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Mexico: The meaning of the numbers, particularly the "4" that appear under the
heading "observations" (observaciones) in Mexican passports issued to minors
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa

In a telephone interview with the Research Directorate, an assistant
director (subdirector técnico consultivo) with the regulatory affairs branch
(direccion de normatividad) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Secretaria de
Relaciones Exteriores) stated that the number 4 indicates that the passport
holder is travelling with the permission of his or her parents (Mexico 16 Oct.
2007). In correspondence sent to the Embassy of Canada in Mexico, the Assistant
Director indicated that information on the meaning of the numbers under the
heading "observations" has been given to foreign representatives in Mexico, to
Mexican representatives abroad, and to the airlines and other stakeholders that
could require such information (Canada 26 Oct. 2007). The following list provides
further information:

[translation]
1: Non-renewable passport.
2: Passport issued with the authorization of a judge.

3: The holder is travelling with the permission of his or her guardian or
guardians.

4: The holder is travelling with permission from both parents or with permission
from those with parental authority.

4.1: The passport was issued in the absence of one or both parents or of the
person with parental authority, on the basis of a duly completed authorization
form (OP-7).

4.2: The passport was issued in the absence of the father, mother or person
who has parental authority, on the basis of a judicial resolution.

5: The holder is Mexican by declaration of Mexican nationality.

6: The holder is Mexican by naturalization.
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7: Other (specify). (Canada 26 Oct. 2007)

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list
of additional sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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