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Legislative elections due to be held in 2012 were
postponed until 2013. Human rights violations
committed by the security forces included excessive
use of force and extrajudicial killings, as well as
torture and other ill-treatment. Freedom of assembly
and expression remained tightly restricted. An
independent journalist was subjected to intimidation
and beatings.

Background
The National Transitional Council (Conseil national

de la transition, CNT), created by the Ouagadougou

agreements of January 2010, had still not transferred

power to an elected National Assembly by the end

of the year. In April, President Condé postponed

legislative elections, scheduled for July, citing

the need to ensure that they were transparent and

democratic. The opposition questioned the

impartiality and transparency of the National

Independent Electoral Commission (Commission

électorale nationale indépendante, CENI). In October,

the CENI was reshuffled; elections were set for July

2013.

Excessive use of force and extrajudicial
executions
Protest marches organized by the opposition

including the Union of Guinean Democratic Forces

(Union des forces démocratiques de Guinée, UFDG)

were repressed by security forces throughout the year.

At least eight people were killed by security forces.

In May, protests organized by the UFDG

demanding free and transparent legislative elections

continued in Conakry. Several people were injured,

including one man who was reportedly shot in the

back by security forces.

In early August the premises of a Brazilian mining

company were vandalized following a strike by

workers living in the neighbourhood, including the

village of Zogota, 900 km from Conakry. Later the

same day, security forces went to Zogota and shot

dead at least five people. Others were arrested and

were beaten and tortured.

In September, following unrest in the Koloma

neighbourhood of Conakry, security forces opened fire

in disproportionate retaliation. Mamadou Alpha Barry

was shot dead and more than 40 people were injured.

Trials – attack on presidential residence
The trial began in February of 48 people suspected of

attacking President Condé’s residence in July 2011.

In March, 17 people were cleared of all charges

and were released. In July, the public prosecutor

appealed against the decision of the Conakry court. In

November, the Conakry Court of Appeal reversed the

decision to drop charges against 15 of the defendants

and sent them before a military court and the court of

assizes. Some prisoners were tortured and otherwise

ill-treated at the time of their arrest.

Torture and other ill-treatment
Allegations of torture and other ill-treatment by

security forces continued.

� In February, three men suspected of armed robbery

were arrested and tortured at the police station in

Bambeto, Conakry. One was tortured with electricity,

and another was beaten for four hours with his hands

tied behind his back, a method known as the

“chinoise”. After refusing to confess, he was stripped

naked and kicked as well as beaten with rifle-butts in

front of his family. Both were sent to the Escadron

Mobile No 2 in Hamdallaye where they were burned

with cigarettes and held in the “brochette” position

(handcuffed and suspended in a squatting position,

with a piece of wood placed between the knees). The

third arrested man was considered missing for a week

before his body was found in the mortuary of Donka

Hospital. He had died reportedly as a result of torture.

Freedom of expression – journalists
Restrictions of freedom of expression and of the

press, as well as the targeting of certain journalists,

remained causes for concern.

In February, Kounkou Mara, a journalist for the

private Guinean press group Lynx-La Lance, was

beaten by gendarmes while on her way to an event

organized by the Central Bank of the Republic

of Guinea in Conakry (BCRG). She was briefly

hospitalized. The heads of the Lynx-La Lance press

group did not press charges for fear of reprisals. None
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of the gendarmes had been brought to justice by the

end of the year.

In August, the authorities in the southeastern

N’Zerekore region closed the private radio station

Liberté FM, reportedly to prevent it from reporting

on protests planned for the next day.

Impunity
The inquiry into the massacre in the Grand Stade de

Conakry in 28 September 2009, begun in February

2010, made some progress.

In February and again in September, several

people, including officials, were charged in Conakry

for human rights violations and for their suspected

role in the massacre. Among these were Colonel

Moussa Tiegboro Camara, who continued to hold a

government position, and Colonel Abdoulaye Chérif

Diaby, Health Minister in 2009.

In April and May, four people filed two separate

complaints before a court in Conakry regarding

torture that took place in 2011 and 2012. These

concerned two instances in which gendarmes used

torture to exhort confessions during a robbery

investigation. Seven gendarmes were implicated and

had not been brought to trial by the end of the year.

One of the victims died from the injuries and another

was seriously injured.

Death penalty
At least two people were sentenced to death.

GUINEA-BISSAU
REPUBLIC OF GUINEA-BISSAU
Head of state: Manuel Serifo Nhamadjo (replaced Raimundo

Pereira in May, who replaced Malam Bacai Sanhá
in January)

Head of government: Rui Duarte de Barros (replaced Carlos
Gomes Júnior in May)

The political situation deteriorated sharply following
the death in January of President Malam Bacai
Sanhá, culminating in a coup in April. It deteriorated
further following a reported attack on a military
barracks in October, which exacerbated the already

fragile human rights and humanitarian situation. The
armed forces committed numerous human rights
violations with impunity, including arbitrary arrest
and detention, beatings and extrajudicial
executions. Freedoms of assembly, expression and
the press were severely curbed. The killings of
political and security figures since 2009 remained
unpunished.

Background
In January, President Malam Bacai Sanhá died after a

long illness. Presidential elections held in March were

won by former Prime Minister Carlos Gomes Júnior.

As he fell just short of an outright majority, a second

round was scheduled for late April. Ten days before

the second round of the elections, the military staged

a coup, took control of the capital, Bissau, and

arrested the former Prime Minister and Interim

President. Both were released from military custody

two weeks later and sent into exile.

Repressive measures were imposed to stifle

criticism of the self-styled Military Command that had

taken control. All demonstrations were banned and

soldiers used force to disperse peaceful spontaneous

demonstrations. The military claimed their action was

prompted by the presence of Angolan troops in the

country under a bilateral agreement to assist with

the training and reform of the security sector. In early

May the Military Command and its civilian allies

reached an agreement with ECOWAS for a one-year

transition and the deployment of ECOWAS troops to

Bissau. Two weeks later, a transitional President and

government were appointed, which was not

recognized by the international community.

In October the authorities claimed that a group of

soldiers and civilians had launched an attack on a

military base in the outskirts of Bissau and that six

attackers were killed. They accused the former Prime

Minister of involvement. Military personnel committed

serious human rights violations in the search for the

alleged perpetrators of the attack.

Freedom of expression – journalists
Private radio stations were shut down at the time of

the military coup and remained off the air for two

days. They were allowed to resume broadcasting

under severe censorship and at least one radio station

decided to remain closed. Journalists were also

impeded from carrying out their work and were
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