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Guinea: Update to GIN41782.FE of 30 July 2003 on the treatment of members of the Rally for the Guinean People
(Rassemblement du peuple guinéen, RPG), in particular before and after the December 2003 elections, and its
current treatment (2003-January 2005)
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board, Ottawa

According to the Rally for the Guinean People (Rassemblement du peuple guinéen, RPG)-also known as the
Rally for the People of Guinea (Rassemblement du peuple de Guinée)-on the eve of a symposium organized by the
RPG for 9 June 2003 in Conakry, police arrested [translation] "a hundred militants;" some were beaten, while
others were taken to [translation] "places unknown" (Afrique Express 17 June 2003). Foreign participants were
expelled from Guinea, while the RPG leader, Alpha Condé, was forced [translation] "to return to his residence in
Conakry" (ibid.; see also Radio France Internationale 9 June 2003). Afrique Express indicated that [translation]
"police had used tear gas to disperse a hundred RPG activists at Conakry airport" (17 June 2003). A report from the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees indicated that "security forces treated protesters harshly" during
the incident (Aug. 2003), without providing any further details.

During a 20 October 2003 interview, Alpha Condé said that the head of the Supreme Court of Guinea had
falsified information in his file by adding "the Condemned mention," thereby preventing Condé from running in the
December 2003 presidential election (Radio France Internationale).

However, according to Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2003 , the political rights of former
political prisoners, including Alpha Condé, were restored in a general amnesty granted by the Guinean National
Assembly in November 2003 (25 Feb. 2004). The same source indicated that there were "no reports of political
prisoners" (Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2003 25 Feb. 2004).

Opposition parties, including the RPG, contested the holding of the 21 December 2003 presidential election,
in which President Lansana Conte "polled more than 95 percent of votes cast" (Radio France Internationale 26 Dec.
2003). Alpha Condé "has sworn never to touch Guinean soil as long as Lansana Conte is in power" (FBIS Report 24
May 2004; see also Radio France Internationale 27 Apr. 2004). According to sources, Condé was still outside the
country in May 2004 (FBIS Report 24 May 2004; see also Radio France Internationale 27 Apr. 2004) and was living
in Paris in mid-December 2004 (Aminata.com 16 Dec. 2004).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the
Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the
merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of additional sources consulted in
researching this Information Request.
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