
n. ~ h w r d o r eS O ~ W R ,  taq.  

Jones, Soloron, and Boakurigbt 

PO Oe BOX 467 

Alma, Gaorgia 31510 

Dear M r .  &lmonr 
' 

~ h i 8nferr to A c t  W. 204, HOB. Eo. 243 (1963). bid 
changes the number and r t b d  el.~tisrg --Irk= Of the M-
County, a~ , ~ o r t do~ ~iarrsrio-rr ita .ma w m  2elected by =Iia m i t i o a  W8 nqle-rrrkr  district. and or# at-&rg. 

=.thrm members e1ect.d at-1aq~efrar naidenc) di8t t ic t . t  Act 
No. 1177, B.B.  Ilo. 1901 (XSbZ), *hich pro+id.. for a nfemndd 
elect ion and redimtricting oF nrr idenq d i s t r i c t a t  A c t  1Lo. 470, 
H O B .  R o o  786 (1983)r Which i n m u a s  th. of 
I r a  three to f i r .  .ad piwider  for at-large alactioart  8ad Act  

. #o. 1054. I.B. 1683 (1984). rhidr incmuaa the ar?of-0 

cauim8ioaerm to sk. chuqer  to 8iagl-= diatrieta for 
the  election of cauirsionera mad f& a diamictibg
plan, s W t t 0 d  ta tb.A t t o m  Q.ur.f,pma-t to Mia 5 
oC the -ti- Right. &t oi. 1965, u m n l C l d p  42 0.1.C. 1973~. 

-1.-yoarracaindrr. 
 suhfaaian8 on *if 1984. 

tk in-tloak ham marribrod -fully =Zaa - -

p r a i d d ,
mriW otkr int.r#tmd glrtiea. A t  tb e t ,  w e e  
that, bae~m- &  am. act# m-id tk t.q.i.ik

-108nnae; the rut 1.grlly .a*-. p&a i 
tbr board ob cmduimm1~.In kern came -1) tha 

ei#tt--v p l ~radrr uhidr arrrn . r k m  rm elaetd 
f r a  rinpl-mbev airtricta a d  o w  r r k r  ru rlmtd at-
largm. Iw thoag tho higheat b f r d  glopr+im d -
d i8 t z i c t  b that. plan m a  21 ptcat, o a  al th.m a  dirtrict8 
(the DUtrict) - k i n d  54.2 proat d t& we.8 ' 

olatioa lad a lazge r orig of U. auw'm b h d  -ic.-popp o p a t  on. aouovmr; m a r  -1- 1s shew. that a f.irly dram 
8ma-rd.r district plan l ikoly d d h m  -miad 8 
d i r t t i c t  w i t h  r aigni f icrnt  black m j o r i t y ~  

am r~u amo or data -at. a 




r 
Act 204, Which toe* effect on Jan-ry 1, 1965,

reduc8d the number of couia8L9n.m frcr eight ro three and 
changed t~ at-large elections. According to o m  mlpi.,
racial bloc ~ o t i n gw u l d  a p p a r  to ai8.t ia  ma-8 ~ o o n g
elections. Since b h d t r  remer8nt.d only 13 p r - n t  d a. 
electorate on a countyride basi8, t h e  Q u q a  to at-18-
elections nec8ssarily red=&! their voting r t r r n m  &en 
capared  t o  tbe preexisting pXan, p r r t k ~ l u l y*an rimed In 
t e i  of the potential for bladt. ua&r 8 f a i r ly  dram nappor-
tiomant. such retrogression ha8 the ef feet aC haying or 
abridging the right to vote on account of race or celot, 
See Beer -v. United Stater,  425 U.8. 130 (1976). 

Act me470 (19831, although it change. the number of 
p i t i o w  on the board, continuer tbe at-large r t b o d  a& 
election and, for the 8- r8a-n8 dirar88.d rbonO1ilt.ri.e 
ir retrogressin.  

Under a c t i o n  5 af the V ~ t i b gR42Lti)  ACtr  t h  m u k i t t i - 3 
authority has the b=&n of rharing that  a rubdttod ch.ng. 
h u  no discriminatory purpoao or effect. -i8"*EieGkUnited States, 411 U.S. 526 (1973); rea 82m 
for  the Administration of Beetion 5 (28 C.P.1. Sle39(a)) .  
In l i g h t  of the circumtaacer iavel..d her*, I cannot conclude, 
a. I rurt ~ & r  that that bar&n haathe Votbg RighU A c t ,  

a boon rurtained 6 t h  rerpct to tho at-latga elmctioa 8ymt.r 
authorbed by th. act8 hem o & r  rabriraioa. Acootdiaqly* 
on behalf aL the Attorney G8mril; I m8t ob).ct to th. 
i-1-ntatioa d A c t  k. 204 ( U i 3 ) ;  Act k.I177 (UU),
and A c t  Ib. 470 (1983) inadat  u t h q  rttt-im or ~ d t  
t h e  U S 0  d at-18-• decti- h b.- -q. 

Of C W . 0  u -tUd &Utia S db tk FOti.19 WQbt. 
A c t ,  pw hm th., right to d 8 cbtchr8to~jodgrat fra th., 
United S t a t e 8  M a t r i c t  Cortrct for: tbe Matrict of - 1 .  tb.t 
the80 h~ mith.? tb.'-0 llOI dl1 Lm t& eff.6 
of -.Car .brid&ng Cb. r i g t  to vota a w o m t  r a a  or 
color. dditiaa, Section 51.44 of the g u i d . l & upxmit. 
yaa to rq-t that the Attoraw O.rwrrl l w a i & r  U. objec- -
tion. -r, -ti1 the object- i.dtbdrra O c  8 j d p a t
from the District of  Columbia C o a r t  i 8  obtaid,  tlY offact 
of the ~&M&iaa@ the A t t ~ m qOmtrl i m  Do rluM 204. 
(1913). lrct . D a  1177 (U82)* A c ~  470 (fS#f) 
unenfornable w i t h  mapact to.their atatborkiap tha um oC at-
lug. mhctions. 28 c.?.& $leg. 
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T.he A t t o m y  General -8 not interpore any objaeim 
to A c t  NO. 10548 HOB. MOO 1683 (1984)r nor to  Act k.1177, ? 

H.B. 190. 1901 (1982), inmefat u it doer not rcot&rlse 
uae of at-larpa electionr. Hmmr, r, f-1 r u g o m i b i l i ~  
to point  mat €ha2 Bactim 5 of tb.PDt- Wghta A c t  1.pte .a~
provi&s that the fail- the A t t o r a  -gal to abj.ct

'f,d o a s n o t  8Ub8-0lnt3d&~&.f.Ct t D a ~ j o - t k
enforcernt of rudr drang.8. 28 C.?.& SL48. 

LC you h m  any qumrtiocu, feel fmto orll CuSir. 
Gab.1 (201-7268388) ,Dim~tOfOf the 88CCIQII 5 W I t  d.-tbe 
vating section. -. -


