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Shuar

Profile

The Shuar belong to the Jivaroan ethno-linguistic group and live in the upper Amazonian region of
Ecuador as well as in Peru.

Historical context

The Shuar Federation was one of the earliest indigenous resistance organizations in Ecuador, and one
whose substantial achievements have made it a model for other groups. The federation was founded in
1964 to defend indigenous communities from the 1964 agrarian reforms that actually promoted the
colonization of the Amazonian region. Their education programme has enabled Shuar to reassert
themselves and take pride in their cultural inheritance. Strategic adaptation to changing realities gives
them an improved chance of long-term survival as a people and their initiative may be followed by other
groups.

Current issues

The Shuar are highly mobilized and communicate through Shuar Radio, a station dating back to the
early 1990s. They have been active in political struggles or water-use and in 2004, the Shuar were one of
the four indigenous groups to bring a lawsuit against the oil company Texaco for reparations resulting
from their destruction of ancestral lands.
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