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Morocco is a monarchy with a constitution, an elected parliament, and a population of approximately 34 million.
According to the constitution, ultimate authority rests with King Mohammed VI, who presides over the Council of
Ministers and appoints or approves members of the government. The king may dismiss ministers, dissolve the
parliament, call for new elections, and rule by decree. In the bicameral legislature, the lower house may dissolve
the government through a vote of no confidence. The September 2007 parliamentary elections for the lower house
went smoothly and were marked by transparency and professionalism, according to international observers, and
the elections were judged relatively free from irregularities. The civilian authorities generally maintained effective
control of the security forces.

Citizens did not have the right to change the constitutional provisions establishing their monarchical form of
government or the establishment of the practice of Islam. Reports of torture and other abuses by various branches
of the security forces persisted, and prison conditions remained below international standards. Reports of arbitrary
arrests, incommunicado detentions, and police and security force impunity continued. Politics, as well as corruption
and inefficiency, influenced the judiciary, which was not fully independent. The government restricted freedoms of
speech, religion, and the press. Corruption was a serious problem in all branches of government. Trafficking in
persons continued, and child labor, particularly in the unregulated informal sector, remained a problem.

RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Section 1 Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including Freedom From:

a. Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life

There were no reports that the government or its agents committed arbitrary or unlawful killings.

On April 28, a set of human remains were discovered at the Civil Protection (Fire Department) barracks in Nador.
The local prosecutor, forensic units, and the Consultative Council on Human Rights (known by its French acronym
CCDH) linked the remains to security force abuses in 1984. On May 13, human remains were discovered in El
Jadida, and an initial investigation dated them to 40 years ago. At year's end, authorities continued to investigate

the new sites, process DNA evidence, and inform relatives.

As in previous years, there were reports of deaths of Sub-Saharan migrants trying illegally to enter the Spanish
enclave of Melilla. Arrests and beatings continue on the borders, principally on the Spanish side.

A person was killed on December 31 when 80 illegal migrants attempted to force their way into Melilla by

overwhelming the Moroccan guards manning the border fence. Moroccan police fired warning shots, one of which
fatally injured one of the people climbing the barrier. Another individual was injured.
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b. Disappearance
There were no reports of politically motivated disappearances.

In 2006 the Justice and Reconciliation Authority (known by its French initials, IER), formed to investigate forced,
long term disappearances of opponents of the government between independence in 1956 and 1999, issued a final
report. The report stated that 742 disappearances had been resolved, but that 66 remained for investigation by a
successor organization, the CCDH. Human rights groups and families continued to claim that the IER did not
acknowledge all cases of disappearances, many from the Western Sahara.

In November 2007 the CCDH stated that it had completed the compensation and identification process for Morocco
and Western Sahara (approximately 2,000 cases), with the exception of 24 cases, including that of missing
independence activist Mehdi Ben Barka, who disappeared in France in 1965. The government announced it had
issued benefits to 12,000 families and individuals and extended coverage to a total of 45,000 individuals through
joint and extended family coverage health care cards to individuals with approved cases.

The government further reported that the CCDH launched three initiatives in 2007 and 2008 totaling approximately
57 million dirhams ($6.9 million), as part of its regional reparation program to address lingering issues in areas
affected by adverse governmental policies between the 1970s and 1990s. Implementation of projects and
disbursements under this initiative continued during the year.

c. Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

The law prohibits such practices, and the government denied the use of torture. According to domestic and
international human rights organizations, prisoners, and detainees, however, members of the security forces
tortured and abused individuals in their custody. The penal code stipulates sentences of up to life imprisonment for
public servants who use or allow the use of violence against others in the exercise of their official duties.

While there has been a marked diminution of allegations of abuse by Moroccan security officials in Western Sahara
(see separate report), there have been multiple allegations of abuse and torture levied against a police official in
southern Morocco. The officer, who previously served in Western Sahara, was the subject of multiple abuse
complaints in both locations. The government reported that it had investigated the allegations against the officer in
both locations and determined that they were politically motivated and took no action.

In May during violent student demonstrations to protest 22 cases of food poisoning at Algadi Ayad University in
Marrakech, Qadimi El Ouali fell from a fourth floor window and was paralyzed. Activists charged that security
officers threw him from the building.

According to the ministry of justice (MOJ), the government prosecuted six members of the gendarmerie for cases
related to abuse of citizens. Another case resulted in a not guilty verdict, and cases against four individuals were
pending at year's end. The national police (DGSN) did not bring any abuse cases against its members. In February
authorities released two officers convicted and sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment in 2007 for the 2005 beating
death of Western Saharan activist Hamdi Lembarki. Their sentences were reduced to time served following the
death of another policeman during disorders in Tan Tan. Verdicts remained unknown in most of the 17 cases
prosecuted in 2007.

In May authorities released union activists Abd el Rehim Qarad and Mahdy El Barboushy, whom police arrested

during a demonstration in May 2007 for insulting the monarchy. The two men claimed police extracted their signed
confessions through torture.
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In July 2007 the government opened the trial of 52 individuals arrested in 2006 as part of the so-called Ansar El
Mehdi case on charges of conspiring to overthrow the monarchy through terrorism. Many of the defendants claimed
to the media, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), and in court that they had been tortured and mistreated.
They were denied permission to call witnesses, and in February the defendants were sentenced to 25 years in
prison.

In 2006 the government enacted an antitorture law requiring judges to refer a detainee to a forensic medicine
expert if asked to do so or if judges notice suspicious physical marks on a detainee. During the year, according to
the government, at least 15 cases were referred to doctors. In one of those cases, the doctors found sufficient
evidence of injury to warrant further investigation. Results of that investigation and the three cases that warranted
further investigation in 2007 were not available at year's end.

Prison and Detention Center Conditions

Prison conditions remained poor and generally did not meet international standards. Extreme overcrowding,
malnutrition, and lack of hygiene characterized the poor conditions inside prisons. In a November 2007 report, the
NGO Moroccan Observatory of Prisons (OMP), a government-subsidized human rights organization, stated that the
prison system was overcrowded and failed to meet local and international standards. It also stated that current
prison capacity was sufficient for only half of the prison population. Approximately 60,000 detainees lived in less
than 16 square feet per person. Pretrial detainees were not held separately from convicts.

In April, after nine prisoners escaped from Kenitra prison in central Morocco via a tunnel they had dug over the
course of a year, the king transferred responsibility for prison management from the MOJ to a newly created
Directorate-General for Prison Administration.

Juveniles are sometimes held together with adults, particularly in pretrial detention and in police stations. Political
prisoners are held in the same facilities and manner as ordinary criminals.

Human rights activists continued to dispute the circumstances of Dada Ould Hamma Ould Nafaa's July 2007 death
in Agadir, which was blamed on poor or inadequate medical care while he was incarcerated.

During the year NGOs continued to call for an investigation into prison deaths and violations of prisoners' rights that
allegedly led to a mass hunger strike at Sale prison in September and October 2007. Police violently broke up a sit-
in in June organized by al-Nassir, a local NGO support group for Islamist prisoners, after a photo showing an officer
striking one of the prisoners' wives sparked public protest and condemnation on a Web site affiliated with Al-Qa'ida
in the Lands of the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). The government responded by detaining the photographer for several
hours.

The government permitted visits during the year by independent human rights observers, including local and
international human rights groups and the media. The government permitted the OMP and other NGOs, such as
Relais Prison, to visit prisons and detention centers unhindered to observe conditions, hear complaints, and conduct
programs. However, visits by international donors ceased. During the year the International Committee of the Red
Cross did not visit any prisons.

d. Arbitrary Arrest or Detention
The law does not prohibit arbitrary arrest or detention, and police used both practices. Police did not always

observe due process. In practice, according to local NGOs and associations, they did not always identify themselves
when arresting suspects or always obtain warrants. Police reportedly held some detainees without charging them.
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Role of the Police and Security Apparatus

The security apparatus includes several police and paramilitary organizations with overlapping authorities. The
National Police (DGSN) manages the border and immigration services, as well as internal law enforcement, and
reports to the Ministry of Interior (MOI). The General Directorate of Territorial Security (known by its French
acronym, DGST) and the auxiliary forces are separate entities with security responsibilities that also report to the
MOI. The Royal Gendarmerie reports to the Ministry of Defense and is responsible for law enforcement in rural
regions and on national highways. The judicial police--the main federal investigative body--is a hybrid DGSN/MOJ
entity. It investigates violations of the penal law, terrorism, organized crime, and white-collar crime under MOJ
prosecutors. The Department of Royal Security reports to the palace.

Corruption and impunity remained problems and impacted police effectiveness. The MOI increased investigations of
police abuse and corruption, but the investigations rarely resulted in reported disciplinary action or judicial
proceedings. Cases usually languished in the investigatory or trial phases without reaching resolution.

In February six prison guards were sentenced to between two months suspended and four years' imprisonment on
charges of forgery, corruption, and aiding a prisoner in escaping from custody. On December 30, two gendarmes
were arrested after they were caught receiving bribes. One was sentenced to five years in prison, and the other
awaited trial at year's end. Authorities arrested 30 non-commissioned officers in the gendarmerie on corruption
charges. Of those, 16 were sentenced to between two months and six years' imprisonment, and 14 remained in
custody awaiting trial.

In August 2007 the police chief in Rabat was charged with participation in a drug smuggling and prostitution ring.
His case was pending at year's end.

In December 2007 three gendarmes in Inezgane were convicted and sentenced to one year in prison and fired from
the gendarmerie for accepting a bribe to help convince a woman to withdraw her charges of rape. The MOJ
prosecuted six members of the gendarmerie for cases related to abuse of citizens. Another case resulted in a not
guilty verdict and cases against four individuals are pending. The DGSN did not bring any abuse cases against its
members.

In 2007 six security agents, three members of auxiliary forces, three civil servants from the MOI, and 11 others
were sentenced to between three and five years in prison for acquiring forged documents to receive government
benefits fraudulently.

Arrest and Detention

Police may make an arrest following a general prosecutor's issuance of an oral or written warrant. In practice
warrants were sometimes issued after the fact. Authorities denied defendants' access to counsel or family members
during the initial 96 hours of detention, during which police interrogated detainees and abuse or torture was most
likely to occur.

Under the antiterrorism law, after the first 96 hours two additional 96-hour extensions are allowed at the
prosecutor's discretion. Under the law a person may be detained without trial for up to one full year while an
investigating magistrate completes his work.

At year's end as many as half the inmates of prisons were awaiting trial. The law provides for a limited system of

bail, but bail was rarely granted. The law does not require a written authorization for a person to be released from
detention. In some instances judges released defendants on their own recognizance. The antiterrorism law does not
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include a system of bail. Under a separate military code, military authorities may detain members of the military
without a warrant or public trial.

According to the law, all defendants have the right to be represented by attorneys and, if a defendant cannot afford
private counsel, a court-appointed attorney must be provided when the criminal penalty exceeds five years in
prison. In practice, effective counsel was not always provided. The police were required to notify a person's next-of-
kin of an arrest as soon as possible after the initial 48-hour, incommunicado detention in nonterrorism cases, unless
arresting authorities applied for, and received an extension from a magistrate, but this provision was not always
respected. Because of delays in notifying family, lawyers sometimes were not informed promptly of the date of
arrest and were not able to monitor compliance with administrative detention limits, which authorities exceeded
when individuals were suspected of links to terrorism. Several defendants in the Ansar El Mehdi case waited as long
as eight months before being allowed to consult a lawyer, forcing delays in the mass trial.

The Association El Nassir, an NGO that advocates on behalf of jailed Islamists, estimated that 200 individuals
remained in custody without charge at the end of 2007 as a result of terror-related dragnets.

As in recent years, law enforcement efforts continued to focus arrests more narrowly than the previous broad
dragnets used following the 2003 Casablanca attacks. Police disrupted six suspected terrorist cells during the year
and arrested more than 100 individuals.

Amnesty

Royal pardons were used as the principal judicial mechanism for early release and functioned instead of a parole
system. During the year, 3,787 prisoners received royal pardons.

e. Denial of Fair Public Trial

The constitution provides for an independent judiciary, but in practice the courts were not always independent.
According to observers, corruption remained prevalent. Judges also did not consistently base rulings on new laws
and at times referred to outdated laws in their decisions, resulting in inefficiency as well as miscarriages of justice.

There are four levels in the common law court system: communal and district courts, courts of first instance
(regional courts), the appeals court, and the Supreme Court. All decisions made in criminal and civil matters in
which the penalty exceeds 330 dirhams ($40) may be appealed to the courts of first instance. The regional courts
are subdivided into civil, commercial, administrative, penal, and rabbinical sections. Cases may be appealed from
the regional courts to the appeals court. There were no restrictions on appeals at this level.

At the government's discretion, serious state security charges, such as those relating to the monarchy, Islam, or
territorial integrity (in practice, advocating independence for the Western Sahara) may be brought against civilians
before a tribunal convened by the MOI.

Trial Procedures

The law provides for the right to a fair public trial for all citizens. However, according to NGOs, a fair public trial did
not always occur in practice, especially for those protesting the incorporation of Western Sahara into Morocco.

Juries are not used, following principles of the Napoleonic legal system.

Although accused persons generally are brought to trial within the initial period of two months, prosecutors may
request up to five additional two-month extensions of pretrial detention. An accused person therefore may be kept
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in detention for up to one year prior to trial. Defendants are presumed innocent.

According to the law, all defendants have the right to be represented by attorneys. If a defendant cannot afford
private counsel, a court appointed attorney is provided when the offense carries a maximum sentence of more than
five years. However, attorneys were not appointed consistently, or if provided, were poorly paid, often resulting in
inadequate representation. Judges sometimes denied defense requests to question witnesses and present
mitigating witnesses or evidence. Defendants are given the right to be present at their trial and to timely
consultation with an attorney, although these rights were not always applied in practice. Defendants generally have
access to government evidence, but are sometimes prevented or hindered from calling mitigating witnesses.

Individuals are arraigned before a court of first instance. If the judge determines that a confession was obtained
under duress, the law requires that it be excluded from evidence. Human rights NGOs, however, charged that
judges decided cases often on the basis of forced confessions, especially in cases of Islamists accused of terrorism
or in the cases of some Sahrawis. Police statements about detainees were sometimes used in place of defendants’
confessions.

The Supreme Court may overturn an appellate court's ruling on procedural grounds only. As a result, appeals to the
Supreme Court were infrequent. An investigation by an examining magistrate was mandatory only when life
imprisonment or the death penalty was a possible penalty.

Family courts generally adjudicated divorce and child custody cases according to the family law. These courts
addressed family issues for Muslim citizens, and judges were trained in Shari'a (Islamic law) as applied in the
country and in the requirements of the 2004 family law. Family matters for Jewish citizens were handled by the
parallel legal system available to them.

Political Prisoners and Detainees

The law does not distinguish political and security cases from common criminal cases. The government did not
consider any of its prisoners to be political prisoners. The government stated that it detained individuals under
criminal law only. Several NGOs, including the Moroccan Association for Human Rights (AMDH), Sahrawi
organizations, and Berber activist groups, however, charged the government with detaining persons for political
activities or beliefs under cover of criminal charges, such as AMDH members arrested for shouting antimonarchy
slogans.

On April 13, police arrested Sahrawi activist Enaama Asfari in Marrakech after a night-time traffic altercation. He
said that three plainclothes policemen slapped, punched, stripped, and kicked him, including in the stomach and on
the soles of his feet, and burned him with cigarettes. They subsequently took him to a hospital for treatment, but
when he requested a medical certificate of injury, he was whisked away. According to Asfari, he was later forced to
sign a statement he had not written or read, admitting to drunk driving, and did so to stop the beatings. He was
denied the opportunity to contact his family. During the trial the judge refused to allow a medical examination.
Authorities expelled Asfari's wife and two other trial observers from Tan Tan and then the country for incitement.
He was sentenced to two months in prison and fined 3,000 dirhams ($420) and was freed on June 13.

On October 27, according to Amnesty International (Al) and Sahrawi activists, Mustafa Abdel Dayem, a member of
both the AMDH and the Sahrawi Journalists' and Writers' Union, was arrested in Assa following antigovernment
protests by Sahrawis. While Abdel Dayem claimed not to have participated in the protests, he admitted to having
lowered the national flag from the secondary school where he worked as a security guard. He explained that his
action was intended to show his support and solidarity with the demonstrators and his opposition to the
intervention of law enforcement officers to break up the protests.
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On November 4, the Court of First Instance of Guelmim sentenced Mustapha Abdel Dayem to a three-year prison
term and a fine of 50,000 dirhams ($6,220) and forbade him from working in the educational sector for 10 years.

Civil Judicial Procedures and Remedies

The judiciary, often inefficient and believed to be swayed by corruption, was not fully independent and was subject
to influence, particularly in sensitive cases such as those dealing with the monarchy, religion, and Western Sahara.
There are administrative as well as judicial remedies for alleged wrongs.

A national ombudsman resolves civil matters when the judiciary is unable to do so and has gradually expanded the
scope of its activities. The number of complaints it received rose from 4,500 in 2006 to 7,000 during the year.
Additionally, the percentage of actionable complaints rose from 29 percent in 2004 to 91 percent during the year.
Despite the significant increase in numbers of complaints the ombudsman received, most citizens still looked to the
CCDH for redress of human rights complaints. The CCDH serves as a conduit through which citizens offer
complaints about government malfeasance or human rights violations. It also supervised the international
observation of the parliamentary elections in September 2007.

f. Arbitrary Interference with Privacy, Family, Home, or Correspondence

The constitution states that an individual's home is inviolable and that a search may take place only with a search
warrant, but authorities sometimes ignored these provisions in practice. The law stipulates that a prosecutor may
issue a search warrant on good cause, particularly in cases of suspected terrorism. Plainclothes security officers
who did not identify themselves or present search warrants conducted home searches.

As in the last few years, authorities reportedly searched and closed the homes of members of the Justice and Good
Works Organization (known also as the Justice and Charity Organization, or JCO), an Islamist opposition
sociopolitical group that chooses not to participate in electoral politics. Members allegedly used these homes as
"open houses" where they held politically oriented meetings.

In May during significant and sometimes violent unrest sparked by complaints over economic inequalities in the
region around the coastal town of Sidi Ifni, residents charged that security forces illegally and unnecessarily entered
private homes unrelated to the demonstrations and searched, destroyed, or stole private property and raped
several women. The Moroccan Center for Human Rights (CMDH) initially passed on reports that up to 12 people had
been killed in the unrest. Two photo journalists who covered the event were detained for two hours without charge
and then released, but their film was seized by security officers.

Parliament formed an independent commission of inquiry, as did a consortium of NGOs. Both were allowed
unrestricted access to the town and witnesses. The NGO consortium charged that police did use excessive force but
found no conclusive evidence of rapes or killings. Other activists insisted, however, that some rapes did occur, but
the victims did not feel comfortable testifying before officials. The parliamentary commission submitted its report to
the legislature's leadership, and it was released to the public on December 18. The regional police commander in
charge of operations in Sidi Ifni was relieved of duty.

Section 2 Respect for Civil Liberties, Including:
a. Freedom of Speech and Press

The law generally provides for freedom of speech and of the press, although criticism of Islam, the monarchy, and
territorial integrity (including the issue of Western Sahara) was not permitted. While the government generally
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respected these rights in practice, during the year freedom of the press remained restricted. The press reported on
previously restricted subjects, including military, security, palace affairs, activities of human rights organizations,
and even on the Western Sahara.

There were several arrests for public or Internet expression. However, following conviction and pressure from local
and international activists, the individuals were released. On February 22, engineering student Fouad Murtada was
convicted by the Casablanca Court and sentenced to three years in prison on charges of identity theft. He created a
page on the social networking site Facebook purporting to be that of Prince Moulay Rachid, brother of King
Mohammed VI. Murtada stated that he created the page as a joke. After widespread protests in Morocco, the king
pardoned him on March 19.

On September 4, blogger Mohammed Erraji was arrested on charges of insulting the king under article 41 of the
press code for posting a blog entry entitled "King encourages dependency on handouts." He was sentenced to two
years in prison by the Agadir court and fined 5,000 dirhams ($538) on September 8. On September 18, an appeals
court overturned his case on procedural grounds and released him.

On October 21, high school student Yassin Belaasal was sentenced to one and one-half years in prison on charges
of insulting the king. He had rewritten the country's motto on a blackboard to read "God, Country, Barca" (for the
popular Spanish football club FC Barcelona), instead of "God, Country, King." He was released on his own
recognizance pending his appeal. The court upheld the conviction on November 12 but reduced the sentence to one
year and suspended it. Activists criticized the government for violating Belsaal's right of free expression, while the
government stated that he had written other, even more insulting, comments about the king's father on the
blackboard.

In 2007 one case of withholding sources of information in a sensitive national security matter resulted in a prison
sentence, at least three in suspended sentences, and five in fines. The rest were pending at year's end. None led to
an acquittal.

The government often penalized publications and reporters that tested the boundaries of the law. In August the
international NGO Reporters Without Borders (RSF) reported that since the beginning of King Mohammed VI's reign
in 1999, at least 34 media institutions had been censored and at least 20 journalists had been prosecuted under
press, penal, or antiterror laws. RSF's annual report stated that press freedom deteriorated during the year.

The antiterror law and the press code impose financial penalties on journalists and publishers who violate the
restrictions related to defamation, libel, and insults including critical discussion of the monarchy, state institutions,
territorial integrity, and Islam. Prison sentences can be imposed on those convicted of libel. The press code lists
threats to public order as one of the criteria for censorship. The government has the ability to revoke licenses and
to suspend and confiscate publications. Within these very broadly construed limits, politically diverse newspapers
and weeklies published news and commentary often critical of nonsensitive policies and personalities.

The Ministry of Communication (MOC) issued directives and guidance, and subsidized publications including those
critical of the government. The placement of government-directed advertising also influenced revenue of print
media outlets. Direct government subsidies varied according to the percentage of the population reading the
publication. The government temporarily suspended publications it judged offensive. After some delay, it allowed
suspended publications to continue operation. Newspapers reported exercising self-censorship as a result of these
restrictions.

The government registered and licensed domestic newspapers and journals.
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On October 31, the MOC banned distribution of the international edition of the French weekly L'Express which
carried a cover story entitled, "The shock: Jesus-Mohammed: Their journey, their message, their vision of the

world."

The government owned la Societe Nationale de la Radiodiffusion et de la Television, formerly Moroccan Radio
Television, which owned and operated several local television and radio stations. It also partially owned the 2M
television and radio network. The French-backed Medi-Sat television and Medi 1 radio were nominally private and
independent. A government appointed committee monitored broadcasts. The government owned or partially owned
the only television stations whose broadcasts could be received in most parts of the country without decoders or
satellite dishes. Since 2006 the government has licensed the operations of several independent radio stations that
offer news and information. Satellite dishes were widely used. The government did not impede the reception of
foreign broadcasts.

The MOC accredited 115 foreign correspondents, including 17 international press agencies, 29 television
correspondents, six radio reporters, and 24 daily and weekly journalists.

Authorities subjected journalists to harassment and intimidation during the year. In April police beat three
journalists for covering a protest against rising food prices outside of parliament.

On May 6, the government suspended Al-Jazeera's broadcasting license, forcing it to cease broadcasting its nightly
Maghreb news bulletin from Rabat. Al-Jazeera was permitted to retain its office in Rabat.

On July 11, a court fined Al-Jazeera Rabat bureau chief Hassan al-Rachidi 49,000 dirhams ($6,000) and suspended
his press accreditation for "publishing false information" after the channel quoted human rights activist Brahim Sab
Alail as alleging that security forces killed protesters during protests in the town of Sidi Ifni. At one point, Rachidi's
attorneys withdrew from his case in protest, claiming that the court refused to allow them to call defense witnesses.
Al-Rachidi appealed, claiming that the court did not follow correct procedures for the suspension of his press
accreditation. On December 3, the Rabat appeals court postponed hearing the case until January 7.

On May 21, Rafael Marchante, a Spanish photographer employed by Reuters, claimed he was attacked by police
while covering a demonstration by unemployed university graduates in Rabat.

In August 2007 a Casablanca court sentenced Abderrahim Ariri, publisher of Al Watan, to a six-month suspended
prison sentence while Mustapha Hormatallah, a journalist for the paper, was sentenced to eight months in prison.
Both journalists were also fined 1,000 dirhams ($130). The men were arrested and detained on July 17 for
publishing an article containing a confidential military document warning of an Al-Qa'ida attack. Both men were

held incommunicado for several days after their original arrest, and Ariri claimed he was "roughed up" and denied
access to his attorney. Hormatallah was freed on bail during his appeal, but returned to prison to serve his sentence
after losing his appeal. He was released on July 13. During the year there was no change in the status of Nadia
Yassine, who authorities summoned to court in 2005 for publicly stating her belief that the country would be
healthier as a republic than as a monarchy. Her trial remained in abeyance.

In August 2007 authorities seized editions of TelQuel and its Arabic-language sister publication Nichane. Their
director, Ahmed Reda Benchemsi, was charged with "lack of respect for the king's person and for public morality."
The seized issues published an editorial on the king's July 30 Throne Day speech, in which the king stated that the
upcoming parliamentary elections would strengthen the country's democracy and also an article entitled "Sex in
Islamic Culture.” Nichane was withdrawn from newsstands, but TelQuel was seized before publication. The case
against Benchemsi was postponed repeatedly and remains pending.
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Internet Freedom

There is no specific law and no judicial decision concerning Internet content or access. On occasion the government,
through Maroc Telecom, temporarily blocked access to specific Web sites. Authorities blocked the JCO Web site
sporadically.

On February 5, police arrested engineering student Fouad Murtada and charged him with criminal impersonation
and identity theft for creating a page on the Facebook social networking site purporting to be that of King
Mohammed VI's younger brother, Prince Moulay Rachid. Murtada said he had set up the page "as a joke" and to
"attract women," while the government stated that he had engaged in "criminal impersonation and identity theft."
On February 22, the Casablanca court convicted Murtada and sentenced him to three years in prison. After
widespread protests, the king pardoned him on March 19.

On September 4, blogger Mohammed Erraji was arrested on charges of insulting the king under article 41 of the
press code for posting a blog entry entitled "King encourages dependency on handouts." He was sentenced to two
years in prison by the Agadir Court and fined 5,000 dirhams ($538) on September 8. On September 18, an appeals
court overturned his case on procedural grounds and released him.

In May 2007 authorities blocked access to YouTube.com for six days after it aired videos considered insulting to the
king and for four days due to concerns about a video implicating police in corruption. Since 2006 the government
blocked the sites "Google Earth," "Google Maps," and LiveJournal.com on various occasions. Internet access is
widely available in urban areas and to a lesser extent in rural sectors. Internet cafes are numerous and can be
found in even the most remote parts of the country. According to 2007 International Telecommunication Union
data, there were approximately 483,400 subscribers and 6.6 million users in the country.

Academic Freedom and Cultural Events

By law and in practice, the