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Settlement

Continned from Puge JA

tinety poured harmful ozone poliu-
lanls inlo the air withoul required con-
trols.’ \ S

The company denied any wrongdoing. .

“It's essentially a case of retroactive
- enforcement,” said Ken Haldin, a8 Geor-
- gia-Paciflic spokesperson. “All we've

done has been based on us doing whal

was necessary under the Clean Air Acl.

This is a case of Irying 1o do everything

one should do to comply.”

The company settled sa it could put the
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cessfully lobbied for legisiative relief.

claims behind it and get on with business,
Haidinsaid. =~ =,

Belore signing the setilement, Georgia-
Pacific hired three Washington, D.C,, law
firms to fight the allegations and uasuc-:

- At the heart of the debate are standards
for measuring emissions of volatile
organic compounds (VOCs), which con-
tribute to ground-level ozone, or smog. In
the late 1970s, the Enviroamental Pro-
tection Agency published emission esti-

mates for industrial processes, bul -

unwittingly-included inaccurate informa-
tion about some VOC emissions.
Industry studies in the 1980s uncov-
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“Georgia-Pac
Justice De

partment
to a deal

| By Carey Gillam stasrwaitsn

It was nearing 9 a.m. on July 18, less than an hour -

The clock was ticking and the government was

slug way
geting nervous.

ered the miscalculations arid determined
that emissions were actually much high-
er than previously theughi. Some other
manufacturers of wood products applied
for new permnits reflecting the-increased

~ emission eslimates. But Georgia-Pacific

did not, the governmen! alleged.
" Moreover, the government alleged, as

* the compaily modified and improved pro-

ductivity at tts older plants, it did not
obtain proper consiruction- and emis-
sion-related permils.

settlement thal affects 26 Georgia-Pacif-

- ic plants. The deal calls for Georgia-

Pacific to pay $6 million as a civil penalty,
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In 1995, the parties began crafting the
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install more than $20 million in emissior
control equipment and provide $4.2S mil-
lion to fund environmental projects. :
As July approached, government ofli- -
cials began to fear Georgis-Pacilic wa:
delaying a settlement undil the opening ol
the Olympic Games in Ailanta, when
news of a settlement would get lost in

-Games coverage. © ‘ -
On July 17, prosecutors had had
enough negotiating. “We told them that.if

" they did not agree to this settlemenl by
close of business that day, we would file
the complaint,” said Dianne Shawlcy, a
senior attorney at the Justice Department
in Washinglon. -0

iy
|



