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STEFAN CHURMA 
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L. 	David Weiss, Esquire 
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New York 17, New York 


ORDER AND AMENDED PROPOSED DECISION 

The Commission issued its Proposed Decision on these claims on 

February 17, 1960 denying them for the reason that it had not been estab

lished that the property in question was nationalized or otherwise t aken 

by the Government of Czechos lovakia between J anua ry 1, 1945 and August 8, 

1958, the effective date of the governing statute . Copies of the decision 

were duly served upon the claimants. Upon consider a t ion of objections 

which were not supported by any evidence, the Proposed Decision was 

entered as the Final Decision on these claims under date of May 2, 19600 

Subsequent to the entry of the Final Decision herei n, the Commis sion 

reviewed the history and effect of the Czechoslovaki an Agrarian Reform Law 

No o 46/1948 Sb . and regulations issued pursuant thereto . Upon such review, 

the Commission concluded tha t , in the absence of evidence to the contrary, 

it will be presumed that agrarian property (land with an area of less 

than 50 hectares) which was owned by a national of the United States 

who was not physically present in Czechoslovakia to till the land, was 

taken by the Government of Czechoslovakia as of June 10, 1952 ° In view 

of 	the foregoing, the Commission on its own motion has reconsidered 

these claims. It is 
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that the Final Decision heretofore entered be vacated and that 

Pr oposed Decision be amended as follows ~ 

r ecord shows tha t STEFAN CHURMA and ANNA CHURMA, nationals of 

the Uni ted States since their naturalization on February 8, 1928 and 

March 13, 1945, respectively, owned interests in agrarian property in 

Czechoslovakia as follows: 

Value of 
Description Stefan Churma 's Anna Churma's Claimants' 
Land Register Interest Interes t Interests 

No o 48/37 and No o 522' 
area of Dubravka 1/3 1/3 $ 600000 

No o 389, area of Budkovce Sole 125. 00 

No o 164' area of Budkovce 1/2 150.00 

Nos. 389, 433, 490,area of 
Budkovce subject to life 
estate in favor of Anna Churma's 
mother o 1/2 Sole 100 .00 

No o 4551 area of Dubravka 1/2 1/2 200 .00 

The Commission finds that the aforementioned properties were taken without 

compensation by the Government of Czechoslovakia on June 10, 1952. It is 

concluded that claimant s are entitled to compensation under Section 404 of 

of the Act o The Commission finds that the values of the property owned by 

STEFAN CHURMA and ANNA CHURMA were $675000 and $500000, respectivelyo 
I 

· 

In arriving at the values of the property thus taken, the Commission 

considered all the evidence of record including purchase prices shown 

in sales contracts submitted by the claimants, as well as information 

and data as to the value of similar property in the same area o 

AWARDS 

Pursuant to the provisions of Title IV of the International Claims 

Settlement Act of 1949, as amended, an award is hereby made to STEFAN CHURMA in 

the principal amount of Six Hundred Seventy-five Dollars ($675 °00) plus 

interest thereon at the rate of 6% per annum from June 10, 1952 to 

August 8, 1958, the effective date of Title IV of the Act, in the 

amount of Two Hundred Forty-nine Dollars and Fifty-three Cents ($249° 53) 

for a total awa~d of Nine Hundred Twenty-four Dollars and 'Fifty-three 

Centa ($924 053); and 
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award is made to ANNA CHURMA in the principal amount of Five 

($500.00), plus interest thereon at the rate of 6% per 

from June 10, 1952 to August 8, 1958, the effective date of Title IV 

of the Act, in the amount of One Bu~dred Eighty-four Dollars and Eighty-

four Cents ($184084), for a total award of Six Hundred Eighty-four 

Dollars and Eighty-four Cents ($684 084) 0 

Dated a t Washington, D. Co 

APR 2 5 1962 
BY DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION: 

!BIS DEOlSlOR DS B1H'BRED AS 11IE OOIQl62SSIOl'S
mAL DEC1s100 OB MAY 3 l 19 

,,._,/j·' 
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FINAL DECISION 

The Commission issued its Proposed Decision on these claims on 

February 17, 1960, a copy of which was duly served upon the claimants. 

Claimants filed objections to the Proposed Decision and requested an oral 

hearing for the purpose of presenting a brief and evidence in support of 

these claims. A hearing was scheduled for April 14, 1960 and claimants 

were duly advised thereof. No appearance was made by or on behalf of the 

claimants. 

Full consideration having been given to the objections of the 

claimants and general notice of the Proposed Decision having been given 

by posting for twenty days, it is 

ORDERED that such Proposed Decision be 

entered as the Final Decision on these claims. 

Dated at Washington, D. c. 

MAY 2 l960 

COMMISSIOllRS 

l-i-7 

• 
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PROPOSED DECISION 

These are clai.Ins against the Government of Czechoslovakia 

under Section 404, Title IV, of the International Claims Settlement 

Act of 1949, as amended, by STEFAN CHURMA and ANNA CHURMA, 

husband and wife, who state that they became nation_als of the United 

States by naturalization on February 8, 1928 and March 13, 1945, 

respectively. 

The claims are based on the asserted nationalization or other 

taking of certain real property in Dubravka, Czechoslovakia. The 

claimants assert that the property was taken in 1959. 

Section 404 of the Act provides, inter alia, for the determination 

by the Commission, in accordance with applicable substantive law, 

including international law, of the validity and amount of claims by 

nationals of the United States against the Government of Czechoslovakia 

for losses resulting from the nationalization or other takinl on and r 

January 1, 1945, of property, including any rights or inter••U 

owned at the time by nationals of the United Stat••• 
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Section 405 of the Act provides that: 

"A claim under section 404 of this title shall not 
be allow~d unless the property upon which the claim 
is based was owned by a national of the United States 
on the date of nationalization or other taking thereof 
and unless the claim has been held by a national of the 
United States continuously thereafter until the date 
of filing with the Commission. 11 

For the reasons stated in the attached copy of Proposed 

Decision No. CZ-55, In the Matter of the Claim of Zuzana Filko, 

Claim No. CZ-4, 583, these claims are denied. 

The Commission finds it unnecessary to make determinations 

with respect to other elements of these claims. 

Dated at Washington, D. C. 

FEB 17 1960 
BY DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION: 

Francis T. Masterson 
Clerk of the Commission 
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ORDER AND AMENDED PROPOSED DECISION 

The Commission issued its Proposed Decision on these claims on 

February 17, 1960 denying them for the reason that it had not been estab

lished that the property in question was nationalized or otherwise taken 

by the Government of Czechoslovakia between January 1, 1945 and August 8, 

1958, the effective date of the governing statute . Copies of the decision 

were duly served upon the claimants. Upon consideration of objections 

which were not supported by any evidence, the Proposed Decision was 

entered as the Final Decision on these claims under date of May 2, 1960° 

Subsequent to the entry of the Final Decision he.rein, the Commission 

reviewed the history and effect of the Czechoslovakian Agrarian Reform Law 

No . 46/1948 Sb. and regulations issued pursuant thereto. Upon such review,-
the Commission concluded that, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, 

it 	will be presumed that agrarian property (land with an area of less 

than 50 hectares) which was owned by a national of the United States 

who was not physically present in Czechoslovakia to till the land, was 

taken by the Government of Czechoslovakia as of June 10, 1952. In view 

of 	the foregoing, the Commission on its own motion has reconsidered 

these claims. It is 
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ORDERED that the Final Decision heretofore entered be vacated and that 

the Proposed Decision be amended as follows ~ 

The record shows that STEFAN CHURMA and ANNA CHURMA, nationals of 

the Uni ted States since their naturalization on February 8, 1928 and 

March 13, 1945, respectively, owned interests in agrarian property in 

Czechoslovakia as follows: 

Description 
Land Register 

Stefan Churma's 
Interest 

Anna Churma's 
Interest 

Value of 
Claimants' 
Interests 

No. 48/37 and No o 522, 
area of Dubravka 1/3 1/3 $ 600.00 

No o 389, area of Budkovce Sole 125.00 

No . 164, area of Budkovce 1/2 150.00 

Nos. 389, 433, 490,area of 
Budkovce subject to life 
estate in favor of Anna Churma's 
motherc 1/2 Sole 100.00 

No o 45~ area of Dubravka 1/2 1/2 200 .00 

The Commission finds that the aforementioned properties were taken without 

compensation by the Government of Czechoslovakia on June 10, 1952. It is 

concluded that claimants are entitled to compensation under Section 404 of 

of the Act o The Commission finds that the values of the property owned by 

STEFAN CHURMA and ANNA CHURMA were $675.00 and $500 000, respectively. · 

In arriving at the values of the property thus taken, the ColIUilission 

considered all the evidence of record including purchase prices shown 

in sales contracts submitted by the claimants, as well as information 

and data as to the value of similar property in the same area . 

A W A R D S 


Pursuant to the provisions of Title IV of the International Claims 

Settlement Act of 1949, as amended, an award is hereby made to STEFAN CHURMA in 

the principal amount of Six Hundred Seventy-five Dollars ($675 . 00) plus 

interest thereon at the rate of 6% per annum from June 10, 1952 to 

August 8, 1958, the effective date of Title IV of the Act, in the 

amount of Two Hundred Forty-nine Dollars and Fifty-three Cents ($249. 53) 

for a total award of Nine Hundred Twenty-four Dollars and Fifty-three 

Cents ($924 . 53); and 
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award is made to ANNA CHURMA in the princ i pal amount of Five 

($500 .00), plus interest thereon at the rate of 6% per 

from June 10, 1952 to August 8, 1958, the effective date of Title IV 

of the Act, in the amount of One Hu~dr~d Eighty-four Dollars and Eighty-

four cents ($184 084), for a total award of Six Hundred Eighty-four 

Dollars and Eighty-four Cents ($684 084) 0 

Dated at Washington, D. Co 

BY DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION : 
APR 25 1962 

-
/) 

Francis T . Masterson 
Clerk of the Commission 

..~ ... Gl.8* ol ta. • I •d F11MI 

'·~ . . 
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