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Query:

Would an individual who is ethnic Mano and who did not support the National Patriotic
Front of Liberia (NPFL) during the war, currently be perceived as a traitor and be at risk of
harm or torture by the Taylor government upon return?

Response:

The Mano people suffered imprisonment, torture and killings at the hands of the Doe
government after an unsuccessful coup attempt in 1985. Many Mano later joined the
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) led by Charles Taylor, which fought to oust the
Doe government from power (MRG 1997, 427-428). A representative of Human Rights
Watch indicated that the Taylor government is not currently targeting Manos who did not
fight for the NPFL during the war, rather the Krahn ethnic group remains most at risk of
harm by the Taylor government now (Norwojee 17 Dec. 1998). The NHRM representative
indicated that members of all ethnic groups are scrutinized upon return, particularly young
men of fighting age that the Taylor government fears could align themselves with
opponents of his government (NHRM 10 Dec. 1998).
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