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Sri Lanka: Sri Lankan Freedom Party and People's Alliance candidate(s) for the
October 2000 parliamentary elections in Trincomalee District
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board, Ottawa

People's Alliance candidate, M. K. D. S. Gunawardene, reportedly submitted
nomination papers to contest the October 2000 elections for Trincomalee district
(TamilNet 2 Sept. 2000). Without naming the candidates, TamilNet stated that
the People's Alliance won 53,802 votes in Trincomalee district resulting in three
parliamentary seats (11 Oct. 2000). No other names of candidates for
Trincomalee district were found among the sources consulted by the Research
Directorate.

The People's Alliance (Bahejana Nidasa Pakhsaya), described as a centre
left party (PPW 2002), includes the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (Nidahas Pakshaya),
the Communist Party of Sri Lanka, the Democratic United National Front, the Sri
Lanka Equal Society Party (Lanka Sama Samaja Pakshaya) and the Sri Lanka
People's Party (Mahajana Pakshaya) (Electionworld.org 23 Mar. 2003). The party
formed in 1993 and is led by the current president, Chandrika Kumaratunga
(PPW 2002).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please find below
the list of additional sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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Additional Sources Consulted

IRB Databases

Internet sites, including:

Amnesty International's Annual Report 2001
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2000
Department of Census and Statistics, Sri Lanka
Department of Elections, Sri Lanka
Electionworld.org

Europa

Freedom in the World 1999-2000: Sri Lanka
Human Rights Watch

Leftist Parties of the World

The Official Website of the Government of Sri Lanka
Political Parties of the World 2002

Sri Lanka Freedom Party (unable to access)
TamilNet
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