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The People's Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) is the political party of
President Bharrat Jagdeo and draws its support primarily from the Indo-
Guyanese population (Political Parties of the World 2009, 254, 255; PHW 2009
2009, 548; Freedom House 2009). The PPP/C received 54 percent of the vote in
the August 2006 election and controls 36 out of 65 seats in the National
Assembly (Political Parties of the World 2009, 254; Freedom House 2009).
Relations between the PPP/C and the opposition have been characterized
as "tense" (ibid.) or "hostile" (EIU 16 Apr. 2009).

Information about whether PPP/C members are targeted was scarce among
the sources consulted by the Research Directorate. Media sources report that in
May 2008, Guyana's Culture Ministry was attacked by unidentified gunmen who
open fire and threw Molotov cocktails at the building (Global Insight 20 May
2008; EFE News Service 17 May 2008; AP 17 May 2008). According to Caribbean
Media Corporation (CMC), Home Affairs Minister Clement Rohee accused the
opposition party People's National Congress Reform (PNCR) of involvement with
the bombing of the Culture Ministry; PNCR denied the allegations (22 May 2008).
Media sources reported minor damage to the building but did not report any
casualties (CMC 22 May 2008; EFE News Service 17 May 2008).

Media sources report that on 17 July 2009, the Ministry of Health
was "channa bombed" [crude Molotov cocktail using chick pea paste] and
destroyed by fire (Stabroek News 28 July 2009; CMC 28 July 2009). Rohee
reportedly asserted that the arson attack was planned within a "political context"
involving a network of persons including "intellectual authors, planners,
recruiters, and persons who carried out the act" (ibid.; Stabroek News 28 July
2009; Kaieteur News 28 July 2009). Rohee reportedly alluded to the involvement
of "prominent figures in society" but did not state names (CMC 28 July 2009;
Stabroek News 28 July 2009). Media sources report that six people were arrested
and some had been promised money to carry out the attack (ibid.; CMC 28 July
2009; Kaieteur News 28 July 2009). According to Police Commissioner Henry
Greene, as reported by Stabroek News, those who carried out the attack were
motivated by a hatred of the government and desire to cause trouble in
Georgetown (28 July 2009).

In August 2009, CMC reported that Health Minister Leslie Ramsammy
expressed fear that he may be "'a target for sinister reasons'" following
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allegations asserted during a United States (US) trial that linked the Jagdeo
administration to Guyanese drug trafficker Roger Khan and accused Ramsammy
of involvement in the murder of former television talk show host Ronald Waddle
(CMC 8 Aug. 2009).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list
of sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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Additional Sources Consulted

The attached reproduction is a copy of an official work that is published by
the Government of Canada. The reproduction has not been produced in
affiliation with, or with the endorsement of the Government of Canada.

by-%E2%80%98intellectual-authors-planners-and-actors%E2%80%99/>
[Accessed 23 Sept. 2009]

Oral Sources: Attempts to reach representatives of the People's Progressive
Party/Civic (PPP/C) were unsuccessful within the time constraints of this
Response.

Internet sources, including: Amnesty International (AI), Center for Public
Integrity, European Country of Origin Information Network (ecoi.net), Guyana
Police Force, Guyana Government Information Agency (GINA), Human Rights
Watch (HRW), International Crisis Group, Office of the United Nations (UN) High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Refworld, People's Progressive Party/Civic
(PPP/C).
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