
Eonorable W. Charlee i)arrett
&lapox, City of ~aurfnbuxg 
P o s t  Office Bax 312 
iaurhbury, North Carolina 28352 

Thir is An reference to the hplaarentatim of a 
~sajorityvote requiremntt the fieparatian of eleutoral 
~ n t e s t nfor two-ye# and four-ysrar councilmania term, 
and the increase in  the number of voting precincts for the 
c i t y  of Lawinburg, North ~aro l ina ,submitted to the 
A t t o r n e y  General pwcntrant to Section 5 of the Voting Ptghts 
A c t  of 1965, as mended. ,Additional h e o m t i o n  w i t h  respect 
to the mjority vote requirement and the subnission of the 
separation of amtests and number of voting precbcU were 
received on October 12, 1978, and additional supplementary 
information was received on Decmbex 4, 1978. 

The Attoxney General does not object to the increase 
in the number of voting preainctc. Ilowever, we f ae l  a 
reapcmsibility to p i n t  out that  Sectian 5 of the Voting 
Rights Act  axpre8sly prcwidea that the failwe of the 
A t t o r n e y  GfsnersT to object:does not bar any eubaequmt
judicial aation to enjoin the awrioxcemmt of such change. 

W i t h  rtaapect to the othw changers involved, wrr, have 
given careful dorssiderution to the infoxnation furnish& by 
you as well as Bureau of the caaua data and information and 
connwnts fram iat~bresltedpaxties, Our analysis reveals that 
blacks constitute a&ut 37 yareat of the population of *& 
c i t y  of ~slurinbuxg,thut the aity c(~unci.1is elected at-large, 
and that racial b l w  votin appears to exist. L'kadex these 
circunstmues, crouxt decfslonu, to which we feel obligated 
to give great weight, bdicate that a majority vote require-
~nentand the separatLan of elecwral contests could fiave 
+-he potential far abridging minority voting rights. Sea 
k1Ut:e  v. ~e eattax, 412 U.S. 755, 766-67 ( 1973 ); Khmer v. 
Mx-* 7d 1297, 1305 (5th Cir. 1973),- sub 
nasn. Eamt Carroll Parish Schaol maxd v. :4arsh13,4-Ii .~.
636 (1976); Mevitt v. -Sides, 5 7 1  F, 26 2097-r. 1978). 
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W e  note in particular that in the 1969 and 1971 
elections, the last election8 held under the prior system,
fie succeaeful blaak candidate finished third and was 
eleated to the two-year term, and that i n  the 1971 eleation 
the aucoelrsful black aandidats, was elected by a plurality.
The removal of plurality and combined eleot ion,  e lectoral  
features which would appear to have facilitated black 
electoral aucaass, thus would seem to have adversely affected 
the ability of blaaks in Laurinburg to elect candidates of 
their choice. We note i n  addition that although there has 
been one black member of the five-member city muncil since 
1969, there ha8 never been more than one black serving on 
the counail at any the ,  although blacks const i tute  nearly 
two-fifths of the aity's population. 

Under these cirowxnatances I m unable to conclude 
that the majority vote requirement and the separation of 
electoral  aontests w i l l  not have a racially discriminatory 
affect. Accordingly, on behalf of the Attorney General, I 
must interpose an objeation to these features of the 
electoral slyatem of the City of Laurinburg. 

O f  course, as provided by Section S of  the Voting 
Rights A c t ,  you have the right to seek a declaratory judgment 
from the United States Diatriat Court for the ~istrictof 
Columbia that thee8 changee have neither the urposle nor w i l l  
have the effect of denying or abridging the r'1ght: to vote 
on acaount of  race or aolor. I n  addition, the Proceduee 
for tfre Administration of Seation 5 (28 C.F.R. 51.21(b)
and (c), 51.23, and 51.24) permit you to request the 
Attorney General to reconsider the abjection. However, 
until the objection is withdrawn or the judgment from the 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Court obtained, the effeuC of the 
objection by the Attorney General is to make the majority 
vote requirement and the separation of eleatoral contesta 
for two-year and four-year counc%lmanic terms legally 
unenforceable. 



To enable t h i s  Lkpattmrent to meet its responsibility 
to enforoe the Voting Rights Aat,  please inform us within 
twon%y days of your receipt of thfo letter of the ootrxne 
of action the C i t y  of Xsurinburg plans to take wOth re8 
to t h i s  matter. If you have any guoations ooreulihg at' 
letter, pLoaee feel free to aall Voting Seat ion  Attorney David 
Hunter at 292--633-3849. 

Sincerely, 


S3XW S. Day0 1 x 1  
Aaaiatautt Attorney General 

civi l  ~ f g h t ~n i ~ i ~ i r t n  


