
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

INFORMATION PACKET SERIES 


SYRIA 


SYRIAN JEWS: 


HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE AND CURRENT EVENTS 


[IP/SYR/92.001] 


AUGUST 1992 


All the sources of information contained in this document are identified and are publicly available. 

PRODUCED BY: 


INS RESOURCE INFORMATION CENTER 

425 I STREET, N.W. (ULLICO BUILDING, 3RD FLOOR)  


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20536 




 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS
 

Central Intelligence Agency, The World Factbook 1992 (Washington D.C.: Central Intelligence  
Agency, July 1992) (as reported in NEXIS) 

Factual demographic, political and social information. 

Canada, Canadian Immigration and Refugee Board Documentation Centre, Syria Country Profile 
(Ottawa, September, 1989) 


Factual demographic information, brief historical perspective, descriptions of Syrian 

human rights, and the status and treatment of Syrian Jews. 


The Minority Rights Group, The Jews of Africa and Asia, (London, 1987) pp. 6-7. 

Brief history of Jews in Syria from biblical times; effect of 1947 Israeli War; current 
status of Jews in society and in relation to government (1987). 

Federal Research Division, Library of Congress, Syria: A Country Study (Washington: US  
Government Printing Office, 1988) pp. 69-70, 100. 

Historical perspective; locations of Jewish communities in Syria; social characteristics of 
Jews; Syrian government classifications of Jews; discrimination of Jews. 

Aziz Abu-Hamad, Senior Researcher, Middle East Watch (New York), personal interview, 12 
August 1992 

Update on new laws affecting travel and sale/possession of assets; travel to Israel; family 
ties and immigration. 

United States Department of State, Country Report on Human Rights Practices for 1991 
(Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office, February 1992), pp. 1604, 1608-1610 

General human rights in Syria; freedom of religion; freedom of movement. 

Human Rights Watch, Human Rights Watch World Report 1992 (New York: Human Rights 
Watch, 1992), pp. 835, 837, 844. 


Synopsis of human rights violations; status of Jewish community; accounts of arrests, 

detention and releases of Syrian Jews during 1991. 


Amnesty International, Amnesty International Report 1992 (New York, Amnesty International, 
1991), pp. 246-248. 


Synopsis of human rights violations; status of Jewish community; accounts of arrests, 

detention and releases of Syrian Jews during 1991. 


Nora Boustany, "Syria's Jewish Residents Begin Systematic Exodus; Departures Trouble Many in 
Old Community," The Washington Post, 10 August 1992, p. A1 (as reported in NEXIS) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Changes in laws affecting Jews; immigration of Jews; social profiles; discussions of 
emigration by Jewish citizens. 

Earleen Fisher, "With Freer Travel, Syrian Jews Begin Leaving," The Associated Press, 26 May 
1992 (as reported in NEXIS). 

New laws affecting Syrian Jews; social commentary; discussions of emigration of Jews 
and laws. 

Seymour Reich, press release: "Jewish group seeking freedom for Syrian Jews denounces 
bombing of Syrian UN mission," National Task Force on Syrian Jewry, 27 February 1992 
(as reported in NEXIS). 

Statement of National Task Force on Syrian Jewry on situation of Syrian Jews. 

Michael Schelew, Paul Marcus of B'nai Brith Canada, "Jews in Syria Are a Captive Community,"  
The Montreal Gazette Editorial Section, 13 December 1991, p. B2 (as reported in  

 NEXIS) 

B'nai Brith Canada perspective on general situation of Syrian Jews, human rights and 
travel, and politics. 

Michael Schelew and Paul Marcus, "'Window of opportunity for Syrian Jews to Leave," The 
Jerusalem Post, 28 November 1991 (as reported in NEXIS) 

Restrictions on Syrian Jews; prospects of more relaxed laws; political perspective. 

Clifford Krauss, "Confrontation in the Gulf; Rights-Group Report Asserts Syria Tortures and  
Kills Political Foes," The New York Times, 14 September, 1990, p. A10 (as  
reported in NEXIS) 

Report on release of 1990 Middle East Watch report on human rights in Syria with short 
section specifically on Syrian Jews. 

Hearing of the Human Rights and International Organizations Subcommittee of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, testimony of Mr. Richard Schifter, Assistant Secretary Of  
State For Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs, 4 March 1992 (as reported in NEXIS). 

Discussing level of improvement of human rights in Syria with regard to Syrian Jews. 

Hearing of the Europe and the Middle East Subcommittee of the House Foreign Affairs 
 Committee, testimony of Thomas M.T. Niles, Assistant Secretary Of State for European  

and Canadian Affairs, 31 October 1991 (as reported in NEXIS) 

Freedom of Syrian Jews; travel. 

Council for the Rescue of Syrian Jews, "Syrian Jewry Fact Sheet", 1 July 1991 

Profile, restrictions and emigration of Syrian Jews. 


