
Xr. Albert 5. Post 
C i t y  Attorney
Ciky of FI,eidsville 
?.iunicfpal Building 
220 Yest I'lorehead Street 
;~eidrwi31e,Srartli Carolha 27320 

Cear FIX:. Post: 

T h i s  is in reference to the staggcsed % e m  for 
Ci ty  Council of the C i t y  02 ~~fdsvills(Pacfringhw. 

County), ;Yartb C x o l f n a ,  suhmitked to t h e  Attorne~ 
General purusant to Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965, as nme,?ded. Your subntlesion was completed on 
Jime 4 ,  1979. 

V7c hawe given careful caneriCoration to *he infor-
ration furnished by you as well as tn conmnts from 
intexestsd pzrties, Wc: note that  the  effcsct of t h i s  cha~ge 
w i l l  be ts reduce Lb madmum number of council positions 
avaflablo in any one election from five to W e e .  Our 
amlysfs reveal3 that although blacks ~ ~ n s t i t u f ; ea sub-
stantial proportion of the population of the C i t y  o f  
IZefdsvfllu, and hava achieved zcpresentatfon on the ci2y 
ccmciI, there i s  widespread concern mmng the black 
cmunit  that the restriction on tAhavailable number 
of poait1:ona to be fill& zt: each elacticm wf4LI have the 
effect af djsilfnisfasg the opymrtunity f ~ rblacira to elect 
candidates of their clioice, 'Thf s concern \vould appear to 
Find support in tho fact t ha t  a l l  three of the black 
persons who were olactod successivlsly to the council over 
'dm last elmm years initially obtaheA i n c m h c y  by
placing f i f t h ,  a pooitior, that would ~ o thave rresr~ltsdi:r 
a e b  election =der the proposed change. 



3rzd~~'q: ii:~iib k,h6 coilik~xkc=?t%.t%mafrcuzest;mict~~. 
a+-lsrgc o2sckims vfth a 9klrsZi~yscrPficPe316 for #*b~ct.-
:&on, we axe asable 20 C O Z C Z I ~ ~ Cthe? t!>e 1~1rns2kic~nC? 
ste5gexod tenmu w f11 not hava a racir?.Xy Aiscszi3;:.?Jra.L~r1. 
affect. Ar:cos4ing>?, X m;sS an beSial25 05 *he 3r;%aeCdy
.;;cserel i . i t t@rf rns~an oh jsc t ic~ko kfw ulz;*,~qefrctr: no?:-
s4x%agexdto 3 t a ~ r g ~ f r e J  r:? .";t?cticmt rtt3zru. i~"o!~%rst?t, 
permitr setzkb-ga~2rov~4 .cf :'I1 c h m g ~ saffac233:q vetincj 
by id%& r~>_lfl~t : ; i 8 t ~ i ~ tEta?:es -.$~t~ji;_4rt:for tha t 3 f  

i.:nlmihia ix~eapet iveof w 3 c t ! m x  tlis ~t.~;fnqsr, lyItram r,r~!vics:zs 
?:eoa m.9iiCted .iccc the ;;%tomay''..rxeral, X- a.:'.Cf t i a 2 ,  t2?c 
P Z Q ~ W S  for i;h@ ~~k~$~is?xplr;fo~ 56: 5ee%i~3 (:?85.F. 3.. 
Zr1.21ibS ranit (c), 51.23, 51.24) prz;lt yaw. to ra~pxas% 
t11s+'.ktoz?'teyG~@ezafto racczrrsi4er ",3o a%+9e%$312, y c % ~ e ~ ~ ~. 
~iizkifsuch a judc$wnt $a rezzt3omd by %>at 'ow?%, t?ra 2.qa1 
effa& of tibe Q ~ J o c I I c ~ ~  $3 toby tka r;.t6,0rrl:~y~;~~aelfal 
mncSi.er *dir zh+snqc Li que~tienlecjaPly ans;nPorceaf.~Za. 

2s onbla  Chis 3 r g a x C % i t  to ~w-t~ C B~ t S p a ~ i ~ U ? i Z i 4 $  
unfuroe the ~trkix~q..A f~E%lt&Z%i YOtiXkits 232t ~ : , I ~ E ~ s R  SQLF 

:-.issfmitn us, a x  o t : ~  14switl i t  ~13p~x!!tC I U X L ~ ~ ~  ku k:.?is 
rmCter, ~ ~ Z t h i n  If2:) Zays or'you recefph of k3?.h I s l t a r .  
~ Q Ub v a  -..paesfd~neac~stqlxzrbFns).13353 pattax crr if m ::st(-
assist, y u  i n  any way, please 1-30no3 Itedt=et:ttk:o contac* 
:!so 1,fnda ~ ! a - y  {202/724-7403) a2 o w  s W f r  who haa kann 
wsir3r,ed to &AP;EIs t 3 . b  Waission, PLE.WB refer ?5fa 
.:c. ,:;;'649 in any writ?kcrk reiqpnraa t o  "c?'t$sXattsxr aa .Ziiat 
j-awll c a r r ~ z ~ n ~ ~ a swill i5r)  y z c t p ~ ~ r 1 ~ch~,znalled, 



E l r ,  Albert J. Post 
Ciky Attorney
Griffin, Post, %aton & Eiorsl~y 
100 South Scales Stroet 
miiisville, i'lortl~Carolina 37320 

Dear I&. Post; 

This is in referonce to your requmt that tho . 
Attorney Galera1 reconsider his August 3, 1979 objcc-. 
tion under Section 5 of the Voting Rcighta A c t  of 13G5, 
42 U.S.C. L373c to the change to 8.t;nggarad four yaar 
tams for c i t y  councilmen. Your royuast was racoivcC 
on Augur;t 23, 1979. 

IilQ Iiave carefully rovievrod the infomtafion thak 
you have provideti to us, as well as comments m ~ i linfon~aw-
tion provided by other intorestad parties. iiomvor, we 
have not found a basis for withdrawal of the Actornay 
General's objaction. Thorefore, on L-shaZf o f  tha Attorlley 
General, I must decline to withdraw -khs objection. 

Of caurae, Section 5 permit3 you to sock n declara-
tory judgmant from the District Court for the Dintrict 09 
Columhfa that this enactnmnt: has neither t12e 1311qmac nor 
tho effect of denying or abridging the riglit to vote on 
account of race or m&esahip in rr language fi~inoritygrolrj? 
irreopeceivc of whether the change iins previou~lybacn 
submitted to the Aktoxney General. As previously note&, 
until such a judgment i s  rendered by tha t  cOu+-t, tho logal 
effect of the objoution by tho Attoxnap censxul is to 
raacler k11o change in question unenforcoabla. 

Draw S. Daya 1x1 
Assistant Attonrey General 

c iv i l  XUghto ~ivision 

cc: P u b l i c  F i l e  


