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Nigeria: The "Niger Delta People's Liberation Front" and the "Niger Delta Youth of
Nigeria"; their location, their leaders, their goals/ideology, their activities, and the
treatment of their members by the authorities.
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa

Niger Delta People's Liberation Front

No information on the Niger Delta People's Liberation Front could be found
among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate. Sources consulted,
however, made reference to the following two groups with similar names: the Niger
Peoples Liberation Front (NPFL) (All Africa 3 Jan. 2005) and the Niger Delta People's
Salvation Front (NDPSF) (Vanguard 11 Nov. 2005; All Africa 29 July 2005; All Africa 14
Nov. 2005; NDPVF 20 Sept. 2005).

The Niger Peoples Liberation Front is based in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria,
and its activities involve disrupting oil exploration in the region (All Africa 3 Jan.
2005). The "militant movement" is led by Alhaji Asari Dokubo (ibid.), recognized as
the Niger Delta's "most influential militia leader" (UN 17 Jan. 2006) and head of the
Niger Delta People's Volunteer Force (NDPVF) (All Africa 14 Nov. 2005; La Croix 17
Jan. 2006). Dokubo's goal is to bring together the various nationalities in the Niger
Delta region to join in a "common struggle" for "self-determination" and "resource
control" (All Africa 29 July 2005).

The Niger Delta People's Salvation Front (NDPSF) is a political wing of the NDPVF
(NDPVF 20 Sept. 2005; All Africa 29 July 2005) and is also led by Alhaji Asari Dokubo
(ibid.; NDPVF 20 Sept. 2005; Vanguard 11 Nov. 2005). The leader describes the
political organization as a "party of the people" that has "no relationship with the
Nigerian political system" (All Africa 29 July 2005).

The NDPSF is based out of Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria (NDPVF 20 Sept.
2005) and its goals are to establish sovereignty of the Ijaw people (All Africa 29 July
2005) and to improve the situation of the "poverty stricken" Niger Delta people
(NDPVF 20 Sept. 2005) who have allegedly not benefited from oil exploration in the
region (ibid.; All Africa 29 July 2005).

Alhaji Asari Dokubo, the leader of these two organizations, was arrested in
September 2005 (UN 17 Jan. 2006) on charges of treason (Vanguard 11 Nov. 2005;
UN 17 Jan. 2006) and in January 2006 remained in custody (ibid.). No further
information on the treatment of members of the Niger People's Liberation Front or on
the treatment of members of the Niger Delta People's Liberation Front could be found
among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.
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Niger Delta Youth of Nigeria

No information on the Niger Delta Youth of Nigeria could be found among the
sources consulted by the Research Directorate; however, reference was made to the
Niger Delta Youth (VOA 20 Dec. 2005; Platts Oilgram Price Report 12 Oct. 2004).

The Niger Delta Youth are involved in the disruption of oil exploration in the
Niger Delta region (ibid.; VOA 20 Dec. 2005). The leader of the Niger Delta Youth is
Joseph Ekah (Platts Oilgram Price Report 12 Oct. 2004). In October 2004, Joseph Ekah
was quoted as saying,

"Any oil workers moving across the Niger Delta will be dealt with. Move out of the
Niger Delta or we will attack or kidnap you. We have mobilized our people and we are
battle ready" (ibid.).

In December 2005, local officials suspected the Niger Delta Youth of a dynamite
attack on a Royal Dutch Shell pipeline near Andoni in Rivers State (VOA 20 Dec.
2005). No further information on the Niger Delta Youth could be found among the
sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information
currently available to the Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response
is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim
for refugee protection. Please find below the list of additional sources consulted in
researching this Information Request.
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Additional Sources Consulted

Oral source: Academic Associates PeaceWorks (AAPW) did not provide information
within the time constraints of this response.

Publications, including: Europa World Year Book 2005, Political Handbook of the
World 2005-2006, Political Parties of the World 2005.

Internet sites, including: Amnesty International (AI), British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC), European Country of Origin Information Network (ECOI net),
Freedom House, Global Security; Human Rights Watch, International Crisis Group,
Jeune Afrique, Nigeria.com, Radio France Internationale (RFI), US Department of
State.
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