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Thir %s i n  reference k the ordicttnco ok A u p s t  2, 

1976 exsending the charter of the Tom of Wiltiauwton ta 

;tnpLa~mcfour-year staggered tcrrne for rtte kiayor and tlw 

mer2be:-3 of rLw Tom b a r d  of ComLssiouers, sub&krer! Cci 

tho Att=omey General putsunat to SectLon 5 of ths Voting 

Big11to Act of 1964, as mended. Your ntIwiasion was 

complcccd on Oecersbar 7, 1976. 


Ws Ivc oxomfnod carefilly t h  infometha you 

havo provided, along with infomation a d  comonrs from 

other intersstod parties. Our- saalpsis rovoals that 

although blacks constitute rr eubstantZa1 propoxtion o f  

tho population of the Tom of 'rTill2nmston, tiiey have 


+ 

only cccently achieved roprcscntat;hn oa thc b a r d  of 
Cbmdssion~ts. The hcposition of stn~gcredt e a  in . . 
the context oE the at-large spstcat oC olectbn Fa the 
Town uE 'GI2flfmctont.ould rosutt Fa o reduction of tha 
nmbar of position8 to be f i l l e d  and the attending 
Eield of candidates at any gL'.res c l ~ o c t ~ n ,thus 1-t-

ing t'na potcnttal h r  black voters to  olect a ccsadi-

date of thair choice, 


Uodor thcsc citcunatanccs', fad %a view of recant 

court d~cioionasuch &a Erfr v, &i;tcd Stat& 625 P.S.,  

130 (1976); -- Vnited S t n t o o ,  411 U.S. 526 (1973);.
C+m.tin v. 

and &:.eve~v. ~ ~ ~ ~ I I Z S ,  Supp. 704 cd,D. Tax,  IOfZ) , 
343 B. 



-
ughts kt, tbr.~tbetaGeting of  the - ~ n n o5E the 
Upor rad WQUQ a f  CorPcaiorhera& tb 30~14& u d  
will  sot have a zaehlly discridnitmy effect. 
Coasequeatly, I eurt on b e b l f  of thr A t t o w  krural 
hteqmse an 0bjecti011 tO t&kt.gger%u&of! L.N 
occasioned by tb ordinasace of A w o e  2, 1976. 

O f  eoursr, Saction 5 pedts &fag .ppwvul 
of 811 b g e r  rf f e c Z b g  ~o t tqby tbe Wfed 8.trrks; 
District buwt for tha PLatrict OF CQlumbiR ifidm~r~-
t iva  o f  utrerh.sl: the charrgee hrrvs praviotroly h e n  
sukmlitmd to tb A t t o m y  Geiae?aI. Hawwar, until 
strch a jodgment: 1s raa&rd by that G@urt,tta lap1 
effect of  t b  object- by tb Attorney Geaercrl Fr fo 
reader the chaaga in quert3.m Le&allyu~&oorc&le. 
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Fir. D d d  A. LrT&ng
Y w n  i?.ttQraey 

Town of Williamotsn 

Past Office Dox 506 

'w'illiamstera, north Ccazolfnn 23892 


~bisis ira mafareslot! to your recpost that the 
Attorney G e m u a l  seconsicler h i o  T'&ru&ry 4 ,  1977 chjectfoti
under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1 9 6 5 ,  a3 
=ended, to the bpsition of staggered tarza for thc ?f?.yor 
and 5 -ra o f  the Doax6 of Coinmfssionsersa for ti= Y t m  
o f  firillfrrcrston, iTorth C a r o l h a .  Your reqiest for reconnidera-
t ion was rocoivsti on June 7 ,  1977. 

Wc have yivon careful considorathn to t b  bbIanantion 
you have f o r w u d d  in addition to the illformatfan and dstJ 
whicl: you had previously provided this ofSice in connection 
w i t h  our original exnxrlaation of the change in  question. 

Our  analyeis revaal~thn* turder a staggored tams 
miWod of elccticm, a m  opporeun5ty far minority reproson-
tation i s  negligible w i t k a t  the support of a conaic?crabls 
percentage of w h i t e  VOtOrs. YuxthCr, there i a  no incllcation 
tbt a brauk candidam, otfior tlsan M r .  Eonaybluu, Zlas e v e  * 
gained such s u p * .  Pa a result w e  are uablcs to conclde 
that the &age i r ~queiati~ndoes not: have an fmperi?~issibls 
aegative hpaat oa th3 votfitg ,notentis1 of "&o black c i t i a u n s  
in tho Tam of % i l l i m t o n .  Under Chose circwstancor a ~ c  , 
do not pucQfvea basis for the wi.t=bSawal of t be~7s-ttorney 
General's objection. 



Of course, as  provide--by Section 5 of the Voting 
Ziyhts  A c t ,  you h v e  tl.& alternative of instituting an 
aclA.0~1in the united States tistrict Court for the D i s t r i c t  
of ~ o 1 w b i asee-g a desiaratary judgment: tirat the impoaf-
tion of staggamd terns docs8 not have tho parp06e and will 
not havpt the effeat of denying or abridging ther riglrt to 
vote.ofblacks in the Tun of Williiunston. U r ; l o s s  nnd u n t i l  
auch fudgnent is obtained, imwevar, as provioaoly natal, tSia 
effect of t2-m ~bjeotionby tllo Attorney Conernl i s  to rmdsr 
*e change ha quaastion legal ly  &enforceable. 

Sincerely, 


Dzew S. Days I11 

Assistant Attorney Cenoral 

civil Ugh- ~ivision 


