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The People's National Congress Reform (PNCR) [also known as People's
National Congress Reform - One Guyana (PNCR-1G) (PHW 2009 2009, 548;
Political Parties of the World 2009, 254)] is the leading opposition party in
Guyana (Freedom House 2009; PHW 2009 2009, 548; Political Parties of the
World 2009, 255). It is led by Robert Corbin (PHW 2009 2009, 549; Political
Parties of the World 2009, 254; Global Insight 22 July 2008). According to
Political Parties of the World, in the August 2006 election, the PNCR won 34
percent of the vote, resulting in 22 seats out of 65 seats in the National Assembly
(2009, 254). Sources indicate that the PNCR draws its support primarily from the
Afro-Guyanese community, while the ruling People's Progressive Party/Civic
(PPP/C) draws its support primarily from the Indo-Guyanese population (US 25
Feb. 2009, Sec. 2; Global Insight 22 July 2008). Relations between the two
parties have been characterized as "hostile" with long standing racial tensions
(EIU 16 Apr. 2009; see also UN 27 Feb. 2009, Para. 18).

In 28 September 2009 correspondence with the Research Directorate, the
General Secretary of the PNCR claimed that members and supporters of the
PNCR have been subject to mistreatment, including being detained and facing
abuse during politically volatile times, such as elections or national emergencies
(PNCR 28 Sept. 2009). The General Secretary also alleged that PNCR members
and supporters are often denied promotion to top positions in governmental
departments and organizations (ibid.). This information could not be corroborated
among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

Sources report that in early May 2008, the PNCR led non-violent protests
against the government in response to the rising costs of living (EFE News
Services 10 May 2008; PNCR 16 May 2008; PHW 2009 2009, 549); the Cabinet
Secretary of the Guyanese government categorized the protests as "'extremism'"
(EFE News Service 10 May 2008). Sources report that law enforcement officials
arrested the personal bodyguard and personal chauffeur of the PNCR leader in
mid-May 2008 (CMC 15 May 2008; PNCR 16 May 2008). The chauffeur was
reportedly arrested for "using a noisy instrument without permission" while
announcing a protest march, while the bodyguard was allegedly detained for
armed robbery following a search of his home (PNCR 15 May 2008). In a press
release, the PNCR states that these actions were part of "'a campaign of
harassment by the repressive PPP/C Administration, designed to instill fear, and
terrorize supporters of the People's National Congress Reform'" (15 May 2008).
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The PNCR also alleges that the bodyguard was questioned about PNCR
matters rather than the offence for which he was arrested (PNCR 16 May 2008).
The PNCR reports two cases in which several young men were
arrested "indiscriminately" without being told the reason, placed in trucks and
taken to "an unknown destination" (ibid. 15 May 2008).

In June 2008, PNCR leader Robert Corbin stated that he received an
anonymous death threat warning him that if he continued to speak out about the
alleged drug trafficker Roger Khan, he would be killed (CMC 4 June 2008;
Kaieteur News 6 June 2008; Global Insight 20 June 2008; PHW 2009 2009, 549).
The threat came after Corbin alleged that Khan had connections to the Guyanese
government (CMC 4 June 2008; Kaieteur News 6 June 2008; Freedom House
2009). Sources indicate that United States authorities link Khan, who was
extradited to the US to face drug trafficking charges, to a death squad in Guyana
allegedly responsible for the murder of 200 Guyanese men (CMC 4 June 2008;
PHW 2009 2009, 548; Kaieteur News 6 June 2008). The General Secretary of the
PNCR claimed that several of the 200 young men killed between 2002 and 2004
were members and supporters of the PNCR (PNCR 28 Sept. 2009). In August
2009, Inter Press Service (IPS) reported that further testimony in a US court
revealed that Khan's gang used surveillance equipment allegedly bought by the
Guyanese government, to listen to telephone calls, including those of PNCR
leader Corbin (4 Aug. 2009).

In July 2009, the PNCR condemned the "harassment" of opposition figures
Heston Bostwick and Archie Poole by security forces and accused the authorities
of "pursuing a political agenda" following a fire at the Ministry of Health (PNCR 24
July 2009). The General Secretary of the PNCR stated that Poole and Bostwick
are closely associated with the PNCR and were arrested and "manhandled" by the
police after the Ministry of Health was destroyed by fire on 17 July 2009 (PNCR
28 Sept. 2009). Sources report allegations that Bostwick sustained stab wounds
while in police custody (Aljazeera 27 July 2009; CUSO-VSO 30 July 2009).
Information about Poole's alleged mistreatment could not be corroborated among
the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list
of sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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The attached reproduction is a copy of an official work that is published by
the Government of Canada. The reproduction has not been produced in
affiliation with, or with the endorsement of the Government of Canada.
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