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PROPOSED DECISION 

This is a claim against the Government of Czechoslovakia under 

Section 404 of the International Claims Settlement Act of 1949, as 

amended, by Margaret Hodermarsky, who became a national of the United 

States by naturalization in the United States on November 25, 1946, 

based upon the destruction of a building located in Dvorniky, Czecho­

slovakia, as a direct result of an aerial bombardment on December 24, 

1944. 

Section 404 of the Act provides, inter alia, for the detenni ­

nation by the Conunission, in accordance with applicable substantive 

law, including international law, of the validity and amount of claims 

by nationals of the United States against the Government of Czecho­

slovakia for losses resulting from the nationalization or other taking 

interests therein, owned at the time by nationals of the United States. 

on and after January l, 1945, of property, including any rights or 
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It is clear from the plain meaning of the words uscc] in t he 

statute that Section 404 of the Act provides only for certain l osses 

resulting from the nationalization or other taking of property on 

after January 1, 1945. Thus, "any loss sustained, by 'Whatever 

prior to that date would clearly not be the subject of a 

-1/ 
under Title IV". 

It is equally clear that even if the loss complained of had 

occurred on or after January 1, 1945 it would still be not compensable 

under Section 404 of the Act. As stated by one of the Cormnittees which 
2/-favorably reported on s. 3557, the bill enacted as Title IV of the 

Act, 11 the insertion LJanuary 1, 19l~~7 however, does not mean, on the 

other hand, that losses occurring thereafter are automatically included. 

The intention is still to limit the beneficial effects of this le~is-o 

lation to losses which are the result of nationalization or similar 

policies of the postwar Government of Czechoslovakia." 

The Commission finds that it has not been established that the 

loss in question resulted from the nationalization or 

property by the Governmen!, o! Czechoslovakia, o that this loss occurred 

on or after January 1, 1945. Accordingly, this claim is denied. 

The Commission finds it unnecessary to make determinations with 

respect to other elements of the claim. 

Dated at Uashington, D. c. 

JAN B ml 

-1/ IIouse ~cport No. 2227, 85th congress , 2d Session, p.6, on S.3557, 


2/-

the bill \ililch upon enactmen t created Title IV of the Act including, 
among others, s~ction 404. 

SC!nat e !~cport Uo. 17911-, 85th congress, 2d Session, p.5. 


