
H as d t i a g  dn raferiaee t o  tha A p r i l  13,  I973 
~sdistriethqof eoszdaaianer precincts Ln Tripp & 
TeM Co*m&fa#,Seatkt D.kata, which tau rubraittre t o  the 
Attornay Gmmrsf pur8uaat t o  bet ion 5 of tb 'Orstiz;
Mgbrr kt, aa = n W .  Y e a r  eubwlorfen war racaimd 
oa Segt&cr 14, 1978. 

We have ar;a'hyzaC e s  i i12sratf~rcszicainad i3 
yeor a-&=isrfor,, data ebcained f'i- the Q - ~ e a uof tbb  
Ga~~t:wrtl we13 r a  h n f o m t i ~ na n d  wczents a f  0th-
tataras tad gaztiea . At the outsat. nets  thr t tcla 
a*&dtead raapportbasezat plm i a  bared upon rater 
t9gistrbttSari etati~ti~alnotrrad of p o ? d o t h  a U t b S i a .  
W i l e  am ~ s c a g d r atfraf Bba Srr;~rsgsCaczt luta ruled &at 
tha w e  ef vetor 1r~gFdtx8t imata t ia t i ca  io a~cfrr 
mapparfleo8urt la wt er ra stacooofif-;sthal, if baa 
a lso  bwa b l d  ahas w e5s =fa otati.atiea1 b a r  e.an 
cmetlmta violation of a s  eqwf p t o t w t i o n  +la-
d e a r  ''a4 ap ur that ths dtrtribution e f  m g t s t o ~ u3wtsrr appro a t a s  d S ~ t r i b * J t baf a t n t e  ci~ieanaor  
aotbr'bpantirribb pe retias base.'' S w n n  Q. 
*Lohr&oo, 384 1.8. 95 (1946). 
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?haz.arfpb, op &a b L r  st h a w  .data avail-
abh W ap, &er set n n C f  that * diehfbutiaa of 
nr sgarod v e t a n  %aLPU 1- rtndar s tb i t sba  cratirfPmt$tf =*(-at. t h b g  1975 -us poplilatm m t i u t a a  - smqpaed t b  tetd topulatiaa withla s a d  u t h i c t  
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c rea ted  by the  p l a n .  Our a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  a t o t a l  dev ia t ion  i n  popula t ion  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
appraximately 65 percent  anon? t h e  t h r e e  d i s t r i c t s .  
I*ioreover, the  one d i s t r i c t  whlch i s  predominantly 
Indian i n  populat ion ( d i s t r i c t  3) i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
underrepresented whereas t h e  two predominently white 
d i s t r i c t s  are both s i g n i f i c a n t l y  overrepresented .  In 
add i t ion ,  our review o f  the  Board of County Conmis- 
sioners ' minutes you included wi th  your submission 
does not  r e f l e c t  the  presence of  any of t h e  f a c t o r s  . 
which made use of r e s i s t r a t i o n  s t a t i s t i c s  acceptable  
i n  the  B u n s  case  c i t e d  above. 

Under these  s i rcu i i s tances ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  we a r e  
unable t o  conclude t h a t  t h e  p lan  under submission does 
not  have the purpose o r  e f f e c t  of abr idging  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  vote  on account of r ace .  Accordingly,  on behalf  of  
t h e  Attorney General I must in te rposevan  ob jec t ion  t o  
t h e  implenentat ion of t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  of  c o m i s s i o n e r  
p rec inc t s  i n  Tripp and Todd Counties submit ted by yoGr 
l e t t e r  of September 11 ,  1978, 

Of course ,  under t h e  Procedures f o r  the  
Administration of  Sect ion 5 of the Voting Rights  Act 
(42 C.F.R. 51.21(b) and ( c ) ,  5 1 . 2 3 ,  and 51.24) you m y  
request  t h e  Attorney General t o  r econs ide r  t h i s  objec-  
t i o n .  In a d d i t i o n ,  Sec t ion  5 permi ts  you t o  seek a  
dec la ra to ry  judgment from t h e  United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  
Court f o r  ,the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia t h a t  t h i s  change does 
no t  have t h e  purpose and w i l l  n o t  have the  e f f e c t  of 
denying o r  abr idging  the r i g h t  t o  vo te  on account of 
r ace ,  c o l o r  o r  membership i n  a language minor i ty  group. 
However, u n t i l  t h e  ob jec t ion  i s  withdrawn o r  such a 
judgment i s  rendered by t h a t  Cour t ,  t h e  l e g a l  e f f e c t  
of the  c b j e c t i o n  by t h e  Attorney Genera? is t o  r e n d e r  
t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  change unenforceable .  

I would apprec ia te  i t  i f  you would i n f o m  me 
of what  c o u r s ~ ?af  . l r z i ~ nyou in iend  t o  fo l low as  soon 
as p i ; r ; . . ; ib l~ arid ,In .~r.tozne;lf ron  t h i s  Divis ion  wiil be 
i n  tcucbl x i t h  YCL ix t h a t  r e g l r d  very s h o r z l y ,  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

D r e w  S ,  Days I11 

A s s i s t a n t  Attorney General 


C i v i l  Rights  Divis ion  



