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Eritrea: Whether the Eritrean government has a surveillance system or agents of
surveillance in the United States (US) to monitor Eritrean citizens who live in the
United States and who are involved in activities, including demonstrations and
meetings, against the Eritrean government
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15 April 2009

In 7 April 2009 correspondence, the Assistant Editor of the World Refugee
Survey, the annual report published by the U.S. Committee for Refugees and
Immigrants (USCRI), an organization that assists in the resettlement of refugees
and the provision of services to immigrants in the United States (US), stated that
the USCRI believes, based on "credible reports" from Eritreans residing in the
United States, that the Eritrean government monitors Eritreans abroad.

An undated Amnesty International (AI) USA report states that the Eritrean
government has maintained an "official presence" in Eritrean diaspora
communities for many years, and has "sought to control diaspora communities'
activities, and has threatened people who oppose it" (AI n.d.).

No additional information on whether the Eritrean government has a
surveillance system or agents of surveillance in the United States to monitor
Eritrean citizens who live in the United States (US) and who are involved in
activities, including demonstrations and meetings, against the Eritrean
government, could be found among the sources consulted by the Research
Directorate.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible
information currently available to the Research Directorate within time
constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to
the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list
of sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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The attached reproduction is a copy of an official work that is published by
the Government of Canada. The reproduction has not been produced in
affiliation with, or with the endorsement of the Government of Canada.

Additional Sources Consulted

Oral sources: The American Civil Liberties Association in Arlington and a
professor at the University of California in Los Angeles did not respond to
requests for information within the time constraints of this Response.

Internet sources, including: Africa Research Bulletin, Afrol.com, American Civil
Liberties Association, British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), Center for Gender
and Refugee Studies, European Country of Origin Information Network (ecoi.net),
Freedom House, Forced Migration Online, Human Rights Watch (HRW),
International Crisis Group, Jesuit Refugee Service, Migration News, Refugee
Council USA, Relief Web, United Kingdom Border Agency, United Nations (UN)
Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN), United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops - Migration and Refugee Services.
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