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Uganda: Whether the Ministry of Health is the government authority responsible for issuing death certificates;
whether there are any circumstances under which the Ministry of Health would issue a death certificate, including
the frequency of such circumstances
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board, Ottawa

The Department of the Registrar General of the Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs is the
government authority responsible for the official registration of deaths in Uganda (Uganda n.d.a). According to the
Bureau of Consular Affairs of the U.S. Department of State, registration of deaths is compulsory for all citizens and
foreign nationals in Uganda (26 Mar. 2003).

The application procedure for the issuance of a death certificate, under The Births and Deaths Registration
Act, 28 of 1970 (Uganda n.d.b), requires that those filing an application for a death certificate must complete a
form, which indicates the names of the deceased, the date of death and the cause of death (ibid. n.d.c). The form
must be signed by the applicant to certify that the information provided is correct and must be stamped by the
hospital administrator (ibid. n.d.b). Further, confirmation from the place of death must be provided (i.e., by the
hospital from its records) and a fee prescribed by the registrar general must be paid for the certificate to be issued
(ibid. n.d.c).

Information on whether there are any circumstances under which the Ministry of Health would issue a death
certificate could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the
Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the
merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please find below the list of additional sources consulted
in researching this Information Request.y
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Additional Sources Consulted

The Uganda High Commission, in Ottawa, while willing to provide assistance, could not respond within time
constraints without first obtaining information from the relevant government authority in Uganda.

Unsuccessful attempts to contact the Department of the Registrar General of the Ministry of Justice and
Constitutional Affairs, in Kampala.

Unsuccessful attempts to contact the Ministry of Health, in Kampala.
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Internet sites, including:

The Republic of Uganda, The Ministry of Health

Uganda High Commission, in Ottawa

Search engine:

Google
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