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TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, January 27, 1919.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of
Congress copy of a communication from the Secretary of the Interior
of t%e 27th instant, submitting a supplemental estimate of appro-
priation, in the sum of $200,000, required by the Bureau of Mines for
the American University Experiment Station, fiscal year 1920.

The necessity for the appropriation and the reasons for the submis-
sion of the estimate at this time are fully set forth in the memorandum
accompanying the estimate.

Respectfully,
CARTER Gurass, Secretary.

The SpeakeER oF THE HoUsE oF REPRESENTATIVES.

DePARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, January 27, 1919.
Dear MR. SECRETARY: I am transmitting herewith a supplemental
estimate for an appropriation of $200,000 for the Americanp(?niversity
Experiment Station, Bureau of Mines, Department of the Interior,
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1920, together with accompanying
statement explaining the necessity for the appropriation, and have
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to request that the same be forwarded to Congress for favorable

consideration.
Cordially, yours, FrankLiN K. Lang,
Secretary.

The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

DepPsARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Bureau orF MiNEs,
OFFricE OF THE DIRECTOR,
Washington, January 25, 1919.
Dear Mr. SecrETArRY: I am transmitting herewith for your
consideration and approval a supplemental estimate for an appro-
riation of $200,000, which will be required by the Bureau of Mines
or the American University Experiment Station during the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1920.
The necessity for this appropriation is explained in the memoran-
. dum accompanying the estimate.
Cordially, yours, CaarLes L. Parsons,
Acting Drrector.

The SECRBTARY OF THE INTERIOR.

The Bureau of Mines has long needed a central experiment station
in Washington at which the work of its various experiment stations
could be coordinated and in which special studies having to do with
“mining, metallurgy, and mineral technology,”” with which the
Bureau is charged by Congress, could be developed and research
undertaken to advance these important industries.

A central laboratory for the bureau might well be established at
the American University where land 1s available and where several
hundreds of thousands of dollars have already been spent by the
Government in erecting buildings, securing equipment, installing
machinery and machine shops, ﬁ:?rges, technological and chemical
apparatus, and other material of the utmost value to the bureau’s
work. This equipment was gathered together and the buildings
constructed in connection with the gas investigations which were
instituted and carried nearly to completion by the Bureau of Mines
when they were transferred, at the request of the Secretary of War,
under the Overman Act, to the Chemical Warfare Service of the
War Department, in order that all matters having to do with chemical
warfare might be correlated under the command of Gen. Sibert.

Under the Overman Act of May 20, 1918, the buildings and labora-
tories of the institution will revert to the bureau within a period of
six months after the war or at such time as the President may deem
wise before the expiration of that time. Unless some such disposi-
tion is made of this material as is proposed above, it will have to be
scrapped as must unfortunately be the case with many of the Gov-
ernment’s investments. All of this material, however, could be
utilized in peace times to the advantage of the country in carrying
on work that will conserve the Government’s investment and make
available the wonderful resources gathered together by the Govern-
ment at the American University for the development of our chemical

and mineral industries.
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Many millions of dollars have been spent by the Government for
construction which will of necessity have to be abandoned on ac-
count of inability to use it for peace purposes. The investment at
the American University could become a shining example of ability
to turn a war expenditure into a constructive center for research,
both scientific and practical, of a technologic nature, with special
reference to our mineral and chemical industries, which the organic
%ct of the Bureau of Mines definitely makes the function of this

ureau.

A central laboratory established at the American University by
the Bureau of Mines would serve as a nucleus to which the Army
and Navy and other governmental agencies might refer problems
of a technologic nature having to do with the production of finished
products from the raw material, thus supplementing the work of
the Bureau of Standards, which has to do with research and investiga-
tion on the standardization of physical and chemical characteristics
of finished material. For example, studies of new explosives; the
study of nitrogen fixation from the air; the production of nitrates
and ammonium compounds; the groduction of special alloy steels
which opens a wonderful, new field and in which the country must
keep abreast of other countries; the utilization and development of
raw materials, such as oils, natural gas, etc.; the examination and
improvement of special fuels for our industries and for the Navy;
and many similar problems might be undertaken.

In connection with the gas-mask work which has been conducted
at the university, a big field is open to the country which must be
carefully cultivated and developed in the production of industrial
masks for preserving the health and lives of our sailors on shipboard
and our laborers in industrial plants. The opportunity for the devel-
opment of these industrial masks is great, and the benefit that will
result to the country therefrom is immeasurable.

With the establishment of such a research center and institution
for technological investigations a 1p]an could be developed whereby
some of the best and carefully selected graduates from our univer-
sities might annually be assigned to the Iaboratory as fellowships at
& nominal compensation. This would furnish the Government
research laboratories with a limited number of our promising youn,
men, who would carry from this organization to the institutions o%
the country a spirit of research directed toward the practical appli-
cation of science which would Frove of lasting good to the country.

The war has developed the fact that our country should be self-
sustaining in all of its essential raw material. The acceptance of this
plan on behalf of the Government would give greater force and effect
to a declaration of mineral and chemical independence.

If the appropriation requested can be made, the heavy war expend-
iture will Ee converted into a center of constructive effort which will
eventually more than repay the Government for the heavy invest-
ment already made, together with the additional investment called
for in this resolution. It will also give the Bureau of Mines a central
experiment station in Washington which will enable it at all times to
keep in touch with the industries of the country and which will enable
Congress to keep in touch with the work of the bureau and see that
the expenditures authorized in the annual approg)riations now given
to the bureau are spent to the best advantage by the development
of the country’s mineral industries.
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Estimates of appropriations required for the service of the fiscal year ending June 80, 1920,

by the Department of the Interior.
BUREAU OF MINES.
American University Erperiment Station—

For lease of the grounds, including buildings, of the American Uni-

versity, in the District of Columbia (known as the American University
Experiment Station), as headquarters for experimental work of the
Bureau of Mines authorized by the acts of May 16, 1910, and Feb. 25,
1913, and as one of the experiment stations authorized by the act of
Mar. 3, 1915; for the removal of the laboratories of the Bureau of Mines
in the Interior Department Building and their installation at the
American University Experiment Station; for the purchase of equip-
ment and supiplies; for the maintenance and repair of equipment,
buildings, and grounds: for maintenance, operation, and repair of
motor-propelled passenger-carrying vehicles; and for every other
necessary expense incident to the establishment and operation of
said experiment station, including personal services in the District
of Columbia and elsewhere, and necessary traveling and subsistence
expenses, $200,000. The Secretary of War and the Secretary of the
Navy are hereby authorized and directed to turn over to the Secretary
of the Interior for the use of the Bureau of Mines all of the machinery,
equipment, appliances, apparatus, supplies, buildings, and other
roperty of the United States of America at the American University
ixperiment Station. A board consisting of 3 members, 1 to be
selected by the Secretarv of the Treasury, 1 by the Secretary of the
Interior, and 1 by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia,
shall confer with the owner of the American University property
with a view to purchasing same and shall report to Congress its
recommendations at the beginning of the pext regular session thereof
(acts Mar. 3, 1915, vol. 38, p. 959, sec. 1; May 16, 1910, vol. 36, p. 3G9,

secs. 1-6; Feb. 25, 1913, vol. 37, p. 681, sec. 1, submitted).......... $200, 000
. Rat. Esti-
Employees. ate mate:
ploy o
Salaries in Washington: )
Superintendent . ... ittt per annum. . ($4, 000. 00 1
Chemicalengineer........coooveviinnninann.. .. ...do....] 4,500.00 i
Metallurgist ......... do 4, 500. 00 1
Mineral technologist . d 4,000, 00 1
D - do 2, 800. 00 1
) do....| 3,000.00 1
Assistant chemis do....| 2,200,00 1
T .. ..do....[ 1,800.00 1
1Y 0 63 1Ty o113 O U do....] 1,500.00 2
Assistant metallurglst. L iiiiiieieiiaieienans do....{ 2,400.00 1
Metallurgical assistant ... .. ..ot ittt i rereeaneaannn do....{ 1,800.00 1
D o R do....} 1,500.00 1
32534 V107 41123 o gt GNP AR do....{ 1,800.00 1
RATY VY o] g 111 AR R do....{ 1,400.00 1
5 7 N do....] 1,200.00 2
‘Wages in Washington:
(713 1121 ¢ F L AR R do....] 1,800.00 1
B (14 o 103 .3 + T do....} 1,800.00 1
(632X V) (31 =) S do....{ 1,500.00 1
Skilled 18DOTer. ..o e et e iiae e do....} 1,200.00 1
Laborers, Charwomen, €tC. ... ..ououenonn i aeaiansanasasancansosmennanan do....! 2,600.00 |..........
BN+ ) SRR R $50, 000
OTHER OBJECTS OF EXPENDITURE.
Travel and per diem in lieu of subsistence of $2.50, $3, $3.50, and $4, pursuant to sec.

13 of the sundry civil act approved Aug. 1, 1914 (38 Stat., 680) 5,000
Removal of laboratories to American University Station. .. 10,000
Their installation at the American University Station....._ ................... 10, 000
New equipment (in addition to laboratory equipment to be moved there and equip-

ment already there) . ... i it iirreereietiier e e 30, 000
Supf)lies (chemicals, @tC.) . . ... i aieeacaas [ S 10, 000
Fuel, light, and heat. ..o o oo i eeineaaaeeeiaeaaanneana] i aaans 15, 000
ROPAITS, 810, .o enn e it ettt s csn o naanreaar el 5,000
Maintenance and operation and repairs of motor vehicleS. ...ccvnenvienninieneeneadi .. 5, 000
Rent and miscellaneous @XPenses. .. ..o .u. i iiiien i eiaccnensnmsacnccrccssnancaaeliaioaecann 60, 000

T Y FR 200, 000




