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Albania: Prevalence of domestic abuse of women; degree of reporting; societal

attitudes; whether legislation against domestic abuse exists, and if so, the degree of

enforcement and societal awareness of this law; responsiveness of police, physicians,

judiciary, government, non-governmental organizations and society to complaints of

domestic abuse lodged by women; organizations that provide assistance to victims of

domestic abuse; availability and accessibility of these organizations (2005 - 2006)

Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa

Prevalence of domestic abuse

Human rights organizations reported that statistics on domestic violence in Albania

are limited (AI 19 Apr. 2006, Sec. 2; HRDC 26 June 2006; GADC 13 June 2006).

Governmental authorities, the police, the courts and physicians are not obliged by law to

document the incidence of domestic violence (ibid.). However, according to two Tirana-

based non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working on women's issues, the Ministry

of Public Order recorded approximately 100 cases of violence against women in 2005,

including verbal abuse, sexual violence, deprivation of freedom, forced interruption of

pregnancy, harassment leading to suicide, life threatening injury and murder (ibid.;

HRDC 26 June 2006).

In its 2006 study on domestic violence in Albania, Amnesty International (AI)

estimated that at least one-third of Albanian women had experienced physical violence

in their families (AI Apr. 2006). The number may be higher in northern areas (ibid.; UK

12 Jan. 2006, para. 3.10.13). The prevalence of intimate partner abuse has increased

since 2001 and affects women of all ages and social groups (AI 30 Mar. 2006, Sec. 2).

In April 2006, the Tirana-based Gender Alliance for Development Center (GADC),

in conjunction with the Hungarian Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Equal

Opportunities, published a report entitled Domestic Violence: A Presentation of the

Existing Situation in Albania. According to the report, the most common form of

domestic abuse reported in Albania is psychological violence, followed by physical

violence in rural areas and economic violence in urban areas (GADC/Albania Apr. 2006,

21). The joint report also indicates that sexual domestic violence is less frequently

reported, although the authors stressed that this was not necessarily an indication its

actual prevalence (GADC/Albania Apr. 2006, 21).
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