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Nigeria is a federal republic of 36 states and a capital territory, with a population of approximately 140 million. In
April 2007 Umaru Musa Yar'Adua of the ruling People's Democratic Party (PDP) was elected to a four-year term as
president; the PDP won 70 percent of seats in the national legislature and 75 percent of state governorships. The
election was marred by what international and domestic observers characterized as massive fraud and serious
irregularities, including vote rigging and political violence. Numerous election tribunals, which continued to hear
complaints brought by losing parties at all levels, resulted by year's end in the nullification of nine local-level
elections, nine senatorial elections, and 11 gubernatorial elections. On December 12, the Supreme Court rejected
the appeals of two major opposition presidential candidates, upholding the election of President Yar'Adua. While
civilian authorities generally maintained effective control of the security forces, there were numerous instances in
which elements of the security forces acted outside the law.

The government's human rights record remained poor, and government officials at all levels continued to commit
serious abuses. The most significant human rights problems included the abridgement of citizens' right to change
their government; extrajudicial killings by security forces; the use of lethal and excessive force by security forces;
vigilante killings; impunity for abuses by security forces; torture, rape, and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment of prisoners, detainees, and criminal suspects; harsh and life-threatening prison and detention center
conditions; arbitrary arrest and prolonged pretrial detention; executive influence on the judiciary and judicial
corruption; infringement on privacy rights; restrictions on freedom of speech, press, assembly, religion, and
movement; domestic violence and discrimination against women; female genital mutilation (FGM); child abuse and
child sexual exploitation; societal violence; ethnic, regional, and religious discrimination; trafficking in persons for
the purpose of prostitution and forced labor; and child labor.

RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Section 1 Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including Freedom From:

a. Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life

The government or its agents did not commit any politically motivated killings; however, national police, army, and
other security forces committed extrajudicial killings and used lethal and excessive force to apprehend criminals
and to disperse demonstrators during the year.

On February 25, police killed approximately 50 persons, burned nearly 100 homes, and destroyed more than 150
market stalls in Ogaminana, just outside Okene, Adavi local government area, Kogi State. Credible reports indicate
the police attacked the village in reprisal for the reported killing of a colleague by local youths the previous day.

There was no formal investigation of the incident.

On November 27, in Jos, ethno-religious violence erupted during the vote tabulation for the Jos North Local
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Government Area elections resulting in the deaths of approximately 300 persons. Credible reports indicate the
police and military used lethal force during attempts to quell the violence, killing approximately 100 civilians. On
December 25, President Yar'Adua constituted an Administrative Panel of Inquiry to investigate the incident. Plateau
State Governor Jonah Jang challenged the federal government before the Supreme Court, contending that the
federal government did not have authority to investigate state affairs. Jang established a state level judicial panel
to investigate the situation on December 30. The House of Representatives also established an eight-member
committee to investigate the incident. The investigations were ongoing at year's end.

Police officers were not held accountable for excessive or deadly force or for the deaths of persons in custody.
Police generally operated with impunity in the apprehension, illegal detention, and sometimes execution of criminal
suspects.

On December 4, a coalition of 15 civil society groups operating under the umbrella of the Osun State Civil Societies
Coalition Against Corruption and Rights Violations petitioned the state House of Representatives to investigate
extrajudicial killings in Osun State, providing details to 10 alleged incidents, three of which occurred during the
year. The state house of representatives had not initiated an investigation by year's end.

For example, on October 14, four police officers from the 'A’ Division Police Station in Ede, Osun State allegedly
beat Misitura Ademola to death while in custody following her arrest over allegations of theft. There was no formal
investigation of the incident. On October 31, the local NGO Network on Police Reform in Nigeria (NOPRIN) reported
that police officers in Oshogbo, Osun State beat Dauda Najeem to death in an Ataoja Police Division cell while trying
to obtain a confession on charges of theft. The police later claimed that Najeem committed suicide while in custody.
There was no investigation by year's end.

There were no developments in the July 2007 case in which police from the Federal Capital Territory (FCT)
Command shot and killed Mallam Ibrahim, an Islamic cleric.

There were no developments in the following 2006 cases: the case in which police officers killed two suspected
thieves in the Rivers State city of Port Harcourt; the case in which four persons were killed when military and police
officers stormed the Ariaria market in Aba, Abia State, on the pretext of preventing vigilantes from operating there;
the case in which the media reported that brothers Juth and Romanus Akpowbo were arrested and killed in Kano
State after having been accused of armed robbery of the staff quarters of Bayero University; or the case in which
police in Umuahia North Local Government Area killed 12 suspected robbers.

Violence and lethal force at unauthorized police and military roadblocks and checkpoints continued during the year,
despite numerous announcements by the inspector-general of police that independent police roadblocks would be
eliminated and offenders punished. Police generally ignored the orders. Security forces were known to kill persons
while trying to extort money from them. For example, on October 31, a police officer shot and killed 23-year old
Gabriel Mordi at a checkpoint in Agbor,Delta State after an argument began over the police attempting to extort
money from Mordi's driver. Five police officers involved with the incident were reportedly arrested in early
November, but no further developments occurred by year's end.

There were no developments in the November 2007 case in which a police officer in Anambra State shot and killed
15-year-old Daniel Offiali and wounded six other bus passengers after the driver refused to pay a 20 naira
(approximately $0.16) bribe. The police officer was reportedly dismissed from the National Police Force and
arrested, but at year's end the status of the case was unknown.

There were no developments in the 2006 case in which police officers in the FCT outside Abuja shot and killed a
driver who refused to pay a 20 naira (approximately $0.16) bribe.
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Police and military personnel used excessive and sometimes deadly force in the suppression of civil unrest, property
vandalism, and interethnic violence.

On January 3, police in Okeagbe, Ondo State allegedly shot and killed three youths and wounded two others who
were demonstrating against local police extortion. There were no further developments in the case at year's end.

On January 15, police allegedly killed four persons in the Sabon Tasha area of Kaduna State protesting the failure of
the Power Holding Company of Nigeria to deal with power outages. There were no further developments in the case
at year's end.

There were no developments in the following 2007 cases: the January case in which one person was killed and 20
injured by police when violence erupted at the Oshogbo Local Government Office after several members of the local
government council asked the council's chairman to explain the expenditure of funds from the federal accounts; or
the July case in which police shot and killed two persons in Omi-Adio, Oyo State, during a clash with members of
the National Union of Road Transport Workers, who accused police of torturing and killing a union member the day
before. The union members set the police station afire and attacked the officer on duty. Police arrested 49 persons.
No further information on the status of the case was available at year's end.

The Joint Task Force (JTF) conducted raids on militant groups and criminal suspects in the Niger Delta region,
resulting in numerous deaths and injuries (see section 1.g.).

There were reports of summary executions, assaults, and other abuses carried out by military personnel and
paramilitary mobile police across the Niger Delta (see section 1.g.).

Unlike last year, there were no reports of killings by unknown assailants that may have been politically motivated.

There were no developments in the following 2007 cases: the February case in which unknown gunmen killed PDP
Chieftain Lawson Onokpasa of Delta State; the March case in which unidentified gunmen assassinated Taofiki
Onigboho, a relative of a suspected criminal working for Governor Rasheed Ladoja, in Ibadan; or the August case in
which Victor Obafaiye, the principal witness for the opposition Action Congress in the Kogi State election tribunal
case, was killed.

Despite President Yar'Adua's 2007 directive to the inspector general of police to reopen all unresolved cases of
killings of political figures, there were no developments in the May 2007 arrest of nine suspects allegedly connected
to the 2006 killing of Lagos State gubernatorial candidate Funsho Williams-- including the three mobile policemen
responsible for guarding him and four colleagues close to him-- all of whom were imprisoned without trial; or the
June 2007 reopening of the case of Bola Ige, the former attorney general whose killing in 2001 was widely believed
to be linked to a political dispute between the then governor and deputy governor of Osun State.

There were no developments in the following 2006 killings, which may have been politically motivated: the January
killing by unknown assailants of Hajiya Saudatu Rimi, wife of former Kano State governor Alhaji Abubakar Rimi; the
June abduction and July killing of Plateau State gubernatorial aspirant Jesse Aruku of the Advanced Congress of
Democrats party; the August killing of Ekiti State PDP gubernatorial candidate Ayodeji Daramola; and the
December killing by unknown assailants of Timothy Ageba Uttah, the former council chairman of Gboko Local
Government Area and PDP aspirant for the state House of Assembly of Benue State.

There were no developments in the 2006 killings of four persons in Emohua and six persons in Gokana by gangs
controlled by rival political leaders in Rivers State.
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Killings carried out by organized gangs of armed robbers remained common during the year. In Lagos State, groups
of street youths, popularly known as "area boys," operated illegal highway checkpoints at which they demanded
money from motorists. There were no developments in the case of six "area boys" arrested in 2006 for allegedly
killing two Federal Road Management Agency officers.

There continued to be reports of street mobs killing suspected criminals during the year. There were no arrests
reported from these mob actions, and no developments in cases from previous years.

Disappearance

There were no reports of politically motivated disappearances; however, there were kidnappings by militant groups
in connection with the conflict in the Niger Delta, particularly Port Harcourt (see section 1.g.).

c. Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Although the constitution and law prohibit such practices and provide for punishment of such abuses, security
services personnel, including police, military, and State Security Service (SSS) officers, regularly beat
demonstrators, criminal suspects, detainees, and convicted prisoners. Police mistreated civilians regularly to extort
money. The law prohibits the introduction into trials of evidence and confessions obtained through torture;
however, police often used torture to extract confessions.

There were reports that security forces tortured persons and used excessive force during the year. In March 2007
the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture visited the country at the government's invitation to assess reports of official
abuse. On the basis of discussions with detainees, visits to prisons and police stations, and forensic medical
evidence collected over a one-week period, the rapporteur reported that torture was endemic in law enforcement
operations, including police custody, and was often used to extract alleged confessions. According to his report,
methods of torture included flogging with whips; beating with batons and machetes; shooting in the foot;
threatening a suspect with death and then shooting him with powder cartridges; suspension from the ceiling; and
denying food, water, and medical treatment.

On July 26, a police officer allegedly beat Baba Mohammed into a coma at the conclusion of a marathon, when
participants began to protest against the event organizer, local cellular phone company MTN, for not distributing
prizes as promised. According to eyewitnesses, the police officer struck Mohammed three times with his baton
before leaving him unconscious. Mohammed was brought to a local hospital where he continued his recovery at
year's end. There was no formal investigation of the incident.

On November 3, Nigerian navy officers pulled Uzoma Okere from her car and beat and stripped her for allegedly
failing to move out of the way of the navy officers' vehicle. The incident was filmed by a bystander. President
Yar'Adua called for an investigation into the incident and for a report to be submitted. A Board of Inquiry was
established and on November 26, Chief of Defense Staff Paul Dike submitted its findings to President Yar'Adua. The
report was not made public, but there were allegations that Okere was not allowed to provide testimony. There
were no further developments at year's end.

There were no developments in the September 2007 case in which 25-year-old Surajo Mohammed died in detention
while being interrogated by a Katsina State police sergeant who had arrested him for allegedly stealing a bottle of
palm wine. Following the incident, State Police Commissioner Dan Doma announced that the officer had been

arrested, but no trial had been scheduled by year's end.

There were no developments in the following 2006 cases: the May case in which police in Delta State arrested
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Segun Pioko, allegedly tortured him, and killed him; in the October case in which Kano State police beat unruly
youth with sticks and whips to clear the way for the motorcade of the governor; the April case in which four
demonstrators died and 50 persons were arrested when police in the Njaba local government area, Imo State,
carried out reprisal attacks after youths rioted outside the local police station to protest police roadblocks in the
area; or the June case in which Delta State police officers beat Peter Osimiri and left him for dead when he refused
to pay a 20,000 naira (approximately $156) bribe. Osmiri died shortly after arriving at the hospital.

There were credible reports during the year that security forces committed rape and other forms of sexual violence
against women and girls with impunity. Police officials acknowledged that rape was a problem. Amnesty
International (Al) reported that women frequently were raped while in detention but did not report the abuse
because of the social stigma attached to rape and the fact that police officers were the perpetrators. In July the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) reported a sharp increase in reported cases of rape and sexual abuse,
particularly of minors and women in prisons and detention centers around the country. In December 2007 NOPRIN
stated it had monitored 400 police stations in 13 states for a year and found that killings, torture, extortion, and
rape had become routine because the authorities shielded police officers from the law.

There were reports that security forces beat journalists during the year.

Varying Shari'a penal codes (Islamic law) were in place in 12 northern states, and Shari'a courts delivered "hadd"
sentences, for example caning, for minor offenses such as petty theft, public consumption of alcohol, and
prostitution; it was unknown if any of the sentences were carried out by year's end. The term hadd refers to those
crimes mentioned explicitly in the Koran. For example, adulterers are subject to death by stoning. Although such
sentences were handed down during the year, none were carried out, nor were death sentences carried out in cases
originating in earlier years. In contrast to the previous year, there were no sentences of amputation handed down.
However, there were numerous Shari'a cases from previous years pending appeal or implementation of sentence,
including pending amputation and stoning sentences in Jigawa, Bauchi, Niger, Kano, and Zamfara States.

Statutory law mandates that state governors either impose a stay or implement amputation or death sentences.
Sentences under Shari'a often were not carried out because of the lengthy process for appeals. Because no relevant
case had been appealed to the federal level, federal appellate courts had yet to decide whether such punishments
violate the constitution. Stoning and amputation sentences were consistently overturned on procedural or
evidentiary grounds but had not been challenged on constitutional grounds. Caning is also a punishment under
common law in the Northern Region Penal Code and had not been challenged in the courts as a violation of
statutory law. In some cases convicted persons were allowed to pay a fine or go to jail instead of being caned.
These sentences usually were carried out immediately, while the Shari‘a criminal procedure code allows defendants
30 days to appeal sentences involving mutilation or death; in practice, appeals often took much longer.

On February 23, an upper Shari'a Court in Katsina State sentenced Mani Sule and Rabo Umaru to death by stoning
for adultery for the alleged rape and impregnation of a 16-year-old girl. The sentence was not carried out by year's

end.

There were no developments in the May 2007 case in which the Shari‘a court of Bauchi State sentenced Ade Dabo
to death by stoning for the alleged rape of two female minors in 2003.

There were numerous ethnic or communal clashes during the year. The government generally did not provide police
in rural areas with sufficient resources to control societal violence.

Prison and Detention Center Conditions
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Prison and detention conditions remained harsh and life threatening. Most of the 227 prisons were built 70 to 80
years ago and lacked basic facilities. Lack of potable water, inadequate sewage facilities, and severe overcrowding
resulted in dangerous and unsanitary conditions. The 227 prisons held an estimated population of 40,000, with
some prisons holding 200 to 300 percent more persons than their designed capacity. Additionally, the country
operated 86 satellite prisons, 11 farm centers, eight zonal offices, and six directorates, all of which housed
prisoners and detainees. Reliable data was not available to estimate the number of persons held in these other
facilities. The government acknowledged overcrowding as the main cause of the harsh conditions common in the
prison system. Excessively long pretrial detention contributed to the overcrowding.

On April 14, Superintendent of Prisons and Public Relations Officer of Lagos State Command Ope Fantinikun
reported that although the prisons in Lagos only had capacity for 2,905 prisoners, they housed over 4,000.

Makurdi Prison in Benue State, which had capacity for 240 prisoners, housed 464. Ado-EKkiti Prison in Edo State,
which reportedly had the capacity for 200 prisoners, held 290 in March.

In July Controller General of Nigeria Prisons Olusola Ogundipe told the NHRC that the Port Harcourt prison had
capacity for 808 inmates but actually housed approximately 2,800, of whom 2,000 were awaiting trial.

In March 2007 the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture reported that prison conditions were deplorable, that those
awaiting trial suffered more than those already convicted due to lack of funding for their care, and that inadequate
medical treatment caused many prisoners to die of treatable illnesses.

Following a July 2007 visit to 10 prisons in the states of Enugu, Kano, Lagos, and the FCT, Al issued a report citing
appalling prison conditions, noting that many prisoners were considered "forgotten inmates" because they had been
incarcerated for years without trial.

Disease was pervasive in the cramped, poorly ventilated facilities, and chronic shortages of medical supplies were
reported. HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis were of particular concern. Only those with money or whose relatives brought
food regularly had sufficient food; prison officials routinely stole money provided for food for prisoners. Poor
inmates often relied on handouts from others to survive. Beds or mattresses were not provided to many inmates,
forcing them to sleep on concrete floors, often without a blanket. Prison officials, police, and other security forces
often denied inmates food and medical treatment as punishment or to extort money. The International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) continued to provide health and hygiene items to prisoners during the year.

Harsh conditions and denial of proper medical treatment contributed to many prison deaths. For example, in
September 2007 inadequate medical attention allegedly contributed to the death of Olawale Daniel, an inmate at
the Agodi Federal Prison in Ibadan. His death sparked a riot between inmates and guards on September 11, which
resulted in the deaths of 11 prisoners and injury to an estimated 60 others, including four staff members.

Women were held with male prisoners, especially in rural areas. Although the law precludes the imprisonment of
children, Attorney General and Minister of Justice Michael Aondoakaa stated there were more than 300 children in
the prisons, many of whom were born there. Aondoakaa stated that the federal government had ordered the
release of those children and the ministry would try to identify and release the mothers as well. There was no
information on whether any inmates or children were released by year's end.

The government allowed international and domestic NGOs, including Al and Prisoners Rehabilitation and Welfare
Action (PRAWA), and the ICRC regular access to prisons. PRAWA and the ICRC published newsletters on their work.
The government admitted that there were problems with its incarceration and rehabilitation programs and worked
with groups such as these to address those problems.
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The UN Special Rapporteur on Torture reported appalling conditions in detention center cells, noting crowded and
unsanitary cells and insufficient food, clean water, and access to medical care. The rapporteur noted, however, that
conditions for female detainees were much better than those of males.

d. Arbitrary Arrest or Detention

The constitution and law prohibit arbitrary arrest and detention; however, police and security forces continued to
employ these practices.

Role of the Police and Security Apparatus

The Nigeria Police Force (NPF) is responsible for law enforcement. Internal security is the duty of the SSS, which
reports to the president through the national security advisor. Due to the inefficacy of the police, who were often
unable to control societal violence, the government continued to rely on the army in some cases. Each NPF state
unit was commanded by an assistant inspector general. The constitution prohibits state- and local-level
governments from organizing their own police forces. The NPF committed human rights abuses and generally
operated with impunity in the apprehension, illegal detention, and sometimes execution of criminal suspects. The
SSS also was responsible for a variety of human rights abuses, particularly in limiting freedom of speech and press.

Corruption was rampant, most often at highway checkpoints. Police routinely stopped drivers who had committed
no traffic infractions, refusing to allow a car to continue until the driver paid a bribe. The Inspector General of Police
(IGP) made efforts to strengthen the Police Monitoring Unit which was supposed to visit police stations and search
police officers for signs of accepting bribes. During the year, the unit visited six police stations in the FCT and
reportedly arrested eight officers for extorting bribes from the public. In November, the IGP arrested seven officers
for mounting illegal checkpoints at the border between Ogun and Oyo States.

Although citizens could report incidents of police corruption to the NHRC, this agency was not empowered to act in
response to such complaints.

On January 8, the federal government inaugurated a 16-member Police Reform Committee to examine the NPF and
identify measures to enhance its effectiveness. However, no action had been taken by year's end.

Arrest and Detention

Police and security forces were empowered to arrest without warrant based on reasonable suspicion that a person
had committed an offense; they often abused this power. Under the law police may detain persons for 48 hours
before charging them with an offense. The law requires an arresting officer to inform the accused of charges at the
time of arrest and take the accused to a police station for processing within a reasonable time; and provide
suspects with the opportunity to engage counsel and post bail. However, suspects were routinely detained without
being informed of charges and denied access to counsel and family members. Detainees often were kept
incommunicado for long periods. Provision of bail was often arbitrary or subject to extrajudicial influence.
Conditions of bail set by judges often were too stringent to be met. At the November 2007 All Nigerian Judges
Conference, President Yar'Adua reminded judges to respect the rights of citizens while implementing the law. At the
same conference, Chief Justice of Nigeria Idris Kutigi called on judges to stop purposely setting bail with almost
unattainable conditions. In many areas there was no functioning bail system, so suspects were held in investigative
detention for prolonged periods. Numerous detainees alleged that police demanded bribes before they were taken
to court to have their cases heard. If family members wanted to attend a trial, police often demanded additional
payment.
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Persons who happened to be in the vicinity of a crime reportedly were held for interrogation for periods ranging
from a few hours to several months. After their release, they frequently were asked to return for further
questioning.

Unlike last year, there were no alleged cases of arbitrary arrest based on political motives.

No action was taken against officials involved in the following 2007 cases: the April case in which the All Nigeria
Peoples Party (ANPP) governorship candidate in Kaduna State and other key officials of the party were arrested,
detained, and later released ; the April case in which the ANPP governorship candidate in Ebonyi State, Chief
Ogbonnaya Onu, was beaten, arrested, and released a week later after his supporters protested the results of the
gubernatorial election; or the April case in which Emmanuel Ezeazu, secretary general of the Alliance for Credible
Elections, was detained and questioned by the SSS in connection with a planned demonstration against the conduct
of the April 22 elections. He was asked to sign an agreement not to organize or protest, but he declined to do so
and was released on May 1.

Members of the Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB), a separatist group
espousing Igbo unity and the secession of Igbo-majority states, initiated frequent violent clashes with the
government, particularly in Onitsha, Anambra State. Police sometimes reacted by arresting large numbers of
MASSOB members. In June police arrested 78 MASSOB members during a commemoration celebration of the
Nigerian Civil War-era secessionist state of Biafra and charged them with conspiracy to commit a felony because of
their intent to stage a protest that would result in political unrest.

On May 15, an Abuja Court of Appeal granted MASSOB leader Ralph Uwazurike continued bail after a High Court
judge released him on bail in October 2007 for three months. The Court of Appeal also granted bail to the 10 others
accused with Uwazurike of treason and stated the evidence in the case was weak. However, on the same day, all of
the accused were rearraigned on charges of treason because the High Court judge who had granted bail was
transferred, requiring the trial to start anew for the third time since 2005. Although all of the accused remained free
on bail, there was no progress in the trial by year's end.

Most of the 69 MASSOB members arrested in a 2006 sweep remained in detention at year's end.

There were no developments involving the trial of Mujaheed Asari Dokubo, who was released on bail in June 2007.
Dokubo, the leader of the Niger Delta People's Volunteer Force, was arrested in 2005 for treason.

On April 11, a Lagos State judge acquitted Hamza Al Mustapha and his four codefendants of charges of treason for
an alleged assassination attempt on former President Obasanjo. However, on April 15, an lkeja high court
rearraigned Al Mustapha and three of his codefendants on charges of conspiracy and the 1996 attempted murder of
Alex lbru, the minister of internal affairs under the Abacha regime and publisher of The Guardian newspaper. The
chief judge of Lagos State granted bail to one of the four codefendants, Ishaya Bamaiyi, and transferred his case to
another high court. By separating the cases, the trial was forced to begin anew in June. Despite the attention given
in the press, there were no developments in the new trial by year's end, and Al Mustapha remained in detention
almost 10 years after his initial arrest.

The Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) arrested and detained several state, local, and federal
government officials on corruption charges during the year. Critics charged that some arrests were politically

motivated and that periods of investigative detention at times exceeded legal limits.

Security forces detained journalists and demonstrators during the year.
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Lengthy pretrial detention remained a serious problem, and human rights groups reported that detainees awaiting
trial constituted 65 percent of the prison population, with some awaiting trial more than 10 years. Serious backlogs,
endemic corruption, and undue political influence continued to hamper the judicial system. In a July interview with
the NHRC, Controller of Prisons Olusola Adigun Ogundipe stated that there were 40,240 inmates in the country's
prisons, 27,287 of whom were awaiting trial. Multiple adjournments in some cases led to serious delays. Police cited
their inability to provide secure transportation to court for detainees on their trial dates as one reason why so many
were denied a trial. The NHRC reported that some detainees were held because their case files had been lost. Some
state governments released inmates already detained for longer than the potential maximum sentence would be if
they were convicted. Although detainees had the right to submit complaints to the NHRC, the commission had no
power to respond. Detainees could try to complain to the courts, but often found this impossible. Even detainees
with legal representation often waited years to gain access to the courts.

On April 14, the local NGO New Initiative for Social Development (NISD) facilitated the bail and release of 11
prisoners as a result of a March 12 workshop entitled "Stakeholders in Access to Justice for Prisoners Awaiting Trial
in Ekiti State" that brought together representatives from the prisons service, police, and judiciary to discuss issues
related to prisoners awaiting trial.

Amnesty

Despite the government's announcement in 2006 that it planned to relieve prison overcrowding by granting
amnesty to 25,000 of the country's 40,000 prisoners, little progress was made. However, the government often
extended amnesties to those whose pretrial detention period exceeded the maximum sentence they would have
received if convicted. In May 2007 the government announced that it would free all prisoners over age 70 and all
those over 60 who had been on death row for more than a decade; however, there was no evidence that any
inmates were released by year's end.

On April 14, Lagos State Chief Judge Ade Alabi released 36 inmates from Ikoyi Prison in Lagos due to time already

served.
e. Denial of Fair Public Trial

Although the constitution and law provide for an independent judiciary, the judicial branch remained susceptible to
executive and legislative branch pressure. Political leaders influenced the judiciary, particularly at the state and
local levels. Understaffing, underfunding, inefficiency, and corruption continued to prevent the judiciary from
functioning adequately. There was a widespread perception that judges were easily bribed and that litigants could
not rely on the courts to render impartial judgments. Citizens encountered long delays and frequent requests from
judicial officials for bribes to expedite cases or obtain a favorable ruling. Judges frequently failed to appear for
trials, often because they were pursuing other sources of income, and sometimes because of threats against them.
In addition court officials often lacked the proper equipment, training, and motivation to perform their duties, with
lack of motivation primarily due to inadequate compensation. During the year Supreme Court judges called for a
more independent judiciary.

The Ministry of Justice implemented strict requirements for education and length of service for judges at the federal
and state level; however, there were no requirements or monitoring body for judges at the local level, leading to
corruption and miscarriages of justice in those courts.

The regular court system is composed of federal and state trial courts, state appeals courts, the Federal Court of

Appeal, and the Supreme Court. There are Shari'a and customary (traditional) courts of appeal in states that use
Shari'a for civil or criminal law, including a customary court in the FCT. Courts of first instance include magistrate or
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district courts, customary or traditional courts, Shari'a courts, and for some specified cases, the state high courts.
The constitution also provides that the government establish a Federal Shari'a Court of Appeal and Final Court of
Appeal, but these courts had not been established by year's end.

The constitution provides that states may establish courts based on common law or customary law systems. The
law also provides that states may elect to use the Shari'a Penal Code in the courts. While Shari'a courts had been in
operation throughout the northern part of the country for centuries, in 2000, Shari'a courts were empowered to
also hear criminal cases and pass sentences based on the Shari'a penal code, which outlines hadd offenses and
punishments, including caning, death by stoning, and amputation.

The nature of a case usually determined which court had jurisdiction. The return to the Shari'a courts stemmed at
least in part from inefficiency and corruption in the regular court system.

Defendants have the right to challenge the constitutionality of Shari'a criminal statutes through the common law
appellate courts; however, no challenges with adequate legal standing reached the common law appellate system.
The constitution also provides for the government to establish a federal Shari'a court of appeal; however, this had
not been done by year's end. The highest appellate court for Shari'a remained the Supreme Court, staffed by
common law judges who were not required to have any formal training in the Shari‘a penal code.

Trial Procedures

According to the constitution, defendants have the right to an expeditious trial. The law requires a trial within three
months of arraignment for most crimes; however, there were considerable delays, often stretching to several years,
in bringing suspects to trial. The law does not provide for juries. Most detainees were poor and could not afford to
pay the informal costs, such as transportation to the court house or bribes, associated with moving their trials
forward, and as a result they remained in prison. Wealthier defendants who were not detained employed numerous
delaying tactics and in many cases bribed judges to grant numerous continuances. Such practices clogged the court
calendar and prevented trials from starting or progressing.

Although the constitution provides for public trials in the regular court system and individual rights in criminal
cases, including a presumption of innocence, the right to be present, confront witnesses, present evidence and
witnesses, be represented by legal counsel and have access to government-held evidence; these rights were not
always respected or observed due to corruption and lack of institutional capacity within the judiciary. Although an
accused person is entitled to counsel of his choice, there is no law preventing a trial from going forward without
counsel, except for certain offenses for which the penalty is death. The Legal Aid Act provides for the appointment
of counsel in such cases, and stipulates that a trial should not go forward without it.

In both common law and Shari'a courts, indigent persons without representation were more likely to have their
sentences carried out immediately upon being sentenced, although all convicted persons have the right to appeal.
The federal government instituted a panel of legal scholars in 2003 to draft a uniform Shari'a penal code to replace
divergent Shari'a codes adopted by various northern states; however, the panel did not produce a report during the
year, and states continued to apply their individual codes.

There were no legal provisions in common law barring women or other groups from testifying in civil or criminal
proceedings or giving their testimony less weight, but the testimony of women and non-Muslims usually was
accorded less weight in Shari‘'a courts. Some "qgadis" (Shari'a court judges) allowed separate evidentiary
requirements to prove adultery or fornication for male and female defendants. For women, pregnancy was deemed
permissible evidence in some Shari'a courts. By contrast, men could only be convicted by confessing to the crime or
if there was eyewitness testimony. However, Shari'a courts did provide women with some benefits, including
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increased access to divorce, child custody, and alimony, because it was significantly easier, faster, and cheaper to
get an audience in a Shari'a court than a common law court.

Political Prisoners and Detainees

There were no reports of political prisoners or detainees; however, persons arrested in previous years for alleged
treason remained in detention at year's end.

Civil Judicial Procedures and Remedies

The constitution and law provide for an independent judiciary in civil matters; however, the executive and the
legislature also exerted undue influence and pressure in civil cases. A widespread lack of will by authorities to
implement court decisions, and corruption, also interfered with due process. The law provides for access to the
courts for the redress of grievances, and courts can award damages and issue injunctions to stop or prevent a
human rights violation. However, the decisions of civil courts were extremely difficult to enforce.

f. Arbitrary Interference with Privacy, Family, Home, or Correspondence

The law prohibits such actions, but authorities at times continued to infringe on these rights. Police raided homes
without warrants.

The Federal Capital Development Authority (FCDA) continued to illegally demolish homes and businesses in the
FCT. The government typically claimed that the homes or offices that were demolished lacked proper permits and
consequently did not provide compensation to the owners, even sometimes to those able to produce paperwork
indicating the structures were built legally. There was no transparent legal process for deciding which homes would
be bulldozed, and those who had their homes bulldozed had no recourse to appeal and received no compensation.
The FCDA maintained the public position that the homes and offices did not comply with the master plan for the
city. According to the Swiss-based Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions, authorities demolished more than
800,000 homes in the Abuja area since 2003. There was widespread opinion that the demolitions were primarily
motivated by corruption and discrimination based on socioeconomic class, since mostly lower and middle class
persons lost their homes and property, which was sold to wealthy persons with connections to government officials
once vacated.

In June bulldozers accompanied by police officers razed hundreds of homes and displaced approximately 2,000
persons living in the Toge area of Abuja. Although authorities apparently alerted residents months in advance by
marking each home with a giant red X, many residents remained due to poverty.

On August 4, authorities demolished homes in Gabi and Karamagigi villages in Abuja. The district officer in charge
of the demolition team reportedly claimed that the residents were given two weeks' notice and that these villages
had in fact been demolished two years ago, but the residents illegally rebuilt in the same location.

During the week of November 14, the Lagos State government demolished an estimated 2,000 homes despite a
Lagos High Court ruling in May that called for a stay of action until a hearing scheduled for November 18. The Lagos
State Ministry of Lands claimed the houses, which had been there over 25 years, were illegal structures and that
government was recovering its land.

g. Use of Excessive Force and Other Abuses in Internal Conflicts

The Niger Delta region was home to one of Africa's largest oil industries, which exported nearly 2 million barrels of
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crude per day. Particularly since 2006, militant groups increasingly employed violence, including kidnapping of oil
company workers, to demand greater control of the region's resources. Abductions for ransom, armed robberies,
gang turf wars, and fighting connected to the theft of crude oil, known as illegal oil bunkering, continued during the
year and contributed to the region's general insecurity and lack of economic vitality.

Criminal gangs in areas such as Port Harcourt, Rivers State, were widely believed to have been sponsored initially
by politicians to intimidate opponents and aid election rigging, but have since engaged in crimes unrelated to
political objectives. Some of these gangs (locally called "cults™) had amassed significant wealth and power. Power
struggles between gangs resulted in hundreds of deaths, including of civilian bystanders, and reportedly damaged
personal property and homes.

Numerous hostage takings occurred during the year, including the abduction of 82 expatriates, five of whom
continued to be held by their kidnappers at year's end. There were four expatriate fatalities in connection with
attacks on oil facilities or hostage taking incidents. An estimated 400 persons (nationals and expatriates) were
kidnapped in approximately 100 incidents during the year. Some kidnappings were perpetrated by militant groups
trying to force the government to develop local economies, increase local control of oil revenues, or release
prisoners; others were conducted for financial gain. Oil facility guards and JTF soldiers were among those killed in
these incidents. During the year Niger Delta criminals continued to kidnap the relatives (usually children or
mothers) of prominent state politicians for ransom or to force payment for services, such as protection details and
voter intimidation, which were rendered during