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Sew Sern, Heril: Carolina 28589

Dear Ur. Wards

his is in reference to the (wo annexations by
ordinancea datsd dovember 2%, 12979, and February 12, 1980,
vo tiv Cley of dew dera in Craven County, iorth Carolink,
sabisicied to tho sttorxney Ceneral pursueant to Bectiocn S
of the Vokdiag Rights Aot of 196%, as asvnded. Iour sub~
uwigsion wus completoed on July 30, 19%0. :

Tu determine that a change in the compoaition of sew
ern's populatiou resulting from mnnexations Jdoes aot have
the cffect of alkridging the right to vots oa account of race
or color, the Attorney Ceneral must be satiafied alther that
zia black populatiorn percentage has not besn eppreciably
reduced and that voting 4s not raclally polarized, or thae,
sevartheless, the city's electoral system will afford black
clcdzrens rapresantation reasonably equivalant to thoir
rolitdcal strengin in the enlargea coznunity. dee Clity of
tlohmond v. United States, 422 U.§. 358 (167%). S¢e also

C v -y vy oo

~8 L. .R. z‘J.clgn

W2 have given careful consideraticn to the informa-
tick you have provided, as well as to comments and ianforma-
cion proviced by other intereated parties. In addition to
wwidenco of a gencral pattern of racially polarized voting
in new Scrn nunicipal cloctionn, wa have noted that, with
the azceptlon ol only onn black candidate, no black of the
2any who have run Las over won slsction to ths Waw Bern
Loard of uldermen under the at-large, residency roguire-—
nent, ond najority vote-ruuoff features of the oity's
wloctoral system., Wo have béen presented with and have
considerud damographic information indicating that the
prevortion of minority residents of the submitted ensexa-~
uions is significantly smaller than that for the exlaeinq
Lit} of oW Bern. Jur analysis of tho submitted data -

dxaatas that the sunnitted annexations would reduce Naw
Jarn & wigority pogulation percsstags by ovar ona perceant
and that, takeu cunulatively with all annexations since




1270, they would ducrugase the niaority population percentage
Wy woe than three percent, In the vontaext of Law Bern's
at-large eleoticn syaten, with its residency requirements
and majority vote-runoff provision, thia diYution will not
te countarbalanced by an ability on the part of the blaek
cormunity to achleve rapresertation reasonably squivalent
10 its sirength in the enlarged cowronity. 3ve City of
rlehsond, supra.

voder the clrcusptances wa are, therafore, unable
to conclude, as we must under Gectien %, that the subsitted
sanezations will not have the proscribed discrizminatory
marpese or affect. Hceordingly, I rust, on behalf of the
Lotorney General, interpose an objection Lo the submitted
anncxations.

Thauld tha Jity of ¥aw Rern adopt an electoral sysion
that would afford black voters an opportunity to eleot candi-
dataes of thelr cheice, the itteorney General will coansidaer
vithidrawing this objection. oOztions which the alty may wish
to congider include the adoption of a falrly drawn single~
menbay district plan or the removal of the majority-~vote
and raesidency reguirarents. ilther of thesa options holds
the promisze of providing black voters with ar opportunity
to achlieve repregsentation reasocaably equivalent to their
political strecgth in the anlarxged community and, therefore,
could provide z baais for the withdrawal of the objection
herg interposed.

Of course, as provided by Seotion 5 of the Voting
alghts ot you have the right to seek a declaratory judg-
rent from bthe United states District Cowurt for ¢tha sistrict
¢f Columbia that these changes naither have the purpose nor
will have the offect of denylng or abridging the right to
vote on account of race, color, or mambarship in a language
minority group. In addition, the Procedures for the Admin-
istration of Secotion 5 (48 C.P.R. 31.21(h) anad (&), 51.23,
and 51.24) permit you to reQuest the Jttorney Gonexral to
recondidor the odjection. However, uantil the cbjsction is
withdrawn or the judgment fron the bistrict of Columbia
Court obtained, the e¢ffect of the objection by the Attoranoy
Usnexal is to maka the ansexations legally uncuforceable.




foooeuablie thils H.;hrtmqrn to wect itz responsiuilicy
v anforce the ~Limr rinhts Act, please Ilaoform us withis
Twenty days of your ruguimt of thia iztter of the course of
setlon the Qat} of 4w Beyn plans 6 take with respect o
this mattor., If you have any quosiions cuncsrniang this
lettor, pleass fael free to call ir. indrey lorron {28%~~
7:i4=-7403) «f our gtaff, whe line Lean z2ssigned to hapdle
this subwsizzlion.,

Slncurely,

Drew 8. Lays ITX
Sasistant Attorney Conersl
Civil nighte fDlviasion
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A. D. Ward, isq.
Ward, ¥ard, Willey
& Ward
409 rollock Streat
P.0. Prawer 1428
YMew Rern, Morth Carolina 288560

Dear My, Vard:

“Lils is in reference to your request that the
Attorney General reconsider his Septomber 29, 19380,
obrjection under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of
1965, 42 U.E.C. 1973¢, to two annexations by the City of
vew Lern in Craven (ounty, North Carolina. Your request
was received on Gotober 21, 19230.

CGur reconsideration of the outstanding objection
will begin when we have received the information that you
have indicated ycu intend to submit in support of your
requaest. We would be pleased to meet with you or other
representatives of the City of iiew Bern here in our
washington offices at any time either prior or subseguent
o your submission of the additional information, in
cccordance with the Provisions of the Procedural Guide-
lines for the rdministration of Scetion 5 (20 C.F.R. 51.223
and 51.24).

If you have any guaestions concerning the matters
discussed 1in this letter, please do not hesitate to call
Mr, Andrew T. Xarron (202/724-7403) of our staff, who
has been assigned to handle this submigssion. Please refer
to File livs. €9562-9563 in any written response to this
letter so that your correspondence will be properly channelled.

Sincerely,
DREW S. DAYS III

Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

By:
GLERALD W, JONES
Chief, Voting Scction

co:  Public File




