
U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Office of flie Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C 20530 

May 2,2011 

The Honorable Darrell E: Issa 
Chairman 
Committee on Oversight and Govenrment Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This supplements our previous responses to your letter; dated March 14 2011, and your 
subpoena issued on Match 31,2011, to Kenneth Melson, Acting Director of the Department's 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF). Your letter and subpoena 
requested documents and other information relating to Project Gunrunner and Operation Fast and 
Furious, including materials concerning pending criminal, investigations and the prosecution of 
twenty individuals on drug trafficking, gun trafficking, and money laundering charges mat is 
scheduled for trial on June 7 2011. 

Enclosed are 92 pages of documents responsive to your request In addition, we have 
identified 466 pages of responsive documents that we are prepared to make available for review 
at the Department by Committee staff at any convenient time-We have substantial 
confidentiality interests in these materials because of their sensitivity. They 
include information about federal law enforcement strategies,, policies, and practices, the 
disclosure of which would be helpful to individuals who seek to evade our efforts to combat drug 
and fireanm trafficking. 

We have made limited redactions in these documents to protect the identities of 
individuals who are involved in our investigations, law enforcement techniques, and other details 
relating to particular investigations. These redactions are important to protect the integrity of our 
law enforcement efforts as well as individual privacy interests. 
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Our efforts to identify documents responsive to your subpoena are continuing and we will 
supplement this response as soon as possible. We hope this information is helpful Please do not 
hesitate to contact this office if we can provide additional assistance regarding this or any other 
matter. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures 

cc: The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings 
Ranking Minority Member 
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Carlton and Henry, 

I think i mentioned on the phone to Ca rtwn that I was going to send this, but attached please find an ATF Order to" which 
you previously had access. Upon further review, we believe that we can produce it to you with very limited redactions. 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 

Thanks, 
Molly 

Molly Gaston 
Office of Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Office: (202)305-9134 | Cell | 
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US Department of Justice 

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington, DC. 

June 10,2011 

The Honorable Darrell E. Issa 
Chairman 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington,DC 20515 

Deaf Mr. Chairman: 

This letter provides additional information and documents responsive to the Committee's 
subpoena of March 31,2011. 

We fully appreciate the Committee's legitimate oversight interest in the genesis and 
strategy pertaining to Fast and Furious. We are committed to working with you to accommodate 
the Committee's information needs, consistent with our law enforcement responsibilities. 
Toward that end, we have delivered to 
additional 69 pages fins enclosed with this letter These document were identified in out search 
of the emails of ATF Agents Newell Gillett, and they bear liatTted redactions, like other 
documents we nave previously provided, to protect $pe£%c.4c£uls about the pending Ex. 6 and 7(C) 
investigations, including text chat would identify targets and sensitive techniques, plus 
information relating to line employees, We also have redacted text unrelated to the Commitee's 
request in multi-subject documents. Many of these documents are not appropriate for public 
disclosure. 

We understand your tetter, dated June 8, 2011, requested the complete production of all 
documents by June 10, 2011. White this is not possible, we are continuing to work 
expeditiously to identify, process and provide or make available to the Committee additional 
information responsive to the its subpoena as quickly as possible and we intend to provide 
additional documents next week. We are also making available for review at the Department by 
Committee staff an additional 38 pages. This Is in addition to the 800 pages of material that has 
previously been made available for review by Committee staff. We have substantial 
confidentiality interests in these documents because they contain information that relates to the 
pending criminal investigations. They bear limited redactions, similar to those set forth in the 
466 pages, reviewed by Committee staff on May 5. 

Office of Legislative Affairs 
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To the extent that the Committee has already obtained many of the records covered by 
your subpoena, our search might be streamlined by your identification of any that you do not 
need from us. We welcome any suggestions about how we might accommodate your oversight 
needs efficiently, consistent with our own responsibilities. 

We understand your interest in our completion of the document search as soon as 
possible and we share that goal. In tight of the pending investigations; however, we ask for your 
understanding that we are making a substantial effort in the extraordinary context of pending 
criminal investigations. We will continue our efforts and ask that you continue to work with us to 
find accommodations that meet both the Committee's oversight needs and the Department's need 
to avoid harm to these pending investigations. 

We hope this information is helpful and look forward to working with the Committee as 
this matter continues. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Cummings 
Ranking Member 



Enclosure 

Ex. 6 and 7(C) J The enclosed documents include emails derived from our ongoing search of the accounts 
of Agents Gillett; Newell, and Below the routing information at the top of these emails, 
there appears a "Categories" line that was not part of the original email transaction. These 
categories represent the tags being used by document reviewers as they search for responsive 
materials. We are working to prevent these tags from appearing on future emails. 

Our search produced some documents, attached to emails, mat have already been made 
available to the Committee. In these cases, we thought that the cover email, demonstrating who 
sent or received the documents, and when, might provide useful information; thus, we have 
provided the cover email and the first page of the document to which the Committee has already 
had access. Some documents produced in this collection are also included in the group of 
documents being made available for Committee review, with fewer redactions. Neither the first 
pages of documents already reviewed by the Committee, nor those also prepared for review with 
fewer redactions, are counted in the page numbers set forth in our letter to the Committee. 



U.S, Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington. D.C. 20130 

June 13,2011 

The Honorable Darreil E Issa 
Cbatnnan 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S, House of Representatives 
Washington DC20Si5 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This letter provides additional information and documents responsive to the Committee's 
subpoena of March 31, 2011. We also want to respond to questions raised by your letter, dated 
May 5, 2011 about redactions 
May 4, 2011. 

We are delivering today to your office an additional 125 pages of material. These 
documents, w i c h follow a production of 69 pages-on Friday make a total of -573 pages- that we-
have physically produced to you to date. The documents being produced today again bear 
limited redactions, like other documents we have previously provided, to protect specific details 
about the pending investigations, including text that would identify targets and sensitive 
techniques, plus information relating to line employees. Many of these documents contain non-
pubucmatixiai and are not appropriate for 

We are also making available for review at the Department by Committee staff an 
additional 36 pages. Those pages are in addition to the nearly 900 pages of material that we have 
previously offered to make available for review by Committee staff—the talk of which 
Committee staff has in fact reviewed. We have substantial confidentiality interests in these 
documents because they contain information mat relates to sensitive law enforcement techniques 
and tactics, They bear limited redactions, similar 
Committee staff on May 4. 

Your letter of May 5, 2011 raised questions concerning redactions in the 466 pages made 
available s ta f f the previous day, May 4 Our re-review of those documents indicated that we 
made significant redactions of tect 14 pages. 
These ircliuie redactions of information unrelated to Fast and Furious and text mat would 
identify investigative subjects^ targets^ and the structure of a criminal organization. In another 65 
pages; we made minor redactions of text identifying investigative file numbers, subjects, targets, 
witnesses, and personal information, such as cellphone numbers. We would be pleased to 
discuss these and any other specific redactions with Committee staff if that would be useful. 
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We hope mis informatioit is helpful and foc&f<irwaKl to working with the Committee as 
mis matter continues. Please do not hesitate &» contact this office if wis can provide additional 
assistance regarding tnisor any other matter. 

Enclosure; 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney General 

cc; TTwHonorabieEujahQimmmgs, 
Ranting Member 



U&. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Office of B» Assistant Attorney General U'cshixgtmDCiOSlO 

June 14,2011 

T^Harffli^IeDarrell E. tssa 
Ghairioaa 
Cotnmit^onOveisight^ 
US, House of Ritp^tsddtatives 

-Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This letter provides additional ra&tniatioiiand dtxnimeottrespiansiveto the Committee's 
subpoena of March 31,2CUL 

Veaiisdelfraringtoda^ these 
'ibemqate bttfej a total of2& pages that We have physically p&daced to youfctthm the la?t 
itcdki and is total of 67$ p a g a ^ M > « l u ^ | i i ^ c a i l y produced to date. We have also made 
available over 900 pages of material for review by CcimmittcestafE; 

In addition to the 97 pages: of material referenced above, today's production also includes 
54 pages that are almost entirely redacted. The redactions am of inforcdation Ideated in multi-
subject docutncaits and the redacted informadon is unrelated to the Committee's request The 
do&imett&tefiigp^ toprotect j |mf i c details abW the 
pending iiivcstigatioQS, unhiding text that yrould identify targets attd seasMve techniques, plus 
in fomia^ relating to Ike effl Evenvo8i(ae:t!CXfc^ottSisianyof^ 
contain non-puMic material and arc not appropriate for public disclosure. 

We hope this information is helpful and look, forward to working with the Committee as 
this matter continues. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Welch 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosure 

ca The Honorable Elijah Cummings 
Ranking Member 



VS. Department of Justice 

Officeqf Legislative AflSirs 

Office of die AisistmAaomey Gocerai Washington, D.C 20530 

June 15. 2011 

. Tbe HonbraBle Darretl E. Issa 
•Chsixsosck 
Gomnim^^iottOveMa^taad Government Reform 
UJL House of Representatives 
Wsshington,DC205t5 

Dear Ito. Chairman: 

Thts;supipfeaie^ 
2M\i_ re$^^Opt^i^VastMd Virions 

Ebclbsi&afg ma&M£baal.56 o s ^ ofmaterial. These documents make a tclal of 355 
pages.that w e i ^ o h y s i c ^ y produce^ &elas^ week, and a total of734 pagesihat 
we have physically produced to date: Mcsfof me eaclosed documents bear limited redactions to 
protect specific detafe about th^ 
confidential fafbroants, targets.and swsi0B techniques, pfiis n^rnMbft renting to line 
employees. One multi-subject doemasst beara ̂ ihsfonffal redaction^ of text that is not 
responsive to the C b m r m ^ ^ As. in out production yesterday, wc have ao* included 
wfaolry recocted p îges mth^ Even with the 
redaction, mam/ of these documents comma nott^ibUc, material and are not appropriate for 
p^Ucdiselosure. 

-Whpf»*bisiii|bi!nta^^ to working with the. Committee as 
tfiis matter continues, . . , 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures 

i 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Cummings 
Ranking Member 



U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Office of the Assistant Attorney Graeat Washington. D.C 20S3O 

June. 16,2011 

The Hpnciabie rJantU E. Issa 
Chairman 
CoamiitteeonOversighiaodG^ve^ 
U.S. House of Etqweseatatives 
Washington, DC2G515 

Pear Mr. Chairman: 

IKS letfer suppleaiejtfs out pttevibt«i iespooa» to me Conrauttse's subpoena of March 
3 t t 2 M l i 0 e I a d n g t o O j > c ^ < r a i ^ ^ , 

^ea*de i ive rm^to<ky to^ These: 
documents mate a total of 396 pages that we have physically produced to you witfciathe last 
week, aadato^al of775 pages that we h a « physically pfodaced to date. The documents being 
produced b<^ limited redactions to protect specific details- about the pending mvestigattons, 
including text that would describe targets and sensitive techniques, plus jsibrination relating to 
litis employees. Even with the redactions, many of these documents contain non-public material 
and are not appropriate for public disclosure. 

WbJbave also located an additional 44 pages of kw-^tifbrcement sensitive decuments that 
we are prepared to make available at the Departm^ for review by Ownmittee stafE Some of 
these also bear limited redactions of text mat would identify investigative subjects, sensitive 
techniques aod flw portion of a multi-simject doanhent thai ^ not responsive to youf tequest 

We hope this information is helpful aad look forward to working with the Committee as 
this matter continues. 

Sincerely, 

Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures 

cc: TheHciio^ieElfjahCumnungs 
Ranking Member 



U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

W&ktitgtqa, DC 20530 

June 17,2011 

Tte Honorable Darrell E. Issa : 
Ch&iiuiaa 
Coma[§ite«03iOveis^ 
t£& Moos* c^K^e^iBtstiyes 
Washmgton, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This supplements our previous responses to the Committee's snbpoena of March 31, 
201I, relating to Operation Fast andBaiious. 

We areri>iiveri^te*iaytoyc*tf an additional 33 pages of material. These 
0*c<tTOei]l3 bear Smite4j«e&c$^ perding inveaiga^nsv 
inciiiding te« that t v ^ ph^ in&nnaliaaiela^ to 
Ime einpicyees. E v m - * r i & ^ r q d a c ^ ^ 
and are not a^rr^riatofcTpubKc d i sc lose 

We have also located an a r i d i t y 
we are prepared to make available at ̂ Department for review by Committee staff. Some of 
these al^bear limited redactions of text that would identify investigative subjects, sensitive 
tec^q_iiss and the portico of a m yourrequesL 

We hope this infoanation is helpfel and look forward to working with the Committee as 
thismattercootaiues. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Weicbv 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Qrmrntngs 
Ranking Member 



U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Office of the Assistant Attorney: General Woskb&dt, D. C. 20539 

June 21,2011 

TheHoiioraBleDarrdlE.Issa 
Chairman 
Cc<na^tteemOveisighiaid Gavernment Reform 

. Houstqf P^arseDtatives ; ' ' 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This supplements our ptrric^resr^ subpoena of March 31, 
2011, relating io Operation Fast and Furious. 

Wearedefiye^todaytpy^ these 
dtiomuos bear fi^^fefjiepa W&tat&&^ 
inclndfflg t^^wM^esci^it target ai£sensidWltec6n%*^ ^fafomtietit&ifagto. 
line employees* Bveh*\^t i»reo^ohs,m 
and are not appropriate for puhiic disclosure. 

We haw also located an addMoa^ 
we are prepared to make available at the Department for review by Committee staff These pages 
bear no redactions. 

We hope this information is helpful and look forward to working with the Committee as 
mis mattercontfaaefe- .... . . . 

Sincerely; 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney <3eneral 

Enclosures 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Gumming* 
Ranking Member 



Office of Legislative Affairs 

U.S. Department of Justice 

MuMngtaa.aC2053O 

• June 22,2011 

The Honorable DarreU E. Issa 
Chairman 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. Hbu^of Reprosentadves 
Wastfnga^D^a&is 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This supplements our previous responses to the Cpnimittee's subpoena of March 31, 
2011, relating to Operation Fast and Furious. 

We are delrvering today to your office an addjulc^ 9 pages of materiaL The documents 
bear limited redactions toprotect specific d e i ^ a t K ^ amending tovestigadotitteidenth^ of an 
u t M n d B ^ s ^ ^ m ^ c t o ^ d 'c#e, and infbimarkn^lating to riiw employees. The coUectibn 
includes the covierpage front om document that has beemprWouslyteviewed at me Department 
by Conjmit£ec staff;. Even with the redactions, many of these jdocmtcntscc^tamia^-pubuo 
material and are not appropriate for public disclosure. 

We have also located an additional 17 pages of law-enforcement sensitive documents that 
we are prepared to make available at the Department for review by Committee stafE. These pages 
bear limited redactions to protect me identity of an uniadieted suspect in a closed case. 

W c h ^ ^ m f c B m a r w n is h^lpM and fcwk forward to working with the Committee as 
matter ointmuesr 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Welch 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures 

cc: The Hoaorablc Elijah Cummings 
Ritrikuig Member 



VS. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Of0« of the AS&UAI Attorney General Washington, IX C 20520 

June 23,2011 

The Honorable Darreil E fesa 
Chairman, 

W a s h i h j m D e ^ S t S 

Dear Mr. Chairman; 

This supplements our previous responses to the Committee's subpciena of March 31, 
2011, relating to Operationfast and rNnious. 

We aredefivering today $o your office-an additional 62 pages of materia]. These 
document be&1&&^ reda^ specific detail about the peoding investigations, 
mdudiog texithat wouiddesedbte target and sensitive techniques, phis iiifonnajron relating to 
line employees. Evsirwfthi^is^^ 
and are not appropriate $x puMc-disetosure. 

We have also located an additional 29 pages of law-enforcement sensitive documents that 
we axe prepared to-make available at the Department for review by Committee staff. These pages 
also bear limited redactioSisof ̂ j*ftaf would idenfifymvestigative subjects and sensitive 
techniques. 

We hope mis infom^oa is helpful and look forward to working with the Committee as 
thiffiaatocoiStiBaes.-- - . . . 

Sincoery, 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Cummings 
Ranking Member 



US. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Office of ttt Assistant Aaorocy General Washington. D.C 20S30 

J u n e ^ 2011 

The Honorable QaztellEC Issa 
Qiairtian 
Ccjmnmee on Oversight and Government Reform 
If-S.House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

-Dear Mr. Chairman: 

We are delrvering .todayto ybtir'offjcemaddiriottal 97 pages of material. These 
documents beariiQ^tedi»dacd(WS to protoa specific details abo^.peptfing uwesngatfoos, 
including text mat would identify targets and sensitive tecbjii^ue^p&is mfbrmation relaiingto 
line crnployecs. EVmvdtotbfc redactions* 
and are not approrjriato for public disclosure. 

We have also locatedan additional p ^ e of tew^enfbrcementsensitive material mat we 
are prepared to make available at me^Departmeat fof review by Committee staff. This also bears 
limited redactions of text that would disclose specific details about the pending investigation. 

We hope this information is helpful and look forward to working with the Committee as 
-this natter continues. 

Sincerely, 

RonoldWicii 
Assists Aftoni^ General 

Enclosures 

cc' The Honorable Elijah. Cummings 
Ranking Member 



VS. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Office of the. Assistant Afloraey Gesoal Wtahln&an. D.C 20530 

June 27,2011 

The Honorable Darrelt E. Issa ; 
Chairman 
^mmittee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.&&b«ieof Ripesesaiatsves 
Washington, DC20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman; -

Thissttppleirten^ 
2011, relating to Operation Fast and Furious. 

We are ddiverihg today to your office an additional 22 pages- of material These 
dooflnents hear limited redactions to protect specific details about pending investigations* 
rndttfiog^tsx^maf w 
line employees. Wealsohave~redacted"textoErdafc^ 
subject cbcoment Even wim the redacriens, many of t l i e ^ 
material and are not appropriate for public disclosure 

We hope mis information is helpful and look forward to working with the Committee as 
this matter continues. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Cummings 
Ranking Member ' 



U.S- Department of Justice 

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washing**, D.C20S30 

June 29,2011 

The Honorable Darreil E. Issa 
- Chairman. 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U,S> House of Represeiitatives 
Washmgton.DC20515 

Dear-Mr. CMirman: 

This supplements our p r ^ o u i r e s p b r ^ . 
2011, and your letter/of Jurc 8,2C11, relating toOperation Fast and Furious. 

., We are deUyering;foday to your office an addit ic^ 35 pages o f m« te^ . These 
documents bear limited redactions to ptoteclspecifk 
inoliidfng text mat would identify target? and sensitive techmqaes, plus Mormation relating to 
line employees. Even with the redactions, many of these documents contain non-public material 
and ^ j » t appropriate ffrpttblic o3s&psifî  

We have also located an additional eight pages onaW<nf6rccment sensitive material mat 
we«re prepared torrato available ft the Dqiartnentfereview by Ctormtuttee staff. These 
pages also bear him^reofceDXHW 
or would disclose specific details about the pending investigation. 

We tope^^infbrm^On'iff as 
mis matter continues. 

Smcerdy, 

Ronald Welch 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures 

cc: The Honorable EUjahCuminings 
Ranking Member 

Office of Legislative Affairs 



Office of Legislative Affairs 

US. Department of Justice 

Office of she Asaaur Attorney General Washington, D.C 20330 

June 30,2011 

The Hbjjo^IeDandi Elssa 
Chainnaa-
Obmmittee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U^i House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

. Dear Mr; Chairman: 

This sujplemftnfs ffurpreykras responses to the Comniittee's siibcoena, of March 31» 
2011, andyour letter of June 8; 2011» rdkringto Operation Fast and Furious, 

W e a t e d e U v e ^ t a f a y f o y ^ pagesof material these 
documents bear limited redadfens to protect specific details about pending investigatlans, 
including text that would iden^targefe and sensitive tedmiques, plus inforinatton relating to 
line employees. Even with the redactions, many ofthese documents contain non-public materia 
and are not appropriate for public dEscfosurs. 

We hope this information is. helpful and look forward tq woddag with the Committee as 
this matter continues. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosties 

cc: Theilcnoi^le EhjahCummings 
Ranking Member 



U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

OFFIWOFTHEASSIFLBKATORMYGSAAD. Washington. A C 2Q530 

July 1,2011 

The Honorable Darrell E. Issa 
Chairman, 
Cornirn^6nO>trsig^ 
U.S. House of RepKserMtives 
Washmgtori, DC 20515. 

DearMr.diairinan: 

This supplements our pevious responses to the Conimirtee's subpoena of March 31, 
2011, andyour letter of June 8,2011, reJafingto C^eran'oa Fast and Furious; 

F i a d o ^ p l e a ^ ^ ^ Pursuant to our agreement witi 
C o n n f t & e s ^ . ^ e ; ^ Q no Jogger &Bmhmposk* to;ypurogicei Tfc^aoamienlsbear 
limited rsetacaWto 
would iiJefiQ^ targets and sensifn^tetiSim^^pIus irifoimftrion relating: to line employees. 
Even with the redactions* many of these documents contain non-public material and are not 
appropriate for public disclosure. In response to requests from Chairmen Smith and Leahy, we 
alio wilt provide these cbcuirjeats to the House Committee oh the Judiciary and the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary, respectively. 

We hope mis information is helpful and look forward to working with the Committee as 
t h i s T f i a a ^ ^ ^ -

Sincerely, 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosure 

cc: The fierjoraWe Ehjah Cttmmings 
Ranking Member 



UJ5. Department of Justice 

Ofclce of Legislative Affairs 

Offieeof fee As&aat AMmty Genera] Washington. &£ 20530 

July 5,2011 

?he"Honora&fe Darrefl R Issa 

CtonUnrttee^n Oversight and GovernmentRetorto. 
UJS, House ofRepresentatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Nfc Chairman: 

This sapplements, pur previous, responses to the Committee's subpoena, of March 31, 
201k and your letter of June 8,2011, t e t o f t p Operation Fast and Furious. 

'ifkifcJtoltix^ ac^djtipnatl* pSges 6p0s^T&i&; 
documents DearImiite^^ 
^eluding texjtlhai v ^ d ^ ^ ^ ^ r g e t e andJsensi&« techniques, plusln^naa^nielatiDg to 
line empkiyees. In a^dra'dd,Ave have redacted me portions of ntulu^subjOet dbctaitehts tftat are 
not responsive to your request Even with the ra(Jacrions,jnanyof these descents ectftam non­
public material and are not appropriate for public disclosure. 

In response to requests from C&alrmen Smith and Leahy, we aiso will providethese 
documents to tho-House Goramittess on the Judiciary and th& Senate C^inmitiee cathe Judiciaryi 
resrjectively. 

Wehopytoisinio^^ 
nWmatter cpntihnes. 

Sincerely, 

T i t 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Cumming 
Ranking Member 



UJS. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Office of the. Asdsteot Attorney rjeoenl fPathingtan, D.C. 2053Q 

July 6,2011 

TheHonoaife Darrell E. Issa 
Chairman . . J . 
Committee got Oversight add Government Reform 
U.&. Bouse orl^ireseaQafves ' 
Wamisgteo, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. giainpaa: 

Tins supplements our previous responses to the Committee's subpoena of March 31, 
20/11, and YJD«r letter of June 8, 2011, relating to Operation Fast and Furious. 

Weared^Jrveriogto^yanaddMc^ These documents bear 
limited redactions to protect specific details about pendmgmvesfigatioaB^ uicluding text that 
would icfcm% tar^efeW srauim^£dmiipe& n ^ 
Even ^ m e i w ^ o % 

. appropriate fOTpub^^ 
a l s o ^ p r o r a ^ t S e ^ d o c u n ^ t s t o 
Committee on the Jjidiciary,respectively. 

We have also located an additional 9 pages of law-enforcenieni sensitive material mat we 
are prepared to make availahte at me I>rjan^ There are 
stgnffiramt redactions Of apn^fespbnstvo text in several multi-subject documents and limited 
redactions of1 text that would disclose-specific details about the pending bvestigatba. The 
doc^nien&wilHlsobenjadbav^^ 
Committee on the Judiciary and the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 

We hope this iafbntta£oais helpful and look forward to working with the Committee as 
this matter continues-

Smccrcryj; 

Ronald v/eich 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosure: 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Currunings 
Ranking Member 



Office of Legishuive Affairs 

0.S. Department of Justice 

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washinffan. D.C 20530 

M y 7, 2011 

The Honorable DarreU B. Issa 
Chairman 
CoinmfceeonC>versightiuriC^ 
LIS. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Deat\Mr,CMrmaitf 

This supplements, our prevtowresponses to me <^rmnittee's subpoena of March 31, 
2011, and your letter of JuneS, 2011, relating to OperationFast and Furious. 

Wcaredeliveririgtodaytoyciir These 
docuinenlsbear foa^^ 
including text that would jdsmj&:$rgets andsensitjve tedmioues, plus information relating to 
line employees; In^ditiorvwehavereda^ 
respwjsrve to yom requests; Even wifei^rsdacSotts; many .of mese, documents contain non­
public imtcrMand are tic* appfc3HMtef» r^c^disclosuie. In t&gaaai to requests from 
Chairmen Smith and Leahy, we also will provide these docoments to the House Committee on 
the Judiciary and the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, respectively. 

We hope this Information is helpful and look forward to workmgwim the Committee as 
tm's matter continues. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures 

cc; The Honorable Elijah Cunimfngs 
RankmgMirJoriry Member 



I 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

UiL Department of Justice 

Office of die Assistant Attorney General Wcshtfipt*. D.C. 20530 

July 8,2011 

TheHonoraole Darrefl E Issa 
Chairman 

D^Mr-Cfcauraao: 

This supplemaits our previ'otis responses 
20! i, and your iett£ ofjbhe %12QXl± to C^etatum Fajt and Furious. 

^ J Wfefj^di^^ 15 pages ofjprtedai The^ 

includ^ t e ^ tSat-wp^ i d e i j ^ targets and set^tivetechoiq\ies» plus iaSOTiatbtt^datiagtQ 
employees;. Ir^ao^dc^-woha^'te^ 

responsive to your requests. Even with the redactions, many of these documents contain non­
public material and are not appropriate for public disclosure. In response to requests from 
Chairmen Smith and Leahy, we also will provide these documents to the House Committee on 
the Judiciary and the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, respectively. 

We have also located an additional 4 pages of law-enforcement sensitive material mat we 
are prepaid ftN3&&e â  
linuW redaction of text t ^ 
The dcctimetas wif ra to te Department by staffof the House 
Committee on the Judiciary and the Senate Commits oh me Judiciary. 

We hope this infonnafion Is helpful and look forward to working with the Committee as" 
this matte* continues. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures 

cc: The honorable Elijah Ctaniniirgs 
Ranking Minority Member 



US. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Office of the Assisiant Attorney General Washington. DC 20S39 

July 11,2011 

. Tbe.HiwrableDarreJiE fesa 

Comnim^oaOVersig^ 
TJM< H t̂Ese o f V b 0 ^ ^ f ^ 
W a s m ^ ^ D G 3^SfS-

This supplements our previous realises to the Committee's subpoena of March 31, 
20.11, and your letter of June 8,2011, relating to Operation Fast and Furious. 

We are delivering today to your' office an additional 125 pages of materiiL These 
documents boar umited r e c k o n s to protect specificdetails about pending invcstigations? 

mcTupUr^textthat v^u^^^ and s«aisirive. techniques, plus infonrjanonrelatmg to 
Hoe cmptoyees. foaffdffion, weiave r e d a c t frommuM-suc^^ is not 
Ts&m&e fa y^xe^uests-, gyttk witfitheredactjojis, many of these documents contain non­
public material arid are not appropriate for puMic dtsdosuce. mresr>onse to requests from 

. Chanroen Smra^ apd t e a h y , ^ 
the Judiciary and the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, respectively. 

We have also located an additionai two pages of law-enforcement sensitive material mat 
we are prepared to make availaUea^ There are 
linitedredWo^ofte^thM w in 
a d d i d o h ^ t ^ t i a t i s ^ fean a muhi-subject 
document The doetrnseats willalsobemade available ror review at the Department by staff of 
weHca^CotonHi^c^^ Judiciary. 

. We hope tfe i n f o r m a l 
this matter continues* 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Wetch 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures ' 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Dmimings 
Ranking Minority Member 



VS. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Ofltoe oftite Aa&iant Afiwwy General JFtotoijgid* J3.C M53ff 

July 13,2011 

The Honorable Darrell E. Issa 
Chairman . 
Commiaee on Overaght and Government Reform 
UJS. Hou^ of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr,Chairman: 

This supplemenisour previous responses to the Cornmittee's subpoena of &£azch 31, 
2011, and your letter of June 8; 2011, relating to Operation Fast and Furious. 

We are dehVering today to your office an additional 74 pages ofisaterial. These-
documents hear limited redactions to protect specific details about pendin g investigations; 
including text that would identify targets and sensitive techniques, phis Mormation relating to 
line eropbyees. Ih addition^ we have redacted fiom raulti-subje^ docuibeats text that is not 
tesponsiveioyotffreqtk^ts, l&en With me. tedacric^tna^irfwese doeuments contaiiicoa-
j a ^ c , material mi^v^Bfgof^i^&i p##c ffisclosgfc lujtsfrmcp iti&e&fio&L. 
Chahinen Smith and Leahy, We also wQi provide these Swmsstits to the J&use Committee on 
the Judiciary and the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, respectively. 

We have also located an. additional nine pages of law-enforcement sensitive material that 
we are prepared to mate amiable There are 
limited redactionsof textthat would disclose sensitive teohniqnesand specific details about the 
p^nc^mvestigation. & addition, text that is not i e s p c ^ 
from a n a d f e w l j e ^ i ^ ^ available TGFcetfsrrtitfK— 
DeoartEocnt by staff of the House Committee on the Judiciary and the Senate Committee on die 
Judiciary. 

Weho^trds:uiformatwtf^^ kwkfbrwardto working with me Commitee«s 
this matter continues. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Oummlngs 
Ranking Minority Member 



Office of Legislative Affairs 

VS. Department of Justice 

OrQceatfteAsiUtiitt Attorney CtmeaJ . Workington. D.C 20S36 

April 8,2011 

The Honorable Darrell Is&a 

Commitaeon Oversight and Goverameiu Reform 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Chairman: 

Itfsrespojidatoyowic^ds^ J^2011,ahdyoursubrjoeMiss^pnMa^ 
31,2011, to Kenneth Melsop, AcCbg Dftectoi'of the Depamnient's Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
FtesarmsandBxpWvwCATTF). Your letter and subpoena revested documents and omer 
krfomiation€»ocettiin& 
ATF known as Operation Fast and Ftaious and the pending criminal investigation into the 
shooting death of Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Agent Brian Terry, 

To date, our search has located several law enforcement sensitive documents responsive 
todKroauestsfay^IetBTandtiiesuopocna. We have substantia] confidentiality interest in 
these documents because they contain mformstion about ATF strategies and procedures that 
could be used by individual* seeking to evade our law enibrcem We are prepared to 
make these ckxuments, with some redactions, avaBabfe for re^ 
Department They wul bear redactions to protect hifocmatioaabout ongoing criminal 
investigations, investigative targets, internal deliberations about law enforcement options, and 
communications with foreign government cepi uuitativcs. In addition, we notified Commi ttee 
staff mat we have identified certain jxtbllch/ available documents that ate responsive; 
Conmiittec staff informed us that, for now, tbey do a* wairt us to produce such documents. Our 
search for records responsive to your lettoandmesacpcCTiscontinuimiandwewia 
supplement this response when additional mformstion becomes available. 

While our erf cm to identify respassivc documents are continuing, many of your requests 
seek records relating to oogomgcriminal investigations. Based upon the Department's long­
standing policy regarding the confidentiality of ongoing criminal investigations, wc arc not In a 
position to disclose such documents, nor can we cOnfiimwdnty the existence 
ongoing fovestigative files. This policy is based on our strong need to protect the independence 
and dfectiveoeas of our law enforcement efforts. The cockaedMay 17,2000 letter from 
Attorney General Reno to Senator Hatcĥ  then-Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
provides a fuller statement of the rationale for this policy, as well as its lengthy and nonpartisan 



The Honorable DarreU Issa 
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history. Within those constraints, we would appreciate the opportunity to confer with Committee 
staff to explore other options to accommodate your interests and look forward to working with 
you regarding the Iritbrmatiori you seek. 

Your tetter also asks certain questions, end reflects certain assumptions, concerning 
Operation Fast and Furious that we are presently unable to address because they relate directly to 
an ongoing investigation. We can say, however, that Operation Fast and Furious is a criminal 
Investigation of an extensive gun-trafficking enterprise. The purpose of Ac investigation Is to 
dismantle a transnational organization believed to be responsible for trafficking weapons into 
Mexi<^m pm by prosecuting itsteajlerstap. The raycsfcgattoa it ted by a dedicated team of 
United States Attttn^ These eflierts have already resulted 
in an indictment charging 20 defendants with federal firearms offenses, and the investigation is 

Mexican drug cartels are a significant organized crime threat, both to the United States 
and to Mexico. According to the Deparbmenf s.2010 National Drug Threat Assessment, these 
cartels present the single greatest drug tnifHcking threat to the United States, Mexican cartels 
use violence to control drug trafficking corridors, through which drugs flow north into me United 
States, while guns and cash flow south to Mexico. Drug-related violence in Mexico was 
increasing at an alarming rate well before the inception of Operation Fast and Furious. For 
calendar year2009, the Mexican government reported 9/35 murders in Mexico resulting from 
organized crime and drug trafficking - an increase of 50 percent from the number of murders to 
2008 and (farce times the 2,837lolled In2007. In part because Mexican J**v sc*ereiy restricts 

. gun ownership, Mexico's drug traffickers routinely smuggle weapons purchased In me United 
States into Mexico. 

Stcfpmgtneflowcfwca^^ 
theresoureea of the cartel and the cartels' msof sophisticated trafficking organizatioss to move 
firearms across the border. Thesetrafficking organizations typically involve the; use of straw 
purchaserti who purchase the weapons dotfoe themselves, but wim me purpose oftramferring 
them toothers who then fiicHh^tieir movement across the border to the cartels. Among me 
challenges in investigating a trafficking organization is developing sufficient evidence to prove 
that particular firearm purchases ere, in fact, unlawful straw purchases. A* you know, it is legal 
for a non-prohibited person to purchase an unlimited number of firearms from a licensed gun 
dealer and then to sell or barter those fiitarais to mother person. 

Allegations have been raised about how Operation Fast and Furious was structured and 
conducted. As y<nj note, at the request of the Attorney Ger±er»l, the Department of Justice's 
Office of the Inspector General (DOJ-OIG) is now investigating those allegations. Your letter 
asks about DOJ-OIG's ability to handle thu inquiry in an independent and objective manner. 

' Open*fc» Fttt ind Ptzrfoia, wifcb u one l»w enforcement prw»ti|«ioi^ jhouhl aoc be e o c f l ^ wfft Project 
Gunrunner, which U the bcot&r Wtiidve to deal wU weapoai triftkkfog «k>og tbc South*** Border gauntry. 
Ai wu i«caiu> ooted ty Cot^renini^fUH^ 
tbc mtK of 1,397 deferidaaa - 850 of whki hid beta convicted-tad toe tdzuR of over 6,688 firearms." 
Coogrew local Research Service Report KL32724. Mecko-US. Rtlationx l*na fir Cortgnss, Fefcruiry 15,2011, 
•t 19. . i 
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The enclosed letter to Senator Grassley, dated March 16,2011, from the acting Chairperson of 
the Integrity Committee of the Council of Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency 
(C1GIE), responds to similar questions raised by Senator Grassfey. CIGIE's response to Senator 
Grassley describes DOJ-OIG as "a model of independence, objectivity, and above alL integrity ia 
every aspect of its daily pursuits.'' The response goes on to state chat DOJ-OIG has "fully earned 
an unquestioned reputation for successfully addressing highly difficult and sensitive cases, and 
deserves the trust and confidence of the public. Further, its prior involvement in a review of a 
portion of the same ATF program can properly be viewed, not as an impediment to objectivity, 
but rather as an opportunity for the DOJ-OIG staff to have obtained familiarity with the 'subject, 
matter and working environment mat would be used advantageously in the investigation 
requested by the Attorney General." 

. Finally, your ktter asks about the shooting death of CBP Agent Brian Terry. The 
Dqjarrnfcnt, with the Federal Bureau of Investigation leading the effort, is investigating the 
s h o c ^ death of Agent Teny. Ambas assisted m that m v e t t ^ ^ 
Attorney's Office has assigned senior prosecutors to the ease. We are dedicated to holding 
Agent Terry* s Jailer or killers responsible through the crhninal justice process that is currently 
undaw^, but we are rk»t ma position to provide add 
this active cn^nmal irtvestfgatlon for the reasons set forth abovcaad to the enclosed Attorney 
General Reno letter. 

We hope thlj information is hetpfuL Please do not hesitate to contact this office ifwe 
may provide additional information regarding this, or any other, matter. 

Sincerely. 

Enclosures 

cc: TrwHonor^ieEujahaCummings 
Ranking Minority Member 



UNITED STATES OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT 
Washington, DC 20415 

Office of (he 
iBjpecnw General 

March 16, 2011 

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Grassley: 

This is in response to your letter of March 8,2011, to Kevin L. Perkins, in his capacity as Chair 
of the Integrity Committee of the Council of Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency 
(0GIE). You expressed concent that the Department of Justice's Office of Inspector General 
would not be able to apply a publicly acceptable level of independence and objectivity in 
carrying out a review mat the Attorney General had requested it to perform regarding an 
operation of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF). 

In accordance with the Integrity Committee's rules, because this matter involved the DOJ-OIG, 
Mr. Perkins, as an official of the FBI and other Justice Department staff recused themselves from 
any involvement in this matter. Accordingly, as the Committee's senior member, I am acting as 
Chairperson for this case. 

At a special meeting called on March 14,20! 1, to consider the issues identified in your letter, the 
membership concluded unanimously that neither the Committee's authorizing statute nor its 
internal rules and procedures apply to the matters you identified. The Committee's jurisdiction, 
as defined by section 7(dXI) of the Inspector General Reform Act of2008 (Public Law 110-409, 
October 14,2008), is to "receive, review, and refer for investigation allegations of wrongdoing 
that are made against Inspectors General and staff members." In this context, the Committee 
has consistently interpreted its mandate to extend only to questions of improper or wrongful 
conduct on the part of individuals occupying positions of significant responsibility in Inspector 
General offices, and men, as required by the statute, make recommendations, where appropriate, 
to the Chair of the CIG1E. However, your statement of reasons why "the public may be usable 
to trust that the DOJ-OIG is completely disinterested and independent" appears to involve 
concerns of an institutional or organizational nature, about which the Committee is not 
empowered to act. Furthermore, the IC has no authority to mandate the recusal of an Office of 
Inspector General. 

However, as the name Integrity Committee implies, scenarios may occur from time to time that 
cause the membership to comment in a manner that goes beyond the chartered structure. Your 
stated reservations about the suitability of the DOJ-OIG to properly investigate the Project 
Gunrunner case present one of those instances. 
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While that office is currently headed by an acting Inspector General, the organization, managed 
for many years by former Inspector General Glenn Fine* has established itself as a model of 
independence, objectivity, and above all, integrity in every aspect of its daily pursuits. It fully 
earned an unquestioned reputation for successfully addressing highly difficult and sensitive 
cases, and deserves the trust and confidence of the public. Further, its prior involvement in a 
review of a portion of the same ATF program can properly be viewed, not as an impediment to 
objectivity, but rather as an opportunity for the DOJ-OIG staff to have obtained familiarity with 
the subject-matter and working environment that would be used advantageously in die 
investigation requested by the Attorney General. Thus, although an Inspector General from 
another agency could feasibly conduct this work, it woul d face a learning curve that might 
involve some delay in completing the assignment Finally, it appears that the belief DOJ-OIG 
was not responsive to disclosures made by an ATF agent may have been initially reached 
without obtaining information from that office. 

If you have any questions or need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me on 
(202)606-1200. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick E.McFarland 
Inspector General 



$f$t r of % Attorney (6mmi 
Ytt*Jptt9ton,& d 20530 

May 17,2000 

The Honorable Otrin O. Hatch 

Coamtacemtbo Judiciary 
UnilodStatei Senate 
WuWsgt«J,D.a 20510 

Dear Mr. Chaiiroas: 

Tbis responds to the Ccnmrittt̂ 's siApocoa,rtcdved on May 12,2000, seddog certain 
Pepsi tujttit records rotating to Lof»l Space and ("LorsT) and Hughes 
ElcotroJiicsCoqwistionC'fegaes''). WekleodlocooiwnteM^inAte|MitoffliB«tbpoen 
s e d d n g d x t t D e n t s r j n t h e c f c ^ i a ^ ^ 
—g—•fwg«iM>p«—iiiM<t«< i i i tw t9^topencHL4nl4ocxpoitki^Elltte tothvPeoptes* 
RepalifieofCUnKCntC"). Wecssniotiixnwever, wnnplywifelbepirtoffo 
fee fflw of to United State! Attorney's Office far the District of OntobHtCVA Attorney's 
n ** e r f 7 •*» « y i j iwih ia l T tt 'yrtinw tiUntfifl t y a * matter rf«ln» iwlw T<w«l t r f l f c g i i M 
pMycdincposs^tectsiology tnasftrioftePRC ia 1995 f b O n ^ t b e t t h K o f t s a t a f l i t e 
Iwncb fam ito PRC fltdkr tf»t jam* 

Jufidal oonfldcoct fai tbs crimJnsJl j u t ipa process aid wodd be laoonffetoooQlisftflefltioiioftho 
D«p«fiiwDtipoGej of dodttng oonpwtocMi fB^e^lbrnaa^iBl&inbiBartiQa 
aboat]wadfa«ii»HtfgitioBf. Tb^poHcy if acfibernc^i»cpigtii«o. It b based on the 
Jcngstandiflg bethf of top Department offHali, both Dcoocrat sod Rrpul jtcau affloa, that Ibe 
**f" < p** ,*f sttflfry Iff t *tf f I* Iff TWpHTr*********" f*rr 1** IWr ̂ rimfrfrlntfftB ufjuitifft inmntrt 

' The dosed CFTC Irrvesu'gatkm and fbe open V.S, Attorney*! Office investigation have 
siways been compfeo^ separate. Ins US.Ax^o i^ ' th tmt i s f ^b td tv^c t i t ymm^iMS 
{uas^iechaolotf transfer in 1996 u»i not to 
possible impact of campaign contrfbutioiH oa the granting of waivers to launch satellites or on 
«rMclt«goBcyshmddbjmjntisdfetioaowlteeB The 
Depajtiitcnf has ahrady piwideJ the Coetmittcc with more than 400 pages of doomyirfs 
renting to flip GKll' jnvcstigsg'an, including ill ducmoeott we have identified that are 
responsive to sobpirtgisphB of the Contmittec'a subpoena, and wo are continuing to search for 





from a law enforcement perspective as well Such * disclosure would reveal the investigative 
reports tod other evidence that bis been collected in the investigation, as well w the internal 
documents setting out investigative strategies and plans. These materials would provide 
« "road map" of the ongoing investigation to fte targets of the investigation and to anyone ebe 
with access to them. As Attorney OcnmJ Jackson observed: 

Disclosure of the [law enforcement} reports could not do otherwise than 
seriously prejudice law enforcement Counsel for a defendant or a prospective 
defendant, could have DO greater help than to know how much or bow little 
Information the Government has, and what witnesses or sources of information 
it can rery upon. This is exactly what these reports are intended to contain. 

Jackson Op. at 46. 

The Committce'l subpoena would also require the Department to produce grand jury 
material covered by the noo-disclofure provision of Rule 6(e) of the Federal Rule* of OiminaJ 
Procedure. Ax you know, tne production of any such material wouM be in violation of the taw. 
Thus, while we would obvkwriy reaww grand jury material f 
the rwrorintwg Ar^wrvnt* t/h*t m»x« r*«pnn«fart to rtw» C**nn\iH**te n * p ™ wrarvl/t <ritl pfmrifU * 
"road map" of a portion of the Department1! crimical investigatioa. 

We have feedved no itatenent on behalf of (he Conmiltee as to wbytt believes It has 
af^tbrdocuamtaxelattig tothis wtgo&^atoMaaiirmsngstkm. Weimdetstaodtbat 
ptopuuuuu of the subpoena may contend that the U.S. Attorney's Office ia not investigating 
quickly enough, or that it does oot intend to aeek an indictment even if the evidence tod 
Principles of Federal PTOSPUUIJUU, supptat one. Tbis specofatioo is entirely without merit, ass the 
U.S. Altoci^'skRentoSaEtftorSpeW.d^ April2l and Mar I0,200u,jjaverjre>ioiah/ 
expWnod. To My cveot, fee Rwoaeoiiooght to avoid nsJi conlff iipoiaiamm second-gueaafag 
of tteesBeudvchnaTirhhy dsslefjalŝ hw In 
ligf* c/thai prfax^ and the dangers to we 
lannof OBuwiw ofWty ii limes! that woold justify providing the files of an ftng"tftg criminal 
famatlgitioD to Cougieaa. 

hi closing iappredsto to fact ihtiyov ' 
accoimnod«floo^atroc*nrii^tr^ 
impact oo fibs open eases* possible," Wbm hcoir^ too>gt^cri»nicudmvcsttgaffo^ 
however, I do not biiieveihMaasec^ 



that would not do violence lo the paramount interests set forth above Nonetheless, as always, 
1 would be happy to discuss this matter win you further and consider alternative ways of 
satisfying your oversight needs. 

Sincerely, 

* Janet Rene cc; Honorable Aries Specter 
Honorable Robert Q. Tomcelii 
Honorable Charles E, Oraasley 



Office of Legislative Affairs 

U.S. Department of Justice 

OSes, of Hie Aab&nt Attora^ Saw*! 

June 2,2911 

The Honorable Darreil E. Issa 
Chainnaa 
CommttttT on Oversight and 

Oovcramco t Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Deer Mr, Chairman: 

This follows up on conversations wan your staff about the Committee's intent fa 
records of the Department's Bureau of AfcoboU Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF), 
consisting of briefing books prepared for Acting Director Mdson's visits to the Phoenix Field 
Office in 2010 and Organized Crime ar*l Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) reports 
regarding the Bat and Furious mvestigstioo fiom20l0. 

We have {destined documents responsive to stafFi request toad, as you know, we have 
already provided 51 pages to you fat electrode finnat Ti»Dj5«tiaeDt to substantial 
conrldendality fotejests m die rcrrarming doenmcatt because they contain law enfbroernent 
sensitive mfrwmgrion. Acting Director Mel son's briefing materials contain information about 
Fast and Furious as well as otber ongoing kr«sdg8tioiHiBu^Plw)eBixr^ld Office, The 
OCDETF documents include details about rhetackgroend and status of Fast and Furious at (be 
time the reports were written. With limited redactions, we believe that we can make these 
documents avsu>bJe for your staff*3 review wirhout ccmnpromisrng our law enforcement efforts. 
While tie materials are not responsive to yoar previous requests, we recognize mat they are quite 
pertinent to the Committee oversight interests that you have articulated and we are prepared to 
provide your at&fl* access to them at the Department at any coirveirient time. 

Webopetfaatn^simtmnanoniBheB^ol Please do not hesitate to conflict mis office if 
we can provide additional assistance regarding this or any other matrer. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Weich 
Assistant Attorney General 

cc: The Honorable Ebjah Ctrmrningi 
Ranking Majority Member 



From: 
Stat: 
To: b6 

cc 

Subject 
Attachments: 

Sistel, Edward N. (ODAG) -
Friday, October 23,2003 &09AM 
Melson, Kenneth £. WfrMaaaaaaaaal Hoover. WPBamJ. IMF): Leonhart 
Micr*le M4 Harrington,?. J. tFBft Perkins, Kevin L (FBTjs Carta John (FBI}; OaHc John 
(USMS) DIR; Fahey, Seen (USMS); Harley G. Lappin; Dellus, WilEam (BOP); Jairett, 
Marshall (USAEO); Oerden, Teny (USAEO); Nash, Stuart {OQA6J Jones; 6 Todd 
(USAMNV Hewitt Keren (USACASJ; Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Fouratl Greg (USANM); 
Murphy, John E. (USATXW); Johnson, Tim (USATXS) 7 
Dekwy, Stuart F. (ODAG); Ruemrnler, Kithiyn (OOAG); Vogei, Miriam (ODAG); Srinldey, 
Winnie; WWiams, Tom {ODAG} 
Southwest Sender Strategy Group 
DOJ SWB Strategy Group (arc lO-23-0$).wpd 

Attecr^ pleat* ftoi a metro liomtte 
level, internet DOJ working group thatwS provide trte vartiele for coordinating policy, resource and operational Issues 
regarolng the SWB and our engagement wfft the Government of Mexlce. 

Tha OAQ would ilea tocanwana an inaugural me»tinc of tha Strategy Group this Monday. October ffiffi frorn, 11;30ta 
12:30 h the rwy« contemner mom fRPK 4111V PJeaw let meK^aeeoon a« cwMfcletfvouwyourĉ elgiwewBlbe 
abiato ETTERKJ efther InperMnoroy phone. For thoie who ere not In DC, we win be drculating • dial-In number aoon. in 
add Won, we wSibe drcufatfng an agenda in advance of the meeting. 

«DOJ SWB Strategy Group {drc 10-23-09).wpd» 
'Edward Sisket 
Associate Deputy Attorney Genera] 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Wa&tBgtoa,DC.2fiap 
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FORMATION OF THE SOUTHWEST BORDER STRATEGY GROUP 

The Department of Justice has long recognized the magnitude of the law 
enforcement challenges arising along the Southwest Bolder and has sought to 
address those challenges by combining the specialized expertise and authorities 
of almost every law enforcement component in the Department, as well as 
partnering with other federal, state, local, tribal, and International law 
enforcement organizations. 

The jurisdictions Immediately contiguous to the border find themselves In 
a particularly difficult position. In addition to pursuing the same range of federal 
criminal priorities that are faced by jurisdictions throughout the county, the five 
U.S. Attorneys In the districts immediately adjacent to the border have additional, 
significant responskffes - handling tens of thousands of reactive immigration 
cases and border-related drug cases, enforcing federal taw on the vast tracts of 
Indian reservations within their borders, and bearing the brunt of the violence, 
corruption, and drug- and weapons-trafficking perpetrated by the Mexican 
cartels. 

issues related to our Southwest Border are not, however, confined to the 
border districts. En the drug arena alone, NDIC Intelligence reports indicate that 
Mexican drug trafficking organizations maintain drug distribution networks or 
supply drugs to distributors In at least 230 U.S. cities In 45 of the 50 states. 
Immigration enforcement poses a challenge in every one of our jurisdictions, 
from Arizona to Alaska. Firearms illegally transiting the Southwest Border have 
been sourced to distribution outlets in nearly every state In the union. 

Maintaining Comprehensive Coordination and Oversight 

With so many of the Department's law enforcement components involved 
in so many cooperative and independent efforts relevant to border-related 
concerns, it is critical that the Department maintain a comprehensive policy and 
a strategic approach that is effectively coordinated at the highest levels of 
leadership. To harness all these disparate entities, maximize the effectiveness 
of each, avoid duplication, conserve scarce Department resources, and ensure 
optimal coordination, all the Department components must hear, and then speak 
with, a single voice. They must have a single point of contact for policy 
development and strategic direction, not only amongst themselves, but aiso 
within the Interagency. As cross-cutting Issues arise, other federal and state 
agencies with a role on the Southwest Border must have the same single point of 
contact through which they may work to maintain a constant, unified, 
whote-govemment policy. 

Implementation of an effective overall Southwest Border strategy must 
include an assessment of the resource needs of all the components involved. It 
must also Include a plan for how each component intends to achieve its goals In 
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concert wfth the activity of every other component Each component must be 
seratth/8 to the effect of its Initiatives an the overall mission, taking into 
consideration the Initiatives of other law enforcement components and other 
agencies (bom within and outside DOJ). For example,'before unilaterally 
deploying significant additional personnel resources to a particular locale, an 
Investigative agency should take into consideration how that will affect the 
prosecutorial and judicial resource needs in the relevant Jurisdictions, as well as 
the effect on other law enforcement agencies. Similarly, components should 
consider to what extant their resources may be more efficiently deployed In 
combination with corresponding deployments by other components in 
multi-agency task forces. 

This unified and coordinated approach to law enforcement within the 
Department and between the Department and Its sister federal, state, local, 
tribal, and International partners is the best way to use the formidable resources 
of the United States government It is also the most effective way to decrease 
the Influence of the violent criminal enterprises operating along and across the 
U. S.-MexJco border, while enhancing the public safety of the entire region. By 
coordinating the resources, expertise, and jurisdiction of law enforcement 
agencies focusing on drug enforcement, firearms and explosives trafficking, 
Fugitive investigation and extradition, bulk cash smuggling, and human trafficking, 
the Department will maximize its abifity to attack every aspect of (he criminal 
activity that undermines the safety and security not only of our Southwest Border 
communities, but also of the Nation as a whole. 

The Southwest Bonier Strategy Group 

The Department will be implementing its Southwest Border efforts under 
the leadership of the Attorney General, with primary oversight by the Deputy 
Attorney General. To maximize the effective deployment of scarce resources, 
the Deputy Attorney General will convene a multi-component Southwest Border 
Strategy Group f Strategy Group") that wfll coordinate the priorities and initiatives 
established by each of the Department components into a coherent mutually 
relnfordng whole. As mission requirements may evolve, the Strategy Group wiH 
be able to ensure a coordinated response from alt Departmental components. 

The Southwest Border Strategy Group will assess existing capabilities, 
Identify any gaps, and develop, on an annual basis, a consolidated Southwest 
Border budget initiative. 

The Southwest Border Strategy Group witt be given primary responsibility 
for developing and supervising the implementation of the Department of Justice 
Strategy for Combating the Mexica n Cartels, which is set forth in a separate 
document attached hereto. The Strategy Group will also be responsible for 
developing and supervising other essential Departmental strategies along the 
Southwest Border, such as Immigration enforcement, firearms trafficking, 
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money-laundering, and non-cartel-related violence, and coordinating and 
balancing these Departmental priorities. To the extent that the Department has 
high-level strategy groups working on aspects of these Issues - I.e. the Firearms 
Trafficking Strategy Group - this new Southwest Border Strategy Group wili be 
the forum to coordinate and reconcile their respective Initiatives and 
recommendations. 
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The Southwest Border Strategy Group will be chaired by the Deputy 
Attorney General The Assistant Attorney Genera) for the Criminal Division wffl 
serve as Vice-Chair, In addition, the Strategy Group wiH consist of the following 
individuals, or their designees: 

Director, ATF 
• ' Administrator, DEA 

Director. FBI 
Director, USMS 
Director, BOP 
Director, EOUSA 
Director, OCDETF 
US. Attorney, District of Arizona 

, U.S. Attorney, Southern District of California 
US. Attorney, District of New Mexico 
US. Attorney, Southern District of Texas 
U.S. Attorney. Western District of Texas 
Chair, Attorney Generafs Advisory Committee CAGAC") 
Chair, AGAC Subcommittee on Controlled Substances and Asset 
Forfeiture 
Chair, AGAC Subcommittee on Border Security 

The Strategy Group will have a Steering Committee made up of the 
following fcidlviduafe, or their designees: 

Deputy Attorney General 
Assistant Attorney Genera), Criminal Division 
Chair, AGAC 
Director. ATF 

' Administrator, DEA 
Director, FBI 
Director, OCDETF 

The full Strategy Group will meet as soon as practicable after its 
annourtcement The Steering Committee wfll then meet every two weeks with 
the full Strategy Group meeting on a quarterly basis. 
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From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Ce 
Subject 
AltaehroMfcE 

b6 

Brinkley, Winnie on behalf of Ogden, David W. CODAG) 

Friday, October 23,2009 &03 PM 
Ruemmter, Kethryn (OGAGX Dekry, Stuart F. JODAG); SIskel Edward N. (CC4G); Qtuna, 
Juan (dV); Torrez. Raul; Breuw, Lanny A. (CRM); Raman, Mythili {CRM); Meton, Kenneth 

jb6| L ( A T a ' H H H I CATF); Hoovar, William J. (ATF); Leonharr, Michel* M,- Mueikr. 
Robert S. M (FBD: Harrington T. j . [FBft Perkins, Kevin L (FBI); Cariin, John (FBO; dark, 
John (USM5) CHR; Fihey. Sean (USMSU Uppin, Hariey & (BOP); Dalius, William (BOP); 
DodrUl DL Scott (BOP); Janett Marshal] (USAEO); Derden, Terry (USAEOJr Nash, Stuart 
(ODAG); Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Hewitt Karen (USACAS); Fouratt Greg (USANM); 
Johnson, Tim (U5ATXS) 7; Murphy, John E. (USATXWfc i ^ B H i (USMS) rrg-
Blanco, Kenneth (CRM); Welnstein, Jason (CRM}." SwanX Bruce (CRM) 1— 
RE Southwest Border Strategy Group Meeting 
carteLstraitegy2.wpd 

On behalf of DAG Ogden, 
Earfsr today you reoarved noika from Ed Sfsket of the Inaugural meetlJig of tha Southwest Border Strategy Group next 
Monday. On* oftfw terra thai wiUb« rjn the age™*-to th^ and, If possfcta, adoption, of the 
Departrnenra Strategy for Combating the Mexican Cartels. I am attaching hereto a draft copy of the strategy. It reflects a 
great deal otdlscuMJon with, and contributions from, many of your components over the past several months. The DAG 
asks that you come prepared with any sp-crflc suggeattom or racommencteDons you may have related to this document 

And here is die document to attach: 
<<cartel.ftratDQy2.wpd>> 

mnnhSrinUey 

1HMK MM*, WIN* On Mtatf Of CyAn, C*M W. (OCAS) 
. .tk Ruemrnler. tothnn fPDWa; Often, Shart f. (QDfO: EdiWd K (OOAG); Oajra, jutr, {OVj; Term, RiU; Unor A. (OW); Kraft, 
b6 Myth* (CRM> M̂ nn, Kmatt E. (ATf̂ lfeMBBIICXTTl; fccpvw, Wlltm 1 (ATF£ Ltonhtrl; MSchtfc K. (DEA-US); MocA*, RcbrtS.ni {FBI); 

Co Bam tow* (CRM); W»it»i»lri, J«on(CKH); (CRM) 
Saajact: juutawit Hmrlr Tti Mi)) fimi Mtttfo) 
Wham Hcr^,Q3*a-^;^ll^W4-12:X»UGm-<S:0«Ej^ 
Wham MitoltfKaaj.,ltoom«il 

b6 | 
Call ht tthphon* *V H H B H H r ' 1 ' ' * * * * ^ o c t o 

BriwOng mmtmiUtt In bindw- T*b #3. 

Attendees: Kstti'ryn Rwmmtor; Stuart Celery, Ed Sisktf, Juan Osuna, Raut Torrez, AAG Lanny Breuer/CRM. Mythili 
Flam an/CRM 
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Ken Melson, Director, ATF, • M f e H William Hoover 
Michelle L̂ crahart, Administrator, DEA 
Robert Mueller, Director, FBI, TJ. Harrington, Kevin Perkins, John Cariin 
John Clark, Director, USMS, Sean Fahey 
Harley Lappia, Director, BOP, William Daiius, Scott Dodrill attending on behalf of Mr. Lappin 
Marshall Jarrert, Director, EOUSA, Terry Derden 
Stuart Nash, Director, OCDETF 
Dennis Burke.US. Attorney, District of Arizona by telephone 
Karen Hewitt, U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Cahforoia 
Greg Fourait, U.S. Attorney, District of New Mexico 
Tim Johnson, U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Texas by telephone 
John Murphy, U.S. Attorney, Western District of Texas 
Todd Jones, Chair, Attorney General's Advisory Committee ("AGAC") 
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F R O M BrMdey, Winnie < B B E M A A A A A A A A A A A A A A I ' > on behalf of Ogden, David w. (ODAG) 
b6 H 

Sent: 
To: 

Monday, October 26,20091O09 A M 
RuemmJer, Kethryn (ODAG); Delwy, Stuart f. (ODAG); SskeL Edward N, (ODAG); Owns. 
Juan (RAFT Torres, Haul; Breuer, Lenny A . (CRM); Raman, Mythtli (CRM); Melson, Kenneth 
E. ( A T F F C H B H B I (ATF); Hoover, William J, (ATT); Leorthart, Midteie M,- Mueller, 
Robert S. M (FBI); Harrington, T. J. (Ffll); Perkins, Kevin L (FBI); Cirfn, John (FBI); Clatt, 
John (USMS) DIft; Faitey, Sean (USMS);- Lappin, Harley G. (BOP); DaBu* WBSam (BOP); 
OodriH, D. Scott (BOP); Janet*, Marshall (USAEOJs Derden, Terry (USAEO); Nash, Stuart 
(ODAG); Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Hewitt, Karen (USACASK rouraq Greg (USANM); 
Johnson, Tim (USATXS) 7; Murphy, John E. (USATXW); H M E L (USMS) 
Blanco, Kenneth (CRM); Welnsteln, Jason (CRM); Swartz, Bruce (CRM) 1 ' 
RE: Southwest Border Strategy Group Meeting 
Agenda SWB Strategy Group Mtg 10-2649 v2.wpd 

b6 

C C 
SUBJECT 
ATTACHMENTS: 

Sea attached agenda for the meeting. 

<<Agenda SWB Strategy Group Mtg 10-2WE v2.wpd» 

RNXTT BRINTFER,WFCNK 0 « « * H » « * OF OGDEN, 0TVMW,(OOAG) F T P -

SFTIB THMKY, OCFETE 22,2009 8:32 PW L U U 

Tu OGDM, D»»M W, (O0AS1 tumnitt, KRTRYN (0OAG); D*CY, SUTRT F. (OCAGJ; S T D * 6**WD N, (DOAGI OWW, )UM (OV) ; TJXTO, R*UT BNUIR, 
T A ^ X ( < B ^ L I A R M * H ^ ( a ^ M I I « T F E R ^ 
FTOBTRT & M H A N » ^ T. 1, » M L < M 
DIAJI, WLTMCBO^ DAD^ D. SOILTCBOF^LIRRTTT, HWIIA] (USA&); DTNKFT?*TR{USAEOFCMA^STUI(T (OWFI); BUIKT/DMKNJSMZ}; HMS^ K M 
R ^ S A ^ F T W * J , < ^ ( U S I U M * J O H T ^ T ^ 

WTMMT H«* !«Y , OCTTHT 24 200911:30 AH-12.30 PH (GKT-CS.-OQ) E«TARN TIN* (US & ORADI). 
WHAM HLIRT RFLC HD}., ROOM 4121 P. . I I T T — I 

Briefing mttvials In B/NTFAR- TAB #3. 

Attandeae: Kethryn Ruemmter. Stuart Deiery, Ed Stelwl, Juan Oeuna, Raul Torrez, AAQ Lanny Brauer/CRM, Mythffl 
Raman/CRM, Kan Blanco/CRM, Jason WefcurtaHCRM. Bruce Swartt/CRM 

Michelle Leonhart, Administrator, DBA 
Robert Mueller, Director, FBI, TJ. Harrington, Kevin Ferldne, John Caiiin 
John Clark, Director,.USMS, SeaaFahey 
Harky Lappin, Director, BOP, William Dalius, Scott Dodrill attending on behalf of Mr. Lappin 
Marshall Jarxett, Director, EOUSA, Tory Derden 
Stuart Nash, Director, OCDETF 
Dennis BurkcU.S. Attorney, District of Arizona by telephone 

Page 1 



•Karen Hewitt, U.S. Attorney, Southern District of California 
Greg Fouratt, U.S. Attorney, District of New Mexico 
Tun Johnson, US. Attorney, Southern District of Texas by telephone 
John Murphy, U.S. Attorney, Western District of Texas 
Todd Jones, Chair, Attorney General's Advisory Committee ("AGAC") 
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AGENDA 
Meeting of the Southwest Border Strategy Group 

October 26,200911:30 am -12:30 pm 

I. Opening Remarks 

David W, Ogdea, 
Deputy Attorney General 

II. Update on Merida 2.0 IPC Process 

Laony Breuer, 
Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division 

m Brief Updates from Components 

IV, DOJ Strategy for Combating Hie Mexican Cartels 

David W.Ogden 

V. Next Steps 
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Logan, Stephanie B (PIP) 

From: Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG) 
8ent: Friday. October 23, 2009 6:37 AM 
To; Delery, Stuart F, (ODAG); Ruemmier, Kathryn (DDAG); Nash, Stuart (DOAG) 
Subject; Draft Agenda for SWB Strategy Group Mtg Monday 

Here is a draft agenda for the meeting on Monday. Stuart, can we sit down with David for a few minutes this morning to 
talk through some issues in advance of the meeting? 

E) 
Agenda 5W3 

rategy Group Mtg 

Edward Siskel 
Associate Deputy Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC. 20530 
(o) 202.353.8878 
(c) ^ 
Edward.N .Siskfiltatusdoi .gov 



AGENDA 
Meeting of the Southwest Border Strategy Group 

October 26,2009 11:30 am -12:30 pm 

Opening Remarks 

David W.Ogden, 
Deputy Attorney General 

Update on Merida 2.0 IPC Process 

Lanny Breucr, 
Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division 

Reports from Components 

ATF 
BOP 
CRM 
DEA 
FBI 
USAOs 

USMS 

DOJ Strategy for Combating the Mexican Cartels 

Ed Siskel, 
Associate Deputy Attorney General 
Stuart Nash, 
Director, OCDETF 

Strategy Group Committees and Next Steps 

David W, Ogden 



Alvarez, 

Subject 

S«nt: 
To: 
cc: 

From: Sisket, Edward N. (ODAG) 
Wednesday, October 28, 2009 9:24 AM 
Long, Linda B 
Brinkley, Winnie; Delery, Stuart F. (ODAG); Nash, Stuart (ODAG) 
Next meeting of the SW Border Strategy Group 

Linda- The DAG wants to hold meetings of the SW Border Strategy Group every two weeks to begin with (these will taper 
off to once a month after a few meetings), so we need to schedule the next meeting. The first one was this past Monday, 
so two weeks would be during the week of Nov. 9th. t am going to the ATF tracing center all day on Monday the 9th. so if 
we could do it on Tuesday. 11/10 or Wednesday, 11/11, that would be best We should also check to make sure Lanny 
Breuer is available before finalizing the date and time. Thanks, Ed 

Edward Siskel 
Associate Deputy Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC. 20530 
(o) 2Q2.353.8S78 

Edward.N.Siskei6ghisdoi .gov 



Logan, Stephanie B (OIP) 

Subject: 
Location: 

START: 
E N D : 

Recurrence: 

M E E T I N G S T A T U S : 

Organizer. 
Required Attendees; 

Southwest Border Strategy Group Meeting 
Main RFK Bidg., Room 4111 

Mon 10/26/2009 11:30 AM 
Mon 10/26/2009 12:30 PM 

(none) 

Accepted 

Ogden. David W. (ODAG) 
Ruemmter, Kathryn (ODAG); Defery, Stuart F, (ODAG); Siskel. Edward N. (ODAG); Osuna, 
Juan (CiV); Torrez. Raul; Breuer. Lenny A (CRM); Raman, Mytiifli (CRM); Metson, Kenneth E. 
(ATF); H e s V H l (ATF); Hoover, WiHiam J. (ATF); Leonhart Mfchele M. (DEA-US); 
Mueller, Roberts. IB (FBI); Harrington, T. J. (FBI); Perkins, Kevfn L (FBI)," Cart'n, John (FBI); 
Clark, John (USMS) DIR; Fahey, Sean (USMS); Lappln; Hartey G. (BOP); Dalius, Wilfiam 
(BOP); Dodrill, D. Scott (BOP): Jarrett, MarshaB (USAEO); Derden, Teny (USAEO); Nash, 
Stuart (ODAG); Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Hewitt, Karen (USACAS): POURATT Greg (USANM); 
Johnson, Tim (USATXS) 7; Murphy, John E. (USATXW); H H H R U S M S ) f b i 

When: Monday, October 26,2009 11:30 AM-12:30 PM(GMT-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: Main RFKBIdg., Room 4111 

Call in t e l ephone #: a n d Pass Code #: 

At tendees : Kathryn Ruemmler , Stuart Delery, Ed Siskel, Juan Osuna, Raul Torrez, 
AAG Lanny Breuer/CRM, Mythill Raman/CRM 

b6 Ken Melson, Director, A T F , ^ B | ^ | William Hocverfl 
Michelle Leonhart, Administrator, DEA 
Robert Mueller, Director, F8I, TJ. Harrington, Kevin Perkins, John Carlin 
John Clark, Director, USMS, Sean Fahey 
Hariey Lappln, Director, BOP, William Dalius, Scott Dodrill attending on behalf of Mr. Lappin 
Marsha II Jarrett, Director, EOUSA, Terry Derden 
Stuart Nash, Director, OCDETF 
Dennis Burke,U.S. Attorney, District of Arizona by telephone 
Karen Hewitt, U.S. Attorney, Southern District of California 
Greg Fouratt, U.S. Attorney, District of New Mexfco 
Tim Johnson, U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Texas by telephone 
John Murphy, U.S Attorney, Western District of Texas 
Todd Jones, Chair, Attorney General's Advisory Committee {"AGAC") 
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From: 
S*nt: 
To: 

Subject: 

Catagortt 

Newell, Vtmm D. 
Tuesday, February 22,2011 1:12 PM 

FW: 
Per ATF b6, 7C 

Red Category. Green Category 

Bill Newell 
Special Agent in Charge 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) 
Phoenix Field Division (Arizona and New Mexico) 

F r o m ; P e r ATF b6, 7C 
Sent: Tuesday, February 22,201110:56 AM 
To: Newell, William D. 
Subject: FW: 

>er ATF b6, 7C 
ATF National Coordinator 
Southwest Border/Project Gunrunner 

From: Johnston, Deborah A. (ODAG) 
Sent; Tuesday, Febrwv 22, 2011117 
T M H H L V H H p e r A T F b6, 7C 
Subject: 1  

PROJECT GUNRUNNER 
2011-02 (HAG... 

Deborah A. Johnston 
Associate Deputy General 
950 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 2QS30 

HOGR ATF 000850 
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Southwest Border - Prelect Gunrunner 

> Project Gunrunner, implemented in 2006 as ATF *s southwest border strategy, works in 
conjunction with its domestic and international law enforcement partners to identity, 
disrupt and dismantle the firearms trafficking infrastructure of transnational criminal 
organizations operating in Mexico and along the border. 

> Through Project Gunrunner ATF has targeted and prosecuted firearms trafficking 
organizations in all parts of die United States, from Minnesota to Florida to all our border 
states, where ATF tracing data and intelligence has provided valuable leads in identifying 
individuals bent on providing guns to the cartels. 

> Today, there are over 4,600 open Project Gunrunner investigations throughout the United 
States looking into the firearm traffickers that facilitate such violence in Mexico. 

> Since its 2006 inception, ATF's Project Gunrunner investigations have seized in excess 
of 10,000 firearms and 1.1 million rounds of ammunition destined for Mexico. 

> In December 2009, ATF deployed Spanish eTrace, which allows our Mexican law 
enforcement partners and other Spanish-speaking nations to enter information about 
recovered crime guns into ATF's National Tracing Center. 

> eTrace allows law enforcement representatives to electronically submit firearm trace 
requests, to retrieve completed trace results, and to query firearm trace-related data in a 
real-time environment. 

> In respons eto the State Department funding of Integrated Ballistics Identification 
Systems (IBIS) machines' in Mexico, ATF has developed an international correlation 
server for bilateral sharing of forensic evidence recovered in relation to shootings on both 
sides of the border. In addition, ATF is developing a mobile IBIS capability that will 
allow us to capture more forensic firearms identification from US law enforcement 
agencies mat now do not have access to the NIB IN program. NIB IN continues to be an 
important tool in the identification and investigation of active shooters domestically and 
abroad. 

> Project Gunrunner proves that valuable investigative information is obtained when alt 
crime guns are traced. Numerous illegal purchasers have been identified and trafficking 
networks investigated and prosecuted based on leads generated by eTrace. 

> Since 2009, ATF has tripledits Project Gunrunner personnel in Mexico which has 
increased its capabilities for intelligence sharing arid scene response. As a result, the 
Government of Mexico is able to perfect additional cases and prosecute offenders. 

> As part of ATF's Project Gunrunner contributions within the Merida initiative, ATF 
continues to train Government of Mexico officials in firearms and explosives 
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identification, firearms tracing procedures, post blast investigations, crisis negotiations, 
and the training and use of explosive detection canines. 

> ATF has partnered with the Government of Mexico to create the Combined Explosives 
Investigation Team (CEIT). This team is a deployabie, bi-national unit composed of 
Mexican law enforcement officers, ATF Special Agents, and ATF Explosives 
Enforcement Officers. The team responds to, and investigates, the rapidly increasing 
number of incidents involving the use or recovery of improvised explosive devices 
(IED's) and Vehicle Borne Improvised Explosive Devices (VBIED's) in Mexico. 

> ATF has partnered with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the 
Government of Mexico to form the DC Anns Group. Based in Washington, DC, this 
group is a multi-agency effort to coordinate strategic efforts of the participating agencies. 

> Further Project Gunrunner statistics, FY 2006 - 2010 (only that information coded as 
Project Gunrunner, not ATF as a whole): 

o 2,451 defendants were recommended for prosecution. 

o 809 defendants were serving an average of 104 months in prison and an additional 260 
were under the supervision of the court for an average of 39 months 

o 300 additional defendants were convicted and are awaiting their sentence. 

o 1,573 defendants (64% of all Gunrunner defendants recommended for prosecution) faced 
charges related to firearms trafficking. 

o ATF conducted 11,745 firearms licensee comp liance inspections. 

o ATF Industry Operations Investigators (IOls) identified 92,871 firearms that FFLs could 
not locate in inventory or account for by sate or other disposition. By working with 
industry members, IOIs located either the firearms or records to confirm the disposition 
of76,436, or 82% of the missing firearms. 

o ATF*s IOIs reviewed over 1.75 million firearm transaction records to both val idatc their 
correct and accurate completion as well as glean investigative leads regarding patterns of 
purchases. 

Success Stories: 
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and 45 cartel gunmen. Thus far, 16 individuals have been charged with firearms 
trafficking related charges and 13 have been sentenced. 

> An ATF trace of a firearm recovered in Mexico revealed that the purchaser resided in 
Minnesota and had purchased in excess of 100 firearms. ATF also determined that this 
individual has numerous Mexico-U.S. border crossings near the dates of firearms 
purchases. ATF also determined that this individual has had nearly $70,000 (non-
declared on taxes) wired to bis bask account from Mexican sources. ATF established a 
Tide III intercept on the individual's cellular telephone. ATF then established a 1,400 
mile surveillance tracking the individual to Laredo, Texas where ATF asked CBP to stop 
the individual prior to crossing the border. Fourteen (14) firearms were recovered from 
the vehicle. The Minnesota resident that ran the operation in the United States was 
sentenced to 36 months imprisonment As of 01/25/11,18 individuals have been charged 
in this investigation. ATF cooperation with COM officials has led to several 
prosecutions in Mexico as well as evidence recovery. 

> In December 2009. ATF released eTrace 4.0. the bilingual version of the application 
allowing law enforcemerlt agencies to capitalize on the fa]l benefits of eTrace in English 
or Spanish. eTrace 4.0 was produced at the request of Spanish-sneaking countries and its 
concept was supported bv the U.S. Department of State, ft allows users to input and 
retrieve data in Spanish and, at the same time, the information is retrievable and 
searchable in English. It also allows international law enforcement agencies to capitalize 
on the full benefits of eTrace in Spanish or English and provides data conventions in 
accordance with international standards. 

> The NTC conducted Spanish eTrace training in Mexico. Guatemala. Costa Rica. 
Honduras. Panama. Guyana and El Salvador. The NTC has provided briefings to 
representatives of selected South American governments to further expand the use of the 
system in order to have the majority of countries in the western hemisphere participating, 
thereby substantially improving ATF's understanding of the illegal trafficking of firearms 
vdthintheei^regjpiy 

Q Long gnni. Including wmltutomatic t w u l l rttle«. p a r c h e d fa th« l lnl t td Statet are brine 
fflfliggfed to Mtxlcobv drag cartels and uied fa vtoli;nteriinta«l«tiWtv aton* the muthiwrt border. 
> |?5*** fa V S 1 0 7 , 2 G a m Recovtrtd to Mexico: Accoidfag to a recent Department of Justice. 

Office of the Inspector General (OlG\ report, the nwcentaye af crime guns recovered in Mwicn that 
Hfclongaws increased horn20%in2004 to 48%m20ft) 
•—OIG riM found that tare nm» tend to have shorter "Hiro-to-crimc" than handguns and Mexican 

cartels » « buyjng tfogeftttWh "Aft f" ?Pf )t?Pt«. 
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' OjG report iffcommeftded that ATF obtain multiple long gun, sales reports to identity trafficking 
pattella and Bnoroveipvea^iMt^1^-

> According to P I G and ATF. 90 nercmt of firearms recovered and traced ha drag cartel crimes 
fa Pfttfto ojftjnattd, (rem fte Vniftd gfartw. 
* Pryg gangs arp responsible frrgftJpQ deafly jn M <̂cy 

Per ATF b6. 7C 
February 2011 (Prepared byj 
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From: Hoover, William J. . . . . . 
"Sent: Thursday," December 16,20107:18 PM 
To: Smith, Brad (ODAG) (SMO); Michalic Mark (ODAG) (SMO) 
CC: Melson, Kenneth E. 
Subject: FW: Requested Documents 
Attachments: December Fast and Furious BP Supplemental December 16 2010-docx; December Fasi and 
Furious BP for SAC (2) (2).docx 

Brad and Mark, 

I apologize for the format of the first documents I forwarded. These should be better. 

Thank you, 

Billy 

William J . Hoover 
Deputy Director 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco. Firearms & Explosives 

7 , 
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REMARKS OF DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL DAVID W. OGDEN 
PROJECT GUNRUNNER PRESS CONFERENCE 

October 1,2009 

Good morning. I am happy to be here today with ATF Acting Director Melson 
and our partners in state and local law enforcement to highlight the real successes of 
Project Gunrunner and announce our plans to build upon those accomplishments. This 
administration and this Justice Department haw made protecting (he integrity of our 
Southwest Border a top priority. Thai means stenumng me tide of illegal drugs and 
illegal immigration across the border into the United States, and it means continuing our 
efforts here in Houston and along the border to stop the flow of illegal firearms from the 
United States to the drug cartels in Mexico. 

Since March, when we announced our Southwest Border Strategy, we have taken 
concrete steps to disrupt and dismantle these cartels. Just last month, in Brooklyn and 
Chicago, we announced major drug-traificking charges against 43 individuals including 
leaders, members, and associates from a number of these deadly drug cartels such as the 
Sinaloa Cartel, the Federation, the Juarez Cartel, and Los Gueros. As we know all too 
welt, the cartels* distribution networks in the United States help move these dangerous 
drugs from (he border to neighborhoods across this country. 

In addition to bringing these intelligence-driven, pjosecutor-led cases against 
cartel leaders and associates, the President's National Southwest Border Counlemarcotics 
Strategy includes millions in' Recovery Act funds to fight crime and drug trafficking, a 
new arms trafficking working group, and new forma] agreements with our partners at the 
Department of Homeland Security, law enforcement, and the government of Mexico to 
increase cooperation that is vitally needed as we carry out this fight on several fronts. 

Our colleagues in some areas of Mexico face unprecedented levels of violence, 
due in large part to their valiant efforts to confront these dangerous and powerful cartels 
and their success in doing so. As efforts to disrupt and dismantle these powerful cartels 
gain momentum, the cartels have struck back with violence and terror. But this is not a 
problem Mexico alone must face. The drugs flow north into our communities and 
contribute to violence here and harm public health and safety and we know weapons from 
the United States flow south and are used in these violent attacks. So we must stand with 
Mexico as ilrong partners. It Is the right thing to do and the only way to win this fight. 

And thanks to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, ATF is building an 
infrastructure to combat violent crime and illegal firearms trafficking along our 
Southwest Border as part of Project Gunrunner, a comprehensive strategy to combat 
firearms-related violence by the drug cartels. 

We intend to reduce the availability of guns to Mexican drug trafficking 
organizations. And we ore accomplishing this goal by targeting those who enable the 
violence: the illegal firearms traffickers. 

One component of Project Gunrunner is the Gun Runner Impact Teams or GRITS. 
These teams, working with federal, state, and local partners as well as the Mexican 
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authorities, follow leads generated from crime guns recovered in Mexico. They use a 
combination of inspections of Federal firearms licensees or "FFLs," and in vesligalions 
of both FFLs, and their customers, to target and disrupt gun trafficking groups and 
organizations who are supplying the drag cartels. 

Intelligence gathered by GRTTs since their inception In April 2008 revealed that 
the majority of crime guns recovered in Mexico traced back to Southern Texas. In 
response to that important information, we deployed 100 additional ATF personnel to its 
Houston Field Division to form additional Impact Teams bringing new focus on this key 
source area. The new GRTTs tracked every lead we had tying guns used in cartel 
violence to sources here in South Texas, and developed new ones. 

This campaign enabled ATF to pursue 700 backlogs ed leads and to develop and 
pursue 400 additional leads. The new GRITs also performed a surge of inspections of 
FFLs, here in South Texas. We learned that some gun dealers here were failing to 
conduct background checks, tailing to keep tabs on their Inventories, or failing to require 
the proper paperwork from their customers. These kinds of failures facilitate the illegal 
gun traffic to the cartels. Through inspections lawful gun dealers are incenttvized to take 
greater care and are educated on how to identify suspicious purchasers and potential 
traffickers - creating new key sources of intelligence. 

The GRTTs also opened 276 full-scale investigations - that is more investigations 
in one four month period than the Houston Field Division had opened in any of the three 
previous calendar years. The new investigations, many of which are ongoing, revealed 
and disrupted firearms trafficking rings tied to specific Mexican drug trafficking 
organizations, such as the Gulf Cartel and Los Zetas. During the surge, the GRITs 
learned that many of these rings operate by recruiting teams of straw purchasers who 
accumulate numerous firearms by buying them from multiple FFLs and gun shows. 
Then, traffickers smuggle the guns into Mexico. In many cases the GRITs have traced 
the guns used in criminal activity in Mexico to these firearm trafficking rings. 

In the course of these investigations, the GRITs seized almost 450 illegal firearms 
and our state and local partners here in South Texas seized approximately 170 more 
based on leads developed by the GRITs. The GRITs also took significant amounts of 
illegally possessed ammunition and drugs off the streets. 

The leads and investigations developed during this surge have disrupted firearms 
traffickers and will undoubtedly result in prosecutions. And their impact goes farther: 
they gathered invaluable intelligence regarding the sources of the cartels' illegal firearms, 
the methods used to traffic them, trafficking routes, smuggling methods, purchasing 
strategies, and recruiting strategies for straw purchasers. This intelligence will help 
solve future firearms crimes, detect Illegal firearms traffickers, and reduce the 
international movement of illegal guns. 

The surge has also sent a strong message to FFLs in this key region that they must 
he vigilant in keeping track of their inventory, performing background checks, keeping 
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accurate records, and paying careful attention to any suspicious behavior by their 
customers. 

The surge represented by this Houston GRIT initiative now concludes as these 
added personnel return to vital duties elsewhere in the country. I want to thank each of 
them for (he Attorney General, the Department, and this country for their hard word these 
last 120 days. They leave behind a better situation and leave us with a much clearer 
picture of the illegal firearms traf ficki ng acti v ity that we face. Armed w i th the 
intelligence that they have developed, the Houston Held Division is much better 
equipped to continue toward its goal of keeping U.S. firearms out of the hands of the 
Mexican drug cartels. 

Many of the personnel who return to other duties are being replaced by new 
personnel. Again, this is thanks to the Recovery Act which provided Project Gunrunner 
with $10 million to hire special agents, industry operations investigators and others to 
staff new offices to target the trafficker that places the gun into the hands of the violent 
criminal. 

The first 20 new special agents graduate from the ATF Training Academy on 
October 15th. 

. These agents - along with L7 other Recovery Act funded ATF employees - will 
play an important role in our efforts to stem the flow of illegal firearms to the drug 
trafficking organizations in Mexico. They are being added to ATFs resident core of 
agents and other personnel who continue the vital work of Project Gunrunner, as well as 
teams from FBI, DBA, ICE.CBP, and our State and local partners, who form our team 
along the border. 

The Department of Justice and its US. Attorneys are committed to working with 
that team, as well as our Mexican partner!!, to prosecute defendants charged with acts of 
violent crime, drug and human trafficking, the illegal smuggling of cash and financial 
instruments, and the trafficking of firearms. 

Together wc arc determined to make a difference in the safety of our Southwest 
Border and throughout our country. Thank you. 
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Twm;^^^^^^MPer A T F b6. 7C~ 
Sent: Friday, December 04.2009 2:08 PM 
To; Chait, Mark R.; Hoover, William J. 
Subject: FW: Weapons seizures in Mexico. 

FYI -1 have a call into Lanny Breuer's office and Pm looking at Wednesday, 12/16 at 11:30 a-m. I will keep 
everyone posted. Thank you. 

Fronts Meteor, Kenneth E. 
Sawfc Friday, 0ean*~ « ^ • 
T b i M M W M M P e r ATF b6, 7C | 
Subject: FW: Weaporissefe^ fa Medoo • , 

IPerATF b6, 7 0 ] 
Would you set up a meeting with Mr. Breuer. BiHy, MafTTwiaWIsTiSiFJgo too. Thanks. 

eta AH Per CRM b6 From: Boater, Lanny AI 
Ssjnfs firtday, December 04* < 
Tot MEJ9QR ( Kenneth EL 
Oct SUM, Bhvard N. (OQAG) (SHO); Hoover, Wlbm J.; Wefasteln, Jason; Rosen, Paul; Raman, Mythil; Faoel, Steven 
N B G E N T K C (WMUOIIS SWZUN*S B M6QCO 

Ken, 

We think this Is i terrific Idea and a treat way to approach the investigations of these seliures. Ow Sang Untt wffi be 
assigning an attorney to help you coordinate this effort. Please let us know who wltt be the POC at Alf on this, and we/ft 
have the Gang Unit fofcs reach out to mat person. I would love to see you to dsais t thb further aod other issues or 
common interest I hope you are weH. 

Lanny 

Ft on: MtlSOfl, Kenneth E. — A T r . e Sent* Thursday. Peamhar W. M l Lii> Ml | P E R A T F P5 
T * Breuer, Lenny A 
CaSMatl,gtfwartfN.(00AG)(SMO); Hoover, WfltemJ. 
Strfaejejct; Weapons secures in Mexico 

Lenny: We have decided to take • RtHa different apptoteh with regard to seizures of mukipte weapons In Mexico. 
Assuming the guns a n traced, instea d of working each trace almost Independently of the other t r a m from the seizure, i 
want to coordelate and monitor the work on ail of them collective^ as if the seizure was one case. Using the traces as 
Intelligence, and complBng the Information from each trace investigation, we can connect the purchases, identify the 
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From: Goldberg. Stuart (ODAG) | 
Sent: Wednesday. March 09.2011 11:04 PM 
To: Melson. Kenneth E. 
Subject: Re: Firearms Trafficking 

Got it. Thinks. 

From: Melson, Kenneth E £ATF) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 09,201108:31 PM 
To: Goldberg, Stuart (ODAG); Monaco, Usa (ODAG) 
Subject: FW: Firearms Trafficking 

Just for info, USATX ser>t out this email to 3D his SACs, <;nd our SAC sent it to the SWB ATF SACs. As i said, we learned of 
thB before the DAG's call by way of thiiarrî il. Ken. 

From: Hoover, William J. 
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 20118:18 PM 
To: Melson, Kenneth £. 
Subject: FW: Firearms Trafficking 

As i n f o r m a t i o n ! 

Billy 

WiJIiam J. Hoover 
Deputy Director 

jreau of Alcoh Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives 
b6 

** * * NOTICE: This electronic transmission is confidential and attended only for the personls) to whom it is 
addressed. If you h3ve received ihis transmission in error, please notify the sender by return e-mail and destroy this 
message :r> its entirety (including all attachments). 

From: Webb, J . Dewey 
Sent: Wednesday, March 09,2011 8:01 PM 
To; Chait, Mark R.; McMahon, William G.; Hoover, William J. 
Cc: Champion, Robert R.; Newell, William D.; Torres, John A., 
Subject: Fw; Firearms Trafficking 

|PerATFb6&b7C 

FVi, 

THE US ATTORNEY IN THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT SENT OUT THE BELOW MESSAGE AFTER A DOJ 
CONFERENCE CALL TODAY, PLEASE SEE MY BELOW RESPONSE TO HIM AND ALL THE AGENCY HEADS ON 
HIS EMAIL STFiJNG. 

I HAVE CCD THE OTHER SWS SACS. IN CASE THEIR USA'S ARE SENDING OUT SIMILAR MESSAGES. 

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attached files are intended solely for the use of the addressee(s) named above in 
connection with official business. This communication may contain Sensitive But Unclassified information that may be 
statutorily or otherwise prohibited from being released without appropriate approval. Any review, use. Of dissemination of 
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trtis 8-rnail message and any attached filefsj in any form outside of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & 
Explosives or the Department of JusMce without express authorization is strictly prohibited. 

b e ] ' £ S a e n 4 H | | j l B | ; 'Rodney .Dark' 
Sent: Wed Mar 09 19:57:46 2011 
Subject: Re: Frearms Trafficking 

From: Webb, J. Dewey 
To: Moreno, Angel (USATXS); 'Robert.] W; TEHinojos 

; 'JERRY. ROBE 
; Powers, Richard C. (FBI); 
Nelson, Cory B. (FBI) 

ANGEL, 

AS FAR AS I KNOW. WE HAVE NEVER LET ANY FIREARMS WALK TO MEXICO IN THIS DIVISION. AND WHILE WE 
HAVE DISCUSSED CONTROLED DELIVERIES TO MEXICO IN OUR JOINT CASES WITH ICE, WE HAVE NEVER 
MADE CONTROLED DELIVERIES OF FIREARMS TO MEXICO-

OUR POLICY HAS ALWAYS BEEN. WE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO STOP ALL FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION THAT 
WE ENCOUNTER IN OUR INVESTIGATIONS. 

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attached files are intended solely fot the use of the addressee{s) named above in 
connection with official business. This communication may contain Sensitive But Unclassified information that may be 
statutorily or otherwise prohibited from being released without appropriate approval. Any review, use, or dissemination of 
this e-mail message and any attached file(s) in any form outside of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & 
Explosives or the Department of Justice without express authorization is strictly prohibited. 

From: Moreno, Angei (USATXS) 
To: Rutt, Robert P ; Hinojosa/njorras E (DEA-US); Powers, Richard C. (FBI); Webb, 3. Dewey; Saenz, Bi2abeth 
(USMS); Rodrey.CiarklHHI; Robinette, Jerry; Nelson, Cory B. (FBI) 
Sent: Wed Mar 09 19:08:36 20ll[b6~j 
Subject: Firearms Trafficking L—•' 

Lady and Gents, 

I just got offa telephone conference call with Deputy Attorney General James Cole and theo therSWB U. S. 
Attorneys. DAG Cole asked us to relay to all of our agency heads the Department's position on firearms 
trafficking. He pointed out that he thinks we have al! been doing a wonderful job and that this is a high 
priority for the United States. He said that there have been many issues raised recently in the press and in 
Congress about gun trafficking, and he wanted t o make sure there was no confusion about DOJ's position. 
This is not a new stance, but he wanted to eliminate any doubts. 

If there are going to be any operations, including undercover investigations, these WILL NOT include the 
firearms crossing the border into Mexico. In addition, he asked that if we became aware of any firearms going 
into Mexico from other operations, that we STOP them. No guns should cross into Mexico as part of one of 
our operations. He thanks you for your support and hard work. 

If you have any question, please let me know. Thanks, 

Jose Angel Moreno 

United States Attorney 

THANKS, 
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Southern District of Texas 
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Per ATF b6&b7C From: Newell, William D. 
Sent: Tuesday. October 27,200912:00 PM 
To: GitleR, George T. jr.; HHHBNH Needles. James R 
Subject: fW:SoutriwestBord«f Slrat«gy Group Meeting 
Attachments: cartel. strategy2.wpd 

Importance: High 

Pfease read and we will discuss. I have a conference call with HQ on this. 
Bill Newell 
Bureau of ATF 
Special Agent in Charge 
Phoenix Field Division 
Office! 

J P e r ATF bS & b7C L 

From: i 
Sank Tuesday, October 27,2009 8:22 AM 
Tes Torres; John A; Webb, 3. Dewey; Newel!, Wilfiam D.; Goison Sr., Michael A; Champion, Robert R. 
Subject: FW: Southwest Border Strategy Group Meeting 
Importance: High 

FYI. Not sure anyone forwarded this document to you. it it the Department's new strategy for combating Mexican drug 
cartels. A component of the strategy is the reduction at the flow of firearms from the U.S. to Mexico. You may want to 
take a look prior to our conference call, it is my belief that our enforcement strategies should be aligned with this DOJ 
strategy. 

Thanks, 

Per ATF t)6 & b7C 

gPerATF b6&b7C From:| 
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2009 1:50 PM 

HarkR^-MeHahon. WilliamG-; I 
PerATFc6&b7C 1 Per ATF b6 & b7C 

:r ATF b6 & b7CJ LaaaaaaVHaiaaVI ^ > n l ' L a r r y w ^ Godctord, Valerie J. 
I Stucto, Audrey M.; McDermoad, James £.; 

I CC Miehalte, Vivian B.; Hoover, William ). 
Subject: FW: Southwest Border Strategy Group Meeting 

As discussed at staff. Ptease find attached the proposed OOJ Cartel Strategy, which will be run by the OAG's Southwest 
Border Strategy Group. Please Jet me know )f you have any comments or questions. 

|@usdo).gov] On Sehatfj t w . (ODAG) from: Brinkley, Winnie [maiHo^^^^ 
Sent: Friday, October 23, 2009 6:03 PM [Per ATF b6 & b7C [ 
TO.' Ruemmler, Kattiryn (ODAG); Drfery, Stuart F. (ODAG); Siskel, Sdward ti. (ODAG); Osuna, Juan (OV); Torrei, Raul; 
Breuer, Lsnny A. (CRM); Raman, Mythili (CRM); Melson, Kenneth £.; • • • • • Hoover, William ).; Leonhart, 
Michele M. (DEA-US); Mueller, Robert S. Ill (FBI); Harrington, T. J. (FBI); Perkins, Kevin L (FBI); Carlln, John (FBI); 
Clark, John (USMS) DIR; fahey7 Sean (uSMS); lappln. Barley G. (BOP); Da Bus, William (BOP); Dodrtl, D. Scott (BOP); 
Jarrett, MarsraJ {USAE0); Derden, Terry (USAEO); Nash. Stuart (ODAG); Burke, Oennts (USAAZ); Hewitt, Karen 
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(USACAS); Fouratt, Greg (USANM); Johnson, Tim (USATXS] 7; Murphy, John E. (USATXW); Jones, Todd (USMS) 
CC: Blanco, Kenneth (CRM); Weinstein, Jason (CRM); Swartz, Bruce (CRM) 
SUBJECT; RE: Southwest Border Strategy Group Meeting 

On behalf of DAG Ogden. 
Earlier today you received notice from Ed Slskel of the inaugural meeting of Ihe Southwest Border Strategy Group next 
Monday- Ons of the items that wB! be on the agenda for that meeting is discussion, and, if possible, adoption, of the 
Department's Strategy for Combating the Mexican Cartels. I am attaching hereto a draft copy of the strategy. It reflects a 
great deal of discussion with, and contributions from, many of your components over the past several months. The DAG 
asks that you come prepared with any specific suggestions or recommendations you may have related to this document. 

And here is the document to attach: 
«cartel.slrategy2 w p d » 

Wfnnl* BrinUmf 

HORN Brinthfc WW* OB MU»OF OgArvOprt W.(OGAG) p e r ATC HFI & 7C 
SENT; Ttmrrtti, OfOtw U , 2009 6:32 PM I ' ~ 
T « KUWNMUR, K#try\ (QOAG); Ptterv, Start f. MMfi); Stand, fiMard H. (0DAC3: D w , J u « (CM; Torre, Rail; BWmr, A, (OW): SJnan, 
HytMS (CAM); H i m , Kmncth t ytlF); • • • • • • • Howir, WMm J. (ATT); Iwrturt, rtchtk H. (OEA-U5); Hudkr, ftotnt S. Ill (fflt); 
Harrington, T. 1 (FIFC tfrtdr* KcWi L (ntl); CMkt, John (HO); Cttrt. WIN (USMS) MB; HH«y, 5E» (US 1*); up)*!, mrity G. (90»>); Daks, VB««m (SOP); 
Oodrtt. O, Sow (10^ Jtena; MmMtt (uSAEQ); Gotten, T«rr (OSAKr* H*ti. stu*t (CoAG); BUIM, txnrtt {USAAZ); Ht»»T ir»r«N (USACAS); Fourwt Greg 
(USANM); M m * , tint (USATXS) 7; Hwphy, Mm E. (USKKW); tonm, TodlS (USMS) 

CC TONES, Kerne* (CUM); WetoAgn, ) K K (CUM): SwMO. taxx (CRM) 
SEUTTWOC Boniir Stnbigy &wp STATING 

«t»r, Ottotar Z6,200111JO AH-LFC» PH (GMT-afcM) EATON TIME («S k Crab) . 
WftanK H»t> RfK SWo,, Room 4111 

C » / / /IT teliphon* I 
Brimflng mafritli In Nndf ~ T*b 93. 

land Pass Coda #; 

Attendees: Kathryn Ruammler, Stuart Delery, Ed Slskei. Juan Osuna. Raul Torrez, AAG Lanny Sreuer/CRM, Mythill 
Raman/CRM 

Per ATF b6 & 7C 
, William Hoover Ken Melson, Director, ATF,] 

Michelle Leonhart, Administrator, DEA 
Robert Mueller, Director, FBI, T.J. Harrington, Kevin Perkins. John Carlin 
John Clark, Director, USMS, Sean Fancy 
Harley Lappin. Director, BOP. William Daltus, Scott Dodrilt attending on behalf of Mr. Lappin 
Marshall Jarrett, Director, EOUSA, Terry Derden 
Stuart Nash, Director, OCDETF 
Dennis Burke.U.S. Attorney, District of Arizona by telephone 
Karen Hewitt, U.S. Attorney, Southern District of California 
Greg Fouratt U.S. Attorney. District of New Mexico 
Tim Johnson, U.S. Attorney. Southern District of Texas by telephone 
John Murphy. U.S. Attorney. Western District of Texas 
Todd Jones. Chair. Attorney General's Advisory Committee ("AGAC") 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE STRATEGY fOR COMBATING THE MEXICAN 

It is a priority of the Department of Justice to stem the growing violence and 
associated criminal activity perpetrated by the Mexican drug cartels, along the Southwest 
Boeder and throughout the nation. In order to maximize die efficacy of its limited 
resources, which are spread through numerous components of the Department, it is 
necessary that the Department deploy those resources pursuant to a single, coherent 
strategic plan. 

An essential aspect of the DOJ plan must be ensuring a productive partnership 
with the government of Mexico, as well as with our state and local law enforcement 
counterparts. Equally important, we most avoid wasteful overlap and duplication with 
the activities of our other federal partners, particularly the taw enforcement agencies at 
the Department of Homeland Security. 

The following document sets forth the policy considerations that will guide the 
Department in this process. 

IteJStcattgy 

The Department will implement its Strategy for Combating the Mexican Cartels 
under the supervision of the newly-created Southwest Border Strategy Group. 

Operationally, the strategy will be executed through the proven mechanism of 
prosecutor-led. multi-agency task forces, using the Organized Crime Drug Enforcement 
Task Forces (OCDETF) Program as the primary coordinating platform. The Strategy's 
key objectives are to: 

* Increase the safety and security of U.S. citizens throughout the United States by 
enforcing violations of federal law along the Southwest Border. 

* Reduce the flow of narcotics and other contraband entering the United States. 

* Reduce the flow of illegal weapons, ammunition, explosives, and currency exiting 
the United States and entering Mexico. 

* Strengthen Mexico's operational capacities and enhance its law enforcement 
institutions. 

» Increase bilateral cooperation between Mexico and the United States on fugitive 
capture and extradition activities. 

* Increase intelligence and information sharing to achieve focused targeting of the 
most significant aiminat organizations. 
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Improve case building through interagency coordination, leveraging the expertise 
and authority of each investigative and prosecutorial agency. 

* Maximize the effectiveness o f prosecution by locating, arresting, extraditing, and 
frying all levels, including most importantly the leadership, of these criminal 
organizations, and disrupting and dismantling the organizations* domestic 
transportation and distribution cells. 

ntvfa8t>B o f ReipflMtbiHtiei with DHS 

Addressing the Southwest Border threat has two basic elements: policing the 
actual border to interdict and deter the illegal crossing of undocumented persons or 
contraband goods, and confronting the large criminal organizations operating 
simultaneously on both sides of the border. 

Given its statutory mission and the resources it can bring ID bear at the border, 
DHS clearly bears primary responsibility for the policing function. DOJ fully supports 
DHS in that endeavor by sharing relevant Intel! igence and by prosecuting the most 
egregious offenders DHS arrests in the course of its policing function. The Department 
of Justice prosecutes tens of thousands of these reactive law enforcement cases in federal 
court every year. 

However, the root cause of the explosi on of violence along the Southwest Border 
is the conflicts within and among a limited number of sophisticated, transnational 
criminal organizations. These hierarchical, Mexico-based cartels are responsible for 
smuggling into the United States most of our nation's illegal drug supply. While die 
cartels' primary business is drug trafficking they also sponsor a panoply of other crimes 
that support their illegal operations. These other include extortion, torture, 
murder, corruption of public officials, sheltering of wanted fugitives, kidnapping and 
human smuggling, laundering of illicit criminal proceeds through (he existing financial 
system and through bulk cash smuggling, and the illegal acquisition, trafficking, and use 
of firearms and explosives. 

It is in taking down these organized, multi-faceted criminal enterprises that DOJ 
plays the primary role and brings to bear i s special expertise. DOJ's success in this 
endeavor assists, in turn, DHS in the performance of its policing and enforcement 
function, by disrupting the operations of the cartels, thereby decreasing the pressure on 
the border. For its part. DHS, and in particular ICE. provides invaluable assistance to the 
attack on these criminal organizations, by bringing to bear its unique expertise on cross-
border transit of contraband. 

Border policing and interdiction, and the resulting prosecutions, are key elements 
of the U.S. government's overall border security strategy. However, the investigation, 
apprehension, extradition, and prosecution of key cartel leaders and their associates, and 
the deprivation through forfeiture of their ill-gotten gains, is the most effective means by 
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which we can move past merely addressing the symptoms ofour problems along the 
Southwest Border and attack, instead, the underlying causes. 

Deployment of Resources 

The Department's view - based on its decades of experience in investigating, 
prosecuting, and dismantling organized criminal groups, such as the Mafia, international 
terrorist groups, and domestic and transnational gangs - is that the best way to fight large 
scale criminal organizations is through intelligence-based, prosecutor-led, multi-agency 
task forces that blend the strengths, resources, and expertise of the complete spectrum of 
federal, state, local, and international investigative and prosecutorial agencies. Through 
their participation in such task forces, the Department's prosecutors, together with its 
component law enforcement agencies - DEA, ATF, FBI, and USMS - give the 
Department the capacity to carry out the full range of activities necessary to succeed 
against these organizations. 

The Department has embraced a model to achieve these comprehensive goals that 
is proactive, in which we develop priority targets through the extensive use of 
intelligence. This intelligence is obtained from law enforcement sources, as well as 
through the careful and disciplined use of classified information from intelligence 
community agencies to provide unclassified leads- Sharing information, we build cases, 
coordinating long-term, extensive investigations to identify all the tentacles of a 
particular organization. Through sustained coordination of these operations, we are able 
to execute a coordinated enforcement action, arresting as many high-level members of 
the organization as possible, disrupting and dismantling the domestic transportation and 
distribution cells of the organization, and seizing as many of the organization's assets as 
possible, whether those assets be in the form of bank accounts, real property, cash, drugs, 
or weapons. Finally, we prosecute the leaders of the cartels and their principal 
facilitators, locating, arresting, and extraditing them from abroad as necessary. In this 
effort, we coordinate closely with our Mexican counterparts to achieve the goal: 
destruction or weakening of the drug cartels to the point that they no longer pose a viable 
threat to U.S. interests and can be dealt with by Mexican law enforcement in conjunction 
with a strengthened judicial system and an improved legal framework for fighting 
organized crime. 

The principal platform for the support and oversight of these prosecutor-led, 
multi-agency task forces is the OCDETF Program. In most places, along the border and 
throughout the country, OCDETF provides an effective mechanism for law enforcement 
agencies from within DOJ, from elsewhere in the federal government {including DHS 
and Treasury), and state and local law enforcement, to combine with federal prosecutors 
to form a "virtual task force" for the purpose of investigating and prosecuting a particular 
high-value drug trafficking organization. In certain key locales. OCDETF has 
established actual, brick-and-mortar Co-Located Strike Forces, for the pursuit of the 
highest level traffickers of drugs, guns, and money, For instance, the San Diego Major 
Mexican Traffickers Task Force has been responsible for coordinating the U.S. 
government's successful efforts against the Arellano-Felix Organization, The Houston 
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OCDETF Strike Force has directed our most damaging blows against the Gulf Cartel. 
And in the first several months of its existence, the Arizona OCDETF Strike Force has 
been responsible for the indictment of a leader and other members of a major Mexican 
cartel and the seizure of over $43 million in cartel assets. 

The Department will use the OCDETF Strike Force concept to target all the 
organized crime activities of the drug cartels - not just those crimes directly related to the 
drug trade. By further leveraging and coordinating the investigative expertise and 
jurisdiction of law enforcement agencies outside the drug enforcement area, the 
Department will task the Strike Forces to disrupt and dismantle every area of the cartels* 
infrastructure and undermine their ability to operate successfully in any illegal activity. 

On a local level, each Strike Force co-locates taw enforcement resources that are 
supplemented by one or more on-site Assistant United States Attorneys. Retaining the 
current Strike Force structure, specifically the co-location and intensive and early 
prosecutorial involvement, ensures that the Department capitalizes upon the proven 
synergy of these Strike Forces to maximize the effectiveness of long-term investigations 
of these organizations. 

[n those locations where they currently exist, DOJ wilt make the OCDETF Co-
Located Strike Forces the focal point for interagency efforts against the Mexican criminal 
organizations.' Elsewhere along the border, and throughout the nation, DOJ will seek to 
replicate, to the extent possible, the OCDETF Strike Force model, in particular the 
characteristics of interagency cooperation, information sharing, and strategic, 
intelligence-based targeting that have been embodied in these Strike Forces. Depending 
on local conditions, existing institutions, sucb as HIDTA task forces. Southwest Border 
Initiative Groups, VIC IT teams, or Safe Streets Task forces may serve as the appropriate 
focal point for this interagency cooperation in locations that do not have OCDETF Strike 
Forces. 

The OCDETF Strike Force is a proven law enforcement strategy with a proven 
history of success in combating the major drug trafficking organizations. The synergy 
created by co-locating the diverse expertise of federal, state, and local law enforcement 
agencies with prosecutors from the U.S. Attorney's Office, has had demonstrable success 
against major criminal organizations operating throughout the country. 

Supplementing the regional operations of the Strike Forces with a comprehensive 
national policy and coordination body run out of the Office of the Deputy Attorney 
General, will give the Department a unified and comprehensive vehicle through which 
the United States government can disrupt the influence of the cartels. This unified and 
coordinated approach to law enforcement is not only the best way to use the formidable 
resources of the United States government, but also the most effective way to decrease 
the influence of these violent criminal enterprises while enhancing the public safety. 

' OCDETF Cp-Locaied Strike Forces we cuircntty Iccaied in San Diego. Phoenix. Ei Pvto. Houston (with 
uiellttcs in Laredo and McAllen), Tampa. San Juan. Atlanta. New Yur i , and Boston. 
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While the prosecutor-led, intelligence-driven, multi-agency task force model is a 
key component of the Department's Southwest Border Strategy, it will not be the only 
component. We must also recognize and support the important daily work performed by 
our investigators and prosecutors in stopping and seizing the flow of massive amounts of 
narcotics, firearms, and bulk cash from flowing across the border in both directions. 
These more reactive narcotics cases are important to the overall cartel strategy, because 
in me process we are seizing millions of pounds of drugs, thousands of firearms, and 
millions of dollars, in bulk cash as they enter and exit the country. In addition, these 
commodity-focused cases yield significant intelligence that is then fed into the Special 
Operations Division (SOD), the OCDETF Fusion Center (OFC), and the El Paso 
Intelligence Center (EP [Q for use in supporting more proactive, intelligence-driven 
investigations that are designed to attack all of the cartels' diverse lines of illegal 
business. Therefore, the Department's Strategy for Combating the Mexican Cartels must 
include an assessment of the resource needs of all our components, and a plan for how 
they intend to achieve the stated goals of the Strategy in light of the specific cartel 
activity impacting their jurisdictions. 

In te l l igen t 

Law enforcement agencies must have the ahi tity to access, link, and interpret 
voluminous intelligence information from as wide a community as possible. We use mis 
shared infbrmation to identify and target the most significant organizations, so that we 
can achieve the greatest impact with our finite resources. We also use shared information 
to develop coordinated, mulri-jurisdictiortal investigations of those high-impact targets, 
making sure that investigations are mutually reinforcing, without duplicating or 
jeopardizing other investigations targeting overlapping organizations. 

Several multi-agency endeavors are particularly important to the provision of 
tactical intelligence and operational support in targeting the largest and most dangerous 
Mexican cartels. 

The Attorney-General's Consolidated Priority Organization Target fCPOTl List 

The CPOT list of international "Most Wanted" drug kingpins will be used to help 
focus our critical resources on the greatest threats from the Mexican cartels. Of the 59 
worldwide cartels currently on the list, 25 of them are Mexico-based. 

The El Paso Intelligence Center t EPIC) 

EPIC is a DEA-led multi-agency organization that provides case-specific tactical 
intelligence, focusing specifically on the Southwesi Border. The ATF Firearms 
Intelligence Analysis Team is a specialized component of EPIC that serves as a central 
point of analysis and repository for all Southwest Border firearms-related intelligence. 
FBI recently created the Southwest Intelligence Group (SWIG), a clearinghouse of all 
FBI activities involving Mexico, and it is in the process of moving that clearinghouse to 
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EPIC. EPIC houses the National Seizure System, which collects .and maintains data on 
seizures of drugs, guns, and money by law enforcement agencies throughout the nation. 

The Specta) Operations Division (SOD) 

SOD is a DEA'led multi-agency coordination center that targets the 
communication devices the criminal organizations' leaders use to communicate with 
each other. SOD actively supports muln-jurisdictional, multi-national, and mulri-agency 
electronic surveillance investigations, coordinating overlapping investigations and 
ensuring that tactical and operational intelligence is shared between law enforcement 
agencies. 

The OCDETF Fusion Center f OFO 

The OFC is a comprehensive, multi-agency data center containing drug and 
related financial data from DEA, ATF, FBI, ICE. CBP, IRS. USMS, EPIC, USMS, the 
U.S. Coast Guard, the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network, die State Department's 
Bureau of Consular Affairs, and other Icey agencies. It conducts cross-agency and cross-
jurisdictional integration and analyses to create comprehensive pictures of targeted 
organizations and to pass usable leads through SOD to participants in the field. 

CURRENT AREA* AF F O C M 

Pursuant to file principles articulated above, DOJ is pursuing initiatives in the 
following areas: 

1. Ramping UP Establishment and Use of Vetted Units in Mexico 

An important aspect of case building in Mexico involves U.S. cooperation with 
specially vetted Mexican taw enforcement units. DOJ law enforcement agents work in 
an advisory capacity to develop elite vetted units of Mexican federal police officers, 
training them to conduct law enforcement operations that lead to the discovery and 
seizure of drugs, guns, explosives, money, and documentary evidence to support bilateral 
investigations and prosecutions. The Mexican units also arrest active members of the 
cartels, who may eventually become cither cooperating witnesses, defendants, or both. 
These units are essentia] to our operations. In order to properly leverage and support 
these crucial operations, the Department must expand their number, to include more drug 
trafficking units, a firearms trafficking unit a money-laundering/financial unit, and a 
fugitive apprehension unit. 

2. Continued Focus <?n ATTIRING Cartel Finances 

A particular point of emphasis in recent years has been the dismantlement of the 
financial infrastructure of the drug trafficking organizations. These efforts have been 
hampered by the fact that financial cases are complex and time-consuming, and the poo) 
of experienced financial investigators is finite. Since the curtailment of IRS involvement 

6 

HOGR ATF-001456 



in drug mveshgarkms in 2005, ATF, DBA, FBI, and USMS have hired additional 
financial investigators and forfet tore specialists. OCDETF has established the Financial 
investigative Contractor (F1C) Program to bring additional experienced financial 
investigators to bear cm the largest cartels, and has buttressed the analytical snd 
document exploitation capabilities of its Co-Located Strike Forces in San Diego, 
Phoenix, El Paso, Houston, and Atlanta. DEA has implemented Financial Investigation 
Teams (FiTs) in its field divisions to target the financial assets of drug traffickers. 
Analysts and attorneys in the U.S. Attorney's Offices and in me Department's Asset 
Forfeiture and Money Laundering Section have also stepped up their effort* to »ssist In 
addition. Southwest Region federal agencies are working with state and local law 
enforcement agencies on an OCDETF bulk currency initiative that targets the highest 
levd drug cartels and their transportation routes in the Southwest. These efforts must be 
supported and expanded. 

3. a-itykina ft*. Southbound Flow of Firearms 

Addressing the flow of weapons into Mexico from Use United Sutei is also a 
primary focus of our efTorts. ATF's intelligence has shown mat the prevalence of 
firearm* and explosives Trafficking into Mexico has a direct nexus to the cartels* national 
domestic drug distribution network. Thus, given the narkmal scope of this issue, merely 
seizins firearm* through interaction will not stop firearms trafficking to Mexico. We 
must identify, investigate, and eliminate the sources of illegally trafficked firearms and 
the networks that transport them. Sine* 2006, Project Gunrunner has been ATFs 
cwnprehensive strategy to combat firearms-related violence perpetrated by the drug 
cartels along tbe Southwest Border. !i>creasingry dose collaboration between ATF and 
the effects of the mnlti agjutcy drag task throes along the border, irchiding, moat 
pertjcularty, the OCDETF oo-located Strike Forces, ensures that scarce ATF resources 
arc directed st'fhe most important targf&s-

4. Increased Focw« on Lrtdatmf pad Apprrfu-n̂ f Fygiriwrl 
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Department maintain its commitment to support and expand these intematkma! fugitive 
apprehension efforts. 

5. Expanded Lfoofme Extradition PTOCCM 
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S U B J E C T : 
L O C A T I O N : 

U P D A T E D : SOUTHWEST BORDER STRATEGY GROUP MEETING 
MAIN RFK B L D G . , ROOM 4 1 : 1 

S T A R T : 1 / 1 9 / 2 0 1 0 1 1 : 3 0 AM 
F.ND: ,1 / 1 9 /? .CH • 1 5 : 3 0 PM 
SHOW TIME A S : T E N T A T I V E 

R E C U R R E N C E : F NONE) 

MEETING S T A T U S : NOT YET R E S P O N D E D 

R E Q U I R E D A T T E N D E E S : G R I N D L E R , GARY ( O D A G ) ; D E L E R Y , STUART F . 
( O D A G ) ; S I S K E L , EDWARD N . ( O D A G ) ; T O R R E Z , R A U L ; V O G E L , M I R I A M ( O D A G ) ; 

O S U N A , J U A N ( C I V ) ; B R E U E R , LARMY A . ( C R M ) ; RAMAN, M Y T H I L I ( C R M ) ; BLANCO, 
KENNETH ( C R M ) ; W C I R . S T E I N , J A S O N ( C R M ) ; SWARTZ, BRUCE ( C R M ) ; R O S E N , PAUL 
( C R M ) ; B I E S , J O H N ; GARLAND, J A M E S ; M E L S O N , KENNETH £ . ; LEONHART, K I C H E L E 

M. ( D E A - U S ) ; C L A R K , JOHN ( U S M S ) D I R ; L A P P I N , HARLEY G . ( B O ? ) ; J A R R E T T , 
MARSHALL ( U S A E Q ) ; X A S H , STUART ( O D A G ) ; B U R K E , D E N N I S ( U S A A Z ) ; H E W I T T , 
KARER. ( U S A C A S ) ; F O U R A T T , GREG ( U S A N M ) ; JOHNSON  
JOHN E . T U S A T X W ) : J O N E S . B TODD (USAMN 

Per DHS — ^ ^ M P e r USMS b6 & b7C 
b6 & b 7 C ^ 

P H Y ,  
Per DHS b6 & b7C "| 

Per USMS 
b6&b7C 

R E S O U R C E S : 

Per FBI p H H ^ B H m H M H ^ i l T f l ; • H M M ^ H i CLAYTON, MARIA 
b6&b7C TSAOVALUCK ( U S A E Q ) ; K I S T N E R , TIMOTHY H ; P E R K I N S , K E V I N L . ( F B I ) |Per USMS b6 & b7 

B E R S I N , ALAN (DHSTp e r DHSb6& b7C 
M A I N RFK B I D G . , ROOM 4 1 1 1 

WHEN: T U E S D A Y , JANUARY 1 9 , 2 0 1 0 1 1 : 3 0 A M - 1 2 : 3 0 PM ( G M T - 0 5 : 0 Q ) E A S T E R N 
TIME ( U S & C A N A D A ) . 
WHERE: MAIN RFK B L D G . , ROOM 4 1 1 1 . 

N O T E : THE GMT O F F S E T ABOVE DOES NOT R E F L E C T D A Y L I G H T S A V I N G TIME 
A D J U S T M E N T S . 

| b 6 ~ 

N O T E : TELEPHONE CONFERENCE C A L L - I N NUMBER P A S S CODE 

« A G E N D A SWB S T R A T E G Y GROUP MTG 1 - 1 9 - 1 0 . D O C > > 
ODAG A T T E N D E E S ; GARY G R I N D L E R , STUART DELERY, EDWARD S I S J C E L , RAUL TORREZ 
A T T E N D E E S ; J U A N O S U N A / C I V I L , AAG B R E U E R / C R M , M Y T H I L I RAMAN/CRM, KEN 
B I A N C O / C R M , J A S O N W E I N S T E I N / C R M , BRUCE SWARTZ/CRM, PAUL R O S E N / C R M , JOHN 
B I E S / O A G , J A M E S GARLAND/OAG 

KEN MELSON, D I R E C T O R , ATF 
M I C H E L L E LEONHART, A D M I N I S T R A T O R , DEA 
ROBERT MUELLER, D I R E C T O R , F B I 
JOHN C L A R * , D I R E C T O R , USMS 
HARLEY L A P P I N , D I R E C T O R , BOP 
MARSHALL J A R R E T T , D I R E C T O R , EOUSA 
STUART N A S H , D I R E C T O R , O C D E T F 
D E N N I S B U R K E , U . S . A T T O R N E Y , D I S T R I C T OF A R I Z O N A 

A T T O R N E Y , SOUTHERN D I S T R I C T OF C A L I F O R N I A 
ATTORNEY, D I S T R I C T YL NEW MEXICO 

ATTORNEY, SOUTHERN D I S T R I C T OF TEXAS 
ATTORNEY, WESTERN D I S T R I C T OF TEXAS 

ATTORNEY G E N E R A L ' S A D V I S O R Y COIRMI TTEE 

KAREN H E W I T T , U . S . 
GREG F O U R A T T , U . S . 
TIM J O H N S O N , U . S . 
JOHN MURPHY, U . S . 
TODD J O N E S , C H A I R , 
ALONAO <N.L<=:SDITIY FO£ JOHN MO* 
ALAN B E R S I N , A S S I S T A N T S E C R E T A R Y , 

LU-.I, I C E / DHS 
I N T E R A F F A I R S / D H S 
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* A L F O N S O A G U I I A R , A C T I N G D E P U T Y C O M M I S S I O N E R 
* M I K E F I S H E R , B O R D E R P E T R O L C H I E F / D H S 
* T H O M A S W I R . K O W S K I , A S S I S T A N T C O M M I S S I O N E R F O R F I E L D O P E R A T I O N S 
( C U S T O M S ) 
* M I C H A E L K O S L E 1 v.ik, A S S I S T A N T COMRAI S S I O N E R F O - A I R A N D M A R I N E / 
D H S 
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from: 
Sent: 
T« 
Subject: 

N*M«.WHHIO. 
Thursday, March to, 2011 R18 PM 
Needes, Janet ft: Gtttt, George T. Jr. 
Fur. Fofcw Up From Confer*** Ctt 

Thn * what D*mft e-mail to hh) ptop* referred (a. TW« « now DO J policy. 

TsHTfTCE'TW •4nal romao* and *ny »tUcr*d MM ewlwnded witty tor frame of the KMMMMW ramtd itow in 
arntcBm wdh official amlnesi. The) ewwmwnie»B«n irny contain SxwlBw But uncnwsfflon' Intomurtton th*( m*y t » 
•i^uMrfir or etwnM pnMilttd from b 
lha) t-m*J m*u*o* *m tny »tt»cr»<i (!•(•) in any term ourto* of (r» Bumu cT AtoM, Tobacco. Fkoarrm t 
Expkntrtf or the Department of iittjce without axpmM suftorizationltitrk^prsrMlee'. 

Prom: ftrtt, Dew* (USAAZ) 
To: Newd, W*»m D. 
Cc CunnJnghwn, Patrick (uSAAZ) 
••at: Thu Mar 10 07:2fc05Mil 
Sajajact: ft*: fblo* Up Frant Conference CM) 
CM thk came to you through your HeadQUtricn? 

>wunot«Uht£ll l-

•ram: Co*, lane* fjSMO) 
Mnb Wednesday, Much 09, 3011 M;21 PM 
T * norma. Angel (U5ATXS); Murphy, John £ rjJSATXW),- Sudx, Denns (USAAZ); Gowks, Kanneih (usANrDi Duffy, 
l*ur» 0JSACA5) 
Subject: Foeow Jp From Conference CJJ 

Thank you for your t l x th is evening, I wanted to send th is Just t o suanr ize our 
telephone conversation and lrtforw those of you who were unable to participate. 

F i rs t j thank yau fo r the work you do to f ight gun t ra f f ick ing, I t is very 

As I said on the c a l l , to avoid any potential confusion, I want ta reiterate the 
Depart Mitt 's pol icy: We should not design or conduct undercover operations which 
include guns crossing the border. I f we have knowledge that guns are about to 
Cross th* border, we must take immediate action to Stop the firearms fron 

DearUSAs: 

important. 
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CROSSING THE BORDER, EVEN I F THAT PRTTTTURELY TEMINATES or OTHERWISE JEOPARDIZES 
AN INVESTIGATION. 

WT KNOW YOU HAVE DIFFICULT JOBS TO DO AND WE FULLY SUPPORT AND APPRECIATE YOUR 
EFFORTS TO STOP THE FLOW OF FLREAMS THROUGH THE APPREHENSION AND PROSECUTION OF 
ALL RESPONSIBLE PARTIES. 

AS I SAID ON OUR CALL, PLEASE U K E SURE THE SACS I N YOUR DISTRICTS UNDERSTAND THE 
POLICY. 

JIM 
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— P R O M : Chart, Mark Ft 
Mfcertt: Wednesday. July 14.201O 4:17 PM 
f o : SiskeL Edward N. (ODAG) (SMO) 

Ccz Hoover, WBfiam J. 
S U B F E C T Fw. SIR 

Ed - t h i s was one of two s e i z u r e s l a s t evening by our GRIT i n Phoenix. 
X w i l l a l s o send you t h e o t h e r . 
Mdi-k ft. ei id J. i — — — • - — • — — — - — — -
A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r 
F i e l d O p e r a t i o n s 

*** 
NOTICE: Th is e l e c t r o n i c t r a n s m i s s i o n i s c o n f i d e n t i a l and in tended on ly 
f o r t h e p e r s o n ( s ) T O W H O M I T i s a d d r e s s e d . I f Y O U have r ece ived t h i s 
t r a n s m i s s i o n in E R R O R , p l e a s e n o t i f y t h e sender B Y r e t u r n e -mai l and 
d e s t r o y T H I S M E S S A G E in i t s e n t i r e t y ( i n c l u d i n g a l l a t t a c h m e n t s ) . 

O r i g i n a l Message 
From: S i g n i f i c a n t A c t i v i t y Report 

£ga: SAR/SIR Message D e l i v e r y 
" e n t : Wed J u l 14 1 4 : 1 6 : 4 8 2010 

S u b j e c t : FW: SIR -

From: I Per ATF b6 & b7C 

S e n t : Wednesday, J u l y 14, 2010 2 :16 :45 PM 
T o : Need les , J anes R. ; Newell , Wi l l i anr 
S i g n i f i c a n t A c t i v i t y Report 
S u b j e c t : SIR 
Auto forwarded by a Rule 

DEPARTMENT DF JUSTICE - BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TO&ACCO, FIREARMS AND 
EXPLOSIVES SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION REPORT 

DATE: J u l y 14, 2010 

HOGR ATF-001175 
i 



FROM: Phoenix Field Divis ion 
FIELD OFFICE: Phoenix VII Field Off ice 

CASE INFORMATION 

CASE NUMBER: 
CASE TITLE: 
SPECIAL AGENT: 

785115-10-0604 
e t a l 

SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT/ACTIVITY: 

Recovery of 73 firearms and 2S0 AK-47 drum magazines. 

NARRATIVE OF INCIDENT/ACTIVITY: 

3uly 13, 2010 Phoenix Pol ice 

Per ATF 
67A 
L— I 

t fPPD) 

numerous firearms in a 
backroom M H V M M M l being "loaded up." The PPD Detect ive 
was aware o f t h i s ongoing ATF firearms t ra f f i ck ing inves t iga t ion 
(Operation Fast and Furious) and coordinated with Phoenix Group VII 

The t races of the firearms indicate that many are: 

| Per ATF b3 (Public UrwllCM6lHndb7c" 



PrMs recovery adds to the to ta l of 169 firearms recovered in the 
previous 25 days by Group V I I agents and GRIT agents assigned to Group 
V I I as part of Southwest Border Firearms Traff icking investigations. 

3 
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L O G A N , S T E P H A N I E B ( O I P ) 

From: Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG) 
S e n t Friday, October 23,2009 8:09 AM 
To: Ogdert, David W. (0 DAG) 
Cc: Delery, Stuart F. (ODAG) 
Subject: FW: Southwest Border Strategy Group 

David— Just sent it out. Here is a copy. 

From; 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
S u b j e c t 

Siskel, Edward N. (OOAG) r r — „ , . — i 
FRIOW, October 23, •xfWfl'FTO * " |Per ATF PS & P7C [ 
Mefeoa Kenneth E. ( A T F ) J ^ ^ H B H L H o o v e r ' W*arn J. (ATF); Leonhart, MidiSe M. (OEA-US); Harrington, T. i. (FBI); 
Perkins, Kevin 1_ (F8I); Cartin, John (FBI); Carte, John (USMS) DIR; Fahey, Sean (USMS); "Barley G. Lapph'; Dalius, William (BOP); 
Jarrett, Marshal! (USAEO); Derden, Terry (USAEO); Nash, Stuart (ODAG); Jones, BTodd (USAMN); Hewitt, Karen (USftOS); Burke, 
Derma (USAAZ); Fouratr, Greg (USANM); Murphy, John E. (USATXW); Johnson, Tim (USATXS) 7 
Delery, Stuart P. (ODAG); Ruemrnter, Kathryn (OPAG); Vogel, Miriam (ODAG); snrtdey. Winnie; Williams, Toni (ODAG) 
Southwest Border Strategy Group 

Attached please find a memo from the DAG announcing the creation of trie Southwest Border Strategy Group - a sentor-
ievel, internal DOJ working group that will provide the vehicle for coordinating policy, resource and operational issues 
regarding the SWB and our engagement with the Government of Mexico. 

The DAG would Eke to convene an inaugural meeting of the Strategy Group this Monday. October 26th from 11:30 to  
12:30 in the DAG's conference room (RFK4111V Please let me Know as soon as possible if you or your designee wiB be 
able to attend either in person or by phone. For those who are not in DC, we will be circulating a dial-in number soon, in 
addition, we will be circulating an agenda in advance of the meeting. 

30J SWB Strategy 
Group (circ 1... 

Edward Siskel 
Associate Deputy Attorney General 
U . S . Department of Justice 
9 5 0 Pennsylvania Avenue, N W 
Washington, DC. 2 0 5 3 0 



F O R M A T I O N O F T H E S O U T H W E S T B O R D E R STRATEGY G R O U P 

The Department of Justice has long recognized the magnitude of the law 
enforcement challenges arising along the Southwest Border and has sought to address 
those challenges by combining the specialized expertise and authorities of almost every 
law enforcement component in the Department, as well as partnering with other federal, 
slate, local, tribal, and international law enforcement organizations . 

The jurisdictions immediately contiguous to the border find themselves in a 
particularly difficult position. In addition to pursuing the same range of federal criminal 
priorities that are faced by jurisdictions throughout the country, the five U.S. Attorneys in 
the districts immediately adjacent to the border have additional, significant 
responsibilities - handling tens o f thousands of reactive immigration cases and border-
related drug cases, enforcing federal law on the vast tracts of Indian reservations within 
their borders, and bearing the brunt of the violence, corruption, and drug- and weapons-
trafficking perpetrated by the Mexican cartels. 

Issues related to our Southwest Border are not, however, confined to the border 
districts, hi the drug arena alone, NDIC intelligence reports indicate that Mexican drug 
trafficking organizations maintain drug distribution networks or supply drugs to 
distributors in at least 230 U.S. cities in 45 of the 50 states. Immigration enforcement 
poses a challenge in every one of our jurisdictions, from Arizona to Alaska. Firearms 
illegally transiting the Southwest Border have been sourced to distribution outlets in 
nearly every state in the union. 

Main ta in ing Comprehens ive Coordinat ion and Oversight 

With so marry of the Department's law enforcement components involved in so 
many cooperative and independent efforts relevant to border-related concerns, it is 
critical that the Department maintain a comprehensive policy and a strategic approach 
that is effectively coordinated at the highest ievels of leadership. To harness all these 
disparate entities, maximize the effectiveness of each, avoid duplication, conserve scarce 
Department resources, and ensure optimal coordination, ail the Department components 
must hear, and then speak with, a single voice. They must have a single point of contact 
for policy development and strategic direction, not only amongst themselves, but also 
within the Interagency. As cross-cutting issues arise, other federal and state agencies 
with a role on the Southwest Border must have the same single point of contact through 
which they may work to maintain a constant, unified, whole-government policy. 

Implementation of an effective overall Southwest Border strategy must include an 
assessment of the resource needs of all the components involved. It must also include a 
plan for how each component intends to achieve its goals in concert with the activity of 
every other component. Each component must be sensitive to the effect of its initiatives 
on the overall mission, taking into consideration the initiatives of outer law enforcement 
components and other agencies (both within and outside DOJ). For example, before 
unilaterally deploying significant additional personnel resources to a particular locale, an 



investigative agency should take into consideration how that will affect the prosecutorial 
and judicial resource needs in the relevant jurisdictions, as well as the effect on other Jaw 
enforcement agencies. Similarly, components should consider to what extent their 
resources may be more efficiently deployed in combination with corresponding 
deployments by other components in multi-agency task forces. 

This unified and coordinated approach to law enforcement within the Department 
and between the Department and its sister federal, state, local, tribal, and international 
partners is the best way to use the formidable resources of the United States government 
It is also the most effective way to decrease the influence of the violent criminal 
enterprises operating along and across the U.S.-Mexico border, while enhancing the 
public safety of the entire region. By coordinating the resources, expertise, and 
jurisdiction of law enforcement agencies focusing on drug enforcement, firearms and 
explosives trafficking, fugitive investigation and extradition, bulk cash smuggling, and 
human trafficking, the Department will maximize its ability to attack every aspect of the 
criminal activity that undermines the safety and security not only of our Southwest 
Border communities, but also of the Nation as a whole. 

The Southwest Border Strategy Group 

The Department will be implementing its Southwest Border efforts under the 
leadership of the Attorney General, with primary oversight by the Deputy Attorney 
General. To maximize the effective deployment of scarce resources, the Deputy 
Attorney General wilt convene a multi-component Southwest Border Strategy Group 
("Strategy Group") that will coordinate the priorities and initiatives established by each 
of the Department components into a coherent, mutually reinforcing whole. As mission 
requirements may evolve, the Strategy Group will be able to ensure a coordinated 
response from all Departmental components. 

The Southwest Border Strategy Group will assess existing capabilities, identify 
any gaps, and develop, on an annual basis, a consolidated Southwest Border budget 
initiative. 

The Southwest Border Strategy Group will be given primary responsibility for 
developing and supervising the implementation of the Department of Justice Strategy for 
Combating the Mexican Cartels, which is set forth in a separate document attached 
hereto. The Strategy Group will also be responsible for developing and supervising other 
essential Departmental strategies along the Southwest Border, such as immigration 
enforcement, firearms trafficking, money-laundering, and non-cartel-related violence, 
and coordinating and balancing these Departmental priorities. To the extent that the 
Department has high-level strategy groups working on aspects of these issues - i.e. the 
Firearms Trafficking Strategy Group - this new Southwest Border Strategy Group will be 
the forum to coordinate and reconcile their respective initiatives and recommendations. 
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The Southwest Border Strategy Group will be chaired by the Deputy Attorney 
General. The Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division will serve as Vice-
Chair. In addition, the Strategy Group will consist of the following individuals, or their 
designees: 

• Director, ATF 
Administrator, DEA 
Director, FBI 
Director, USMS 
Director, BOP 
Director, EOUSA 
Director, OCDETF 

' U.S. Attorney, District of Arizona 
• U.S. Attorney, Southern District of California 

U.S. Attorney, District of New Mexico 
U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Texas 

• U-S. Attorney, Western District of Texas 
Chair, Attorney General's Advisory Committee ("AGAC") 

• Chair, AGAC Subcommittee on Controlled Substances and Asset Forfeiture 
• Chair, AGAC Subcommittee on Border Security 

The Strategy Group will have a Steering Committee made up of the following 
individuals, or their designees: 

• Deputy Attorney General 
• Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division 

Chair, AGAC 
• Director, ATF 
• Administrator, DEA 

Director, FBI 
Director, OCDETF 

The full Strategy Group will meet as soon a s practicable after its announcement. 
The Steering Committee will then meet every two weeks with the full Strategy Group 
meeting on a quarterly basis. 
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Bishop-Green, Jacob (OIP) 

From: Siskei. Edward N. (ODAG) 
Sent: Thursday. October 22,2009 7:02 PM 
To: Nash, Stuart (ODAG) 
Subject: RE: Southwest Border Strategy Group 

From: Nash, Stuart (ODAG) 
Sen t : Thursday, October 22,2009 4:25 PM 
To: Stsket, Edward N. (ODAG) 
Subject: Re: Southwest Border Strategy Group 

Looks fine to me. I've touched base with Karen H. and Marshall J., still waiting to hear back from Clark. 

From: Siskei, Edward H. (ODAG) 
To: Delay, Stuart F. (ODAG) 
Cc: Ruemmter, Kathryn (ODAG); Verrilli, Donald; Nash, Stuart (ODAG) 
Sent ; Thu Oct 22 15:30:38 2009 
Subject: Southwest Border Strategy Group 

Stuart- Here is a draft of the email announcing the SWB Strategy Group. The date and time has not yet been finalized, 
but I wanted to get this to the DAG to review the text Thanks, Ed 

Attached please find a memo from the DAG announcing the creation of the "Southwest Border Strategy Group" - a 
senior-level, internal DOJ working group that will provide the vehicle for coordinating policy, resource and operational 
issues regarding the SWB and our engagement with the Government of Mexico. 

The DAG would like to convene an inaugural meeting of the Strategy Group this Monday. October 26th from 11:30 to  
12:30 in the DAG'S conference room. Please let me know as soon as possible if you or your designee will be able to 
attend. For those who are not in DC, we will be circulating a dial-in number scon. In addition, we will be circulating an 
agenda in advance of the meeting. 

Edward Siskei 
Associate Deputy Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N W 
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Bishop-Green, Jacob (OIP) 
From: Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG) 
Sent: Friday, October 23,2009 3:48 PM 
To: Nash, Stuart (ODAG) 
Subject: Re; Mexican Cartel Strategy 

I think if we get it out by COB that should be fine. 

I will have to call in for the meeting 
1 may be calling in late. 

and t have another call that I have to do at 4pm, so 

From: Nash, Stuart (ODAG) 
To: Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG); Deiery, Stuart F. (ODAG); Ruemmler, Kathryn (ODAG) 
S e n t Fri Oct 23 15:13:22 2009 
Subject: RE: Mexican Cartel Strategy 

1 did not know what time urgency David felt on getting this document out, but if you think it will okay with him, I wt'H run it by 
him when we meet at 4:00. 

From: Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG) 
Sent : Friday, October 23, 2009 3:11 PM 
To: Nash, Stuart (ODAG); Detery, Stuart F. (ODAG); Ruemmler, Kathryn (ODAG) 
Subject: Re: Mexican Cartel Strategy 

From: Nash, Stuart (ODAG) 
To: Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG); Deiery, Stuart F. (ODAG); Ruemmler, Kathryn (ODAG) 
Sent: Fri Oct 23 14:39:14 2009 
Subject: Mexican Cartel Strategy 

Ed/Stuart/Kathy: 

Ed reports that the DAG would like to distribute the Mexican Cartel strategy this afternoon to the attendees at 
Mondays SWB meeting. 

I will have Winnie do so. I would propose having the e-maii say the following: 

Earlier today you received notice from Ed Siskel of the inaugural meeting of the Southwest Border Strategy Group 
next Monday. One of the items that will be on the agenda for that meeting is discussion, and hopefully adoption of, the 
Departments strategy for Combatting the Mexican Cartels. I am attaching hereto a draft copy of the strategy. The DAG 
asks that you come prepared with any specific suggestions or recommendations you may have related to this document. 
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EoVStuart/Kathy, let me know if this strikes the right tone. 

Thanks, Stuart 
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