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Nepal: Whether Maoist forces in Nepal have targeted non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and/or other human rights
and community workers
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board, Ottawa

Sources consulted by the Research Directorate indicate that in 2004 Maoist forces in Nepal targeted international aid
groups and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), especially those NGOs funded by the United States (BBC 10 May
2004; OneWorld.net 6 Apr. 2004; Global Security.org 13 Jan. 2004).

According to OneWorld.net, an online civil society network that supports people's media to help build a more just

global society (OneWorld.net 9 June 2004), "Nepal's Maoist rebels are increasingly targeting non-governmental
organizations (NGOs)" (OneWorld.net 6 Apr. 2004). This article reports that NGOs not funded by the United States have
been given limited access to rural areas, but that US-funded groups such as Save the Children USA, have been forced to
halt their programs in Nepal (ibid.).

The same article reports that most other NGOs continue to work in Nepal (ibid.).

Global Security.org, an organization focused on innovative approaches to the emerging security challenges of the
new millennium (Global Security.org 2004) reports that Maoists have publicly targeted American-affiliated interests,
including US-sponsored or supported humanitarian organizations (Global Security.org 13 Jan. 2004).

Maoists have attacked the offices of several non-governmental organizations (NGO's), their local partners, and
multinational businesses working in Nepal. NGO workers report widespread harassment and extortion by rebels.
Some workers have left their projects in rural areas because of concerns about possible rebel violence and in
response to Maoist threats. A statement by the Maoists on October 21, 2003, threatened attacks against or disrupt
of international non-governmental organizations and non-governmental organizations funded or run by "American
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imperialism." (ibid.).

In a 10 May 2004 article published on the BBC Website, it was reported that three non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) from Britain, Germany and the Netherlands had "indefinitely suspended projects in western Nepal due to what
they say are threats by Maoist rebels” (10 May 2004). The article reported that staff of these organizations had

been "subjected to persistent intimidation and extortion” (BBC 10 May 2004).

The same article reported that the United Nations World Food Programme was also leaving Nepal, as were embassies
from several European countries, Canada and Japan (ibid.).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the Research
Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the merit of
any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of additional sources consulted in researching
this Information Request.
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