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destabilizing effect on the region. The national military
continued to be implicated in human rights violations
during the year, with little effective civilian control over its
activities. Rule of law, especially regarding rampant
sexual violence perpetrated by government and rebel
forces, was almost entirely absent.

Massive corruption in the government, security forces,
and extractive industries persists, paralyzing the proper
functioning of the government and sustainable
development efforts intended to raise the standard of
living for the country’s citizens. The DRC’s membership
in the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI)
was suspended in April. A new mineral certification
program was implemented in July, although its effects
remained to be seen as of the end of the year.

Journalists and human rights advocates continued to
face threats, unlawful detention, and beatings by both
state security forces and rebel groups around the
country. Opposition lawmakers were arrested and
imprisoned for speaking out against the government.

In February, 11 Great Lakes regional states signed a
new peace deal in Addis Ababa aimed at bringing
stability to the DRC and the region at large. Signatories
agreed to a policy of non-interference in Congolese
affairs and to avoid supporting armed groups, while the
DRC committed to strengthening its security sector,
consolidating state authority, and promoting economic
development. The agreement provided for the
establishment of a regional oversight mechanism as well
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opposition protests, including eliminating the requirement
for a run-off if no presidential candidate won more than
50 percent of the vote in the first round. The amendment
was seen by opposition parties as an intentional
manipulation to secure Kabila’s reelection. Kabila was
declared the winner despite widespread criticism of the
election by international observers, defeating longtime
opposition figure Etienne Tshisekedi, 49 percent to 32
percent, according to the Independent National Electoral
Commission (CENI).

The National Assembly elections suffered similar
problems. Kabila’s People’s Party for Reconstruction and
Democracy (PPRD) won 61 seats, down from the 111
seats it held prior to November 2011, while Tshisekedi’s
Union for Democracy and Social Progress (UDPS) took
41. Kabila’s coalition, the Alliance of the Presidential
Majority (AMP), won 260 of the 500 seats. Tshisekedi
supporters protested the results, and numerous civil
society groups called for new elections.

The legitimacy of CENI is questionable, as four of its
seven members are appointed by the presidential
coalition, and it does not include members of civil
society. CENI was restructured and reestablished in
June 2013, prompting hope that the electoral process
might be revitalized.

B. Political Pluralism and Participation: 4 / 16

According to CENI, there are about 445 political parties
in the DRC. Political parties are often divided along
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deplete government revenues from the sector. Massive
corruption in the government, security forces, and
mineral extraction industries continues to paralyze the
proper functioning of the government and sustainable
development efforts intended to raise the standard of
living for its citizens.

Recruitment for government posts is often determined by
nepotism, and political interference is rampant. The
complicated system of taxation and regulation has made
bribery and corruption a regular aspect of business
dealings. Hundreds of millions of dollars are embezzled
every year. Beginning in 2012, civil servants and
members of the military were paid electronically, with the
aim of curbing corruption and ensuring regular, accurate
payments.

Despite incremental improvements in revenue reporting,
there is little transparency in the state’s financial affairs.
As a result, the EITI in April suspended the DRC's
membership for one year. The law does not provide for
public access to government information. The DRC was
ranked 154 out of 177 countries and territories surveyed
in  Transparency International's 2013 Corruption
Perceptions Index.

Civil Liberties: 11/ 60

D. Freedom of Expression and Belief: 7/ 16

Although guaranteed by the constitution, freedoms of
speech and the press are limited. Radio is the dominant
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private television station $40,000 for damage done to his
business interests by prolonged and repeated
suspensions of his station’s programs.

Freedom of religion is guaranteed by the constitution and
generally respected in practice. Although religious
groups must register with the government in order to be
recognized, unregistered groups operate unhindered.
There are no formal government restrictions on
academic freedom.

E. Associational and Organizational Rights: 3 / 12

The constitution guarantees freedoms of assembly and
association, though these are limited in practice. Groups
holding public events must register with local authorities
in advance, and security forces occasionally act against
unregistered demonstrations and marches. In April 2013,
12 people were sentenced to 20 years in jail each for
planning to hold a demonstration protesting
mismanagement by local authorities. The charges were
eventually reduced to between 5 and 12 months, and the
judge who issued the original verdict was suspended for
failing to justify his ruling.

Authorities often target human rights activists and
opposition political party members who are critical of the
government. In August, a peaceful sit-in by supporters of
Muhindo Nzangi—a member of the National Assembly
who had been sentenced to three years in prison for
publicly criticizing the government’s management of the
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and soldiers and police regularly commit serious human
rights abuses, including rape and torture. Low pay and
inadequate provisions commonly lead soldiers to seize
goods from civilians. Most government and government-
allied forces enjoy apparent impunity for even the most
heinous crimes. In May 2013, 12 senior FARDC officers
were suspended and 11 were arrested for their alleged
involvement in a mass rape in November 2012. Between
February and June, at least four soldiers were found
guilty of acts of torture.

The ICC continues to pursue cases in the DRC, including
the trials of rebel leader Germain Katanga and Jean-
Pierre Bemba, a former DRC vice president and the
leader of the MLC. Both trials continued through the end
of 2013.

In February, the M23 split into factions, with Sultani
Makenga taking over the larger group and Ntaganda
taking the smaller. In March, Bertrand Bisimwa was
announced as the M23’s new president by Makenga’s
faction. The same month, Ntaganda, along with several
hundred combatants, fled to Rwanda, where he turned
himself in to stand trial before the ICC on charges of war
crimes and crimes against humanity, leaving Makenga’s
group as the sole M23 faction.

According to a 2012 UN Security Council report, Rwanda
and Uganda have been actively involved in providing
material and command support to the M23 rebels. In
August 2013, Rwanda, with a temporary seat on the UN
Security Council, blocked a proposal to impose sanctions
on two M23 commanders accused of human rights
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rejected an amnesty for senior rebels allegedly
responsible for human rights violations. The M23
declared an end to its rebellion in November, though
prospects for long-term peace in the eastern region are
hampered by the presence of several other rebel groups.
These included two Ugandan groups—the Lord’s
Resistance Army (LRA) and the Islamist Allied
Democratic Forces (ADF)—as well as the Democratic
Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) and the Mai
Mai Bakata Katanga. Most armed group activity occurred
in North and South Kivu, Katanga, and Orientale
Provinces.

The impact of years of fighting on civilians has been
catastrophic, with over five million conflict-related deaths
since 1998. The DRC was ranked 186 out of 187
countries in the UN Development Programme’s 2013
Human Development Index.

Ethnic discrimination, including against indigenous
populations, is a major problem. There are reports of
indigenous people being kidnapped and forced into
slavery. Rwandophone minorities in the Kivu provinces
have been the victims of violence and hate speech for
decades.

The constitution prohibits discrimination against people
with disabilities, but they often find it difficult to find
employment, attend school, or access government
services. There are no laws specifically prohibiting same-
sex sexual relations, but individuals can still be
prosecuted for these acts under public decency laws.

https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2014/congo-democratic-republic-kinshas... 11/17/2014



Congo, Democratic Republic of (Kinshasa) | Freedom House Page 7 of 8

eir husband’s permission to seek employment,
engage in legal transactions, and often for access to
family planning services.

The law prohibits all forced or compulsory labor, though
this still occurs commonly around the country, including
forced child labor in mining, street vending, and
agriculture. The forced recruitment of young men and
boys by M23 forces, as well as by Rwandan military
officials on behalf of the M23, has been documented.
The M23 has also reportedly forced civilians to work for
them, at times imposing tolls on vehicles passing through
its territory. The recruitment and use of child soldiers by
other rebel groups is also widespread.

In 2012, the government entered a UN-backed plan to
end the use of child soldiers in the FARDC, and has
made progress toward doing so. Several hundred child
soldiers forcibly recruited to rebel forces were freed in
2013 with the help of UN peacekeepers. The DRC is
both a source and destination country for the trafficking
of men, women, and children for the purposes of labor
and sexual exploitation.
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