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This is a claim for $35,000 by Joseph P. Antoncic, a citizen

H	of the United States since his birth in New York, New York, on March 19, 

1917, and is for the taking b7" t!he Government of Yugoslavia of propertJr 

consisting of three pieces of realty, described as a tul.17 equipped 

hotel, an outbuilding, and land in the vicinity. 

The Commission finds it established by extracts fran the Land 

Register of the County Court of Krk (Docket Nos. 409, 667, 1598 and 

16oO, Ce.dastral District of Qnisalj) filed b7 the claimant and by the 

Government of Yugoslavia, and admissions of that Government that claim­

ant•s father and mother, Grga and Mara Antoncic, both deceased, were the 

record owners of five parcels ot land, with a hotel on one of the par­

cels, and a house {No. 583) on another parcel, each in a one-half share, 

when they were taken by the Govermnent of Yugoslavia on April 28, 1948, 

pursuant to the Second Nationalisation Act of April 28, 1948 (ot:tioial. 

Gazette No. 35 of April 29, 1948). SubsequenU7, according to the reports 

ot the Government or Yugoslavia and or the CC1111Diasion•s ovn investiga­

tors and as evidenced b.Y a Decision of June 14, 1948 t:rcm the People'• 

Republic of Croatia, the house (No. 583) vas returned to the cla1••nt 
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and placed at his disposal, as it was established that it was no"t part 

ot the hotel enterprise, which alone was nationalized. 

According to evidence of record, cla1mant 1s mother died on 

August 23, 1931, and claimant's father died OD December 12, 1937. It 

is further stated, by affidavits from a relative anl ~· friend or 

claimant, that the claimant was the only child and the sole surviving 

heir. This latter fact was later judicially established by decisions 

of the County Calrt of Krk. 

en August 12, 1954 claimant filed with the Commission photo­

static copies of original dOCtJ1Dents issued b7 the County Crurt of Krk 

and English translations thereof, among which were four certified ex­

tracts from the Land Registry of K:rk covering the aboV9-1J911tioned Docket 

Nos. 409, 667, 1598 and 1600 of the Cadastral District of Qnisal.j. 

These extracts show that by decree of the County Court of Krk or Octo­

ber 9, 1950, ti~e to real property theretofore recorded in the name 

of claimant•s father, Grga, was transferred to the claimant, and that 

by decree of the County Court or Krk of June 17, 1954, titJ.e to real 

property theretofore recorded in the name of claimant's mother, Mara, 

was al.so transferred to the claimant. 

The claimant in his letter of August 12, 1954 has withdrawn his 

claim for all the property owned by him other than the hotel building 

and its inventory. 

Claimant has f'Ued as corroborating evidence of the value of the 

hotel, the house, and the turniture and inventory an insurance poli07, 

dated August 20, 1938, in the amOUDt of 7001 000 dinars. Experts desig­

nated by local Yugoslav authorities appraised the land on which the hotel 

is situated at 3,144 dinars, the hotel h1il ding at 'J6'1, 76o dinars, :tarni­

ture at 59,240 dinars, and the inventorT ot the hotel at 29,852 dinars. 

An investigator for this CCJmDiaaion appraised the land at 6,'175 dinars, 

.the tarniture at 59,240 dinars, the hotel inTento17 at 29,852 dinars ad 
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the hotel building at 400,000 dinars. Both appraisals were made on 

the basis of 193g values. 

The Cgmmisaion is of the opinion, on the basis of all evidence 

and data before it, that the fair and reasonable value or all property 

ot claimant which was taken by the Government of Yugoslavia was 496,06? 

dinars as of the y-ear 1938.* 

Under the lava of Yugoslavia, persons vho succeed to property 

by inheritance, such as claimant herein, are obligated to pay- inheri­

tance taxes on the value or the property. (See Law Concerning Direct 

Taxation, effective January 1, 1946, Article 24, Of'tieial. Gazette Bo. 

854, November 20, 1945.) The People's Court is prohibited trm trans­

ferring title to real property to an heir unless and until such inher­

itance taxes are paid (Revised Law Concerning Direct Taxation of August 

14, 1946, Article 64, Official Gazette No. 67, August 20, 1946). Thus, 

the value under local law of an heir's interest in real property at the 

date of nationalization or taking Dill.St be regarded as being the value 

of the property less the inheritance taxes charged against it and which 

must be paid before the transfer of titJ.e can be aceanplished. As awards 

may be made only tor the value of the property taken, a deduction must 

be made for inheritanee taxes' in order to renec·t the value or the prop­

erty at the time of taldng. 

Although it appears that, in 1954, cla1mant·paid the sum of 

13,862 dinars as inheritance taxes on property inherited tran his father, 

that p81Jllent would not atrect the value of claimant's interest in the 

property at the time or taldng, such interest, as indicated, being the 

accepted appraised value, less inheritance taxes, at tb&t1me. 

Under the applicable tax law (Inheritance and Gilt Tax Lav of 

March 18, 1947, Official Gazette Bo. 251 March 26, 194?), the tax Oil 

propert7 valued at 496,067 dinars is 13% or 64,489 dinara. That aaOllllt 

deducted trca the value of the properv leaves 431,5?8 dinare u t.be 
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value of the cleimant•s interest in the property which, converted 

into United States dollars at the rate of 44 dinars to $1., the rate 

adopted by the Camn1ssion in making awards based upon evaluations 

as of the year 1938, equals $9,808.59.* 

Cb the above evidence and grounds, this claim is al.lowed 

and an avard is hereby made to Joseph P. Antoncic, claimant, in the 

amount of $9,808.59 with interest thereon at 6% per ammm frcm 

April 28, 1948, the date of taking to .lugust 21, 1948, the date of 

payment by the Government of Yugoslavia, in the amount ~ $185.42.• 

Dated 	at Washington, D. c. 

SEP 7 1954 

* 	For the Camnission's reasons for the use ot an 8%Change rate or 
44 dinars to $1. and the allowance ot intereet, see the attached 
cop7 ot its decision in the claim ot Joseph Senaer. 
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FINAL DECISION 

Thirty days having elapsed since the claimant(s) herein and the Government of 

Yugoslavia were notified of the Commission's Proposed Decision on the above 

claim, and the claimant(s) having filed no objections thereto, and a brief filed by 

the Government of Yugoslavia having received due consideration, such Proposed 

Decision is hereby adopted as the Commission's Final Decision on the claim. 

Done at Washington, D. C. "OV 1 O 1954 


