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C i t y  Attorncy

:.i+I ' i e l f a l  r fCrccc 

.'*tr.;uet n ,  ;;aar3fa ;3CU1 


1 x n r  i:r. ?al;ui r c :  

':his is in rcfcrcnce t o  t h e  c h a n ~ s daf!?actLng 

vot irt; in c l ~ oCLty of h ~ ~ , ~County, Coorgin,~
t a n  ~?IcI:zQTIJ ~

~ i u l t ~ i r t e dto  the  Attorney General pursuant t o  Section 5 

of ~ I L ; :  ?Tur~nqR 1 1 . t ; t ~;ict 3L; I9li5, 8s nr.an(Icrf, 42 'J.8.C. 


G 7 c .  Your s u t ~ : f  ~ c j ! ~ ~ ~ l e ~ c J  3C.& . ?  ric :clt uri L'c?cm~bur 

!2 . .'.I ~!l~u;j!,yo noted i o ~ rrct;uub c for oxps$ircd

cot)sidur-stion, we llnva tccn unable t o  rasponc! tint11 


'.'ha aubnictcd cllnnjoa arc: Act  80. 1167 (11.3. Lo. 15311- .,.:'
(1980) ) ;)rovLding fox a 3aforf t y  votn scqulre~wnt;slectton . 
Jacc clroay,u pruaunrlt ta hcf :io* 290 (?'.S. tla. 793 ( 1 9 7 9 ) ) ;
chtr\f turn for ti-11: 3a)or p x a u a r ~ tt o  Act :io. 444 (:?.B. 
/ju. 033 (1977));  ti:ird tern for ~cmborso l  tiro c i t y  
c.sunsi1 ;md ~ n c - y c r rras Lclency raqulramont pursuant t o  

: k c t  i;n, 1303 ( i r , n .  1993 (1?7C)) l unlforitad toma for 
eouncLLnmbcrr purrrunt t o  hcc :La. 1328 ( t ! , B ,  150. 2005 
( 1 3 7 4 ) ) ;  elaction date charcqu iirlrauunt to  A c t  lie. 1049 
( \ : .S. 1 3 .  1580 (1972)) ; election.date chan ,u purauant t o  Act 
i : ~ .369 ( ) ! . 0 .  I;o. 241 (1969));  ?trr\lcipal oEcctFon contaot 
dutc?rrained by the  Srr arfor Co;~rcI;utruanC to A c t  Soe 98  
(i?. %. 403 (19(15>1. rnncxntionr by Ordinance tiom. 
&?GI. 4484. 4076 ,  490t,  4915. f,9??. 4335 and tho u r o  o f  
v o t e  rccordurs purauant to  Act ?a, 313 (a,?. hoe  454 (L9C7)). 

glth r w r d  to tho t h t e o  cloctioa Jptc changes, 

4 h . t  r~rsfna@meof mmfcf  pix1 olcctiun cotateute by the zjupcrior 

Court, t&i 'awm aaaaxatfcnr, cha urcs or  rote rocord8ra. 

:\nd fhe a u a a  te tk,tea Fn tllcj n u ~ b e rof tams irhlcl: 

pray t o  s a w  by the mayor and corurcilfiucbero, che Atcornry

irrrtara2 doar net  Intarpore m y  o b f e c t l s n r  to tlicr chrngea 

La :,ucatton. !!owcuer, ;ru fcel  a r a r p n o i b i l f  t y  ro 

cut  that SectLon 5 of rho Votiny. %i;:t~ta Act oxproeuE"'"'7 

dr~vlJ&& that  the IrLLuru ok t h e  hctorney General to 

L b j c c t  Rorra not hrr any rubqurrrrt  jirJicfsl ~acZont o  

ts:,lalu tizc anforccpwnt of ucch c;:an:;co. 




Inusc,uch az tbc! , ~ r o v t s i o nrclatir;; t o  ~i1,Fmitc:d 
CI:X,~I:: fo r  C Q ~ : Z C ~ ~ : ! ~ C ~ S ~ C ~ G\it i i t : l \  i 3  se t  Eortt: i i t  Act  Iio. 
13.2:. (I! .: ,;* c:o. 2 G C S  (1574)) kiln hcen 'suy.~~r.cc<:c~lby A c t  iio. 
G/+il (it.::. !~o, 339 ( 1 9 7 7 ) ) .  i t  is not: ~rccctlsaryt o r  ua t o  
~.d;.icF,t i ~ cmQrc Jf.EEtcul.t c;:u+sLln;? ;l*ctt;cr r:\i., s : f ~ p c i o na t  
r:.i:Si::icc?d terns iroultl c o n ~ c i t u c c;I v i ~ l n t i o nof Scc t iun  5 .  
:.t:r: f.';lrt: 31.23 02 ~ h c ?Frocclilurec ft;r thc  ,\d,:inistration of. 
:;c?cti~,~-:'3 o[ t l ? ~Vottn;t, ; : Q i i i t ~Act 0: L9G5, 3s aiaencfed. 

Under :,cction 5 ui f t ; e  'v'ocin; SifJxcs t.ct chc s t ~ b ~ i t t l i i ? ,  
aut;hority itan the k r d e n  01 pswLn?, tSdt  chnngea affectin: 
vc~ci;ry:scrc riot ;ii!o;~tctf rr:'.tii ii iil.?;crintoc tcry liurpose .%tlJ 
tl:.': t ~.!?c.irL:r?;alcrccmCJ t C o n  r r i l  l not: ! ;mc a <Lactfnfa~otory 
e2 t e c t .  !:co &err,v. fi_ic~~-~;_t;;r~-cg,4;j Let;. 130 (1576) , 
!!ili:er- ..-.- to2t1fx v. 'U'nircd_.._.____.Yt:ttcs.._.-- O!?C F. $ ~ p i ~ .l L 7 t  (C. D.C. 
1?7!!1-;*'-Tb?tirmcf!, 4 7  l ; . : : . ? . . k .  1291,(1J.S. I ~ c C .  4 ,  1971;) , and 
Ceorvtia v. !:nitq!l St+Les, 411 !?,::.521, (1972). Sec ~ 1 x 0Parc---
51.3rn) uf tlic Proccrtrizticr Psr ckc .'rilxixiistra~icrnof ?act Lon 
(4f. F e d .  licz. 873). :h'itk regard t o  t h e  ~ r a J o r ft y  vo te  
rc.t ,uircr:ant wc a r e  ucafilc to cor:c?udcr, that  c ! : ~ QcL.nn$c has 
n c i r i ~ c r3 c i i ~ ~ r i m t n ~ t ~ qpwi;o~ir)or u f f ~ c t .  

I-
'ric hava p,ivcn carcful c~naiclcrntiont o  ehc informifton 

you have providod us nu \dell as to commnte nnc! irrfornstion 
g>ruvidnbby other lntcreotcd p a r t i j a .  An cnalysle of kard 
rccurne domnstrct~ost h a t  v o t l n ; ~i r l  the City of huquatn
;~cncra l lyfo l lvws cr pattern of racially ;>olarizod votini;. 
iA',lt!iluu~!1blsrcita conacftute 4 3 . Y S  1~ercantof the  population 
oC the c i t y  (according co the 1370 t e n s w ) ,  only four of 
the sixtcun counci1n;ernhera are ttlsck. Cur analysis a l t o  
rcvctrlcd t h a t  evcn uone of t h c a e  blacl: candLdater who t.ave 
hrrcn ruccaaaful won only bccuuue of the! ylurality rcqufrcmcnl. 
'i'ilc?ruCora, on the Ira~fso f  OUT rcVJ.m~, thc odcptfon of t h c  
,;:ajority vat r q u i r a c n t  uculd A?ptar t o  ropressnt  
a rcrro@&+.8>m 0~the pooitf~na f  black. vrrtcrs.& 

i n a l y ,  and t o r  the raaeono scatud rrbovc, 1 
n!?!at, 0dr6:cfiilf af t h e  :,tr;orncy General, ubjact co thc 
in\y,oaitiort of tho majo r l t y  vocu r-cclulruient, c [~budiedin 
,kt So. 2167 (iT.8. 1331 ( ~ ~ ~ 0 ) ) .  

6 



S:~ould t h c  City cE r ? ~ k < ~ ~ ~ r t7;odi f ;~its o1ector;rl 
s g s t c c ~t o  afford ~ L ~ C Y :vvorern 3 fair fq;.artunFty to e l e c t  
c , ~ t j ? L ~ : a t ~ saf trkcfr c::oicc,  r:rt f ctornc; Cctlcr31 t : i lL 
ccnst?c.r  iritl;f!ra%rir:i; t l ? u  t l ~ j c c t f ~ n ,F'or exc>ple, t k c  city 
,r.;lly w i s h  t o  rrdoldt s k l ; i r L y  d r ~ k i tsizssle-xon;:)nr t'i.ucrZct ;:icr.. 
:;ci CLt-, of ~ e . t & r s l : u ~ ~,-.-:;i-y'12~-;z v 
.* ---.
. : \ i h ~ ! ~l f i ~ f l - ' 7 f ~ ~ - E ~ C T \ , $ 7 ~ ~ ) ,C C ~ C *,--.--- Y! 

f:i&.~>ii - ; tch~ant iv. ~ ~ ~ t ~ i - ~ ~ C ~ ~ a ~ , -
: : L - Q ; I B ~ ~  dra in  r;i:t;:.t,c.-:i!c;:.iz<t s .ifs cr 
i!lnck. voters scch ail u l : ; d x c u r , i ; : r  t 
z-i-;raort~blyr . y r r l v ~ l c ~ \ ctu .P.):cir 
r:.:.zrcforc caul< ;rovi;;o h t . r : 3 F s  fo 
O ~ ~ C C C : G ~ Iltcrc intcri~osed. 

;!f courne, fib ;rr*vi3c?d !;y Sccti.cn 4 of the 'Jotin6 
!:L:*,hts Act ycu !t;ivc t k ~ri::ht co 3 ~ ~ 1 . :;Id ~ c l u r a t o r yj u c i ~ n m t  
fro.-' t i le  $r.fct~c!' ; C C ~ C S  :: intricc C o u r t  fcr t h c  liiotrict. of 
Col!o:L.La t h a t  tho cnergo naither i ~ n schs ;rucposo nor vi lL 3hove tlie cf fect ~f t l ~ n p l ? r yor abrid3in;  the ri;r,k.t t o  ~ 0 t r 3  2 

on account of race, color cr ? : ~ : ~ S u r s h i ?in a low,uaze 3 
;~!l;lcrrLtypto\.tj;. la a\?rf',tior.~,t11e ?rocu:l\rrc?# for t ire 
!,43in istrafLor, Q C  5cc t  lo t?  5 ( S C C ~ ~ O Q51.4+1;, 4% Tat!. 3 ~ 2 ~ .  
~ 7 ' 1 )  p e r z f . t  you to rw,r:r:r;t c3u .~ttounr?yL'occral to reconridcr 
thc objccti~n, li~wcver, L L ~ Zt i 1  t h e  011jccfio11i0 wlchr!raun 
or tiic jud:..ir..~ilc :roc t;i?ti i:.ittrict; of Colu::bid C o u r t  i s  

.c;iltnincc!, t11ccf f cc t  o< t : :~?c b j ~ ~ c i u nhy thc hctorney
! : cnur .~ l  is t o  rfd..n tllc ' c l n j ~ r i t yvota rc'r!uir.mcont in Act  KO. 
i i ~ /('ii.3. 20. 1532 CL32C) lc;.,alL: uner,eorccoklc, 

To arrablc this t;c;lart~cl~tra sccct L t i i  ru8ponaibillty 
t o  enforce rna Voting f l i $ ! t r t  Act ,  ~lac l seirifors? us witb in  
tucnty days of your rccat2t of t h i a  Latter of the ccsurac a: 
aation t i le  C f t y  o f  Au;;uata plan: te take  ul th  rc tpec t  Cia 
c ' l i s  ;r.Ltttcr. If you havc zrly c;~~ccc i i l ccctmcernlng t h i a  
le t ter ,  please f cal  frcc t+:,cali C ; l r  1 !.! . :';o5r!l (21J2-7Lh-7233) 
o: a ir  staff. 

J a ~ a rP. Turner 
i ,ct lap, P.s a i stant ~ttornojt Canera1 

Ctvfl !lfi:!~ti rLvtatoa 


