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W. Lut;hczt J. Ifrift;,Jr. 
Attorney for tho I;tlPxbertcm 

CLty  Sclrool b a r d  
503 Norrh Elin Street 
hwborl;on, lGort11 Camlha 28358 

This Sir in rct2erenco to  Chapter 498 of thc 
1373 North Carolha Session kwa, aad to t k  Lurnbext;on 
City School District annorrrticras, o u b i t t e d  to the 
Aetornoy Csncral pzrs;uant to  Section 5 of the V'othg 
Eights &kc of 1965. 'L'hio subraLstifon two c o a p h t s d  
On Apri l  2 ,  1375. 

Tire Attorney Genesxal alms not Lrrtercpuve 
cab3action to  Chapter 498 oE the 1973 North Carolina 
SessLm 'Laws, Additioa~1ly, the Attorney ~~1 
docs not fntorrposo os, nbj8alm to Chapter  636 oP 
tho 1367 North Carolina SesrrLon Lpvs, "B" Addition 
(South Lumberton). ibwaver, we faal a rcrsponsgbilfty 
to point out that Sccrion 5 oE the Voting U.@~tuAck 
of 1965 expressly prwldc?r tlat the Eiiilurc3 of the 
Attorney Ge~aralto objaci; does not bar any subsequent 
jutitcis&occicm to main the ea&ucemcnt of such 
cbnges, 

WUle 2A.a AtCorrrey Gmorpl does wt object to 

tile above changes, we are unable, bwvar, W reach 

a like cclnclusion w i t h  respect Co t b  xcwlhder of 

tho anrrexationa yau hsrva subfttad. Mtcr careful 

consideration of your orlg&nal sub&suionand the 




additional inK~aptntfoayou have pzwfifud; d a ~ g ~ a y h i c  
data raLat.lag co the C i t y  s i  Lmberron and Rc,boon C o u n ~ y :  
and intartnation provided t~rc 1Yw.m ocher aourcoa, we are 
unrrbb to conclude ttmc che anmxaeions kmwn as Barker-
l'an 19116 (Cbpeer 636, 1967 North Carolina Seseion Laws, 
"A'' Addition) ; hkawood Es'tatoar (Chztptar 638, 1387 idarch 
Cauo'ltna. Ses:;tan i.aw a6i sltrarded by Scrrs~koB i L 1  809 
Chapter 637, 1371 Nwrch Carolirur Souaion Law); and 
Crybum Pines and Country C l u b  (Ghap~sr443, i963 
i~orthGarolina Sassl.un LWO, as rcpcaled and re-bmictud 
by Ch:~;,tsz611, 1969 t.iorth Carolina Session h w 8 )  weza 
not ~ccornptishsdw i t h  n recul ly  dUcriPILrzatoxy purpose 
~r C ~ ~ C C C  

Ehcteasive rontacf w i t h  rnhurfty soup d e r s ,  
bvth blacks and M b n s ,  thro4p;hout Robeson Caur~Cy, 
Lndicacae rho existonco oC a racially diocxlmittntary 
:xsrpohie Wlind arznc3xatiano, .1,6., to assure chat 
~: l~act~lldrenof suburban whites could coatSnuc to 
atr.cncl City o i  Z,umhrtan S c W k a ,  rnrhet* than ntccndix~g 
Lira pcscfanaPrmntLy-siutsrity bbezean C w t y  Schools. 
We hsvtd xoccivad subsrane;j.nl evidence that the 
bo*~ncfsrissof chest sonexatfoxxi were ouclitwd i l l  a 
r:o~'lvolu~ad,mandez'lng iashioil with the r~suLet2ut 
b l a c k  sod Znbia~wwere virtually excluded t'rcrat the 
three rinncxz?eionn in question. Since aach area to 
hc anncxod ru;sulted t.n the: ~ u ~ t i o r roi' s new epoc ia l  
electorate for the purpose 02 v o t i ~in  the pttoi'erencLa1 
olecl;ior~on the questLon of annexation, ouch exclusion 
oi blacks and Indians h a clear v%olst.iva01 rho 
r'it'tecneh bendmane. fkmi.1lion v. i.1 nht:Cooc, 364 U . S .  
339 (136,?>, 

In vfed of tbse  ctmsi&.rraricms, eherotore, a 
behalf ot the Atwn,.ey WncrraL 1 r~uur l :  iatcrpoaa an 
i ,b joct i~nto tlmse srmexat;ionu born a@Barker-Ten X i l e ,  
L~kmocsdEsrater;, C'Lyburn Piner; arid Country Club, and 
co Senate B i l l  899, 



0 2  course, 33 p-rovidad by Sscclon 5 o i  CtUe 
Voting Rtghts Acc, you h u e  %he alternative al' 
.ii.r&Gi&utingactrora i n  cho UniLfzd Scacaa Zlfstrict 
Coust; tor  the Di6r;ri.ci 0,' Colmbia, ~;oritkic~ga 
bcchratory judgmont that zhe present submissioa 
~ O C Rnoc hnvci tha purpoac, and vt21 nor have tlre 
cf L B C C  ok denying 0:. nbx.Ld$lng the r l z h ~to voCc 
on account ~irace or C Q ~ O T ,  

J. Stanley Poctingev 
Asristaat A(lcMmay General 

CIvl.1 R%&C@ D%vbion 





.7 Cocu:zents SQk'-."" cuc t h e  i e g a i  I;o~;ldarF2s 02L L ~ , ~ , ~  

cnch of cl:c s u b d i v i s o n s  annexed i n  wholc .  o r  Fil ?arc .  

4 .  Thf:  c1 ,~r r2n tp c ~ u l n t l o n ,by r a c e  ( ~ ! ? i t e ,b l ~ c ! ~ ,  
:la t ;_vci\;r;crican) Eor cl ich of r!ic s u'Sn:i ts t c d  anne;ratFur:s. 

5 .  Copies  of  corresy;ondcncc  b e c ~ r c c n  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  
:or a n n e x a t i o n ,  t h e  Luiiibcrcon C i t y  Schoo l  Z i s c r i c L ,  a n d / o r  
mcnbcrs of t h e  !!arch C a r o l i n a  legislature r e l a t i n g  t o  
tile annc::ations. 

G .  C O ~ I ~ C S  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p e r t a i n i n s  t o  chcof 

p r c p o s e d  S a d d l c t r c c  area a n n e s a t i o n .  


O f  c o u r s e ,  S e c t i o n  5 p e r m i t s  you t o  s c e k  a 
d e c l z r a t o r y  juclgl;..?nt f r o n  the Uni ted  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c c  
i 'ourc f o r  t l lc  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia t h a t  t h e s e  changes 
have n e i t h e r  t h e  p u r p o s e  n o r  w i l l  have t h e  e f f e c t  o f  
d c r i y i ~ l ; o r  nbriclginp, t11c r i g h t  t o  v o t e  on accounr  of r a c e ,  
c o l o r  o r  mc~ilbcrsirip i n  a 1an ; :~agc  m i n o r i t y  g roup ,  
i r r c s y e c t i v e  of whe the r  t h e  changes  have p r e v i o u s l y  been  
s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  A t t o r n e y  C c n c r a l .  As p r e v i o u s l y  n o t c d ,  
u n t i l  such  a jucil;ir;cnt i s  r c n d e r c d  by t h a t  c o u r t ,  t h e  
1c;:ai c i f e c t  of tlhc: o b j e c t i o n  by tf:c A t  t o r c c y  Cenera l  i s  

'-to render t h e  cflanses i n  qucs t i o n  u n e n f o r c e a b l e  i n s o f a r  
cis ti-ley a f f e c t  v o t i n g .  

To e n a b l e  t h i s  Depar tment  t o  meet i t s  r e s ~ o n s i b i l it y  
t o  enforce t h e  Votirig i i i b t s  A c t ,  please i n f o r m  GS w i t h i n  -
t ~ r c n t yd a y s  of your  r c c c i p t  of t h i s  l e t t e r  of chc  c o u r s e  
of a c t i o n  t l lc  ~ u m b c r t o n  C i t y  ScIlool D i s t r i c t  p lans  t o  
talcc e ~ i t hrespec t  t o  t h i s  r n a t t c r .  I f  you have any 
i i u e s t i o n s  c o n c c r n i n z  t h i s  l e c t e r ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f ree  t o  c a l l  
C a r l  CS. G a b c l  (202-724-7433) ,  C i r e c t o r  of  the  S e c t i o n  5 
Unit  of t h e  Vot ing  S e c t i o n .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

James A'. T u n e r  
A c t i n g  A s s i s t a n t  At t o r n c y  C c n c r a l  

C iv i l  l ' \ ights  C i v i s i o n  


