
FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION 

OF THE UNITED STATES 


W ASHINGTON 25, 0. C. 

IN THE M ATTER 01" THE CLAIM OF 

ELISA.BETH l·iERSZI Claim No. RlM-30, 043 
MA.RG.\RET MEBSZI 
MI CHAEL MERSZI 

1918 W. Melrose Street Decision No. RtM- 316 
Chicago, Illinois 


Against the Government of Rumania 

Under the International Claims Settlement 


Act of 1949, as amended 

FINAL DECISION 

The Commission issued its Proposed Decision on this 

claim on February 5, 1958 , a certified. copy of which was 

duly served upon the claimant(s). No objections or request 

for a hearing having been filed within twenty days after such 

service and general notice of the Proposed Decision having 

been given by posting for thirty days, it is 

ORDERED that such Proposed. Decision be and the same 

is hereby entered as the Final Decision on the claim, and 

it is further 

ORDERED that the award granted therein be certified 

to the Secretary of the 

Dated at Washington, D. 

APR 2 1958 

C. 

COMMISSIONERS 
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FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION 


OF THE UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

IN THB MATTER 01' THE CLAIM OJ' 

ELISABETH MErtSZI 
llARG.ARE T M.J!i'RSZ I 
MICHA.EL MJ~RSZI 

1918 w. Melrose Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

Under the International Claims Settlement 
Act of 1949, as amended 

Claim No. RUi-1-30 , 043 

~ ._!Tl(, 
Decision No.~-

GPO 18-72126-1 

PROPOSED DECI3ION 

These are. claims under Section 303(2) of the International 

Claims Settlement Act of 1949, as an1ended, for two thousand seven 

hundred dollars ($ 2, 700.00) by ELISP.BETH MERSZI, I1ARGARE T r..1EHSZI, 

and :MI CHA.EL r.f~RSZI nationals of the Unit ed States since t t eir 

naturalization in the United St ates on Septe~ber 11, 1951, Novem­

ber 12, 1943, and November 17, 1937, respectively , against the 

Government of Ru.mania for nationalization of their property in 

Rtunania. 

The record shov.rs that the property in question was aimed one-

half by ELISABETH i..1ERSZI and one-half by her husband. Upon his 

death on July 29, 1946, the husband's interest descended to MARGAR1T 

MERSZI and MICHA.EL MERSZI, his children, in equal shares. 

Th3 Corn.mission finds t hat the claimants' property consisting 

of a house and approximately 6 jugars of farmland and vineyards in 

Rumania was nationalized, without compensation by the Government of 

Ru.mania late in 1946 or early in 1947 pursuant to Land Reform Law 

No. 87 of l:Iarch 23, 1945. 

Sect ion 303(2) of the Act provides, inter alia, for t he r eceipt 

and determination by the Co!mniss ion in accordance with applicabl e 
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substantive law, including international law, of the validity and 

amounts of claims of nationals of the United States against the 

Government of umania , arising out o.f the failure of such government 

to pay effective compensation for the nationalization, compulso!9'J 

liquidation, or other taking, prior to August 9, 1955, of the pro­

perty of nationals of the United States in Rumania.. 

In order for a claim to be compensable Wlder Section 303(2) 

of the Act, in accordance with well established principles of 

international law, the property upon which the claim is based must 

have been owned by a national or nationals of the United States at 

the time of loss , and the cla:im which arose from such loss must 

have been owned by a United States national or nationals continu­

ously thereafter. 

The Commission finds that the property interest owned by 

ELISABE'IH MERSZI may not be the subject of an award under Section 

303(2) of the Act inasmuch as it has not been established that the 

claim in this resi:ect was owned by a United States national at the 

time that it arose . Accordingly, her claim is denied. However, 

the claims based upon the property interests owned by MARGARET 

MERSZ I and i-1: ICHAEL MERSZI are compensable under the Act. 

The Commission further fjnds that the value of the property 

nationalized was three thousand eight hundred dollars ( ~3, 800 .00). 

A V.l ARDS 

Pursuant to the provisions of the International Claims Settle­

ment Act of 1949, as amended, an award is hereby made to MARGARET 

MERSZI in the amount of nine hundred fifty dollars ( ·1~950.00) plus 

interest thereon at the rate of 6~ per annum from January 1, 1941 

to August 9, 1955, the effective date of the Act , in the amount of 

four hundred thirty-three dollars and sixty-eight cents (~433.68;; 

and an award is made to MICHAEL ER.SZI , in the amount of nine 
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hundred fifty dollars ( 950.00) plus interest thereon at the rate 

of 6% per annum from January 1, 1947 to Augus t 9, 1955, the effec­

tive date of the Act , in the amount of four hundred thirty-three 

dollars and sixty-eight cents (ti433 .68). 

Payment of any part of these awards shall not be construed to 

have divested :MARGARET MERSZI and MICHAEL HERSZI, or the Govermnent 

of the United States on their behalf, of any rights against the 

Government of Rumania for the unpaid balance of their claims, if 

any. 


Dated at Washington, D. C. 


FOR THE ClJ1•Jl:MISSION :B5 1958 

Donald G. Benn, Director 

Balkan Claims Division 



