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Homosexual actions were decriminalized in 2003 when the Criminal Code 
was amended and the provision on homosexuality was repudiated (UN 2005; 
COE 12 Jan. 2004, 33; AGLA 1 Dec. 2005; ILGA Europe 20 Oct. 2005; ILGA 17 
July 2005; Helsinki Committee of Armenia 2004, 26; Internews n.d.; Sodomy 
Laws 9 Jan. 2003). This was done once the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe imposed decriminalization of homosexuality as a condition for 
Armenia to become a member of the Council of Europe (COE 28 June 2000; ILGA 
Aug. 2000; Sodomy Laws n.d.; Armenian Law Review 26 July 2004; AGLA 3 Oct. 
2004). The new Criminal Code was adopted on 18 April 2003 (UN 2005; ILGA 
n.d.; Internews n.d.) and came into force on 1 August 2003 (ibid.; ILGA n.d.; 
ibid. 17 July 2005).

However, gays and lesbians still face problems in Armenia (AGLA 22 Apr. 
2005; ibid. 3 Oct. 2004; ibid. 5 Oct. 2004; Helsinki Committee of Armenia 2004; 
UN 2005; Country Reports 2004 28 Feb. 2005, Secs. 1.c, 5; Armenian Law 
Review 26 July 2004; COE 12 Jan. 2004; IWPR 21 Apr. 2004; ArmeniaNow 10 
Jan. 2003). The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) reports that "[i]t is noteworthy that public opinions on homosexuality 
are rather tough: traditional Armenian society rejects displays of non-
heterosexual relations" and

... according to data provided by the Ministry of Internal Affairs (also referred 
to as 'the Police of the RA'), there were 21 'registered' male homosexuals. It is 
thus not surprising that information related to MSM [Men who have Sex with 
Men] is rather limited, reflecting the traditionally negative attitude of society 
towards homosexuality (2005).

Country Reports 2004 reported that "[h]omosexuals ... also reported that 
they were singled out for hazing by officers and other conscripts" (28 Feb. 2005, 
Sec. 1.c) and "[m]ilitary officers targeted homosexuals for hazing. The Helsinki 
Association reported cases of police harassment of homosexuals through 
blackmail, extortion, and, on occasion, violence" (Country Reports 2004 28 Feb. 
2005, Sec. 5).

According to an article in the Armenian Law Review, "[e]ven though the law 
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on homosexuals has been abolished, homosexuals did not receive 
the 'legal' recognition by society and the church; they still remain 'criminals' (not 
by law) or immoral, sick people" (26 July 2004). The Armenian Law Review also 
indicates that the fact that homosexuality has been decriminalized does not 
change the public perception nor does it put an end to violation of human rights 
based on sexual orientation (Armenian Law Review 26 July 2004).

In its annual report on human rights for 2004, the Helsinki Committee of 
Armenia (HCA) states "[T]he Republic of Armenia legislation does not contain a 
single provision on discrimination based on or due to sexual orientation. 
However, society refuses to acknowledge such individuals and exerts social 
pressure on them" (2004, Para. 25). The HCA also reports "the Criminal Code 
now contains provisions that aggravate crimes perpetrated on the basis of the 
victim's sexual orientation. However, police officers continue to persecute 
homosexuals" (HCA 2004, Para. 25). No information corroborating the HCA's 
statements could be found among the sources consulted by the Research 
Directorate.

According to an article on the Institute for War & Peace Reporting's 
(IWPR's) Website, members of the homosexual community in Yerevan were 
trying to establish Armenia's first homosexual support group (21 Apr. 2004). It 
was to be called the "Self-Help Group"; however, the article stated that it had not 
been founded as an official organization (IWPR 21 Apr. 2004). No information 
could be found as to whether such a group currently exists. The source also 
reported that homosexuals were threatened because of their sexual orientation 
and that "[f]ew gays ever report offences against them to the police, fearing their 
families will be notified" (ibid.).

The following information was provided by the president of the Association 
of Gay and Lesbian Armenians (AGLA) in France (1 Dec. 2005): Even though 
homosexuality has been decriminalized in Armenia, the situation of gays and 
lesbians has not improved. Law enforcement agencies continue to extort money 
and blackmail homosexuals, all of which is known by the authorities. Gays and 
lesbians do not report any of the problems they face as public perception is 
negative towards homosexuals. Homophobia and violence are "omnipresent" in 
the Armenian society.

The Council of Europe (COE) indicates that homosexuals are still subject to 
blackmail from law enforcement officials to extort money from them, that the 
public still has a homophobic perception of homosexuals and that "homosexuals 
are still a long way from being able to organise community activities in freedom" 
(12 Jan. 2004, Paras. 221 and 222). The COE also reports that some 
parliamentarians demonstrate homophobic attitudes and would like to reinstate 
homosexuality as an offence (COE 12 Jan. 2004, Para. 222).

AGLA stated that there is no state protection for homosexuals whose 
human rights are violated and, according to their contacts in Armenia, 
homosexuals who are victims of criminal acts often face inactivity on the part of 
law enforcement and authorities. Homosexuals fear violence and homophobia in 
their workplace or by their family, and therefore, do not file complaints of human 
rights violations or of criminal offences. When asked whether any state program 
exists to promote respect of homosexuals' human rights, AGLA responded in the 
negative. AGLA indicated that they wrote two letters to the Armenian authorities 
in October 2004, following an incident of homophobia that occurred in 
parliament, to request that measures be taken to prevent homophobia and to 
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condemn homophobic remarks made by politicians and by the media. AGLA 
accused the Armenian authorities of promoting homophobia instead of trying to 
eliminate it (AGLA 1 Dec. 2005).
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Assembly held a discussion during which they threatened to dismiss the officials 
who would be proven to be homosexual. To justify their statements, the 
parliamentarians claimed that it was a threat to national security and that 
homosexual officials who could be blackmailed by people threatening to publicize 
their sexual orientation were prone to various deals and compromise" (2004). 
AGLA corroborated this information by indicating that "the government and 
opposition leaders, [parliamentary] deputies along with media outlets have 
organised an ugly campaign of 'witch-hunting' and incitement of hatred toward 
gays" (5 Oct. 2004).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible 
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the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list 
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