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on giving Azerbaijan the same kind of eco­
nomic assistance that it provides to all other 
former Soviet republics. This would serve both 
to recognize the risks that Heydar Aliyev, 
Azerbaijan’s President, has taken for peace 
and begin to bring about more realistic atti­
tudes in Armenia. If we are to be an effective 
broker, we must adopt a balanced approach.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 1999 

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, during the fol­
lowing rollcall votes, I was unavoidably de­
tained. Had I been present, I would have 
voted as indicated below. 

Rollcall No. 587, ‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 588, 
‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 589, ‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 590, 
‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 591, ‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 592, 
‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 593, ‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 594, 
‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 595, ‘‘no’’. 
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A PROPOSAL TO GUARANTEE 
HEALTH INSURANCE TO EVERY 
AMERICAN CHILD BORN IN THE 
NEXT CENTURY: SEEKING IDEAS 
AND COMMENTS ON THE PRO­
POSAL 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 1999 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, it is a national 
disgrace that 11.1 million children in the 
United States still do not have health insur­
ance as we enter a new millennium. 

What we have done so far has not worked. 
Since 1996, the numbers and percentages of 
children without insurance have actually crept 
upward. They have not yet reached a statis­
tically significant degree of increase, but we 
are moving in the wrong direction. 

The web of programs we pieced together in 
1997, CHIP/Medicaid/transitional Medicaid, are 
failing to get health insurance coverage to 
more children. 

We need to come back to this question, and 
find something that will work. America’s chil­
dren deserve health insurance. 

I have begun to develop a bill to address 
this problem, currently in a rough draft form, 
which is based on the idea that we need a 
simple and comprehensive solution: 

We want every child in America to have 
health insurance. 

Every child in America is issued a birth cer­
tificate and social security number at birth. 
Let’s automatically enroll every child at birth 
into a Medicare-type program; call it 
‘‘MediKids.’’ 

MedKids will be both an umbrella and a 
safety net for all of the other programs insur­
ing our children, so that no child will ever fall 
through the enrollment cracks again, much 
less 11.1 million children. 

Our current approach places the burden on 
already disadvantaged parents. State and 
local enrollment and welfare workers are un­
able to determine which families match var­
ious programs—much less process pages of 

forms and documentation in order to enroll 
children in health insurance. 

Instead, I propose we do what’s right, sen­
sible, and directly accomplishes the goal of 
health insurance for all of our children: (1) En­
roll every child in MediKids automatically at 
birth; and (2) allow parents who do have other 
choices for a child’s health insurance to attach 
evidence of coverage to their tax forms, thus 
exempting themselves from the premiums 
used to finance MediKids. 

Children are relatively inexpensive to insure, 
but this program will have a budget impact. I 
am developing a plan for covering the costs of 
this program. Ultimately, however we pay for 
it, we must make the stand that some things 
are wotrh spending money on, particularly in 
this time of unprecedented, record-breaking 
economic growth. 

My staff and I will be refining this bill over 
the holiday recess. For example, we will want 
to adjust the MediKids program to cover the 
specific services which children need. As our 
work progresses, we will be posting our drafts 
on our website, http://www.house.gov/stark 
and we invite everyone to visit the site and 
offer their input. 

We plan to introduce this bill at the start of 
the next Congressional session—the first of 
the new millennium. I invited all of my col­
leagues, and everyone in America who cares 
about the health of our children, to join us in 
developing this idea, and to co-sponsor this 
important effort to get every millennium baby 
off to a good start. 
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IN HONOR OF THE PANPAPHIAN 
ASSOCIATION AND SAVAS C. 
TSIVICOS 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 1999 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to pay special tribute to the 
Panpaphian Association, its members, friends 
and special honoree, this year, Savas 
Tsivicos. 

The Panpaphian Association was founded in 
1987, by a group of Cypriot-Americans of 
Paphian ancestry in order to encourage and 
help promote awareness of the customs and 
traditions of the region of Paphos and Cyprus. 
It is a vital philanthropic organization con­
cerned with education, the health and well­
being of students from the United States and 
Cyprus, and the liberation of Cyprus from the 
Turkish invasion of 1974. 

This year’s honoree, Savas Tsivicos, exem­
plifies the honorable characteristics of the peo­
ple from Paphos. He came to the United 
States in 1982 from a farming community in 
the village of Inia to live the ‘‘American Life.’’ 
His life embodies the dreams, hopes and aspi­
rations of thousands of immigrants who arrive 
in the United States to construct a decent life. 
Mr. Tsivicos holds a Bachelor’s Degree and 
MBA from Fairleigh Dickinson University and a 
Masters Certificate from George Washington 
University, where he received numerous scho­
lastic awards and honors. 

Mr. Tsivicos has also become an outspoken 
community leader. He serves on the Ethnic 
Advisory Council of New Jersey and he has 
been elected President of the Cyprus Federa­

tion of America. He is a member of the Arch­
diocesan Council of the Greek Orthodox 
Church of America and is an Archon of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. Mr. Tsivicos is on 
the Advisory Board of the Center for Byzantine 
and Modern Greek Studies of Queens Col­
lege, and on the Board of Directors for the 
Foundation of Hellenic Studies, the Greek 
American Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Council of Overseas Cypriots. 

Savas Tsivicos is a proud American who 
has not forgotten his roots. He is imbued with 
determination to bring justice and freedom to 
Cyprus and has served as Vice President of 
the International Coordinating Committee Jus­
tice for Cyprus. A very successful business­
man, Mr. Tsivicos is president and owner of 
Paphian Enterprises, Inc. He is married to 
Maria Tsivicos and they have three children, 
Haralambos, Elpetha and Evangelos ages 11, 
9 and 6. 

The Panpaphian Association is now led by 
Florentia Christodoulidou, and supported by: 
George Sophocleous, Debbie Riga 
Evangelides, Spyros Stylianou, Michael 
Hadjiloucas, Kyriaki Christodoulou, Irene 
Theodorou, Andreas Pericleous and George 
Theodorou, plus the Advisory Board, Stavors 
Charalambous, Annoula Constantinides, 
Andreas Chrysostomou, Anna Chrsostomou, 
Savvas Konnaris, Georgios Kouspos, Chrusi 
Kleopas Notskas, Ismini Michaelides, and 
Evan Tziazas. 

Mr. Speaker, I salute Mr. Savas Tsivicos 
and the work of the officers and friends of the 
Panpaphian Association of America. 
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1999 INTERNATIONAL PRESS 
FREEDOM AWARDS 

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA 
OF MARYLAND


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES


Wednesday, November 17, 1999 
Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I want to con­

gratulate this year’s recipients of the 1999 
International Press Freedom Awards, pre­
sented by the Committee to Protect Journal­
ists (CPJ). 

CPJ was founded by American journalists in 
1981 to defend the ‘‘human and professional 
rights of journalists around the world.’’ CPJ 
works to protect reporters who are threatened 
by authoritarian regimes and other foes of ac­
curate, independent journalism. Its annual 
awards honor those journalists working under 
the most onerous of conditions. 

This year’s honorees, who have been beat­
en, jailed, or had their lives threatened be­
cause of their work, will receive their awards 
at a ceremony in New York next week. I join 
CPJ in congratulating: Jesus Joel Diaz Her­
nandez, who is serving a four-year prison sen­
tence in Cuba for starting an independent 
news agency; Baton Haxhiu, editor of 
Kosovo’s leading independent newspaper, 
‘‘Koho Ditore,’’ which he continued to publish 
from exile after eluding Serbian police; Jugnu 
Mohsin and Najam Sethi, publisher and editor 
of ‘‘The Friday Times’’ of Lahore, Pakistan— 
last spring, Sethi was beaten, abducted, and 
jailed after the paper published charges of 
government corruption; and Maria Cristina 
Caballerio, a reporter for Colombia’s 
‘‘Semana,’’ who received frequent death 
threats as a result of her work covering the 
country’s civil war. 
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