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What is the current situation of Jews and anti-Semitism in Georgia?
Response:

According to the Research and Advocacy Director of the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews
(UCSJ), the situation for Jews in Georgia has improved significantly since the Soviet
period. Although isolated serious incidents of anti-Semitism have occurred and local police
have at times been unresponsive, the Georgian government has made official statements
of tolerance and the level of anti-Semitism in Georgia is considered to be lower than in
other countries of the former Soviet Union. The unstable political and social situation in
Georgia makes police protection a difficult issue for all Georgians, regardless of nationality
or religion. Those who have the means to pay bribes to police officers generally receive
the best protection. The UCSJ knows of no cases in which police protection was withheld
solely because the victim was Jewish (UCSJ, 30 January 2001).

Reporting of any incidents involving Jews in Georgia has been scarce, other than those
regarding the ownership of a synagogue in Tbilisi. On July 3, 2000 a Tbilisi City Court ruled
in favor of a theater group which had appealed an earlier decision granting ownership
rights to a Jewish Community whose synagogue had been confiscated by the Soviet
government (KNS, 11 July 2000). No other information on this topic could be found in
searches of publicly available sources.
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