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Cote d'Ivoire: Whether a person born in Cote d'Ivoire of a foreigner and an Ivorian parent is entitled to Ivorian
nationality, since the adoption of the Constitution in 2000
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board, Ottawa

Under article 6 of Law No. 61-645 of 14 December 1961 amended by Law No. 72-852 of 21 December 1972
respecting Ivorian nationality, a person is a citizen of Céte d'Ivoire if the person is:

[translation]

1. A legitimate or legitimized child born in Céte d'Ivoire, unless both parents are foreigners;

2. A child born outside marriage in Cote d'Ivoire, unless his filiation is legally established in respect
of two foreign parents or only one foreign parent (Céte d'Ivoire 14 Dec.1961).

Article 7 provides that a person is a citizen of Cote d'Ivoire if the person is:
[translation]

1. A legitimate or legitimized child born abroad of an Ivorian parent;
2. A child born outside marriage abroad whose filiation is legally established in respect of one
Ivorian parent (ibid.).

This information was confirmed during a telephone interview with the First Secretary of the Embassy of Cote
d'Ivoire in Ottawa (10 Oct. 2003). Moreover, the Constitution of Cote d'Ivoire of September 2000 does not make
any reference to the question of nationality (Constitutions of the Countries of the World Sept. 2000).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the
Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the
merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum.
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