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According to Writenet, a network of researchers and writers on human
rights, forced migration, ethnic and political conflict, "[r]eligious freedom is not a
major issue in Ukraine, although some problems do exist, particularly concerning
disputes between confessions" (Writenet Nov. 2004, 17). In an article on
religious freedom in states belonging to the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE), Forum 18 News Service, a Christian initiative which
is independent of any church or religious group and which reports on threats and
actions against the religious freedom of all people, regardless of their religious
affiliation (Forum 18 n.d.), commented that Ukraine neither promotes the main
Orthodox church, nor does it interfere with the activities of other Orthodox
churches in Ukraine (Forum 18 1 June 2005).

Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church

The Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church (UAOC) is the smallest of
the three main Ukrainian orthodox churches (International Religious Freedom
Report 2004 15 Sept. 2004), which include the Ukrainian Orthodox Church -
Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church - Kyivan
Patriarchate (UOC-KP) (RISU n.d.a). The UAOC has between 1000 and 1200
communities (ibid. n.d.b; ITAR TASS 24 Aug. 2005; Chicago Sun Times 10 July
2005; International Religious Freedom Report 2004 15 Sept. 2004) located
mostly in western Ukraine (ibid.), between 600 and 700 priests (Chicago Sun
Times 10 July 2005; International Religious Freedom Report 2005 8 Nov. 2005;
RISU n.d.b) and nearly 700 churches (ibid.). The UAOC celebrated the fifteenth
anniversary of its "revival" in the eastern city of Kharkiv and the western city of
Lviv in 2004 (ibid. 28 Aug. 2004).

In 2005, the All-Ukraine Sociological Service conducted a poll on religious
beliefs in Ukraine and found that 7.21 per cent of those who identified
themselves as "believers" stated that they belonged to the UAOC (International
Religious Freedom Report 2005 8 Nov. 2005). Citing a similar poll conducted by
the Razumkov Center in April 2004, International Religious Freedom Report 2004
reported that most respondents identified themselves as Orthodox Christians,
with 1.0 percent of those polled belonging to the UAOC (15 Sept. 2004).

According to a Ukraine-based UAOC church representative, the local
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authorities in Ukraine generally treat UAOC members "with respect" (UAOC
21 Feb. 2006), although isolated cases of mistreatment may occur (ibid.; SPU 21
Feb. 2006). The Acting Director of the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute
of Eastern Christian Studies stated in 21 February 2006 correspondence to the
Research Directorate that since 2004, he was not aware of the UAOC
encountering problems registering their organization in Ukraine (ibid.).

Concerning societal treatment of UAOC members, the Sheptytsky
Institute's Acting Director stated that the general population treats UAOC
members "no differently than other denominations" (SPU 21 Feb. 2006). The
UAOC church representative wrote in correspondence to the Research Directorate
that the attitude of the general population towards UAOC members depends on
the degree to which the person from the general population is "cultured,
informed and tolerant," as well as on whether they are affiliated with other
religious or nationalist organizations (UAOC 21 Feb. 2006).

International Religious Freedom Report 2004 stated that UAOC
experienced "difficulties in providing religious services to soldiers," but did not
explain the nature of these difficulties (15 Sept. 2004). Such difficulties were not
mentioned in International Religious Freedom Report 2005 (8 Nov. 2005).

According to the UAOC church representative, the "main threat" to UAOC
members has been from other members within the UAOC (UAOC 21. Feb. 2006).
A UAOC member in Kiev posted the details of his experience in such an incident,
in which the church bishop, and others under his leadership, forcefully occupied
their church for a "period of time" beginning 4 February 2005 (VSB n.d.). During
this time parishioners practised their religion on church property outside of the
church (ibid.). The UAOC member who wrote the report believed this incident
was political in nature and indicated while his church does not employ security
guards, during times of increased tension members volunteer to guard the
church (UAOC 21 Feb. 2006).

Regarding relations with other churches in Ukraine, the priests of the three
major Orthodox churches jointly conducted a religious service to commemorate
the anniversary of "Orange Revolution" in November 2005 (Interfax 20 Nov.
2005). A UAOC archbishop visited the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church and
seminary in western Ukraine on 22 January 2006 and discussed potential
cooperation between their groups (RISU 29 Jan. 2006). The UAOC also resumed
a dialogue with the UOC-MP in February 2006 (RISU 17 Feb. 2006) and the UOC-
KP in May 2005 (UNIAN 18 Nov. 2005) on the possibility of re-unifying the three
main Orthodox churches in Ukraine. However, talks with the UOC-KP collapsed,
with both sides citing "unacceptable demands" (ibid.)

True Orthodox Church

The Religious Information Service of Ukraine (RISU), citing statistics
provided by the National Committee on Religious Matters of Ukraine, indicated
that the "Russian True Orthodox" was the only True Orthodox religious group
operating in Ukraine as of 1 January 2004 (RISU Jan. 2004). A 2004 RISU article,
however, revealed the existence of "new [Russian True Orthodox Church (RTOC)]
communities, the construction of [RTOC] churches and new [RTOC] ordinations
and monastic vows" (ibid. 23 June 2004).

Another RISU article reported that on 18 April 2004, UOC-MP
clergy "attacked" True Orthodox Church (TOC) priests during a memorial service
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in the eastern town of Dzerzhynsk who were forced to leave the cemetery
(RISU 26 April 2004). The electricity and telephone service of the TOC church
were disconnected the next day (ibid.). TOC dioceses argued that these actions,
as well as the delay in their registration by the Department on Religious Matters,
are the result of a Dzerzhynsk city council instruction "to stop the activities of the
TOC community" and "the desire of the UOC-MP to preserve a pastoral monopoly
in the region" (ibid.). Further information on the treatment of TOC members in
Ukraine could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research
Directorate.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list
of additional sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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