
RIR

file:///I|/country_ip/canada_coi/dem%20rep%20of%20congo/RDC42727.htm[9/11/2013 7:46:04 AM]

The Board

About the Board

Biographies

Organization Chart

Employment

Legal and Policy
References

Publications

Tribunal

Refugee Protection
Division

Immigration Division

Immigration Appeal
Division

Decisions

Forms

Statistics

Research

Research Program

National
Documentation
Packages

Issue Papers and
Country Fact Sheets

Responses to
Information Requests

Recent Research

Media Centre

News

Information Sheets

Media Relations

|

Proactive Disclosure

25 June 2004
RDC42727.FE

Democratic Republic of Congo: Whether some South Kivu inhabitants and their family
members who go to Burundi and Rwanda are suspected of being "Katangese
subjects" working with Vice-President Raphaël Katebe Kototo and the South Kivu
governor to launch a new rebellion (Oct. 2003-June 2004)
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board, Ottawa

No information indicating whether some South Kivu inhabitants and their
family members who go to Burundi and Rwanda are suspected of being "Katangese
subjects" working with Vice-President Raphaël Katebe Kototo and the governor of
South Kivu to launch a new rebellion could be found among the sources consulted
by the Research Directorate within the time constraints for this Response.

However, some sources indicate that, on 7 February 2004, Xavier Chiribanya
Chirimwami was suspended as governor of the province of South Kivu after the
Congolese army discovered caches of weapons and munitions at his home in
Bukavu [the capital of South Kivu] (MONUC 17 Feb. 2004; Societecivile.cd 10 Feb.
2004; Demain Le Congo 10 Feb. 2004). The authorities determined that the caches
of weapons were threatening the security of the country (MONUC 17 Feb. 2004;
Societecivile.cd 10 Feb. 2004).

In a 10 January 2004 article, the Congolese newspaper La Référence Plus
indicated the possibility of a new rebellion in South Kivu. The same article
associated this possible rebellion with certain Congolese army officers who stayed in
Rwanda and with Xavier Chiribanya Chirimwami (La Référence Plus 10 Jan. 2004).

Concerning Raphaël Katebe Katoto, who comes from the province of Katanga,
an Agence France Presse (AFP) article indicates that he joined the Congolese Rally
for Democracy (Rassemblement congolais pour la démocratie, RCD) [an armed
faction based in Goma] in January 2003 (18 Jan. 2003) before being appointed first
vice-president of the group in June 2003 (AFP 16 June 2003; IRIN 17 June 2003).
Raphaël Katebe Katoto was relieved of his duties in May 2004 and was replaced by
Matadi Nenga (La Référence Plus 4 May 2004; Digitalcongo.net 3 May 2004). The
former RCD-Goma vice-president is now supporting Congolese president Joseph
Kabila (Le Soft 27 May 2004) and the People's Party for Reconstruction and
Democracy (Parti du peuple pour la reconstruction et la démocratie, PPRD) [which
is associated with President Kabila] (Le Phare 1 June 2004).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information
currently available to the Research Directorate within time constraints. This
Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the merit of any
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particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of additional
sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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