrberah p 
in a languaua h o r i t y  y o a p e  tr dditloa, the hoadtrrea 
for the  Adminiatration of Soctioa 5 (aC.I.1. 51e21(b)
and (c), 51.23, and 51.24) pardt yam t o  rapmat tho 
Attorney C.ner.1 to racaaaidrr tha ob,joatiarr. X m r ,  
unt i l  the objacti- 18 d t h d r m  o r  the j ~ t ' * k a  
D i a t r i c t  of Columbia Coart obtain&, ef act of t hth* "s 
objection t h e  Attorney Genard i 8  t o  uh thr Lncraua 
fn t h e  terolr of office for myar couUcilrrhrr fra t w  
to four year t a m  legal17 taaafarcoabla. 

To anable t h i r  bepartsent t o  m e t  it@ roapoorFbfli~ 
to mforca the Voting R1gbts Act, p10.r. iaform ur uithin 
man- day8 of your receipt of thia lettor vbat ceur8a of 
action tho C i t y  of S t a t e a b ~ ~ o  to trlu tdth t88pectp1.m 
to t h i r  matter. If  gou htrr a q  qwrtiolrr tancera-
t h i a  I r t t e t ,  la... feel free to erl1 Carl Us Cabal 
(202-724-7439 !of orat 8t8f f .  

J ~ ?*Bm a t  
ActLw ArrL8taat Attorn- Canera1 

Civil R i g h t ,  Diviaiorr 


