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Issuance of a passport

The consular section of the Web site of the Mexican Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores) provides details on the procedure to
follow for a Mexican national who wishes to obtain a passport, including details
on which documents are required (Mexico n.d.a).

In Mexico, an applicant has to visit a regional office of the ministry or one
of its liaison offices (oficina de enlace) in order to fill in a passport request form
(Solicitud de Pasaporte Ordinario Mexicano, OP-5) (ibid. n.d.b; ibid. n.d.c). In
Canada, one has to do the same thing in person at a Mexican consulate or
embassy (ibid. n.d.d). In both cases, the applicant is asked to produce one
document that constitutes proof of Mexican citizenship (eg., citizenship
certificate, certified copy of the Mexican birth certificate, naturalization card,
declaration of Mexican citizenship by birth), an official photo identification card
and three passport-size colour photographs (Mexico n.d.a), which must be less
than 30 days old (ibid. n.d.d). The applicant must also present proof of payment
of the passport fees (ibid. n.d.b). In Mexico, payment can be made through an
authorized bank prior to requesting the passport (ibid.). During a 24 May 2007
phone interview with the Research Directorate, an administrative officer at the
Embassy of Mexico in Ottawa explained that the fee is the same whether the
passport request is made in Mexico or in Canada (Mexico 24 May 2007). As of
May 2007, it is CAD 95.16 for the 5-year passport and CAD 36.25 for the 1-year
passport (prices can fluctuate with the exchange rate) (ibid.).

Minors

To obtain a passport for a minor, the child's parents or those with legal
custody of the child must provide proof of their identity by presenting their
passport, electoral card or two official documents containing a photograph and
signature, along with copies of these documents (Mexico n.d.d.; ibid. n.d.a). The
minor must be present at the time of application (ibid. n.d.c; ibid. n.d.a) and
must provide proof of citizenship as well as one of the following forms of photo
identification: a school certificate, a health care card from a public health or
social service institution, a consular registration card, or, if the minor is under six
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years old and does not have any of these documents, a note from a doctor
containing a photograph and sufficient details, including a copy of the doctor's
professional identification card (ibid. n.d.c). In addition to form OP-5, the parents
or guardians must fill in form OP-7, "Travel Authorization for Minors" (Permiso de
Viaje a Menores) (ibid.; ibid. n.d.d). In a case in which one parent is deceased,
the original and a copy of the death certificate is needed, and if the parents are
divorced, a court order specifying custody has to be produced (ibid.).

The Web site of the embassy of Mexico indicates that if one parent is in
Mexico at the time of application, he or she can go to any office of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to grant travel permission for the minor (Mexico. n.d.d.).

Renewal of a passport

For a passport renewal or to obtain another passport after loss or theft, an
applicant must appear in person, fill in the OP-5 form (as well as OP-7 if applying
for a minor's passport) and present recent identification, three photographs and
proof of payment of the fees (ibid.). The applicant must hand in the expiring
passport, as well as two copies of pages 1 to 5 where the photograph, booklet
number and notes appear (ibid.; ibid. n.d.a). If the passport was lost or stolen,
the applicant must include the corresponding official report and if possible, details
about the passport such as its number and issuance date (ibid.).

Background checks and delays

The Administrative Officer at the Embassy of Mexico in Ottawa stated that
the processing of every application, whether in Mexico or in Canada, involves a
background check of Mexican databases to confirm the applicant's identity and to
search for criminal records (Mexico 24 May 2007). The Administrative Officer
added that for most applications submitted in Toronto or Montréal, a passport
can be issued to the applicant the same day, whereas it might take 24 hours in
Ottawa (ibid.). According to the Officer, applications submitted from whithin
Mexico are also processed within the same day (ibid.).

During a 28 May 2007 phone interview, the Assistant Director for
Standardization (Subdirector de Normatividad) within the delegation in charge of
issuing passports in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs provided more details on
checks that precede the issuance of a passport. A criminal record check is not
done every time a passport is issued (Mexico 28 May 2007). However, external
institutions may inform the ministry if someone has a judicial order (arraigo
judicial) against them (the judicial order can be issued for criminal reasons,
unpaid taxes or a family situation and sent to the ministry by the corresponding
institution, for example a family law tribunal) (ibid). This order would appear in
the internal database every time someone applies for a passport (ibid.). Once an
order is issued against someone, it must be reversed by the same institution
before the ministry can issue a passport to the applicant (ibid.). The issuance of
passports in Canada and the United States is done by the Consular Affairs section
(Asuntos Consulares), but their offices have access to the same internal database
(ibid.).

Additionally, if the use of false documents or evidence of identity fraud (for
example if someone pretends to be the parent of a minor) is detected, a file
is "blocked" (bloqueo), and a note is added to the file (ibid.). The interviews
conducted with applicants help the ministry to detect such cases (ibid.).
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Differences between one-, five- or ten-year passports

Children under 3 years of age can obtain a passport for a period of only one
year (Mexico n.d.d). The Administrative Officer from the Embassy of Mexico in
Ottawa indicated that other applicants can decide whether they want to obtain or
renew a passport for one year or five years (ibid. 24 May 2007). The passports
valid for a ten-year period are issued only in Mexico, at one of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs offices (Mexico 24 May 2007). Further information on the
differences between one-, five- or ten-year passports could not be found among
the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list
of additional sources consulted in researching this Information Request
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Additional Sources Consulted

Internet sites, including: Consulate General of Mexico in New York, Embassy
of Mexico in the United States.
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