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According to a renowned expert on the Middle East, and president of the
consulting firm Near East Support Services, the Muslim Brotherhood in Jordan
does not practice forced recruitment of Palestinians for jihad (12 Dec. 2006). He
described the Muslim Brotherhood in Jordan as a "significant force" in the country
with substantial Palestinian representation, but specified that it differs from
Muslim Brotherhood organizations in other countries such as Egypt (President 12
Dec. 2006). The President of Near East Support Services explained that the
Muslim Brotherhood in Jordan practices "soft recruitment" in cultural or religious
milieus rather than "hard recruitment" in the manner of al Qaeda (ibid.). A 24
March 2006 news article states that the Muslim Brotherhood in Jordan focuses its
activities on Palestinian refugee camps and regions populated by Jordanians of
Palestinian origin (WLUML). In a 13 December 2006 telephone interview, a
professor specializing in Middle Eastern politics at the University of Southern
California stated that the Muslim Brotherhood is made up of both Palestinian
and "East Bank" members; East Bank refers to Jordanians of Transjordanian
origin.

According to the President of the Near East Support Services, the Muslim
Brotherhood in Jordan is not a "terrorist" organization (12 Dec. 2006). In
contrast, a 13 September 2006 news article describes religious edicts or "fatwas"
issued by the council of the Muslim Brotherhood in Jordan as promoting jihad and
holy war (Dow Jones Newswires 13 Sept. 2006). Another news article reports
that Jordanian Prime Minister Marouf al-Bakhit asserted that extremist factions of
the Muslim Brotherhood in Jordan are emerging (ibid. 3 July 2006). In September
2006, Jordanian King Abdullah II stipulated that stricter legislation is required to
curb the proliferation of extremist ideas (AP 14 Sept. 2006). Following his
statement, the Jordanian parliament approved a law specifying that only state-
appointed Muslim scholars may issue religious edicts (ibid.; Jordan Times 14
Sept. 2006). With the approval of this legislation, the Muslim Brotherhood in
Jordan is no longer permitted to issue religious edicts (Dow Jones Newswires 13
Sept. 2006).

Additional information on forced recruitment by the Muslim Brotherhood in
Jordan or government protection for those individuals or groups that might be
targeted by such recruitment practices could not be found among the sources
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the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list
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