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Responses to Information Requests

Responses to Information Requests (RIR) respond to focused Requests for Information that are submitted to the
Research Directorate in the course of the refugee protection determination process. The database contains a
seven-year archive of English and French RIRs. Earlier RIRs may be found on the UNHCR's Refworld website.

11 January 2008
PAK102741.E

Pakistan: Response by the Chairman of the Government of Pakistan's Council of Islamic Ideology concerning the
issuance of fatawa in Pakistan
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa

The following information was provided to the Research Directorate in 11 December 2007 correspondence
from the Chairman of the Government of Pakistan's Council of Islamic Ideology, a "constitutional body which advises
the government on Islamic legislation" (Pakistan 11 Dec. 2007):

[I1n Pakistan, [the] issuance of fatwa is not organized by the state. It is privately managed by different institutions.
As far as religious official institutions are concerned, there are ministries of Religious Affairs in the centre and also
in provinces but they are not fatwa organizations. The Council of Islamic Ideology is a constitutional body which
advises the government on Islamic legislation but it also does not issue fatwa.

There is no official organization for [the] issuance of fatwa in Pakistan nor is there any official format of fatwa. The
government does not publicize any fatwa because there is no official fatwa institution or an official Mufti.

Fatwas are issued privately by various scholars in whom the people have trust. The common practice is that a
number of religious teaching institutions (Madrasas) have organizations of fatwa under their supervision. There are
also individual scholars who issue these fatwas. However, there is no process of official recognition of any mufti or
fatwa. The people consult these institutions and individuals on the basis of their knowledge and reputation.

It is difficult to define the reach of a fatwa because the acceptability of [a] fatwa does not depend on official
recognition or organization. The reach of [a] fatwa depends on personal recognition. It also depends on [the]
religious group to which the inquirer of the fatwa belongs.

The Government of Pakistan [has] no control over the issuance of fatwa. There [is] no legislation for organizing or
controlling the fatwa.

According to the theory of fatwa, a fatwa is not binding. It is not synonymous with legal judgment. A person may
ask fatwa on the same question from several scholars. A mufti is allowed to revoke his fatwa under several
circumstances, including new information, on realizing his mistake in the interpretation of the sources or finding
new evidences. The corrected fatwa is issued with a note explaining the circumstances.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the
Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the
merit of any particular claim for refugee protection.
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