U.S. v. Anson Wong, et al.

International Wildlife Smuggling

e 3-year undercover investigation by Special
Operations Branch of USFWS

e Over a dozen illegal shipments with over 300
animals smuggled in airline baggage, FedEx
shipments and commercial shipments documented

O targets identified; investigation supervised by
ECS Wildlife Crime attorneys (no USAO
Involvement until indictment stage)
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Ploughshare Tortoise
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Chinese Alligators




Survelllance photograph




Wong Arrest Strategy

Indicted in San Francisco in 9/98 on conspiracy,
smuggling, Lacey Act, money laundering charges;
Indictment sealed.

BUT: U.S. had no extradition treaty with Malaysia

Wong told undercover agent that he would never
come to the United States out of fear we would be
arrested on charges filed earlier in Florida in a
different case

Decision was taken to lure Wong to Canada where
he could be arrested and extradited



- 9/98:Wong lured to
- Mexico City when
Canladian trip fgll apart
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Reptile smugglers
snared, U.S. says

s arrests in alleged smuogegling
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8/02: Wong ends extradition
fight and transported to San
Francisco
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Wong prosecution:

Wong pleaded guilty to 40 felonies;
sentenced to 72 months in prison,
$60,000 in fines

Got credit against U.S. sentence for
time served in Mexican jall

Eight other individuals convicted of over
30 additional felonies; sentenced to
over 6 years of imprisonment and over
$100,000 in fines
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