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ORDER AND FINAL DECISION 


The Commission' issued a Proposed Decision on this claim on 

February 21, 1962 granting an award to ADOLPH SUEHSDORF, Jro, 

Executor of the ESTATE of JOSEPHINE DOCTOR von HOHENLANGEN, 

Deceased, in the amount of $60,000 plus interesto No objections 

have been filed to the Proposed Decision and on March 7, 1962 the 

same was entered as the Commission's Final Decisiono 

Subsequently, the Commission was advised that Adolph Suehs­

dorf, Jro died on January 5, 1961 and that under the provisions 

of the Last Will of Josephine Doctor von Hohenlangen the Chase 

Manhattan Bank of New York was appointed Successor Executor of 

her estateo In view of the foregoing, the Commission has set 

as ide its action of Marc? 7, 1962 which entered the Proposed 

Decision as the Final Decision on the claim, and has substituted 

the CHASE MANHATTAN BANK of New York as party claimant in the 

capacity of Successor Executor of the ESTATE of JOSEPHINE DOCTOR 

von HOHENLANGEN in lieu and instead of ADOLPH SUEHSDORF, Jr 0 
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objections have been raised to the Proposed Decision, 

ORDERED that the Proposed Decision No . CZ-3079 of Fepruary 21 , 

1962 as modified hereinabove be entered as the Final Decision on 

Claim No . CZ-2,452 , and that the award as restated below be certi ­

fied for payment to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

AWARD 

An award is hereby made to the CHASE MANHATTAN BANK, Successor 

Executor of the ESTATE OF JOSEPHINE DOCTOR von HOHENLANGEN, Deceased, 

in the principal amount of Sixty Thousand Dollars ($60,000) plus 

interest thereon at the rate of 6% per annum from December 21, 1949 

to August 8, 1958, the effective date of Title IV of the Act, in the 

amount of Thirty-one Thousand Sixty-nine Dollars and Eighty Cents 

($31 ,069.80) for a total award of Ninety-one Thousand Sixty-nine 

Dollars and Eighty Cents ($91 ,069 .80), said award to be exclusively 

for the use and benefit of those beneficiaries under the Will of 

the said JOSEPHINE DOCTOR von HOHENLANGEN and of the trust created 

thereby who were nationals of the United States when their rights 

under the said will and trust vested. 

Dated at Washington, D. C. 

JUL 1 ~ 1962 
.• . 

C004ISSIONERS 
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PHOPQSED DECISI<Ji 


This is a claim in the a110llllt of fl.27,500.00 against the Government or 

Csechoslovald.a under Se~ion 404 of Title IV er the International Claims 

Sett.lament. Act of 1949, as amended, by ADOLPH SUFBSOORF, JR., Executer or 

\he Est.ate or JOSEPHDJE OOCTOR Ton HOH:DiLANGEN, for t.he nat.ional :f sat.ion or 

other taldng or preperl;r in Czechoslovakia. 

Section 4£>4 of the Act provides, inter alia, for \he determination b7 

the CellDl:i.ssion. in accordance with applicable Sllbst.antiTe law, i.Bclud:lng 

international. law, or the validity and aaount or claims by nationals or 

t.ae United States against the GoTernment er Czeoltoslovakia tor losses 

reSlll.ting fro• nationalization or other t.ald.Dg on and aft.er Jazm.&r'1' 1, 

1945, or propert.7 incl•d:Jng &D1' rights or interests thereia, ovnetl at tlle 

t.ille b7 nationals of the United Stat.es. 

JC.BPBIIIC l'JOCTOR Ten 110HlllL8IGDI was a aa\ienal. of \ae UJd.tecl ft&\•• 

he• A)tril. 11, 1944, the date or her aat.•ralisatiea, to her dea\Ja .. 

Pe'9n&17 16, 1946. Uacler her ld]J 1 ad.Jd\tefi t.e probate ta tJae 8arre1&te'• 

C.ut. of t.ae Co"Ut.7 ef lw York ia tae St.a\e e! • .., Yerk • Jae '• 194', 

.-S•t•••t. vu aoe«l maa.t.er. Md \hi• al.ab. i• ......,.. J'ftP-"7 la 

O•elloal.eTU:la terMr17 ovae• b7 t,)le aa:l.cl JUQ.'PMID IOC!O:& ftll ..-wll•• 

http:maa.t.er
http:t.ald.Dg
http:fl.27,500.00
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Tb• •ain part of t.he ell.aim concerns a t.axt,ile wea"fing aad fbishing 

basiness in H:l.t.t.81-~enau (Prost.redni LanoT) known as Mit.t.ellangenauer 

Mechanlsche Veberei und Appretur Moritz Doctor. The Commission lia.s 11&de 

an independent investigation of this claim and it reveals that t.he subject, 

textile business was owned by the late JOSEPHINE DOCTOR Ton HOIDJjLANGD•
' 

t,hat. in 1940 t.he business was •sold., by a German tltrast.ee• t.o ene Rud.olf 

Bohnisoh; that t.he basiness ino1uded real. estate and. ecpipment as well as 

factory inventory and u.chinery. Such investigation also shows that the 

factory had been idle since 19.33 and the looms which coul..d be used had been 

sold before Bolmisch took over. 

The Statement of Cl.aim avers that the subject textile factory was 

"taken OTer (by the Gevernaent or CzechosloTakia) in the smmner or 1946", 

but no further evidence of nationalization or other taking has been presented 

to us. In new or the cirC1WD.Stances al.ready described, the probability is 

that the textile business was confiscated fro• B&bnisch as so-ca.1.1ed enemy 

property by the Government or Czechoslovakia pursuant to :Lav 108/45 fil!• 

JtSaJ.esi1 of t.he kind described above, by a German ut.ru.steen iD 1940., 

W?'e made for t.he most part. under tke pressure of national, racial or 

political persecnition by the Ger.man. puppet regime then in control or 

Czechoslovakia. These transactions were inTalidated in 1945 by the post­

war Czech Government, but no provision for automatic restoration o! the 
!/

former owners' titl.e was ma.de. A su.bsequ.ent law (Decree No. 1211/'+h ~.) 

proT:lded a remedy by restittttien proceedings whereby the ri.gbttul owners 

coul.d recover their property. HoveTer, in soll8 cases sach persons, !or 

vari~s reasons, did not seek restitution of tl'leir property. The Co-1ss10ll 

has stu.died this problem and has ooncl.•ded that vhere property was t.raas!erred 

under 41.uress d.uriDg the waniae ocea.pation of Cseuos1oTakia and the right..hl 

owners haTe not sought rest.it.ut.ioa, aa in t.ae inst.aat claia, \he propert.7 
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sllal 1 'be considered as aan.g been taken b7 tb.e GoTem•eat. or Ozaohoslnald.a y 
en Deoawher 21, 1949. 

Cl.ai•ant assert;s that be!ereWor1d War II the text.ile 'ba.siness llDcler 

disaa.ssion had a Talue of 3 to 4 ndJJ1on crcnms. The decedent, J8SEPHIME 

DOCTOR TOD HOHJOII.ANGD, filed a form TFR-500 with the Treasury Departaent, 

in 1943 ill which she gaTe the val.lie of the su.bject tenile 0011pamy as 

$ll9,ooo.oo. However, no s11pp0rt.ing e'Vidence has been s11bmitt.ed to su'b­

sta.at.iat.e these figures. 

The Germaa "sale• in 1940 is reported to have brought a JJprieett 

eqaivalent te a\x>ut. $17,000.00; but this was for a stripped factory which 
JI 

had not operated since 1933, and to a friendly Jtpurchaser". 'fhe investi ­

gation, referred. to abeve, also reveals that Bohnisch, th.e "pll.rchaser", 

overhauled. or reconditiolled soae of the rema]n1ng looms and reSU11ed opera­

tioa of the business. (The factory llad 237 vea'rlDg looms, 95-108 cm. wide, 

ancl S weaving loGas, 22!1 
-

cm. wide.) 

On the basis of all tlte e'ri.dence and data of record., the Comdssion 

!illd.s that tae value o! the su.bject textile b11siness was $60,000.00, and 

el.Mmant is entitled to compensation ill that. a,.,unt plus interest for such 

taking under Section 494 of the A.at. 

It is also clajmed that on JllDe 28, 1946 the textile nsiness had a 

balance or 21.0,47i crovns in the Bebld.sche Union Bank in Prape. ilt~o11gh 

c1a.i.mant has Sllblli.tted a cepy o! the registration rorm filed in 1945 pur­

su.ant to Law 95/45 ~· which required registration e:r bank deposits, it is 

all.eged that the said bank balance was con.tiscated on Jme 28, 1946 tor 

fail.11re to register. However, since this bank aooollllt was attm.tte~ an 

asset of the textile ba.siness, onl.7 \he basiJaess oolll..d olai• it. Aoooni­

l•gl.7, we consider t.he 'bank acco11Dt as part of t.he OOJIP&Jl1''s assets and 

4:/ 	 ieat.it.tion aatioas not al.re&Q" oonol•d•d were erdered. t.o be ...,.c1ec1. 

•• or &Do.t DeoeDer 21, 1949• 


'JI 	 Tia••• ao-oa'J ed. Mparuaaera• were •n•lJ7 •f etlud.o U.... u~e•aJ:t:Q". 

http:60,000.00
http:17,000.00
http:s11bmitt.ed
http:ll9,ooo.oo
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h&Te incJ.•d.ed it in 011.r 8Val11ation of the text.fie bas:f.ness in the preoed:lng 

paragrapll of this Proposed Decision. 

It is noted that some of the remaj ndermen \Ulder the 'Wi.ll. of JOSEPHDE 

OOCTOR Ton HOHDn.ANGDJ and some of the beneficiaries of the t:ru.st created 

thereby are nonnationals of the United States. Sect.ion 404 of the Act 

was enacted for the benefit of nationals of the United States only, and 

clajma.nt, as Exeetttor under said will al'ld sole trustee of said tru.st, is 

adjured to disburse the proceeds of any award fiow:i.ng from this Proposed 

Decision to none ether than United States nationals. 

AVARD 

Ptlrsuant to the pro'rl.sions of Title IV or the International. Claims 

Settlement A.ct. or 1949, as amended., an award is hereby made to AOOLPH 

SUERSDORF, JR., ExeCJU.tor of the Estate of JOSEPHINE DOCTOR von HOHDILANG»l, 
- . ' 

in the principal amount of Sixty Thousand Dollars ($60,C>OO.OO) plus interest 
. ­

thereon at the rate or 6% per annum from. December 21, 1949 to August 8, 

1958, the erfectiTe date of Title IV or the Act, in the amount of Thirty-

one Thousand Sixty-nine Dollars and Eighty Cents ($31,069.SG) for a. total 

award of Hinety-one Thou~and Sixty-nine Dollars ~d Eighty C~ts ($91,069.80), 

said award to be excl:a.sivel.y ror the use and benefit of those beneficiaries 

under the will ef the said JOSEPHDlE DOCTOll Ton HOHERLANGJX and of the 

tra.st created. thereby who were nationals of the United States when their 

rights under the said will and trust vested. 

Dated at Wash1 ngton, D. c. 

BY DIB.IOTIOI OF THE OOJIM.ISSIOI: 


FEB 211962 


1'HI"S DECISION WAS ENTERED AS 
•l14L DECISION ON 

Fraaois T. llaaterson 
Cleric of \he Qemiasio• 

lHE COMMISSIOB'.I 
MAB 7 1962 

Clerk of the Commission 


http:91,069.80
http:31,069.SG
http:60,C>OO.OO
http:fiow:i.ng
http:clajma.nt
http:incJ.�d.ed

