
Home > Research Program > Responses to Information Requests

Responses to Information Requests (RIR) respond to focused Requests for Information that are submitted to the
Research Directorate in the course of the refugee protection determination process. The database contains a
seven-year archive of English and French RIRs. Earlier RIRs may be found on the UNHCR's Refworld website.

 

21 March 2012
NGA103884.E

Nigeria: Procedures for obtaining, from abroad, a copy of a complaint lodged with the police; whether the police
report can be obtained by a proxy
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa

In a telephone interview with the Research Directorate, an official at the Nigeria High Commission in Ottawa
indicated that she has never dealt with issues of police reports and that she is uncertain of the procedure for obtaining
one from abroad (Nigeria 1 Feb. 2012). However, an assistant force public relations officer in Abuja, who works in the
office of the Inspector-General of Police for the department responsible for receiving complaints about the police from
the public, explained the procedure for obtaining, while abroad, a copy of a complaint that had been lodged with the
police (ibid. 28 Jan. 2012). He indicated that the Nigerian high commission in Canada would have to contact the
Inspector-General of Police, who is the head of the Nigerian Police (ibid.). The Inspector-General would then inform
the department that issued the report of the request; the report would be sent to the requester in Canada through the
Canadian high commission in Nigeria (ibid.).

Similarly, in a telephone interview with the Research Directorate, a police spokesperson in Kano said that, in his
opinion, to obtain from Canada a copy of a complaint that had been lodged with the Nigerian police, the Nigerian high
commission in Canada should send a written request on official letterhead to the police force headquarters in Abuja
(Nigeria 20 Feb. 2012).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the Research
Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the merit of
any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of sources consulted in researching this
Information Request.
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Additional Sources Consulted

Oral Sources: Attempts to contact an assistant police commissioner; police spokespersons in Ebonyi, Edo, Gombe,
Lagos, Ogun, and Abuja; and a solicitor and advocate of the Supreme Court of Nigeria, as well as representatives of
the following organizations, were unsuccessful: High Commission of Canada in Nigeria; CLEEN Foundation; Human
Rights Monitor; International Centre for Nigerian Law; International Human Rights Law Group; Nigerian High
Commission in Washington, Consulate General in Atlanta and Police Service Commission. Representatives of Nigera
Police Watch and the National Human Rights Commission, in Nigeria, were unable to provide information for this
Response.

Internet sites, including: ecoi.net, United Nations Refworld, United States Department of State.
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