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Cameroon: Whether there was a rally by the Southern Cameroons National Council
(SCNC) on 20 May 2005 calling for a boycott of the celebration of National Day;
whether SCNC members were arrested at this event; whether there was an SCNC
rally on 20 May 2006; if so, whether SCNC members were arrested by police at a
meeting at the Buea-Fako branch of the SCNC after the rally and if so, the length
of time those arrested were held

Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa

The United States (US) Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) lists "Republic
Day," also referred to as "National Day," as a national holiday in Cameroon that
is celebrated on 20 May (18 Dec. 2008).

Information on whether there was a rally by the Southern Cameroons
National Council (SCNC) on 20 May 2005 calling for the boycott of the celebration
of National Day or on the arrest of any SCNC members on 20 May 2005 could not
be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

Sources report that 65 members of the SCNC were arrested at the end of
April 2006 in Oku in Northwest province (US 6 Mar. 2007, Sec. 3; Le Messager 2
May 2006), for allegedly "planning to disrupt the 20 May national celebrations"
(RFI 5 May 2006). Although all were released several days later (ibid.; US 6 Mar.
2007, Sec. 3), Agence France-Presse (AFP) reports that the president of the
SCNC and three other SCNC members, all of whom were among those arrested in
April, were re-arrested in early May for holding an "illegal meeting” (10 May
2006; see also The Post 22 May 2006).

A source quoted in an article of a Cameroonian newspaper states that in
2006, "the 20 May celebrations were hitch free," despite SCNC calls for a boycott
in Cameroon's two anglophone provinces (The Post 22 May 2006). The article
indicates that the celebrations in the region were "massively attended" (ibid.).
Information as to whether an SCNC rally took place on 20 May 2006 could not be
found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

Information as to whether SCNC members were arrested by police at a
meeting at the Buea-Fako branch of the SCNC after a 20 May 2006 rally or any
other event promoted by the SCNC on or around that date could not be found
among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
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constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as
to the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the
list of sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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