U.S. Department of Justice '
_ Office of Legistative Affairs

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washingion, D.C. 20530

May 2, 2011

The Honorable Darrell E: Issa

Chaimman
Committés on Oversight and Government Reform

EL.S. House of Représentatives

Was!_nngton, D.C. 20515

This supplements our previous responses to your letter, dated March 16, 2011, and your
subpoena issued on March 31, 2011, to Kenneth Melson, Acting Director of the Department'’s
Burean of Alcohol, Tobaceo, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF), Your letter and subpoena
mqumeddocmmmsmdommfmﬂonrehmgto Project Gunrunner and Operation Fast and

- Furious, inchuding materials concerning pending criminaf investigations and the prosecution of
. nmatymdwidualsondmgu-aﬁchng.gunu-aﬂ?ckmg,andmoneylaundmngchargesﬂxans
scheduled for trial on June 7, 2011 :

* Enclosed are 92 pages of documeits responsive to your request. In addiion, we have
identified 456 pages of responsive documenits that we are prepared to meke available for review
at the Department by Committee staff &t any convenient time. We have subsingtial
confidentiality interests in these.materials because of their law enforcement sensitivity. They
inctude information aboit federal law enforcement strategies, policies, and practices, the
dmclosureofwhzehmuldbahelpﬁdtomdiwdmlsmseektocvadeouraﬁ‘onstocombatdrug

-and firearms trafficking.

T We haveumlcli‘mwd redactions in these documents W protect the identities of
individuals who are involved it our investigations, law enforcement techniques, and other details
relating to particular investigations, These redactions are important to protect the unegnty of our
law enforcement etforts as well as individual privacy interests.



The Honorable Darrell E. [ssa
Page Two :

Our efforts to identify documents responsive'to your subpoena are continuing and we will
supplemiex this responsc.4s soon 2s possible. We hope this information is helpful. Please do not
hesitate to contact this office if we can provide additional assistance regarding this or any other

matier,
" Sincerely,

-Ronzald Weich
Assistant Attorney Gegeral
Enclosures B
ce: 'Ihe Honorable Elijsh E, Cummings
Ranking Minority Member




Logan, Stephanie B(OIP)
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Gaston, Molly (OLA)

Thirsday, May 28, 2011 5:38 PM
‘Davis, Cariton®; ‘Kerner, Hanry'
'Grooms , Susanne Sachsmian'
ATF Order - EXTENDED 2.01 MB
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0000000009D89B4CIEF EBMCBCEFDT1ASEETCIZB40700A29CT22EB852944DB35F 1BD3CT
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26aCIQsR IWiROEJ Txik8JWDMUgSMp\WaSF 7
H%mewmwmiﬁm[ Wasl62aQBivyABVEsSgXnUtcVayda

" wiXzsNha2Ug6S

Cariton aﬁd H;my,

I think | mentioned on the phone to Cariton that | was going to serid this, hust attached piease find an ATF Order to which
- you previously had access. Upen further review, we belisve that we can produce it to you with very limited redactions,

Please let us know if you have any questions,

Thanks,
Molly

Molly Gaston
_ Office of Lagislative Affairs

U.S5. Department of Justice '
Office: (202) 305-9134;&11:_ [:

[5)

 MimpsaStubitmd




U.S., Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Assistant Attorney Genera! Washington, D.C. 20530

June 10, 2011

The Honorable Darrell E. Issa

Chairman

Committee on Oversight and Gwmm:ntkeﬁ!rm
U.S. House of tatives

W&ShmBIM-DC 0515

This letter provides additiona] information and docaments respensive (o the Committee’s
subpoena of March 31, 2011,

We fully appreciate the Commitee's legitimate oversight interest in the genesis and
strafegy pertaining to Fast and Furious. We are commiitted to working with you to accommodate
the Committes's information needs, cons:srentw:thourhwcnfmmem responsibilities.
Toward that.cnd, we have delivered to woﬁiw3?9pagwofdocmuunsmdatea:ﬂan .
additional 69 pages are enclosed with this leter, Tksedomentswmzdennt‘edmmmh
ofﬂlemlsofﬁﬁagmmuewdl.ﬁﬂhu.md- They bear liniited redactions, like other
documents we have previously provided, to protest specific details nbomthcpendmg[Ex 6 and 7(C) '

investigitions, including text that would identify targets and sensitive sethniques, plus
inforination felating ¥ line employees, We-alsa have redacted text unrelated to the Commitiee’s
request in multi-subject documents. Mzoy of these documents ate not appropriate for public

disclosure,

We understand your fetter, dated June 8, 2011, reqoested the camplete:production of all
documents by June 10,2011, While this is not possible, we are cantituing to work.
expeditionsly to identify, process and provide or make available to the Committee additional
information responsive to the its subpoens, as quickly as possible and we intend to provide
additional documents next week. We arc also making available for review at the Department by
Committee staff an additional 88 pages. This is in addition to the 800 pages of material that has
previously been made avaiiable for review by Committee staff. We have substantial
confidentiality interests in these documents because they contain information that relates to the
pending criminal investigations. They bear limited redactions, similar o those set forth in the
466 pages reviewed by Commitiee staff on May 5. :




The Honorable Darrell E. Issa
Page Two

To the extent that the Committee has already obtained many of the records covered by
your subpoena, our search might be streamlined by your identification of any that you do not
need from us, We welcome any suggestions about how we might saccommodate your oversight
needs efficiently, consistent with our-own responsibilities.

We understand your interest in our completion of the document search as soon as
possible and we share that goal. In fight of the pending investigations;, however, we ask for your
understanding that we are making a substantial effort in the extraardinary context of pending
criminal investigations, We will continue ouy efforts and ask that you continue to work with us to
find accommodations that meet both the Committes’s oversight peeds and the Department’s need
to avoid harm to these pending investigations.

We hope this information is helpful and look forward to working with the Commitiee as
this matter continues.
Sincerely,
Ronald Weich
Enclosure

- et: The Honorable Elijali Cistiriings.




Enclosure

IEX 6 and 7(C) ]The enclosed documents include emails derived from our ongoing search of the accounts
of Agents Gillett, Newell, and JIlllf Below the routing information at the top of these emails,
there appears a “Categories” line that was not part of the original email transaction. These
categories represent the tags being used by document reviewers as they search for responsive
materials. We are working to prevent these tags from appearing on future emails.

Our search produced some documents, attached 1o emails, that have already been made
available to the Committee. In these cases, we thought that the cover email, demonstrating who
sent or received the documents, and when, might provide useful information; thus, we have
provided the cover email and the first page of the document to which the Committee has already
had access. Some documents produced in this collection are also included in the group of
documents being made available for Committee review, with fewer redactions. Neither the first
pages of documents already reviewed by the Committee, nor those also prepared for review with
fewer redactions, are counted in the page numbers set forth in our letter to the Committee.



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affzirs

Officc of the Assistant Attorriey Generad Weshingtan, D.C. 20530

June 13,2011

The Honorable Dagell E, Issa

Chairman
Cotumittes, on Ovessight and Govermnent Reformt.

U.S. House of Reptesentatives
Washirigton, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This ietwrmvidcs additional information and dociments responsive to the Commutee ]
subpoena of March 31, 2015, We also waint to respond @ questions rised by your letter, dated -
. May5; 2011, mm&&mmwmﬁmﬁmwmmmpamm

May 4, 2011,
Wemdch%ngﬂdaymmoﬁiumaﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬂjpagesofmﬁmﬂ. These
dmmMﬂﬂw:anof&?manday meke a total af 573 pages that we.

have physically produced to.ypu o date. The dacuments being produced today again bear
Eimited rédactions, like other documents we liave previously provided, to protect specific details
about the pending investigations, including text that would identify targets and sensitive
techniques; plus:information relating to lins employess. Many of these documents contain pon-
pubhcmamnalandmnotappmgmforpubhcdxsdosmammﬂmrmdamdfom .

Wemﬂmmahngawﬁableformmwattthepar&nmtbyCommLMesuﬂ'm
additional 36 pages. Thess pages arein addition fo the nearly 900 pages of material that we have
ptcﬁouslyo&’credtomkasamﬂable for review by Committee staff — the bulk of which
Committes staff Hias in fact reviewed, We have substantial confidentiality interests in these
documents because they contain information that relates so semsitive law enforcement techniques
and tactics. mybmmmmmmﬂnmmmfoﬁhm&mMpagwmmby

_Commxl:eemﬁ'onMay4

. Yeur letter of May §, 2011 qumwmmmmﬁmm
- avaflable to staff the previous day, May 4. Our re-revivw of thase documents indicated that we
made siguificant redsctions of text, concening spevific investigative activities, in just 14 pages.
These inclnde redactions.of information unrelated to Fast and Furious and text that would
Mfymvmgan%mbjecm,mmmdﬂzmm@ammlmm In anattier 65
'page&wcmdgmmmmofmmmﬁmgmmgmwﬁlembm,mbjm,mgm,
witnesses, and personal information, sach as cell phone aumbers. We would be pleased to
dmmthmcmdmyotherspmﬁcmdac&onsmthCommu&mﬁfmatwﬂdbemﬁd



The Honorable Darell E, Issa
Page Two ,
We hope this information is helpful and ook forward to working with the Committee as
‘this matter continues. Please do not hiesitats to contact this office if we can provide additionat
assistance regarding this or any other matter.

Sincerely,
Ronald Weich |
. Assistant Attorney General
.- &‘c‘; ‘- . ;I .
cc:  The Honorable Efijah Cummings,
- Rénkine Mer



U.8. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affeirs

- Washingfor, D:C. 20530

June 14, 2011

Comm:tmeon Ovessight and Government Reforn
U.S, House of Representitives
_Washlrgﬁon. DC 20515 .

Déar Mr. Chairman: :
This letter provides addzuonal inforination and dacumamsrcspmvcto the Comm‘s
subpoéena of March 31, 2011.

Wemd&mmgmdaymmaﬁeemmmwmmfmmm '
- “documenty inake 8 total of 299 pages that we have phiysically prodisced to you within the last
mcl;andataaloﬁﬁpugasﬂmtwhnwphpiuﬂypmdwdmdm We have also made

available over 900 pages of material for review by Committee staff.

In-addition to m=97mofmﬁmﬂmfcmcedabove.today'spmdumnﬂsomm
54 pages that are almost entirely redacted. . The redactioris ars of nfortiation Iocated in muld-
subject documents.and the redacted information is onrelated to the Committes’s request. The
-documezits being produced-alsa bear Himited redactions fo protect specific deteils about the
pending investigations, including text that would ideditify targets'and sensitive tectmiques, plus
information relating to line employees. Even with the tedactions, many of these documents

_cqntmnmn—pubhcmaremlmdarenctappmmforpubhcdmhm
We bope this mfo:manonrshc{pﬁd mdlookﬁorwm-dtownﬂangmthﬂm Commmcens
tlnsmnttuconunm

- Sincerely,

Exclosure

cc:  The Honorable Elfjsh Commings
Ranking Member 1




U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affdirs

Washingtors, D.C. 20530

June 15, 201 |

. The Honorable Darcll E. Issa
Churmm
Commiities.on Oversight and Govmmt Reform
U.S. Hoise of Representatives
Washmgmn. DC 20515 :

7 wpemrmwmmemmmw’ssubpomoﬂ&{mhsl
2011, mgar&ngOpamFastmdFm

Encbsedmmadd!ﬂbmsspagsefmdat 'l'ﬁesedocumentsmakeawlalofSSS
- pages that we haye plysically produced to you within the last week, and a total of 734 pages'that
we have physically produced to dats. Most of the-eaclosed documents bear fimited redactions to

protect specific details about the pending investigations, inchuding text that would identify -
confidential informants, targets and sensitive technigues, plus information refating to line
employess, Gucmum-wbjeadommmmbmmﬂmesomemmt
responiive fo the Comiwittes’s request. As in our; prodisction yesterday, we have not included
wmﬂyrdmdpmm&hmdﬁ-mﬁmémnwmwpagem Even with the
redwﬂon,mmyofmdmmmbmm-mﬁmmmnﬂmdmwammpﬂmfm

public digclosure.
- Wehopsﬂmmfmﬂaboﬂsﬁdpﬁﬂmﬁmkfmmworkmgmﬂxtbeﬂommmtwas
7 thmﬂﬂttcrconﬂnucs. . . _
. S:m'ely, ) :
a Roald Weich
Assistant Attomey General

Eaoclosures

cc:  The Honorable E.i:;ah Cummmgs
Ranking Meinber



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Assistant Attomey Geosal Waskington, D.C. 20530

June 16, 2011

_ ﬂmﬂomableDmHEfssa
Chatrman
Commiiitee on Oversight and Govegnment Reform

. U.S. House of Repiresertfatives
Washington, DG 20515

Déar Mr. Chairman: .
'Dnsletmrsumlqnmtsourprevmug:wpmm tthmnmltteesmbpecnxofMafch
31,2011, mngpemon&stdem ,
: | Wem%de!msmdaymymroﬁﬁeanaddmomlwpagesofmmdd These.
documents make a total of 396 pages that we e physicalty produced to-you withiin the last

week, anid a'total of 775 pages diat we have physically produced to date. The documents being

Wmmmmmmmwcmmmmmm
including text that would déscribe targets and sensitive techmiques, plus information relating to

lin= emiployess, Even with the redactions, many of these documents contain aon-public material
and arc nntappm]matefor public disclosure.

thavcalsojoeatad att additional 44 pages oflaw—enforwnem seasifive. documents that
we are prepared to vidks available at the Departiribnt for-réview by Committee staff. Some of

these also bear limited redactions of text that would identify investigative subjects, sensitive

teohnxqucsandﬂnporﬁmofamm-subjectdoamttbmmmtmpomemyuuqum
Wehopﬂhrs information s hclpﬁﬁandlookfomrdtowo:hngthhtbc&mmttﬂeas

this matter comtinues,

Romid Wsﬁdx
Assistant Attorney General

Enclosures
cc:  The Hosorable Elijah Cummings
Member



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affairs

Weshtngton, D.C. 20530

June 17,2011

The HommbleDarrell E. [isa

. Gcmﬁecon()vmghtand(}‘mnmmxzm
ULS: House oEREfi: ves
‘Washmgtoﬁ,DC:wSlS

Dear Mr. Cbammm
Thlssn pplements ourr previots résponses to the Committee's subpoena of March 31,
2011, relsting to Operation Fast and Purious.

Wemd&mmgmdaywymuﬁﬁcvanadﬂmomlﬂpagmofm Thess' | s,

documents bear Bmited rex pratect specific details about the periding |
inchiding: tex thist svondd déses) xhrg&mdmﬁmtechniqmphsmﬁommn;damgm

Tine employees. Evenwfﬁiﬁemdﬁuon&myofmmmmmﬂoupublmmﬁeml
andarenot ifpropriate for public disclosure.

Wehzvcalsolocatedansddmonal llpagsoﬂaw-cnfomcmentmmuvedocmnmtsthat

wémmepmad to make available at the Départment for review by Committee staff. Some.of
thiese alsé bear limited redactionts of text that would identify investigative subjects, sensitive
mhmqmandthcpomwnfamuln-subjectdoammtﬂmumtmponﬁwto your request.

Wehopethmin.ﬁsmanonwhdpfnlandlookfmwa:dmwodmgmﬂnhe%mMMB

Sincerely,

ke Gt o for
. Ronald Weich.

Assistant Attorinéy Genieral

cc: . The Honorsble Elijah Cuinmings
Ranking Member



U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs
Fashisgion, D.C: 20530
June 21, 2011
The Honorable Durrell E.Issa -
Chairmsn :
" Cotmittee on Ovégsiphit and Gavcmmmtkﬁaun
. U1.S. House of Represcotatives
~ Wastiington, DC 20515

Th:smpp!anmmmtpwmousresponmwﬁw&mmxmswbpmaofMuchﬂ
201, relgting to Opération Fast aud Furious.
of material. These

W:mdﬁvmm&ymmaﬁmmmdmam?réipagﬂ
mcluding text tht would descrite wgm mdsmsiﬁira , phus information relating to.
fine employees. Bven with thé redactions, many ofm&mm&eommpubﬁcm
and are not approgiciate. for public disclosure.

© We bave alsa Jocated an addmam!(ipngcsoflxw-cnforccmmt sensitive docursents that
. 'we are prepared mmnkewnﬂabhatmeDepamtfmmmbyCommmﬁThmepages
beamomdacuons.
Wehopeﬂnsmfomnonxshcipﬁﬂmdlookﬁmmdmmgmth dzeCommmeeas
- this matter contimses. - .

Sifcst ljfi

N
Ronaid Weich
.. ) —l aI‘E m-cyrG .‘ I

“ee:  The Honorsble Blijah CInnmmgs
* Ranking Member |



U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affais
Washington, D.C. 20530
- June 22,2011
The Honorsble Darvell E. Issa
Chairman
Committss ort Oversighit and Govcmmcnt Reform
U.S. House of Representatives
- Washingfon, DC'20515

This supplements our previous responses to-the Commities’s subpaczzaofMarch?ﬂ
2011, relating tb Opetation Fast and Furious.
Wemddrvmugtodaymyowoﬁumddﬁmxwpagesofm The dociuheats:

bear limited redactions to protect spesific defails sboat 8 pending tavestigation, the identity of an

unindicted suspect i & closed casé, and infoimation. relating to:line.cmployees. The collection
includes diz cover page: frond one document tht his beeti préviousty reviewed ot the Department

by Commities staff. Bven with ﬁcmdammmmynfmmcummwmnm-publm
‘material mdarcﬂotappmpnmforpnbhcdmdos:m

Wehavealsoloen:edanaddmoml l7pagesof!nw—anforcemmtsensmvedocummmﬁ:at ‘

mmmwmavaﬂabkmﬂuﬂmm&rwbymmmﬁmmmﬁ
bwhmmdmmmmﬁ:m@myofmumndkwdsmmmadmm

_ Wchopeﬁnsmformanonxshelpﬁzlandlookﬁ:nmrdta mrhngwiththct‘omm:iteeas
-thlsmaﬂcrmm :

‘ - Sincerely, -
Ronald Weich
Assistant Attorney General

ce: The Homble Elijah Cwnmmgs
R.mkmg ‘Member



U.S. Department of Justice .

Office of Legislative Affairs
Offict of the Assistant Attoarey Generat Wishtdgton, 5.C. 20330
June 23, 2011
The Honorable Darrell E. Iisa
Chmm:.a;
nitte onOvmxghundﬁovmm:Reform
U8, House of _
"Washiigton, DC205{5
Dear Mr. Chammn.

This ImmtsourpmvmusrcsponmtotbeCommzttec smlbpoemofh{arehn

' supp
2011, relating to OperanouFast and Purious.

We are delivering today to yomo&icean additional 62 pages of material. These

documesits béar Himited redactions to protect specific details'about the pending investigations,
_ including text that would describie targsts and sensitive technigues, plus information relating to
line emplcyees. Even with tha redactions, many of thess documents contain non-publicmawnai

andamwtappmpnmﬁ:rpubﬁcdmlm
Wehawaimbcaxedmaddmonalﬁpagwnﬂawnfomcmm:muvedommsm

wa are prepared to make available at the Department for review by Committee staff. These pages
also bear limited mdmohsoftextthameﬂd 1dmﬁfymvesugatwe subjects and sensitive

wcbmqyes.
: WchapctbsmfmmomshelpﬁﬂandbokfamrdmwamgmthﬁcCommmncas
-tbzsmaﬁer ‘contimes:-
Sincersly, |
Assistant Attorney General

Enclosures
cc: The Honomable Ehjah Cummings
Ranking Member



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affairs

. Office of the. Assistant Aniorney Gencral Washingtom, D.C. 20539

June 24, 2011

The Hoporable Darrcll E: Issa

Chairmai '
CnmunueeonOvu-stghtandGowmmmtRsform

U.S. House of Representatives

Wasmngtoa,l)cmﬂs
Vmﬁr 7 meﬂw(}ommmgsubpbmofmmn

2014, mmmdﬁm&mngmmmfwwmﬁ :

%mddwmngbdzytoymn’oﬂicemsddxﬁonﬂw pages of material. These

mmmmmmmmmmmwm
including taxt that would identify targets and scositive techniques, plus information relating to.

line employees, Even with the redactions, many of these documents contain non-public materizl
4nd afe not appropriste for public disclosure. _ . -

* “We have also Jocated an additional page of law-coforcement sensitive material that we
“afc prepared o miske available st the-Departmeiit forreview by Committee staff. This also bears
limited redactions of text that would disclose specific details sbout the pending investigation.

Wehupcﬂusinformaﬁonmhdpﬁﬂmdbokfommﬂwwurhngm&imc@mmmas :
- this matter confinues. o

Sincerely,
Ronald Wieicht
Enclosures

cc:  The Honorable Elijagh Cummings
Ranking Member



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Assistant Atlorney General Weshingtor, D.C, 20530

June 27, 2011

The Honorable Darrell E. Issa

Chaiz :
Cmmﬁteemmetmghtand(}uvmankefmm

U.S. Hotse of
Wadmgton, DE 20515

Thmﬂwlmmzsommousmnses;oﬂm&mm s subpoena of March 31,
2011, relating to Operation Fast and Furious.

Wemddivmngwdaytn your office an additional 22 pages of material. - These

documents bear limited redactions to protect specific details about pending investigations,
includinigtext, that would identify targets anid sehsitive techiniques, plus itiformation telating to
line emplayees. We also have redactedd text unrelated 1o the Committes’s request in one multi-
subject document. Even with thé redactions, many of these documenhswnmm mn-pnbhc

Mmdmmtappmpmre for public disclosure.
We hopeﬂnsmfoxmaﬁoma helpful and look forward to working witht the Committee as
dnsmzxtercontmm
SMY;

Rom!d Weich
Assistant Attorney General
Inclosurcs

‘oc: The Homorable Elijah Cummings
Ranking Member _



U.S. Departument of Justice
Offics of Legislative Affairs

Woashington, D.C. 20530

June 29,2011

‘The Honorable Darmell E. Issa
- Chairman.

Commities on Ows.tght nnd Gammznt Reform
U.S: Honse of Re:

-Washmgmbczosls

Mm !- ETnan: )
This supplements our previous respoiises to-the Committee™s ibpoens of March 31
.2011 andyour letter of une 8, 2011, mlaﬁngto Operation Fast and Furious.

Wearcdehvmngfodaymyomoﬂiceanaddmonalﬁpagcsofmamal These

Wmmmmmw&MMvamms
incliding text that would identify tasgees aid sensitive techniques, plus information relating to -

line employees. Even with the redactions, many of these documents conm non-public material
andarc.notappmpmte for public disclosure. :

We have also located. anadcﬁnonnlqghtpages of taw-etiforcement smsmematmal that

we aie prepared to make available st the Department for review by Comimittes itaff. ‘These
pages also bear limited redactions of text that would identify investigative targets and technigues,

orwoulddise!osespemﬁcdeﬁlsabmﬁtbcpmdmgmvesugmm
- Wcmwmmmmanﬁmmmmmmmmmmmmmmms '
this matter contifes. _ )
Sincerely,
W Dk, fustin: 7
Ronald Weich
et The Honerable Elijah Cummings
Ranking Member



us. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Assigst Attomey Genersl Waskington, D.C. 20330

June 30, 2011

The Hoporable Darvel] E. Issa

Commiittee on Oversight and Government Reform

U.S.Honseofkepmsmtahves ,

Wasfmrgton,DC 20515,

: Dcaer;Chammn:- .

This s hmmﬁmp:emusrespommthsmmmeessubpmofmn
©201), and;you:lcttuoﬂms,mll mlaﬂnngwauonFastandFmous, .

Wcmdchvmngmdaytomafﬁccan additional 39 pagwofmatmal. These

documents bear limited redactions to protect specific details about pending fnvestigatlons,
ibchuding text that would identify tasgets and sensitive technigues, plus inforination relating to
line employees. Even with the redactions, many of these documents contain non-public material

anda:enoupgmpnateforpubhcdmlom
We hope this mfonmtwnzshdpfulandlookforwa:dto woﬂungmththeComnuueeas
thzsmaﬂaroommncs. ‘
Sincerely,

'Ronald Weich
: Assistant Attorney General
ec: 'l'haHnmrablc Eh_}ahClmlm.mgs
: Ranking Member



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affdirs

Office of the Assistaut Aftoeney Geabeal. Waskington, D.C. 20530

July 1, 2011

Chairman,

Commitysé on chrszgktandGcwammm:Rcform
U.S. Hause of Representitives

-Washingmn,l)c 20515,

Dear Mr. Cha:rman
' Thissupplmtsowmﬁnsrespoummdm%mmﬁxssuhpmoﬂfmﬁl
2011, and:yoir letter of Jure 8, 2011, relsting to- Operation Fast and Furious.

- Mpmmmmmmszmeim Pursnant to our-agreemient with
Comm@e%%%mhngad&whwwmybmoﬁm Thése documeénts béar
mwmwﬁ‘cmmmmmmm incloding text that

would idéentify targets-and seasifive techaiquss, phs information relatig to line employees.
of these documents contain non-public matetial and are not

Even. with the redactions; many
appropeiate for public disclosure. Inresponse to requests from Chairmen Smith and Leaby, we
. also will provide thess docaments to the House Conimitiee 6n the Judiciary and the Senate
Commmeeanﬂ:eJudmsry respectively.
L Wehﬂpﬁ&wmﬁmanonmhelpfuimdbokfomdtowomngmmﬂw&mﬁwas
Sincerely,
Ronald Weich
Assistant Attomey General
Enclosors

we:  The Honorabls Elijsh Cmnmmgs
Ranking Member



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affairs

Offics of the Asshstant Attomney Geatral Wshingion, D.C.. 20530

July 5, 2011

The Honorabls Darrell E. Issa:
Chaifman, .
Committes.on Oversipht snd Gavermiment Refor

U.S, House of Represeatatives:
Washmgton, DC 20515
Dear Mr. Chgirman:

This supplements our previous responses to the Commitiee’s subpocna.ofMathl
2011, and Your letter of Jumo 8, 2011, relating to Operation Fast and Furious. -

Wearc-m today Toyour office sn additional 18 pages ofmaterial: 'Ihese
Mmbmﬁnﬁwammmpmmspmﬁcﬁm about pendmgmhga&ons,
ncluding textthat wauld {denfify fargets and sensitive fechnijues; plus infermation selating to-
line employses. Inaddltmmhavemdacﬁedthcpwﬁmofmnlu-wbjectdmmmtsthatm
not zesponsive to your request. Even with the redactions, many of these documents conttain non-

pubhcmtamlandarcnotappmpnataforpublwdxsclnm

In response to requests from Chairmen Smith and Leahy, we also will providethése.
docuinénts o thi6 House Committee on the Judiciary aud the Senate- Committes-on the Judiciary,

-rcspecnvefy
. W%hopefbxsmformam';nmhclpfﬁlmdtook fomrardmworhng wiﬂitheCotmmtzeeas
thic. mattermnunnas. _ .
Sincerely, .
Ronald Weich
Assistant Attorney Geners]

Enclosures

et The Honorable Elijah Cummmgs
Ranhng Member ‘



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the- Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530

July 6, 2011

“The Honotehle Darell E. [ssa

Chairman .
Caramiitce oo Oversight and G&vmm Reform

U.8. House of Represtntatives |
Washifigton, DC 20515 :

Tﬁissupplemwtsompmwousrssponmtothc&mm;m s subpocna of March 31,
2011, andyuurleﬁwof!mcs 2011 relatmgto Operation Fast and Furious.

Wemdcﬁvmtodayanaddmonallépageaofmmﬂ Thmduazmmtsbaar
mmmmmmwmmmmgmmmmmmm
would identify targets and sensitivetachniques, plus nformation selsting 1o line employess.
Evéni with the redictions; ridny of thiese docimEnts confain non-pablic matesial and ate tot
. appropriste for publiv disclasure. In fespanse o requests from Chairmen Smith and Lealty, we

mﬂmﬁmdmmmmmmﬁw}u&mwmtﬁ:w
: Comnume on the Judiciary, reépa:twely

| Wehavealsa located an addifions] 9 pages oflaw-eufomem:mscasmvema:malthatm
are prepared ta make available at the Departinent for review by Committes staff. Thereare .
significant redartions of nbn-responsive text jo several multi-subject documents and limited

redactions of taxt that would disclose specific detsils about the pending investigation. The
@mwﬁlﬂmbemudcwaﬂabbfnrmewnmnepmt by staff of the House

Commniittes on the Judiciary and tthenataCanmmae on the Judiciary.

‘We hope this mﬁmnonmhnlpﬂ;!mdlookﬁormdmwcrhng m:httu:Comnumeas
thxsmatﬁermnnnues.

Sinccrcly,—_-

Ropald Weich
Assistant Attornsy Genaeral
Enclosure

¢! The Honorable Elijah Cmmnmgs
Ranking Member =~ °



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legistative Affairs

Offien of the Assistant Attoracy General Washingten, D.C. 20530

Taly 7, 2011

" The Honorable Darrel] B, Issa

Chairman
Contimittes-on Oversight and Goveriment Reform

ULS. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

“This lmmﬁwmmmspammﬁn&mm smbpomaofMamh?d
2014, andyaurlettcroffancs 2011, relating to Opieration FastandFrmm. ,

Wcmdehmingmdaymywnf‘ﬁceanad&uonal%pagmofmatm These
_ mmmmmmwmmmmmmmm,
incloding text that would identify tirgets and sensitive techniiques, pins information relating to
line.employees:. Inaddition, we hizve redacted from a malti-subject document text that is not
responsive 1o your requests, Even with.the redactions, many of these documents contain non-
public matérial and are not appropriate-for public discloswe. In résponse to requests from
Chairmen Smith and' Leahy, waisovnl!pmﬂdethesedommemmtthouscCommmeem
the Judiciary and the Senate Commiittes on the Judiciary, respectively.

We hope this information is helpful and lookforwardtoworkmgmﬂlﬁn Committee ag
this matxﬂ'eannnues. o

, Sincerc!y?,

Roneld Weich
Assistant Attorney General
Enclosures

cc:  The Honorable Elijah Cumimings
Ranking Minority Mémber



U.S, Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Assistant Attoracy General Washinglon, D.C. 20530

Tuly 8, 2011

The Honomble Damrell E. Issa

Chairman ‘
Committee on Oversight and Govmmtkafm :

U.S. House of Representatives | .
Washmgon.DC 20515 !

Thmsupplmnmtsomprmmmsmmtht@mm s subpoena of March 31,
2011, andyourwt-.roﬂune 8, 2011, relating to Operation Fast and Farious.

Wears deliy """"';tadayfoyam'oﬂineanaddmanul 15 pages of material. These
MmbﬁrMﬂMmeﬁcmmpﬁmmmﬁmm
including text that'vesuld identify targets and sensitive fechniques, plus foformation relating to
line employees. Tradition; wis bavé redactsd from a tiulti-subject documient text that is not
respansive to your requests. Even with the redactions, many of these documents contain non-

public material and dré ot appropriate for public disclosure. In response to requests fiom
Chairmen Smith and Leahy, we also will provide these documents to the House Committes on

t!mJudlcimy znd the Senm‘n Commitiee on the Judiciary, respectively.

: Wchnvaa!sofocaxedanad&iﬁamnpawoflawmfomanentsmstnvcmamalthatwe
are prepared to-make available af the Department for review by Committee staff. Thereare
. limited redactions of text that weuld disclese specific details about the pending investigation,
mmmummu@mammmmbymﬁummm .
- Committes onﬂ:cJudmxmyandtthcnatcComm:ttee on the Judiciary. .

Wb hopetbxsmformauogisbelpﬁli and look forward to working with the Commifiee as'

C . Sincerely,
Ronald Weich
7 Assistant Attomey General
Enclosures

cc:  The Honorable Efjsh Commings
R ! - ! [. ﬁ:tyM l~.



US. Departient of Justice

Office of Legisiative Affiirs

Washington, D.C. 20530

July 11, 2011

. The Honorable Darcell E: Issa
Chairmen
Cnmmxﬂcemﬂmgﬁim&eovemmmtkefom

U:S. House of | affves

This supplemcn!s ompmousmsponmm‘dzc Commee ] Subpocna ofMarch 31,
2011, anﬂyourlwa-oﬂuﬂc 8,2011 relating to Operation Fast and Furious. ‘

' Wearedehvenngtodaytoyom office an additional 125 pages of material. These:

. documents bear limitéd redactions to protect spesific datails about pending investigations,
inchiditig txe that would identify targiets and sensitive technigués, plus information reliting to
line emplogees. Iv-addition, we have redacted from multi-subject documents text that is ot
responisiva to-your réquists’. Evert with the redactions, many of these documents contain non-
paﬁhcmatmalaﬁd,mnotappmpm for public. disclosize. In response to reguests from'

. Chairmen Smith and Leahy, we alsg will provide thesé documents to the House Committee on
theJudmaryandﬂwSenmCmnmﬁeeonthemdmm respectively. -

We bave also locsted an addxt:onaitwapagﬁoﬂawnibrcement msmvemaﬁmalﬂ:ai
we aré prépared o make available at the Départment for review by Coinmitte staff. Therears -

Jimited redactions of mrbax woxﬁd d:sclosc spec:ﬁcdmls about the pending investigation. In
that-is.1 requests has heeg redacted from a muhi-subject

-addition, text your
documznt. mcdocmmsmllalsabemademhble for review at the Department by staff of
the House: Comiiiittes oft the Judiciary éind the Senate Committee on the Judxcxary

. Wehopetlusmfnunanonmhclpﬁﬂmdlookfommﬂmwrhngmmﬁmmmmmas'
thxsmattereonﬁnuw

Sincerely, -
Ropald Weich
Assistant Attomey General

i

Enclosores

¢c:  The Honoreble Elijah Cumm.tngs
' Ranking Minority Munbér



US. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affairs

Washbigion, D.C. 20530
Tuly 13,2011

The Honorable Darrell E. Issa
Chairman .
Committer on Oversight and Gaovernment Reform
U.S. Houseof

Washington, DC' 20515

mswpplemenrscwpmwsmspnnswmthc&mmﬁw ssubpoenaofMamhﬂ
2011, and your letterof Juns 8; 2011, relatmgtoOpmauanFastandFmimls.

We are delivering today to your offics an additional 74pagasofmawml These

dwummbmlmmmﬁmswpmmwﬁcdmﬂsmmgmvwﬂgﬂm
mchﬂmgtmatha:muldxdennfymmmdmwtechmqm. plus information relating to
line éroployees. In addition; we haye redactsd Gom multi<subjéct dacuments text that is not
tesponsive 1o your reqsiasts, Even with the redactions; many of these documents contain noa-
public material and gre nét appropeiate for public disclostre, Infesponse b retuests from.
Chajfiniesi Smith and Lishy, we also will provide these docuiments to the House Cotnnittee on
theIudlmmyandtthcnmCormnmeeOuﬂmMcury respectively.

We havealso bcatedanaddmonalmncpagcsoﬂawmfomemm:mawmmm

mmmmmm%lcﬂﬁebmbrmwmmﬁ There aro
Hmwdmdmmofmthm“wmmmmﬁwmhmqmsmdwﬁc&mﬂsaﬁmﬂ&
_pending investigation. In addition, text that is not responsive fo your requests huis been redacted

ﬁomanmm-»snbjwtdocxmmt “The documsnts will als6 bemads ivailable for reviswatte—

Department by staff of the House Committee on the Judiciary and the Senaté Committée on the

~ Judiciary.
Wehtspcﬁusmformamntshdpfnl md look Forwerd to working with the Committee as

this matter continues,
, Simm:iy.

Romald Weich

Assistant Attorney General
Enciasm

ce:  The Honorable Eljjah Cummings
Ranking Minority Member



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affsirs

Warkington, D.C. 20330

Apeil 8, 2011

The Honorsble Damrell Isss

Chairman

Committes on Oversight and Government Reform
United Btates House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 :

‘This responds to your jetter dsted March L&,Mll.andmmbpomimedmm
31, 2011, to Kenmeth Mefson, Acting Director of the *s Bureau of Alsobol, Tobasco,
F&ummd&:phdm(;\m Your lcter and subpoens requested documents and other
information eoncerning, among othier things, the pending crimina! investigition ondettaken by
ATkawnqumnonFadmdelmumdtbamdmgmhﬂmeﬁpﬂmmthe
shooting death of Customs and Border Protzction (CBP) Agent Brian Terry.

To date, our scarch has located severul law enforcement sensitive documents responsive
to the requests in your letter and the subpocnia. ‘We have substantial confidentinlity interests in
these documents bocanse they contsln informstion about ATF strategies and procedures that
could be used by indtviduals seeking to evade our law eaforcement efforts. 'We are prepared to
make thiese documents, with some redactions, avaitable for toview by Committes staffat the
Department. Iheywﬂlbwwdmmmprmhﬁmuﬁunabm ing criminal
hwmmmmwmmmldeﬁbmﬁmwkwmmtmm
ocmmunications with foreign government representatives. In addition, we notified Committes

staff that we hitve identified certain publicly availsble documents thst ate responsive.
Committee staff infonned us that, for now, they do not want us to produce such documents. Our

search for records responsive to your letter and the subpoens is continuing and we will
supplement this response when additiona)] informstion becordes svailsble.

Wemﬁhmmﬁmhﬁmwmnmmﬁnﬁngwyofyourmm_

scck records refating to ongoing criminal investignations. Based npon the Departazent’s fong-

standing policy regarding the confidentiality of ongoing criminal investigations, we arc sotina
podtonmdiadoumhdommn.mrmwcmuﬁmmdwmeumdmﬂsmw

investigative files. This policy is basod on our strong need to protect the independence

ongoing
and effectiveness of our law enforcement cfforts. The enclosed May 17, 2000 letter from
Attormey General Reno 1o Senptor Hateh, then-Chairmen of the Senate Judiciary Commitive,

provides a fuller statement of the rationale for this policy, a3 well as its leagthy and nonpartisan

— e e



The Honorable Darrell Issa

Page 2

history. Within those constraints, we would apprzciate the opportunity to confer with Committee
staff to explore other options to accommadate your interests and Jook forward o working with
you reganding the Information you seck.

Your letter also asks certain questions, and reflects certain assumptions, concerning
Operation Fast and Furious that we are presently unable to sdddress because they relate directly to
an ongoing investigation. Wcuumy,howm,ﬂmOPenﬂmmedFmousisamml
Investigation of an extensive gunktrafficking enterpeise.” The purpese of the investigation |s to
dismantle a transnational believed to be responsible for trafficking weapons into
Mexico, in part by prosecuting its léadership. The investigation is led bya dedicated team of
United States Atieney’s Offics prosecutors und ATF agents. These-efforts have already resulted
hmm&mmmgzommmmmmmmmmdmm

contimiibg,
Mexican drug cartels are a significant organized crime threat, both to the United States
and to Mexico. According to the Department’s 2010 National Drug Threat Assessment, these
cartels present the gingle greatest drug trafficking threat to the United States, Mexican cartels
use vieknce 10 control drug trafficking comidors, through which drugs flow north into the United
States, while guns and cash flow south to Mexico. violance in Maxico was
mummaumnmummdmmwmam For
calendar year 2009, mmmm 9,635 nurders in Mexico resulting from
agmmdmcmddrugmﬁckmg-mhuuuofsommummbaofmdmh
2008 and three times the 2,837 killed'in 2007, In part becanse Mexican law severely restricts
.gmownmhp,hlmnwadm;hﬁ&mmu&ndymmmmmanuw

States into Mexico.

: Swpmgﬁ:eﬂowofwwonsmnﬂubmkrianwdm is a challenging task given
the resources of the cartels and the castels’ use-of sophisticated rafficking organizations to move
firearmy across the béinder. These trafficking organizatisas typically Involve the use of straw
purchesers, who' purthase the weapons riot for themselves, but with the purpose of transferring
them to others who then factitate theirmovement acrosa the border to the cartels.. Amiong the
chaltenges in investigating a trafficking organization is developing sufficiént zvidence to prove
that perticular rearm purcheses are, in fact, unlawfhl straw purchases. As you know, it Is legal.
for a non-prohibited person to purchase an undimited mumber of fireerms from a licensed gun
dealer.and then to sell or barter those firearms to another person.

Aﬂeyﬂcmhwhmrﬁsﬂabomhowq:mmmedmmmmm
conducted. As you note, at the request of the Attorney Genersd, the Department of Justice’s
Office of the Inspectoi General DOJ-0IG) is sow investigiting those aflegations. Your letrer
asks about DOJ- OIG'ulihtytohmd!ethumqunymmmdepeandoqwﬁvemm

'wmumm&mmmmmwmummmpa
‘Gunranner, which is the broader initistive to deal with weapons irafficking along the Southwest Border

As was recently aotod by the Congressional Research Service, “{als of March 2010, ijwtmmwhdhdm
the arvest of 1,397 defendants - 850 of which had beon convicted -~ dnd the selzuee of over 5,658 frearms.”
Conpressional Research Smeenepmmzm Mexico-U.S. Relations: fmwaamFe&ucyls 2011,

st 9.




The Honorable Darrell Issa

Page 3

The enclosed letter to Senator Grassiey, dated March 16, 2011, from the acting Chairperson of

 the Integrity Committee of the Council of Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency
{CIGIE), responds to similar questions raised by Senator Grassley. CIGIE's response to Senator
GusdcydumhesDOI-OiGs"amoddoﬁndepeudm,objwwity aid above al, inkegrity in
every aspect of its daily pursuits.” The response goes on to stat that DOJ-OIG has “fully carned
an unquestioned reputation for successfully addressing highly difficult and sensitive cases, and
deserves the trust and confidence of the public. Further, its prior involvement in areview of a
portion of the same ATF program can peoperly be viewed, not 23 an impediment o objectivity,
but rather 2% an oppertunity for the DOJ-OIG staff 1o have obtained familiarity with the subject-

© matter snd working environment that woukd be used advantageously in the investigation
reguested bydeuomeyGemL"‘

Finsily, ywbﬂeruhahmuihcshmhngdeﬂhofCBEAgmthTmy The
Departmient, with the Federal Buresu of Investigation. leading the effort, is investigating the
shooting desth of Agent Terry. ATF has sssisted in that investigation and the United States
Allomey’s Office has assigned senior prosecators to the aase. ' We are dedicated to holding

AgmtTary‘skﬂlgcrhﬂasmpondblcdnughﬂnmml;mﬁwmmany
We are not in 8 position to provide additional inforination at this timie reganding

underivay; it
thmwnvecﬂmmﬂwmﬁgaﬂmfwﬂnmmfo:ﬂubowmdinﬁnmhwdm
General Reno Jetter,

. 'We hope thiy mfomsﬁbsiishtlpful. Plusc do not hesitate to contact this office if we
may provide add#tional information regarding this, or any other, mater,
Tt

Stncersly,
W‘ <

2; Assi:iamAﬁnmy General
Enclosures .

cc:  The Honorable Elijah E, Cumnmings -
Ranking Minority Membier .




UNITED STATES OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT
Washington, DC 20415

March 16, 2011

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley
Ranking Member

Commiftee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Grassley:

This is in response to your letter of March 8, 2011, to Kevin L. Perkins, in his capacity as Chair
of the Integrity Committee of the Council of Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency
(CIGIE). You expressad concern that the Department of Justics’s Office of Inspector General
would not be able to apply a publicly acceptable level of independence and objectivity in
mmngomarmewtha:ﬂmAmnwy Genera] had requested it to perform regarding an
operation of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF).

" In accordance with the Integrity Committee"s rules; because this matter involved the DOJ.OIG,
Mr. Perking, as en official of the FBI and other Justice Department staff recused themselves from
any involvement in this matter. Accordingly; as the Committee’s senior member, I am acting as

Chairperson for this case.

At a special meeting called on March 14, 2011, to consider the isspes identified in your letter, the
membership conchuled unanimously thet neither the Committee’s authorizing statite nor its
internal rules znd procedures appiy to the matters you identified. The Coramittee’s jurisdiction,
as defined by section 7(3)(1) of the Inspector Genera] Reform Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-409,
October 14, 2008), is to “receive, review, and refec for investigation allegations of wrongdoing
that are made against Inspectors General and staff members.” In this context, the Committes
has consistently interpreted its mandate to extend only to quastions of improper or wrongful
conduct an the part of individuals occupying positions of significant responsibility in Inspector
General offices, and then, as required by the statute, make recommendations, where appropriate,
10 the Chair of the CIGIE. However, your sistement of reasons why “the public may be unable
to trust that the DOJ-OIG is completely disinterested and independent™ appears to involve
concerns of an institutional ar organizational nature, about which the Committee is not
empowered to act.  Farthenmore, the IC has no suthority to mandate the recusal of an Office of
Inspector General,

However, as the name Inegrity Committes implies, scenarios may occur from time to time that
cause the membership 1o comment in a manner that goes beyond the chartered structure, Your
stated reservations about the suitability of the DOJ-OIG to properly investigate the Project
Guniunner case present one of those instances.

www.epgm. g0y m.uujnbt.n;



Honorable Charles E. Grassley 2
While that office is currently headed by an acting Inspector General, the organization, managed
for many years by former Inspector General Gienn Fine, has established itself as a mode] of
independence, objectivity, and above all, integrity in every aspect of its daily pursvits. It fully
earned an unquestioned reputation for successfully addressing highly difficult and sensitive

 cases, and deserves the trust and confidence of the public. Further, its prior involvement in a
review of a portion of the same ATF program can properly be viewed, not as an impediment to
objectivity, but rather ag an opportunity for the DOJ-OIG staff to have obtained familiarity with
the subject-matter and working environment that would be used advantageously in the
investigation requested by the Attorney General. Thus, although an Inspector General from
another agency could feasibly conduet this work, it would face g leaming curve that might
involve some delay in completing the assignment, Finally, it-appears that the belief DOJ-OIG
was not responsive o disclosures made by an ATF agent may have been initially reached
without obtaining information from that office.

If you have any questions or need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me on
(202) 606-1200.

Sincerely,
Aok £ |
Patrick E. McFarland



Office of the Aftornep Geneval
Washington, B. € 20530

May 17, 2000

The Bonorsble Orin G. Hatch
Chalrman
Commitice on the Judiciary
Unfted Stades Senate

Washiegton, D.C. 20510
Dear Mr. Chairman:

This responds to the Committee’s subpocos, received on May 12, 2000, seeking certein
wmmmmmﬁmm {“Loral") and Huglves
Elactronics Corporstion (“Hoghes™). We intend fo coopersie folly with the part of the subpoens.

nﬁuMm&eMMoﬂhonMMme
. regarding the Presidential waiver in 1998 to permit Loval 40 export » suiullits to the Pooples®

Republic of China (“PRC"). We cannot, however, comply with the part of the subpoena secking
(e files of the United Staics Attomey's Offico for the District of Columbis ("U.S. Attormey™s -
Office™) fix its open criminal investigation into the separte matter of the role Loral and Hughes
mhummummwumcmmmwmohm
Isnch from the PRC eattier that yoar.”

Providing open criminal investigative files to Congress would undermine public and
mumhﬂumw“dwﬂhhmwmuudﬂn
WMOEMWWMWW
. shout pending investigations. This policy is nefther now noc pastisan. It is based on the
longsianding bellef of top Department officials, both Demnocrat and Republican alfke, that the
Department’s sbility to discharge its rosponsibilitics for the fadr adminstration of justice would

* The closed CFTC investigation and the open U.S. Attomey's Office investigation have
always been completely separste. Tha ULS. Attomey's investigation is directed only tovwards the
possible technology transfer in 1996 and not o any mattess conceming the 1998 walver or the
poasiblc impact of campeign contributions on the granting of walvers to lanech satollites oc on
which ageocy should have jurisdiction over licensing docisions for sstellite launches, The
Department has siready provided the Committee with more than 400 pages of documents
. relating 1o the CFTC investigation, inchuding all documents we have identified that are
" responsiye to subparagreph B of the Commitiee’s subpoens, and we are continuing to search for

responsive docunonts.



Faﬂﬂisgugg Congress of open investigative files, Almost 60 years ago, )

ggwog g%ﬁsﬂgﬁwﬂqg of his predecessors,
informed Congress that: ,
Itis Bnﬂoa.nga_.&obnvlg 3, restated now with the approval of and at the

divection of the President, that all investigative gﬁ%ﬁ&&&ﬂﬁﬁa
of the executive depariment of the Government, to aid in the duty laid upon the

mﬂmﬁ__wﬁagﬂ 10 “take care that the Laws be fa a&...u executed,”
and that congressionat or public access to them would not be Boucamnrsaar

o Op st Ke

?%iﬁuﬂ&-gsﬁgnﬁg a 1986 pub| Eoﬂﬁeﬁ
of the Offica o rﬁg&gﬁagsg osna _.n g»ﬁ!«.

_c
493A§ g.nooﬁauot._ E-%El!ainun 8&8&3&%;
Eigﬁm&%%g%?g?-
o

in
o ~ Pramers of the Constitution regerded the combination of the powers of govesnment as “the very

definition of tyraneyy.” The Foderalist No, 47, at 301 (Madison) (Clinton Rossiter od., 1961).
gigggggagﬁui Tegisinto and the

" power to exoouto the faw, Thoy agrood with Mantesquicu that “there can bo 50 Hberty” “[wJhen

egﬁigﬂisiﬂgggﬂgw I, st 303,

: ?gaimr. fthe U.3. Attomey's Office’s open criminal investigation,
- which {s apparenty what is sought by the Committec*s asﬁ..uﬂmxaaﬁ&g



~

from & law enforcement perspective &9 well, Such # disclosure would reveal the investipative
reports and other evidence that has been coftected in the investigation, as well as the imtemal

documents setting out investigmive sirategics and plans. These materials would provide

a "road map™ of the ongolng Investigation to fhe targets of the investigation and to anyone elsc
with access to them. As Attorney Oeneral Jackson observed:

Disclosure of the {law enforeement] reports could not do otherwise than
seriously prejudice law enforcement. Counsel for a defendant or & prospective
defendant, covld have no greater help than to know how much or how little
Information the Govemnment has, and what witnesses or sources of information
it can rely upon, This is exactly whet thesc reports are intended to contain,

Jackson Op. at 45.

The Committes’s sabpoens would efso require the Depertment to produce grand jury |
material covered by the non-disclosure provision of Rule 6(¢) of the Federal Rules of Criminal
Procedure, As you know, the production of amry such material would be in violation of the taw.
Thus, while we would cbviovaly remove grand jury material from the scope of any production,
the remzining documents thel were responsive to the Committee's subpoens would still provide a
“road mup™ ofapaﬁonoftbebepumﬁ«hnnﬂinvaﬁmm

We have received no statement oo behalf of the Committee as to why it belicves {thas
aneed for documents relating to this cugoing criminal investigation. We understand that
proponcats of the subpoena may coplend that the U.S. Asomey's Office s not i
quickly enough, or that it does not intend to seek an indictment even if the cvidence and
Principics of Federal Prosecution suppost coe. Thds speculation is entirely without merit, as the
U.S. Attomey’s lettors to Senstor Specter, deted April 21 snd May 10, 2000, have previously
explained, T any event, the Framers sought to svoid such conternporancous second-guosting
of the exacutive tranch by the legislative branch through the separation of powers principie. In
light of that principle and the dangers to the criminel fustice system it is designed to forestall, we
MMdeMMMMhMJmmM

investigation to Congress.

In closing, [ appreciste the fact that you bave expressed & willingness to consider sn -~
mmmuwdmmmm»awmum
impuct oo the opon case ks possible.™ When it comes to ongoing cthninal investigatioos,
however, | do not believe that an accommodation along the lines you might envision is possibic



that would not do violence 1o the parxmount interests set forth above.  Nonetheless, as always,
1 would be happy wdm&bmwmmmamdcmamvewsof

satisfying your oversight needs.
Sincerely,
Mé/
Janct Renc

cc:  Honomable Arica Specier

Honorable Robert G, Torricelli
Honorsble Charles B, Graasley



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legistative Affairs

Washingion, D.C. 10530

June 2, 2011

The Honorahle!)m'eﬂ E. lssm

Commmu on Oversight and
Government Reform

U.S. Housoe of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

This follows up on conversations with yoor steff ebout the Committee's imterest in
records of the Department”s Bureaus of Aleobol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF),
consisting of bricfing books prepared for Acting Director Melson®s visits fo the Phoenix Ficld
Office in 2010 and Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETT) reports
regarding the Fast and Purious investigation from 201 0.

Wehw(dmﬁﬁdmmmbmﬁ':wqmm”mmw we have
already provided 51 mwmhebmmﬁm The Department has substantis]

confidentiality interests i the remaining documcots because they contain Isw enforcement
sensitive infonnation. Acting Director Melson®s beicfing materials contain information about
Fast end Furious as wel] as other ongoing investigations in the Phoesix Field Office. The
OCDETF documents inglude details shout the background and status of Fast and Furious at the
tms the reports were written.  'With limited redactions, we beficve that we can maks these
documenty avallpble for your steff’s review without compromising our law enforcement efforts.
While the matefials are nol resposive to yoar previous roquests, we recognize that they are quite
pertinent (o the Commiittee oversight intorests that you have articolated and we are prepared to
provide your staff access to them at the Department at any convenicat time,

We bope that this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if
we can provide additional assistance regarding this or any other matrer,

Sincerely, -

M e\

Romald Weich-
Assistant Attorpey Geners]

cc:  The Honorable Elijah Cummings




from: siske, Eaward N. c00a) TN (5 |

Sant: friday, October 23, 2009 £:09 AM

To: [DE_| Melson, Kenneth &, (A7 ISR (ATF); Hoover, Willam J, (ATE); Leonhart
Michele M.; Harrington, T. L {FBI); Perkins, Kevin L (FBI; Carlin, John (FBI); Clark, fshn
{USMS}) DIR; Fahey, Sesn (USMS); Harley G. Lappin; Dalius, Wilkam {(BOPY; Jarratt,
Marshall (USAEO); Derden, Tenry (USAEQ); Nash, Stuart (ODAG]: Jones, B Todd
{USAMN); Hewitt, Karen (USACAS}: Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Fouratt, Greg (USANM);
Murphy, Jobn E. (USATXWY); Johnson, Tim (USATXS) 7

Ce: Delery, Stuart ¥. (ODAG); Ruemmier, Kathiyn {ODAG); Vogel, Miriam (ODAG, Brinidey,
Winnils; Williams, Tani {ODAG) .
Subject: Southwest Border Strategy Group

Attachments: DOJ SWB Strategy Group (cire 10-23-09).wpd

Altached plaase find 8 memo from the DAG anncuncing the creation of the Southwest Border Stratagy Group -~ & senior-
level, internal DOV working group that wikl provida the vahicle for coordinating policy, muumundopemﬂunﬂham
mgudmﬂuswamourwamemmmaewnmmuofm

mmmihbmamlnnu al meeting of the Strategy Group this Monday, October 26th from 11:30 o
0k the DA prferance room (REK . Please let me know us $00n as possibls i you or your designse will be

mlntnlﬂu'nddlh.rhmnorhyphone Formmwhommtlnm,mwlﬂbewwhﬂngldmnmwm in
addition, we will be circuiating an agenda In advance of the meeting.

<<DOJ SWB Strategy Group (cire 10-23-09).wpd>>
‘Bdward Siskel

Associate Deputy Attomney General .

U.S, Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvmis Avmue. NW
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FORMATION OF THE SOUT ORD GY GRO

The Department of Justice has long recognized the magnitude of the law
enforcement chafienges arising along the Southwest Border and has sought to
address those challenges by combining the specialized expertise and authorities
of almost every law enforcement component in the Depariment, as well as
partnering with other federal, state, local, tribal, and Intemational law
enforcement organizations .

The jurisdictions immediately contiguous to the border find themselves In
a particularly difficult position. In addifion to pursulng the same range of fedaral
criminal priorities that are faced by juriadicions throughout the country, the five
U.S. Attomeys In the districts immediately adjacent to the border have additional,
significant responskliities — handling tens of thousands of reactive immigration
cases and border-relatad drug cases, enforcing federal law on the vast tracts of
Indian reservations within thelr borders, and bearing the brunt of the violence,
conuption, and drug- and weapons-trafficking perpetrated by the Maxican
cartels,

issues refated to our Southwssat Border are not, however, confined to the
bordar districts, inthe drug arena alone, NDIC intellgence reports indicate that
Maexican drug trafficking organizations maintain drug distribution networks or
supply drugs to distributors in at least 230 U.S. citles in 45 of the 50 states.
Imgnigration enforcement poses a challenge in every one of our jurisdictions,
from Arizona to Alaska. Flrearms illegaily transiting the Southwest Border have
been sourced to distribution outlets In nearly every stata In the union,

Mal I [ dination and Overaigh

With so many of the Dapariment's law enforcement components involved
In so many cooperative and independent offorts relovant to border-related
concems, it Is critical thai the Dapartment maintain a comprehensive policy and
a strategic approach that is effectively coordinated at the highest levels of
leadership. To hamess ali these disparate entities, maximize the effectiveness
of each, avold duplication, conserve scarce Depariment resources, and ansure
optimal coordination, all the Department components must hear, and then speak
" with, a single voice. Theymust have a single polnt of contact for poficy
development and strategic direction, not only amongst themselves, but aiso
within the inferagency. As cross-cutting Issues arise, other federal and state

with a role on the Southwest Border must have the same single point of

contact through which they may wosk to malntain a constant, unified,

whole-govemment policy.

Implementation of an effective overali Southwes! Border strategy must
include an assessment of the resource needs of all the components involved. it
must also Include a plan for how each component intends to achieve its goals In
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concert with the activity of every cther component. Each component must be
sensitive to the effect of its Initiatives on the averail mission, taking into
consideration the inktiatives of other law anforcament companents and other
agencias (both within and outside DOJ). For axample, before unilaterally
deploying significant additional personnel resources to a particular locals, an
Investigative agency should take into consideration how that will affect the
prosecutorial and judicial resource nesds In the relevant jurisdictions, as well as
the affect on other law snforcemant agencies. Similaty, components shouid
consider to what extant their resources may be more sfficiently deployed In
combination with cormesponding deployments by other componsnts in
muiti-agency task forcas.

This unified and coordinated approach to law enforcement within the
Department and betwaen the Depariment and its slster federai, state, local,
tribal, and Intemational pariners is tha best way to use the formidable resources
of the United States govemment. Rt is also the most effective way to decrease
the influence of the violent criminal enterprises operating along and across the
U.S.-Mexico border, whils enhancing the public safety of the entire region. By
coordinating the resources, expertise, and jurisdiction of law enforcemant
agencies focusing on drug enforcement, firearms and explosives trafficking,
fugiive investigation and extradition, bulk cash smuggling, and human trafficking,
the Department will maximize its abilty to attack every aspect of the criminal
activity that undermines the safety and security not only of our Southwest Border
comnunities, but also of the Nation as a whole.

The Southwest Border Strategy Group

The Department wili be implementing its Southwest Border effosts under
the ieadarship of the Attonisy General, with primary oversight by the Deputy '
Attomey General. To maximize the effective daployment of scarce resources,
the Deputy Atomey General wili convene a muit-component Southwest Border
Strategy Group ("Strategy Group”) that will coordinats the priorities and initiatives
eslabiishad by sach of the Departmant components into a coharent, mutually
reinforcing whole.  As mission requirements may esvolve, the Sirategy Group wil
be able to ensure a coordinated response from all Departmental components.

. The Southwest Border Strategy Group will assess existing capabiities,
Identify any gaps, and develop, on an annual basls, a consolidated Southwest

Border budget initiative,

The Southwest Border Strategy Group will ba given primary responsibllity
for developing and supervising the implementation of the Department of Justice
Strategy for Combating the Mexican Carlels, which is set forth in.a ssparate
document attached hereto. The Sirategy Group will also be responsibie for
developing and supervising other essentiai Departmental strategies along the
Southwest Border, such as Immigration anforcement, firearms trafficking,

2
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money-laundering, and non-cartel-ralated violence, end coordinating and
balancing these Deparimental priorites. To the extent that the Dapartment has
high-level strategy groups working on aspects of these issues - a. the Firearms
Trafficking Stratagy Group - this new Southwest Border Strategy Group wili be
the forum {0 coordinate and reconclie their respective [nitiatives and
recomnendations.
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The Southwest Border Stretegy Group wiil be chaired by the Deputy
Aftorney General. The Assistant Altorney General for the Criminal Divislon will
sorve as Vice-Chalr. in addition, the Strategy Group will consist of the following
individuals, or their designees:

Director, ATF

Administrator, DEA

Director, FBI

Director, LUUSMS

Director, BOP

Director, EOUSA

Director, OCDETF

U.S. Attomey, District of Arizona

U.S, Attorney, Southemn District of Callfornia”

U.8. Attomay, District of New Maxico

U.S. Attorney, Southem District of Texas

U.S. Attomey, Westem District of Texas

Chair, Atomey General's Advisoty Commitiee (AGAC”)
Chair, AGAC Subcommities on Controlled Substances and Asset
Forfeiture

Chalr, AGAC Subcommiitea on Border Security

The Strategy Group will have a Steering Committee made up of the
following individuais, or their designees:

Deputy Attomey General

Assistant Aifomey General, Criminal Division
Chalr, AGAC

Director, ATF

Administrator, DEA

Director, FBI

Director, OCDETF

The full Strategy Group will meet as soon &3 practicable after iis
annoumemmt. The Steering Committee will thett meet every two weeks with
the full Strategy Group meating on a quarteriy basis.
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Brinkley, Winnie NN on behalf of Ogden, David W. (ODAG)

Sent: Friday, October 23, 2005 6:03 PM :

To: Ruemmier, Kathryn (ODAGY; Delery, Stuart F. (ODAG); Siskel Edward N. {ODAG); Osuna,
Juan {(QV); Torrez, Raul; Breuer, Lanny A, (CRM); Raman, Mythili [CRM); Melson, Kenneth
E (ATF; I (ATF; Hoovar, Willlam J, (ATF); Leonhart, Micheie M; Mueller,
Robert S, I (FBI); Harrington, T. J, [FR1); Perkins, Kevin L (FBI); Carfin, John (FBD); Clark,
John (USMS) UIR; Fahey, Sean (USMS); Lappin, Harley G. (BOP); Dalius, Willism (BOPY;
Dodrill, D Scott (BOP); Jarmett, Marshall (SAEQ); Derden, Temy (USAEQ), Nash, Stuart
{ODAG); Burke, Dennls (USAAZ); Hewitt, Karen (USACAS); Fouratt, Greg (USANM);
Johnson, Tim (USATXS) 7; Murphy, John E. (USATXW); IEEENENEE (USVS)

From:

Ce Blanco, Xenneth [CRM); Weinstein, Jason [CRM); Swartz, Bruce {CRM)
Subject: RE: Southwest Border Strategy Group Meeting

Attachments: cartel.strategy2.wpd

On behaif of DAG Ogdan,

Egtiier today you recelved notice from Ed Sisket of the Inaugurs! mesting of the Southwest Border Strategy Group next
Monday, One of the itams that will be on the agenda for that mesting ls discussion, and, ¥ possibie, adoption, of the
Deparment's Stratagy for Combating the Mexican Carials. | am attaching hereto 2 dralt copy of the strategy. It reflects a
great deal of discussion with, and contributions from, many of your components over the past several months. The DAG
asks thet you come prepared with any specific suggeations or recommendations you may have related lo this document,

And here is the document to attach:
<<cartel strategy2. wpd>>

Winnle Srinkdey

Altendses: Ksthryn Ruemmisr, Stuart Delery, Ed Sisked, Juan Osuna, Raut Tomez, AAG Lanny Brouer/CRM, Mythill
Raman/CRM
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http://cartel.ftratDQy2.wpd
http://RcbrtS.ni

- 06 |
Ken Meison, Director, ATF, ‘ William Hoover

Michelie Leonhart, Administrator, DEA

Robest Muelier, Director, FB, T.J. Hagrington, Kevin Perking, John Carlin
Jobn Clark, Director, USMS, Sean Fahey _
Harley Lappin, Director, BOP, William Dalius, Scott Dodrill attending on behalf of Mr. Lappin
Marshall Jarrett, Director, EQUSA, Terry Dexden

Stuart Nash, Director, OCDETF ‘
Dennis Burke, ULS. Attorey, District of Arizona by telephone
Karen Hewitt, U.S. Attorney, Southern District of California’
Greg Pouratt, U.S. Attorney, District of New Mexico

‘Tim Jobnson, U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Texas by telcphone

Jobn Murphy, U.S. Attorney, Western District of Texss
Todd Jones, Chair, Attorney General’s Advisory Committee (“AGAC”)
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From: o5 Brinkey, Winnie <ENMMSSENINRN - on behalf of Ogden, David W, (ODAG)
o« >
be ] Monday, Octobar 26, 2009 10:09 AM
To: Ruemtnler, Kathryn (QDAG); Delery, Stuart F. (ODAG); Siskel, Edward N. (DDAG); Osuna,

Juan (QV); Torrez, Raul; Breuer, Lanny A. [CRM); Raman, Mythili {CRM}; Malson, Kenneth
E. (ATF); BN (ATF); Hoover, William J, {ATF); Leonhart, Michsle M; Muetier,
Robert 5., It (FBD; Harrington, T. J. (FE; Perkins, Kevin L. (FB; Carfin, John (FEI); Clark,
John {USMS) DIR; Fahey, Sean (USMS): Lappin, Harley 5. (BOP); Dalius, Wiliam (BOPY;
Dadrifl, D. Scott (BOP); Jarrett, Marshafl (USAEQ) Derden, Terry (USAED); Nash, Stuart
{ODAGY; Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Hewitt, Karen {(USACASY); Fouratt, Grog {USANMY,
Johnson, Tim (USATXS) 7; Murphy, John E. (USATXW); IR (USMS)

Cc Blanco, Kenneth (CRM); Weinsteln, Jason (CRM); Swartz, Bruce (CRM)
Subject: RE: Southwest Border Strategy Group Meeting

Attachments: Agerdia SWB Strategy Group Mtg 10-26-09 v2wpd

Ses attached agenda for the meeting.

<<Agena SWB Stratagy Group Mig 10-26-09 v2.wpd>»

Winnle Briniiey

Oudert, Bavid W, (QDAGY: Rusrmmier, Katwyn (OOAG); Deiery, S5al 2, Sighal, Edwird N, (OUAGY; Curs, Juan (OV); Torres, Raul: Braus,
Lanny A. (CRM); Raman, Nyl (CRM); Melson, Kerewth E. (ATF); {ATF} Hoover, Willam J. Laoniart, Michale ¥, (DEAAUS); Musler,
Robert 5. 11T (FI% Harvinglon, T, 3, (FBI); Parkins, favin L. (FBE); Cardin, John (PRI); Gk, John (USHS) DIR; Saan (LSMS); Lappin, Harley G. (BOPY;
mmmmmwmmmmmmm&mmmwmmmmw
CUSACAS); Fooratt, Greg (USANM); Johnson, Tim (USKTNS) 7; Murphy, John £, (USATXW); (USHS)
€ Blancm, Kenosth (CRMY, Weinsteln, Jason (CRM); Swartz, Bruce {CRM)

Whew: m,mamua%ummmumwmm&m;

Whers: Han REK a1l
w5 ]
Call In telephone #: and Pass Code #: I

Briefing materisis in binder - Tah 13. -

Attandaes: Xathryn Rusmmier, Stuast Delery, Ed Siskel, Juan Csuna, Raul Torrez, AAG Lanny Breuer/CRM, Mythill
Raman/CRM, Ken Blanco/CRM, Jason Wainsteln/CRM, Brucs Swat?/CRM

Ken Melson, Director, ATF, Williame Hoover

Michelle Leonhart, Administrator, DEA

Robert Mueller, Director, FBI, T.J. Harrington, Xevin Perkins, John Carlin

Johu Clark, Director, USMS, Scan Fehey . _

Harley Lappin, Director, BOP, William Dalius, Scott Dodrill attending on behalf of Mr. Lappin
Marshall Jarretit, Director, EOUSA, Terry Derden

Stuart Nash, Director, CCDETF

Dennis Burke,U.S. Attorney, District of Arizona by telephone

i
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-Karen Hewitt, U.S. Attomey, Southern District of California

Greg Fouratt, U.S. Attorney, District of New Mexico
Tim Johnson, U.S. Astorney, Southem District of Texas by telephone

Jobn Murphy, U.S. Attorney, Western District of Texas
Todd Jones, Chair, Attorney General’s Advisory Committee (“*AGAC™)
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AGENDA
Meeting of the Southwest Border Strategy Group
October 26, 2009 11:30 am - 12:30 pm

Opening Remarks
David W, Ogden,
Deputy Attorney General
Update on Merida 2.0 IPC Process
Lanny Breuer, _ ,
Assistant Attorney Generel for the Criminal Division
Brief Updates from Components
DOJ Strategy for Combating the Mexican Cartels

David W, Ogden

Next Steps
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Logan, Stephanie B {OiP)

From: Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG)

Sent: Friday, October 23, 2009 8:37 AM

To: Delery, Stuart F. {ODAG); Ruemmier, Kathryn {DDAG), Nash, Stuart (DDAG)
Subject: Draft Agenda for SWB Strategy Group Mtg Monday

Here is a draft agenda for the meeting on Monday. Stuart, can we sit down with David for a few minutes this mornlng to

talk through some issues in advance of the meeting?

Agenda W3
rategy Group Mtg

Edward Siskel
Associate Deputy Attorney Geueral
U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC. 20530

(0) 202.353.8878
I -5

Edward N Siskel@usdof.gov
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1.

I

AGENDA
Meeting of the Southwest Border Strategy Group
October 26, 2009 11:30 am - 12:30 pm

Opening Remarks

David W, Ogden,
Deputy Attorney General

Update on Merida 2.0 IPC Process

Lanny Breuer,
Assistant Attomey Generat for the Criminal Division

Reports from Components

ATF
BOP
CRM
DEA
FBI
USAOs
USMS

T & * & = 2 9

DOJ Strategy for Combating the Mexican Cartels

Ed Siskel,
Associate Deputy Attorney General

Stuart Nash,
Director, OCDETF

Strategy Group Committees and Next Steps

David W. Ogden
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A!varez‘ Groa (O"i}.

From: Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG)

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2008 9:24 AM

To: Long, Linda E :

Ce: Brinkley, Winnie; Delery, Stuart F. (ODAG); Nash, Stuart (QDAG)
Subject Next meeting of the SW Border Strategy (roup

Linda— The DAG wants to hold meetings of the SW Border Strategy Group every two weeks to begin with (these will taper
off fo once a month after a few meetings), so we need {0 schedule the next meeting. The first one was this past Monday,
s0 w0 weeks would be during the week of Nov. 8th. | am going io the ATF tracing cenier alt cay on Monday the Sth, so if
we could do it on Tuesday, 11/10 or Wednasday, 11/11, that would be best. We should alse check t make sure Lanny

Breuer [s available before finglizing the date and time. Thanks, Ed

Bdward Siskel

Associate Deputy Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC. 20530

(o) 202.353.8878 -
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gamI Steghanie B sOIPQ m—

Subject: Southwest Border Strategy Group Meeting
Location: Main RFK Bidg., Room 4411

Start: Mon 10/26/2009 11:30 AM

End: Mon 10/26/2009 12:30 PM

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Accepted

Organizer: Ogden, David W. (ODAG)

Required Attendees: Ruemmier, Kathryn (ODAG); Delery, Stuart F, (ODAG); Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG); Osuna,

Juan {CIV): To Raul; Breuer, Lanny A. (CRM); Raman, Mythili (CRM); Melson, Kenneth E.
(ATF); (ATF), Hoover, William J. (ATF); Leonhart, Michele M. (DEA-US),
Mueller, Robert S. il {FBY); Harrington, T. J. (FBI);, Perkins, Kevin L. (FBI); Cariin, John (FBI);
Clark, John (USMS) DIR; Fahey, Sean (USMS); Lappin, Harey G. (BOP); Dallus, Wilkam
(BOP); Dodrill, D, Scott (BOF): Jarrett, Marshall (USAEQ}; Derden, Terry (USAEQ); Nash,
Stuart (ODAG); Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Hewitt, Karen (U : Eourett, Greg (USANMY);
Johnson, Tim (USATXS) 7; Murphy, John E. (USATXW); (USMS)IE:'

When: Monday, October 26, 2008 11:30 AM-12:30 PM (GMT-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where; Mzin RFK Bldg., Room 4111

L SN T T )

b6 b6

Call in telephone #: -and Pass Code #:-

Attendees: Kathryn Ruemmier, Stuart Delery, Ed Siskel, Juan Osuna, Raul Torrez,

AAG Lanny Breuer/CRM, Mythili Raman/CRM

® 5 & & 5 & % 0 e 8 e

ken Melson, Director, ATF, JJJJJ william Hoover{b6
Michelie Leonhart, Administrator, DEA
Robert Mueller, Director, F8l, TL. Harzrington, Kevin Perkins, john Carlin

John Clark, Director, USMS, Sean Fahey

Harley Lappin, Director, BOP, William Dalius, Scott Dodrlll attendIng on behalf of Mr. Lappin
Marshall Jarrett, Dicector, EQUSA, Terry Derden

Stuart Nash, Director, OCDETF

Dennis Burke,U).S. Attorney, District of Arizona by telephone

Karen Hewitt, U.S. Attorney, Southern Distrlct of Califomia

Greg Fouratt, U.5. Attorney, District of New Mexico

Tim lchnson, U.S, Attorney, Southem District of Texas by telaphone

John Murphy, U.S. Attorney, Western District of Texas

Todd Jones, Chair, Attomey General’s Advisory Committee {*"AGAC")
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From: Newall, Wiliam D.

Sent: THBS% February 22, 2011 1:12 PM

To: ] L_“—“'l
Subject: FW: Per ATF bB, 7C
Categories: Red Category, Green Categoty

Bill Newell

Special Agent in Charge

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF)

ihﬁ‘ nix Field Dlvii'ﬁ {Arizona and New Mexico)

From: NN Per A7 56, 7C |
Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2011 10:56 AM
To: Newell, Willlam D.

Subject: PNV

er ATF b6, 7C |

ATF Natlonal Coordirsator
Southwest Border/Project Gunrunner

= l
From: Johnston, Deboran A, (ODAG)P
Sent: Tu 22, 2011 11

To: Per ATF b6, 7C |
Subject:

Gunrunner
2011-02 (Hag...

Deborah A. Johnston
Assoclate Deputy General
950 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20530

HOGR ATF 000850
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i) est - nner

Project Gunrunner, implemented in 2006 as ATF’s southwest border strategy, works in
conjunction with its domestic and international law enforcement partners to identify,
disrupt and dismantle the firearms trafficking infrastructure of transnational crumnal
organizations Operanng in Mexico and along the border.

'I‘nmagh Project Guarunner ATF bas targeted and prosecuted fircarms trafficking
organizations in all parts of the United States, from Minnesota to Florida to all our border
states, where ATT tracing data and intelligence has provided valuable leads in identifying

individuals bent on providing guns to the cartels.

Today, there are over 4,600 open Project Gunrunner investigations throughout the United
States looking into the firearm traffickers that facilitate such violence in Mexico.

Since its 2006 inception, ATF’s Project Gunrunner investigations have seized in excess
of 10,000 firearms and 1.1 million rounds of ammunition destined for Mexico.

In December 2009, ATF deployed Spanish eTrace, which allows our Mexican law
enforcement partmers and other Spanish-speaking nations to enter information about
recovered crime guns into ATF's National Tracing Center,

¢Trace allows law enforcement representatives to electronically submit firearm trace
requests, o retrieve completed trace results, and to query firearm trace-related data ina
real-time environment,

In response to the State Depariment funding of Integrated Ballistics Identification
Systems (1BIS) machines in Mexico, ATF has developed an international correlation
server for bilateral sharing of forensic evidence recovered in relation to shootings on both
sides of the border. In addition, ATF is developing & mobile IBIS capability that will
allow us to capture more forensic firearms identification from US law enforcement
agencies that now do not have access to the NIBIN program. NIBIN continues to be an
importent tool in the identification and investigation of active shooters domestically and

abroad,

Project Gunrunner proves that valuable investigative information is obtained when all
crime guns are traced, Numerous illegal purchasers have been identified and trafficking
networks investigated and prosecuted based on leads generated by eTrace.

Since 2009, ATF has tripled its Project Gunrunner personnel in Mexico which has
increased its capabilities for intelligence sharing and scene response. As a result, the
Government of Mexico is able to perfect additional cases and prosecute offenders.

A part of ATF’s Project Gunrunner contributions within the Merida initiative, ATF
continues to train Government of Mexico officials in firearms and expiosives

HOGR ATF 000852



identification, firearms tracing procedures, post blast investigations, crisis negotiations,
and the training and use of explosive detection canines.

» ATF has partnered with the Government of Mexico to create the Combmed Explosives
Investigation Team (CEIT). This team is a deployable, bi-national unit composed of
Mexican law enforcement officers, ATF Special Agents, and ATF Explosives
Enforcement Officers. The team responds to, and investigates, the rapidly increasing
number of incidents involving the use or recovery of improvised explosive devices
(IED’s) and Vehicle Bome Improvised Explosive Devices (VBIED's) in Mexico.

» ATF has partnered with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the
Government of Mexico to form the DC Arms Group. Based in Washington, DC, this
group is a multi-agency effort to coordinate strategic efforts of the participating agencies.

» Further Project Gunrunner statistics, FY 2006 — 2010 (only that information coded as
Project Gunrunner, not ATF as a whole):

o 2451 defendants were recommended for prosecution.

o 809 defendants were serving an average of 104 months in prison and an additional 260
were under the supervision of the court for an average of 39 months

o 300 additional defendants were convicted and are awaiting thelr sentence.

o 1,573 defendants (64% of all Gunrunner defendants recommended for prosecution) faced
_charges related to firearms trafficking. ‘

o ATF conducted 11,745 firearms licensee compliance inspections.

o ATF Industry Operations Investigators (IO[s) identified 92,871 firearms that FFLs could
not locate in inventory or sccount for by sale or other disposition. By working with
industry members, I01s located either the firearms or records to confirm the disposition
of 76,436, or 82% of the misging firearms.

o ATF’s 10]s reviewed over 1.75 million firearm transaction records to both validate their
correct and accurate completion as well as glean investigative leads regarding patterns of
purchases.

Success Stories:

» During aroutine FFL i tion in Houston, Texas, a Iarge-scale trafficki
was discov

Per ATF b7A
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Per ATF b7A

and 45 cartel gunmen. Thus far, 16 individuals have been charged with firearms
trafficking related charges and 13 have been sentenced.

> AnATF trace of a firearm recovered in Mexico revealed that the purchaser resided in
Minnesota and had purchased in excess of 100 firearms. ATF also determined that this
individual has numerous Mexico-11.S. border crossings near the dates of firearms
purchases, ATF also determined that this individual has had nearly $70,000 (non-
declared on taxes) wired to his bank sccount from Mexicean sources. ATF established a
Title III intercept on the individual’s cellular telephone. ATF then established & 1,400
mile surveillance tracking the individual to Laredo, Texas where ATF asked CBP to stop
the individual prior to crossing the border. Fourteen (14) firearms were recovered from
the vehicle. The Minnesota resident that ran the operation in the United States was
sentenced to 36 months imprisonment. As of 01/25/11, 18 individuals have been charged
in this investigation. ATF cooperation with GOM officials has led to several
prosecutions in Mexico as well as evidence recovery.
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Per ATF b6.7C
February 2011 (Prepared by 1)

HOGR ATF 000855



From: Hoover, William J.

" ""Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2010 7:18 PM

rd

To: Smith, Brad (ODAG) (SMO); Michalic, Mark (ODAG) (SMO)

CC: Melson, Kenneth E.

Subject: FW: Requested Documents

Attachments: December Fast and Furious BP Supplemental December 16 2010.docx; December Fast and
Furious BP for SAC (2} (2).docx

Brad and Mark,

t apologize for the format of the first documents ! forwarded. These should be better.

Thank you,
Billy
William J. Hoover

Deputy Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives
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REMARKS OF DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL DAVID W. OGDEN
PROJECT GUNRUNNER PRESS CONFERENCE
October 1, 2003

Good maming. I am happy to be here today with ATF Acting Director Melson
and our partners in state and local law enforcement to highlight the real successes of
Project Gunrunner and sonounce our plans to build upon those accomplishments. This
administration and this Justice Department have made protecting the integrity of our
Southwest Border a top pricrity. That means stemming the tide of illegal drugs and
ilegal immigration across the border into the United States, and it means continving our
efforts here in Houston and along the border to stop the flow of illegal firearms from the
United States to the drug cartels in Mexico.

Since March, when we announced our Southwest Border Stratagy, we have taken
concrete steps to disrupt and dismantle these cartels. Just last month, in Brooklyn and
Chicago, we announced major drug-trafficking charges ageinst 43 individuals including
leaders. members, and associates from a number of these deadly drug cartels such as the
Sinaloa Cartel, the Federation, the Juarez Cartel, and Los Gueros, As we know all too
well, the cartels’ distribution networks in the United States help move these dangerous
drugs from the border to neighborhoods across this country.

[n addition to bringing these intelligence-driven, prosccutor-led cases aguinst
cariel leaders and associstes, the President’s National Southwest Border Counternarcotics
Strategy includes millions in Recovery Act funds to fight crime and drug trafficking, a
new arms trafficking working group, and new formal egresments with our partners at the
Department of Homeland Security, law enforcement, and the government of Mexico to
increase cooperation that is vitally nasded as we carry out ¢his fight on severzl fronts.

Qur colleagues in some areas of Mexico face unprecedented levels of violence,
due in Jarge part (o their valiant efforts to confront these dangerous and powerful cartels
and their success in doing so. As efforts to disrupt and dismantle these powerful cartels
gain momentum, the cartels have struck back with violence and terror. But thisisnota
problem Mexico alone must face. The drugs flow north into our communities and
contribute to violence here and harm public health and safety and we know weapons from
the United States flow south and are used in these viclent attucks. Sc we must stand with
Mexico as strong partncrs. It {s the right thing to do and the only way to win this fight.

And thanks to the Ameri¢an Recovery and Reinvestment Act, ATF is building an
infrastructure to combat violent crime and illegal firearms (rafficking along our
Southwest Border as part of Project Guarunger, a comprehensive sirategy to combat
firearms-related violence by the drug cartcls.

We intend to reduce the availability of guns to Mexican drug trafficking
organizations. And we are accomplishing this goa) by targeting those who enable the
violence: 1he illegel firearms traffickers.

One component of Project Guarunngy is the Gun Runner Impact Teams or GRITS.
These teams, working with federal, state, and Jocal partners as well as the Mexican
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authorities, follow leads generated from crime guns recovered in Mexico. They use @
combination of inspections of Federal firearms licensees or “FFLs,” and investigations
of both FFLg, and their customers, to target and disrupt gun trafficking groups and
organizations who are supplying the drug cartels.

Intelligence gathered by GRITS since their inception in April 2008 revealed that
the majority of crime guns recovered in Mexico traced back to Southern Texas. In
response (0 that important information, we deployed 100 additional ATF personnel to its
Houston Field Division to form additional Impact Teams bringing new focus on this key
source area. The new GRITs tracked every lead we had tying guns used in cartel
viclence (o sources here in South Texas, and developed new ones.

This campaign enabled ATF to pursuc 700 backlogged leads and to develop and
pursue 400 additional leads. The new GRIT's alsc performed a surge of inspections of
FFLs, here in South Texas. We leamed that some gun dealers here were failing to
conduct background checks, failing to keep tabs on their inventories, or failing to require
the proper paperwork {rom their customers. These kinds of failures facilitate the illegal
gon traffic to the cartels, Through inspections lawful gun dealers are incentivized o take
greater care and are educated on how to identify suspicious purchasers and potential
wraffickers ~ creating new key sources of inteliigence.

The GRIT's also operied 276 full-scale investigalions — thal is more investigations
in onc four month period than the Houston Field Division had opened in any of the three
previous calender years, The new investigations, many of which are ongoing, reveakd
and disrupted firearms trafficking rings tied to specific Mexican drug wafficking
organizations, such as the Guif Cartel and Los Zetas. During the surge, the GRITs
learned that many of these rings operate by recruiting teams of straw purchasers who
accumulate numerous firearms by buying them from multiple FFLs and gun shows.
Then, traffickers smuggle the guns into Mexico. In many cases the GRIT's have traced
the guns used in criminal activity in Mexico to these firearm trafficking rings.

In the course of thess investigations, the GRITs scized almost 450 iliegal fircarms
and our state and local paniners here in South Texas seized approximately 170 more
based on leads devcloped by the GRITs, The GRIT's also look significant amounts of
{Hegally possessed ammunition and drugs off the streats.

The leads and investigations developed during this surge have disrupted fircarms
traffickers and will undoubtedly result in prosecutions.  And their impact goes farther:
they gathered invaluable intclligence regarding the sources of the ceriels' iflegal firearms,
the ‘methods nsed to traffic them, trafficking routes, smuggling methods, purchasiag
strategies, and recruiting strategies for straw purchasers. This intelligence will help
solve future firtarms crimes, detect Mlegal firearms traffickers, and reduce the
international movement of illegal guns.

The surge has 2lso sent a strong message to FFLs in this key region that they must
he vigilant in keeping track of their inventory, performing background checks, keeping
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accuraie records, and paying cereful attention 10 any suspicious behavior by their
cuslomers, :

The surge represented by this Houston GRIT initiative now concludes as these
added personne] refum to vital duties elsewhere in the country. T wani to thank each of
them [or the Attomey Genenl, the Department, and this country for their hard word these
last 120 days. They lcave behind a better situation and leave us with a much clearer

picture of the illegal Tirearms trafficking activity that we face. Armed with the
intelligence that they have developed, the Houston Ficld Division is much better
equipped to continue toward its goal of keeping U.S. firearms out of the hands of the

Mexican drug cartels. '

Many of the personnel who return fo other duties are being replaced by new
personpel. Again, this is thanks to the Recovery Act which provided Project Guarunner
with $10 milliar to hire special agents, industry operations investigators and others o
staff new offices to target the trafficker that places the gun into the hands of the viclent

criminal.

The first 20 new special agents graduate from the ATF Training Academy on
October 15th.

. These agents - along with L7 other Recovery Act funded ATF employees — will
play an important role in our cfforts to stem the flow of iltegal fireerms to the drug
rrafficking organizations in Mexico. They are being added to ATF's resident core of
- agenls and other personne! who continue the vital work of Project Gunrunner, as well as

teams from FBI, DEA, [CE,'CBP, and our State and local partners, who form our tcam
along the border. _

The Department of Jastice and its U.S. Aitorneys are committed to working with
that team, as well as our Mexican partners, to prosecute defendants charged with acts of
violent crime, drug and human trafficking, the illegal smuggling of cash and financial
instruments, and the trafficking of firearms.

Together we are determined to make 2 difference in the safety of our Southwest
Border and throughout our country.  Thank you,
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. Per ATF b5, 7C e e e et
Sent.Fudny December 04, 2000 2-08 R

To: Chait, Mark R.; Hoover, Wiltiam J. .
Subject: FW: Weapons scizures in Mexico |

FY1--1 have a call into Lanny Breuer’s oﬂ'u::c ard P'm locking at Wednesday, 12/16 at 11:30 a.m. I will keep
everyone posted. ‘Thank you. _

ot e et R . Wb AP o o AR S s o e

M‘WILW‘-W er CRM b6
To: Melson, Kenneth E.
Cc:: Sislosl, Edwad N. M)(SHJ},M mm:.,wm Jasm,ansm Paul; Raman, Mythil; Fagell, Steven

Sulbgject: RE: Weapons selzures in
Ken,

We thick thisis a terrific idea and a great way to approach the irvestigations of these selzures. Our Gang Unit witl be
assigning an attorney to help you coordinate this effort. Please let us know who will be the POC at ATF on this, and we'l
have the Gang Unit folks reach out to that person. | woudld love to see you to discuss this further and other issues of
commeon interest. | hope you are well, .

[

Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG) (SMO); Hoover, Whliar: J.
mmmwm

Lanny: We have decided to ttlu s little different approach with regerd ta seitures of mukipis wespons in Mexico,
Assuming the guns are traced, instead of working each trace akmost indepe ndently of the other traces from the seizure, i
want to coordinate and monitor the work on ) of them tollectivaly as if the sefzure wes one case. Using the traces ss
lnulltgeme. and wmm ths lnfomﬂon from each trace Inveﬁpﬂm. we can connect the purchases, tdentify the

: non . 515 and finking of trace data and

Per ATF b7E
Per CRM b5

We should meet again just to cateh up on where we are in our gun trafficking issues and
jdes 23 well. 102 me know what you think. Thenks. Ken.
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From: Goldberg. Stuan (ODAG) !

Sent: Wednesday. March 09, 2011 11:04 PM
To: Melson. Kenneth E.
Subject: Re: Fircarins Trafficking

Getit. Thanks,

From: Melson, Kenneth E£. {ATF)

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 08:31 PM

Ta: Goldberg, Stuart {(ODAGY; Monaco, Lisa (QDAG)
Subject: FW: Firearms Trafficking

Just for info, LUSATX sent out this email to all kis SATs, and our SAC sent i 1o the SWB ATF SACs. As | sowd, we lerasned of
this before the DAG's ¢all by wey of this emaif. Ken.

From: Hoover, William J.

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 B:18 PM
Yo: Melson, Kenneth E,

Subiect: FW: Firearms Trafficking

As informationt

Billy

William J. Hoover
Deputy Director

Bureau of Alcchol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives
m

s arery NOTICE: This electronic transmissiorn is confidential and ittended only for the personis) to whom it is
acdressed. If vou fiave received this trarssenission in error, please rotify the sender by return e-maif and dastroy this
message i its entirety fincluding oll attechrrents).

From: Webb, J. Dewey

Sent: Wednesday, March 08, 2011 8:01 PM
‘Yo Chait, Mark R.; McMahon, William G.; Hoover, William 1.

Cc: Champion, Robert R.; Newel, William D.; Torres, John A.
Subiject: Fw: Firearms Trafficking

FYl,

THE US ATTORNEY IN THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT SENT OUT THE BELOW MESSAGE AFTER A DOJ
CONFERENCE CALL TODAY, PLEASE SEE MY BELOW RESPONSE TO HiM AND ALL THE AGENCY HEADS ON

HIS EMAIL STRING.
FHAVE GCD THE OTHER SWB SACS, IN CASE THEIR UUSA'S ARE SENDING CUT SIMILAR MESSAGES.

-------

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any atiached files are intended solely for the use of the addressee(s) named above in
connection with official businass. This comrnunication may contain Sensitive But Unciassified information that may be
statutorily or otherwise prohitxted from being released without appropriate approval. Any review, use, of disseminatiorn of
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this e-mail message and any atlached filais) in any form outside of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms &
Explosives or the Department of Justice without express authorization is strictly prohibited.

From: Webb, 3. Dewey

To: Moreno, Ange! (LSATXS); 'Robert.
‘ESaen s 'Rodney.Clark
Sent: Wed Mar 09 1$:57:46 2011
Subject: Re; Firearms Trafficking

ANGEL,

AS FAR AS | KNOW, WE HAVE NEVER LET ANY FIREARMS WALK TO MEXICO IN THIS DIVISION. AND WHILE WE
HAVE DISCUSSED CONTROLED DELWVERIES TOMEXICO IN OUR JOINT CASES WITH ICE, WE HAVE NEVER
MADE CONTROLED DELIVERIES OF FIREARMS TO MEXICO.

OUR POLICY HAS ALWAYS BEEN. WE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO STOP ALL FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION THAT
WE ENCOUNTER IN CUR INVESTIGATIONS.

THANKS,

e ma

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attached files are intended solely for the use of the addresses(s) named above in
connection with official business. This communication may contain Sensitive But Unclassified information that may be
statutorily or ofherwise prohibited from being reieased without appropriate approvai. Any review, use, or dissemination of
this e-mail message and any attached file(s) in any form outside of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobaceg, Firearms &
Explosives or the Department of Justice without express authorization is strictly prohibited.

From: Moreno, Angel (LISATXS)
To: Rutt, Robert P ; Higgig
{USMS) ; Rodney.Cla
Sent: Wed Mar (5 15:08:36 2011
Subject: Firearms Trafficking

€ (DEA-US) ; Powers, Richard L. (FBI); Webb, 1. Dewey; Saenz, Elizabeth
, Robinette, Jermry ; Nelson, Cory B. (FBI)

Lady and Gents,

1 just got off a telephone conference call with Deputy Attorney General James Cole and the other SWB U. .
Attorneys. DAG Cole asked us to relay to all of our agency heads the Department’s pasition on firearms
trafficking. He pointed out that he thinks we have all been doing a wonderful job and that this is a high
priority for the United States. He said that there have been many issues raised recently in the press and in
Congress about gun trafficking, and he wanted to make sure there was no confusion about DOF's position.
This is not a new stance, but he wanted to eliminate any doubts,

i there are going to be any operations, including undercover investigations, these WILL NOT include the
firearms crossing the horder into Mexico. In addition, he asked that if we became aware of any firearms going
into Mexico from other operations, that we STOP them. No guns should cross into Mexico as part of one of
our operations. He thanks you for your support and hard work.

If you have any guestion, please Jet me know. Thanks,

José Angel Morenc

United States Attorney
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Southern District of Texas
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From: Newell, Wiliam D.

Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2000 12:00 P [ €F ATF D6 & b7C
To: Gilett, Gaorge T, Jr.; IINNENGEGR Neodies, James R.
Subject: FW: Southwes! Bordar Stralagy Group Mesting
Attmchmants: cartel siratagy2 wpd

Imporisnce: High

Piease read and we will discuss. | have a conferance call with HQ on this.

Bill Newell

Bureau of ATF

Special Agent in Charge -
Phosnix Field Division

orve EENEN

Per ATF b8 & b7C |
From:
Sants Tuesday, Qctober 27, 2009 8:22 AM
To: Tomes, Johe A.; Webb, J. Dewey; Newell, Wiiam D.; Goison Sr., Michael A.; Champlon, Robert R.
Subjuct: PV: Southwest Border Strategy Group Meeting
1mportance: High

FYi. Not sure anyone forwarded this document i you. it is the Depariment’s new strategy for combalting Mexican drug
cartels. A component of the strategy is the reduction of the flow of firasrms from the U.S. lo Mexico. You may want to
taka @ lock prior 1o our conference call ¥ is my belief that our snforcement strategies should be aligned with this DOJ
sirategy.

Thanks

BB Fearicinic]

.—iverATF b6 & b7C -
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2009 1:50 0 |PETATFB6 & 57C | Per ATE b6 & b7G
; Mark R.; McMahon, Wiliam G.; IR Stucks, Audrey M.; McDermond, James E.;

Ford, Larry W.; Goddard, Valerte ).
Cc: Michatic, Vivian B.; Hopver, William ).
Subject: FW; Southwest Border Strategy Group Meeting

rr ATF b6 & b?CI

As discussed at staff. Please find attached the proposed OO) Cartel Strategy, which will be run by the DAG's Sauthwest
Border Strategy Group. Please Jet me know if you have any comments or questions.

b6

From: Brinkiey, Winnie {maﬁto*@usduj.gcv] On Behalf Of Daden, David W. (ODAG)
Sent: Friday, October 73, 2009 6:03 PM
To: Ruemmier, Kathryn (OOAG); Delery, Stuart F. (ODAG); Siskel, Edward N. {CDAG); Gsuna, Juan (CIV); Torrez, Raul;
Breuer, Lanny A. (CRM); Raman, Mythili (CRM); Melson, Keoneth E.; I Hoover. Willam 1.; Lecnhart,
Michete M. {DEA-US); Muelter, Robert S. TH (FBI); Harrington, T. ). (FBI); Perkins, Kevin L. (FBI); Cartin, John (FBLY;
Clark, John (USMS) DIR; Fahey, Sean (USMS); Lappin, Harley G, (BOP); Daltus, William (BOP); Dodril, D. Scott (BOP);
Jarvett, Marshall {USAED); Derden, Terry (USAEQY; Nash, Stuart (ODAG); Burke, Denrds (USAAZ): Hewitt, Karen

1
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(USACAS); Fouratt, Greg {LISANMY; Johnson, Tim (USATXS) 7; Murphy, John E. {USATXW); Jones, Todd (USMS)
€ Blanco, Keaneth (CRM); Welnstain, Jason {CRM); Swartz, Bruce (CRM)
Subject: RE: Southwest Border Strategy Group Meeting

On behalf of DAG Cgden,

Earliet today you recaived notice from Ed Siskel of the inaugural meeting of the Southwest Border Strategy Group next
Monday. One of the tems that will be on the agenda for that meeting is discussion, and, if possible, adoption, of the
Dapartmant's Stratagy for Combating the Mexican Cartels. | am aflaching hereto a draft copy of the sirategy. ltreflects a
great daal of discussion with, and contributions from, many of your components over tha past several months. The DAG
asks that you coms prepared with any specific suggastions or recommendations you may have Talated 16 this docurnent.

And here is the document 1c attach:
<<cartel strategy? wpd>>

Winnle Brinidey

From  Benkiey, Winoi OR Bahalf OF Codan, David W. (O0AG) [Der ATE b6 & 7C

Sant Tharsisy, October 231, 2009 5:52 PM

Tor  Raeoenier, Kythrn (ODAGY, Shyart F. Stsiel, Eward fl. (OOAGY; Osuna, Juan (CIV); Tmm,mmw {CRM); Raman,
Mythill (CRMY; Xannmth E. (KTF); Hoover, Wilkam ), (ATFY: Leonhart, Michele M. (DEA-US); Musller, Rebert §. T (FET):
Hawrington, T. 3. Parking, Kereis L (FBLS Soby? (FBI); Clavk, John (LISME) DIR; Faiuy, Se8n (LISMS); Lappwn, mawxmmgm
Oondril, B, Scott (S0P, Tarreis, blarshait ); Derde, Tey MMM(MLMMMM (USACASY; Fourstt, Greg

{USAED!
{L/SANMY; Johrgor, Tim (USATXS) 7; Murphy, John £ (USATXW); Jonas, TodS (USMS)

G Manco, Xenneth (CAMY, Welnstain, lason (CRN); Swartz, Brace (CAM)
Suljects Southwest Borcer STratedy Growp Mesting
Whent  Mondey, October 265, 2009 11:30 AM-L2: 20 P {GMT-05:00) Exstern Time {315 & Canada).

Wherer Main RFX Sidg., Raom 4111 E m
Calil in telephons and Pass Code ¥:

Briafing materiais in dinder - Tab 83,

Attendees: Kathryn Ruammier, Stuart Delery, Ed Sisked, Juan Osung. Raut Torrez, AAG Lanny Breuver/CRM, Mythill

Raman/CRM PerATFB6ETC |

Ken Melson, Director, ATF, S Viltam Hoover

Michelle leonhart, Administraior, DEA

Robert Mucller, Director, FBI, T.J. Harrington, Kevin Perkins, John Cardin
John Clark, Director, USMS, Sean Fahey

Harley Lappin, Director, BOP, William Dalius, Scott Dodrill attending on behalf of Mr. Lappin
Marshalt Jarrett, Director, EOUSA, Terry Derden

Stuart Nash, Director, OCDETF

Dennis Burke.U.S. Antormney. District of Arizona by telephone

Karen Hewitt, U.S. Attorney, Southern District of California

Greg Fouratt. U.5. Altorney. District of New Megico

Tim Johnson, ULS. Attorney, Southem District of Texas by telephone

John Murphy, U.S. Attorney. Western Dustrict of Texas :
Todd Jones, Chair, Attomney General's Advisory Committes ("AGAC™)

4 ¥ 2 4 ¢ " s e s

b4
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EPART! USTIC MBATING
CARTELS

It is a priority of the Department of Justice to stem the growing violeace and
associated criminal acfivity perperrated by the Mexican drug cartels, along the Southwest
Border and throughout the nation. 1n order to maximize the efficacy of its limited
resources, which are spread through numerous components of the Department, it is
necassary that the Department deploy those resources pursuant to a single, coherent
strategic plan. '

An essential aspect of the DOJ plan must be ensuring a productive partnership
with the government of Mexico, as well as with our state and local law enforcement
pounterparts. Equally important, we must avoid wasteful overlap and duplication with
the activities of our other federal partners, particularly the law enforcement agencies at
the Department of Homeland Sccurity.

‘The foltowing document sets forth the policy considerations that will guide the
Department in this process. ) . .

The Strategy

The Department will implement its Strategy for Combaiting the Mexican Cartels
under the supervision of the newly-created Southwest Border Strategy Group.

Operationally, the strategry will be executed through the proven mechanism of
prosecutor-led, multi-agency task forces, using the Organized Crime Drug Enforcement
Task Forces (OCDETF) Progrem as the primary coondinming platform. The Strategy's
key objectives are to;

. Increase the safety and security of U.S. citizens throughout the United States by
enforcing violations of federal law along the Scuthwest Border,

. Reduce the flow of narcotics and other contraband entering the United States.

. Reduce the flow of illega) weepons, ammunition, explosives, and anrrency exiting
the United States and entering Mexico.

» Suengthen Mexico's operational capacities and enhance its law enforcement
institutions.

. Increase bilateral cooperation between Mexico and the United States on fugitive

capture and extradition activities.

. Increase intelligence and mformation sharing 1o achieve focused targeting of the
most significant criminal organizations.
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. improve case building through interagency coordination, leveraging the expertise
and suthority of each investigative and prosecutonial agency.

. Maximize the effectiveness of prosecution by locating, arresting, extraditing, and
trying all levels, including most imporantly the teaderstup, of these criminal
organizations, and disrupting and dismantling the organizations’ domestic
transportation and distribution cells,

Division of R ibilliies with DHS

Addressing the Southwest Border threat has two basic elements: policing the
zctus! border to interdict and deter the illegal crossing of undocumented persons or
contraband goods, and confronting the large criminal organizations cperating
simultanepusty on both sides of the border.

Given its staratory mission and the resources it can bring to bear at the border,
DHS clearly bears primary responsibility for the policing function. DOJ Ritly supports
DHS in that endeavor by sharing relevant intelligence and by prosecuting the most
egregious offenders DHS arrests in the course of its policing fimction. The Department
of Justice prosecutes tens of thousands of these reactive law enforcement cases in federal
court every year.

However, the root cause of the explosion of violence along the Southwest Border
is the conflicts within and among a limited ninber of sophisticated, transnational
criminal organizatons. Thesc hierarchical, Mexico-based cartels are responsible for
smuggling into the United States most of our nation*s illegal drug supply. While the
caricls’ primary business is drug trafficking, they also sponsor a panoply of other crimes
that support their illegal operations. These other crimes include extortion, torture,
murder, cormuption of public officials, sheltering of wanted fugitives, kidnapping and
hurman smuggling, lavndenng of illicit criminal proceeds through the existing financial
system and through bulk cash smuggling, and the illegal scquisition, trafficking, and use
of fircarms anvd explosives.

1t is in taking down these organized, multi-faceted criminal enterprises that DOJ
plays the primary role and brings to bear its special expertise. DOJ's success in this
endeavor assists, in turn, DHS in the performance of its policing and enforcement
finction, by disrupting the operations of the cartels, thereby decreasing the pressure on
the border. For its part. DHS, and in particular ICE. provides invaluable assistance to the
atsck on these criminal organizations, by bringing to bear its unique ¢xpertise on cross-
bordet transit of contraband.

Border policing and interdiction, and the resulting prosecutions, are key elements
of the U.S. government’s overall border security sirategy. However, the investigation,
apprehension, extradition, and prosecution of key cartel leaders and their associates, and
the deprivation through forfeiture of their 1ll-gotten gains, is the mast effeclive means by

ted
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which we can move past merely addressing the symptoms of our problems along the
Southwest Border and attack, instead, the underlying causes.

Deployment of Resources

The Department’s view - based on its decades of experience in investigating,
prosecuting, and dismantling organized criminal groups, such as the Mafia, intemational
terrorist groups, and domestic and transnational gangs ~ is that the best way to fight large
scale criminal organizations is through intelligence-based, prosecutor-led, multi-sgency
task forces that blend the strengths, resources, and expertise of the complete spectrum of
federal, state, local, and internationa) investigative and prosecutorial agencies. Through
their participation in such task forces, the Depariment’s prosecutors, together with its
component law enforcement agencies - DEA, ATF, FBI, and USMS — give the
Department the capacity to carry out the full range of activities necesszary fo suceced
against these organizations,

The Department has embraced a model to achicve these comprehensive goals that
is proactive, in which we develop priority targets through the extensive use of
intelligence. This intelligence is obtained from law enforcement sources, as well as
through the carcful and disciplined use of claysified information from intelligence
commiunity agencies 1o provide unclassified leads. Sharing information, we buiid cases,
coordinating long-term, extensive investigations to identify ali the tentacles of a
perticular organization. Through sustained coordination of these operations, we are able
to execute & coordinated enforcerent action, arresting as many high-level members of
the organization as possible, disrupting and dismantling the domestic transportation and
distribution cells of the organization, and seizing #s many of the organization’s asscts as
possible, whether those assets be in the form of bank accounts, veal property, cash, drugs,
or weapons, Finally, we prosecute the leaders of the carntels and their principal
facilitators, locating, arresting, and extraditing them from abrond as necessary. In this
effort, we coordinate elosely with our Mexican counterparts to achieve the goal:
destruction or weakening of the drug cartels to the point that they no langer pose a viable
threst to U.S. interests and can be dealt with by Mexican law enforcement in conjunction
with a strengthened judicial system and an improved legal framework for fighting
organized crime.

The principal platform for the support and oversight of these prosecutor-led,
multi-agency task forces is the OCDETF Program. In most places, along the border and
throughout the country, OCDETF provides an effective mechanism for law enforcement
agencies flom within DOJ, from elsewhere in the federal government {including DHS
and Treasury), and state and local law enforcement, to combine with federal prosecutors
to form a “virtual task force™ for the purpose of investigating and prosecuting 2 particular
high-value drug trafficking organization. In certain key locales, OCDETF has
established zctual, brick-2nd-mortar Co-Located Strike Forces, for the pursuit of the
highest leve] traffickers of drugs. guns, and mpney. For instance. the San Diego Major
Mexican Traffickers Task Force has been responsible for coordinating the U S.
government's successful efforts against the Areflano-Felix Organization, The Houston
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OCDETF Strike Force has directed our most damaging blows against the Gulf Cartel.
And in the first several rnonths of its existence, the Arizona OCDETF Strike Force has
been responsible for the indictment of a leader and other members of a major Mexican
cartel and the seizure of over $43 million in carte! assets,

The Department will use the OCDETF Strike Force concept to target ail the
organized crime activities of the drug cartels — not just those crimes directly related to the
drug trade. By further leveraging and coordinating the investigative expertise and
jurisdiction of law enforcement agencies outside the drug enforcement area, the
Department will task the Strike Forces to disrupt and dismantle every area of the cartels®
infrastructure and undermine their ability 1o operate successfully in any ilegal activity.

On 2 local leve), each Strike Force co-locates law enforcement resources that are
supplerneated by one or more on-site Assistnt United States Attomeys. Retaining the
current Strike Force structure, specifically the co-location and intensive and early
prosecutorial involvement, ensurea that the Department capitalizes upon the proven
synergy of these Strike Forced to maximize the effectiveness of long-term investigations
of these organizations.

In those locations where they currently exist, DOJ will make the OCDETF Co-
Located Strike Forces the focal point for interagency efforta against the Mexican criminal
organizations.! Elsewhere along the border, and throughout the nation, DOJ will seek to
replicate, to the extent possible, the OCDETF Strike Force model, in particular the
characteristics of interagency cooperatios, information sharing, and strategic,
intelligence-based targeting that have been embodied in these Strike Forces. Depending
on local conditions, existing institutions, such as HIDTA 1ask forces, Southwest Border
Initiative Groups, VICIT teams, or Safe Streets Task forces may serve as the appropriate
focal point for this interagency cooperation in locations that do not have OCDETF Strike
Forces.

The OCOETF Strike Force is 2 proven law enforcement strategy with a proven
history of success in combating the major drug trafficking organizations. The synergy
created by eo-locating the diverse expertise of federal, state, and local law enforcement
agencies with prosceutors from the U.S. Attomney's Office, has had demonstrable success
against major criminal organizations operating throughout the country.

Supplementing the regional operations of the Strike Forces with a comprehensive
national policy and coordination body nm out of the Office of the Deputy Attorney
General. will give the Department a unified and comprehensive vehicle through which
the United States govertunent can discupt the influence of the cartels. This unified and
coordinated approach to Jaw enforcement is not only the best way to use the formidable
resources of the United States government, but also the most effective way to decrease
the influence of these violent criminal enterprises while enhancing the public safety.

" OCDETE Co-Locared Surike Forces are cucremly located in San Diego, Phoenin, FI Paso. Houston (with
sateilites in Laredo and McAllen), Tampa, San Juan, Atlanta, New York, and Bosten.

4
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White the prosecutor-led, intelligence-driven, multi-agency task force model isa
key component of the Department’s Southwest Border Strategy. it will not be the only
component. We must also recognize and support the important daily work performed by
our investigators and prosecutors in stopping and seizing the low of massive amounts of
narcotics, firearmns, and bulk cash from flowing across the border in both directions.
These more reactive narcotics cases are important to the overail cartel strategy, because
in the process we are scizing millions of pounds of drugs, thousands of fircarms, and
millions of dollars.in bulk cash as they enter and exit the country. In addition, these
commodity-focused cases yield significant intelligence that is then fed into the Special
Operaions Division (SOD), the OCDETF Fusion Center (OFC), and the El Paso
Intelligence Cemer (EPIC) for use in supporting more proactive, intelligence-driven
investigations that are designed 1o attack all of the cartels® diverse lines of illegal
business, Therefore, the Department”s Strategy for Combating the Mexican Cartels must
include an assessment of the resource needs of all our components, and a plan for how
they intend to achieve the stated goals of the Strategy in light of the speeific cantel
activity impacting their jurisdictions.

Intelligencs

Law enforcement agencies must have the sbility to access, link, and interprat
voluminous intclligence information from as wide a community as possible. We use this
shared inforation o identify and target the most significant organizations, so that we
can achieve the greatest impact with our finite resources. We 2lso yse shared information
to develop coordinated, multi-jurisdictional investigations of those high-impact targets,
making sure that investigations are mutually reinforcing, without duplicating or
Jjoopardizing other investigations targeting overlapping organizations.

Several multi-agency endeavors are particularly important to the provision of
tactica! intelligence and operational support in targeting the largest and most dangerous
Mexican cartels.

The CPOT list of international “Most Wanted” drug kingpins will be used to help
focus our eritical resources on the greatest threats from the Mexican cartels, Of the 59
worldwide cartels currently on the list, 25 of them are Mexico-based.

The El Paso buclligence Center tEPIC)

EPIC is a DEA-led multi-agency organization that provides case-specific tactical
intelligence, focusing sgecifically on the Southwest Border. The ATF Firearms
inteliigence Analysis Team is a specialized component of EPIC that serves as a central
point of analvsis and repository for all Southwest Border firearms-related intelligence.
FBI recentiy created the Southwest Intelligence Group (SWIG), a clearinghouse of all
FBI actvities invalving Mexico. and it is in the process of moving that clearinghouse to
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EPIC. EPIC houses the National Seizure Systemn, which collects and maintains data on
seizures of drugs, guns, and money by law enforcement agencies throughout the nation.

The Special Operations Division (SOD)

80D is a DEA-led multi-agency coordination center that targets the
communication devices the criminal organizations’ leaders use to communicate with
each other, SOD actively supports multi-jurisdictional, multi-national, and multi-agency
electronic surveillance investigations, coordinating overlapping investigations and.
ensuring that tactical and operational intelligence is shared between law enforcement
agencics.

The OCDETF Fusion Center (QFCY

The OFC is a comprehensive, multi-zgency data center containing drug and
related financial data from DEA, ATF, FBI, ICE, CBP, IRS, USMS, EPIC, USMS, the
U.8. Const Guard, the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network, the State Department’s
Bureau of Consular Affairs, and other key agencies. It conducts cross-agency and cross-
Jjurisdictional integration and analyses to create comprehensive pictures oftargeled
organizations and to pass usable jeads through SOD to participants in the field.

Current Areas of Focus

Pursuant 1o the principles articuiated ahove, DOJ is pursuing initiatives in the
following areas:

An important aspect of case building in Mexico involves U.S. cooperation with
specially vetted Mexican law enforcement units. DOJ law enforcement agents work in
an advisory capacity to develop elite vetted units of Mexican federal police officers,
training them to conduct law enforcement operations that lead to the discovery and
seizure of drugs, guns, explosives, money, and documentary evidence to support bilateral
investigations and prosecutions. The Mexican units also arrest active members of the
cartels, who may eventually become cither cooperating witnesses, defendants, or both.
These units are essential to our operations. In order to properly leverage and support
these crucial operations, the Depertment must expand their number, to include more drug
trafficking units, a firearmas trafficking unit, 2 money-laundering/financial unit, and a
fugitive apprehension unit,

2 Continued F king Cartel Fi

A particular point of emphasis in recent years has been the dismamlernent of the
tinancial in frastructure of the drug trafficking organizations. These efforts have been
hampered by the fact that financial cases are complex and time-consuming, and the pool
of experienced financial investigators is finite. Since the curtailment of IRS involvement
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in drug investigations in 2005, ATF, DEA, FBY, and USMS have hired additions!

_ financiel investigators and forfeiture specialists, OCDETF has established the Financisl
Investigative Contractor (FIC) Program to bring sdditional experienced finencial
investigators to bear on the largest cartels, and has buttressad the analytical and
document exploitation capabilities of its Co-Located Strike Forcea in San Diego,
Phoenix, El Paso, Houston, and Atlanta  DEA has implemented Financial Investigation
Teams (FITs) in its field divisions to target the Snancisl assets of drug traffickers.
Analysts snd attomeys in the US. Atomey's Offices and in the Departiment’s Asset
Forfeiture and Money Laundering Section have also stepped wpy their efforts to assist. In
addition, Southwest Region federal agencies are working with state and jocal law
enforcement agencies on an OCDETF bulk currency initistive that targets the higheat
level drug cartels and their mansportation routes in the Southwest. These efforts must be
supported and expanded.

3. Attacking the Southbound Fiow of Firearma

Addressing the flow of wespons into Mexico fom the United States js also s
primary focuk of oux efforts. ATF's intelligence has shown that the prevalence of
firearms and explosives rafficking into Mexico has & direct yexus to the cartels’ national
domestic drug distribution network, Thus, given the nstional scope of this issue, merely
seizing fireartan through interdiction will not stop fircarms trafficking 10 Mexico. We
youst idemtify, investigate, and climinste the scurces of illegally trafficked firearmy and
ihe nexworks that tranaport them. Simos 2006, Project Guarunner has been ATF's
comprobicnsive strategy to combst firesrms-related violence perpetrsied by the drug
cartels along the Southwest Border. Increasingly close collsborstion botween ATF and
the efforts of the multi-agency drog task forces along the border, including, most
perticulardy, the OCDETF co-locsted Strike Forces, ensurny that scarce ATF resources
e directed st the most important targeta. :
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Departnent maintain its commitment to support and expand these intemational fugitive
apprchension efforts.

5. Expanded Usg of the Exiradition Process
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Sukject: Updated: Bouthwest Border Strategy Group Meeting

Location: Main RFK B8idg., Room 41:1
Start: ~/19/72020 11:30 am
Fnd: 1/.972210 12:30 PM

Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: {none)
Meeting Status: Not yet responded
Required Attendees: Grindler, Gary (0ODAG); Delery, Stuart =.

{ODAG); Siskel, EBEdward N. (0ODAG); Torrez, Raul; Vogel, Miriam {CODAG):;
Osuna, Juan (CIV); Breuer, Lannoy A. (CR¥); Raman, Mythili (CRM); 3lanco,
Kenneth {(CRM):; Weinstein, Jason {(CRM); Swartz, Bruee (CRM); Roscn, Paul
(CRM); Blies, John; Garland, James; Melscon, Kenneth E.; Leconhart, Michele
M. (DEA-US§); Clark, John {USMS) DIR; Lappin, Harley G. (BO?); Jarrett,
Marshalil {USAEQ); Xash, Sfuart (ODAG); Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Hewi:tt,
Karen (USACAS); Fouratt, Greg (USANM); Johaoson, Tim SR TN < M-
John E. (USATXW): ne s Todd (USAMN) ; [Per DHS b6 & b7C |
Per DHS Per USMS b6 & B7C
b6 & b7C ptional Attendees: Per FBI b6 & bT7C
Per FBI ; aytot, ;
b6 & B7C Isacvaluck (USAEC); Kistner, Timothy H; Perkisms, Kevin
Fer Usvis| I : ;
b6&b7C (I ; Bersin, Alan (DHS
Resources: Main R¥K

Per USMS b6 & b7

When: Tuesday, Januvary 1%, 201¢ 11:30 AM-12:30 PM (GMT-053:20) Eastern
Time (US & Canada}.
Where: Main RFK Bldg.,. Room 4111

Note: The OMT cffset above does not reflect daylight saving time
adjustments.

[ QNNS S NS LT

Note: Telephone conference call-in nunber NN -:s:5 code NG

<<Agenda SWB Strategy Group Mtg 1-19-10.doc»>
QDAG Attendees: Gary Grindler, Stuart Delery, Edward Siskel, Raul Torrez
Attendees: Juan Osuna/Civii, AAG Breuer/CREM, Mythili Raman/CRM, Ken
Blanco/CRM, Jason Weinstein/CRM, Bruce Swartz/CRM, Paul Rosen/CRM, Johkn
Bies/OAG, James Garland/CAG

* Ken Melson, Director, ATF

* Michelle Leonhart, Administrator, DEA

* Robert Mueller, Lirector, FBI

* Jonn Clark, Director, USMS

* Harley Lappin, Director, BOP

* Marshall Jarrett, Director, EOQUSA

* Stuart lNash, Nirector, OCDETF

« Bennis Burke,U.3,. Attorney, District oF Arizona

* Karen Hewitt, U.S. Attorney, Scuthern District of California

* Greg Iouratt, .53. Attorney, Districl gf New Mexico

* Tim Johnosen, U.S5. Altorney, Sovuthern District of Texas
John Murphy, U.S. Attorney, Westoern PRistrict of Toxas

* Todd Jones, Chair, Attsrney General's Advisory Cormittee

- Aloneo Peud abtlending Lo Joha Morion, ICE / DHS

* Alan Bers:n, Assistant Secretary, Inter Affairs/DHES
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* Alfonso Aguilar, Acting Deputy Commissioner
Border Patro. Chief / 3JHS

£ Mike Fisher,

* Thomas Winkowski, Assistant Commissioner for Fleld Operatiocns
{Customs}

* Michael Kostelnik, Assistant Commissioner fo- Air and Marine /
DHS
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From: Newsll, Willen D,

Sant; Thuradey, Merch 180, 2011 818 PM
To: Neadles, James R.; Giati, George 7. .
Subjsct: Fw. Follow Up From Conferenca Call

This s whit Dewey's a-mail 10 Nis pecpie refarrad to. Thit ls now DO policy.

A

CTROYICE Thi S-ial maasage ang 34 Wﬁmlwn&dmhmdmmuqt}umd-mm
mw«mmmbmmww‘hm Unclassified indormation thet may be
statuivily of cihenvise prohbited from being relessed without WWﬁMVW.uu.GMWd
:mrmdmmmmmnq-)hlmmmdhmdm . Firaanms &
Exgicaiver or the Departmant of Justics Wihout xpress scthorization is strictly prohibiled.

€z Cunningham, Palrick (USAAZ)
Sent: Thu Mer 16 07:26:05 2011

Subject: For: Foilow Up From Conference Call
Cid thks come Yo you through your Headguariers?

} was not on the cail.

e
Sent: Wednesdey, March 09, 2011 08:21 PM
To: Morena, Angel (USATXS); Murplry, Jobn E, (USATXW); Burke, Dannis [USAAZ); Gonzales, Kenneth (USANM); Dutty,

Lanwa [USATAS)
Subject: Follow Up From Conflerence Cal
Dear UsAs:

Thank you for your time this evening, I wanted to send this just to susmarize our
telephone conversation and inform those of you who were unable to participate,

First, thank you for the work you do to fight gun trofficking. It is very
important,

As I sald on the call, to avoid any potential cenfusion, I want to reiteratethe
Department’s policy: We should notdesign or conduct undercover sperations which
include guns crossing the border. If we have knowledge that guns are about to
cross the barder, we must take immediate action to stop the firearms from

1
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crossing the border, even if that prematurely terminates or otherwise jeopardizes
an investigation,

We know ygu have difficult jobs to do and we fully support and appreciate your
efforts to stop the flow of firearms through the apprehension and prosecution of
all responsible parties,

As T said on our call, please make sure the SALS in your districts understand the
pelicy.

Jim

HOGR ATF - 001235



Chait, Mark R.

rom: Chat, Mark R,
‘am: Wednesday, July 14, 2010 4:17 PM
o Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG) (SMO)

Hoover, Wiltarn J.
fw: SIR

Ed - this was one of two seizures last evening by our GRIT in Phoenix,
I will also send you the other'

—MarkRTthatt
Assistant Birector
Field Operations

iy
NOTICE: This electronic transmission is confidential and intended only

for the person(s) to whom it is addressed. If you have received this
transmission in error, please notify the sender by return e-mail and
destroy this message in its entirety (including all attachments).

----- Original Message -----

From: Significant Activity Report
qg-z SAR/SIR Message Delivery

ent: Wed Jul 14 14:16:48 2018

Subject: FW: SIR

o T T A G W e o T o N SN g R B m e WY R g S AN g W P e A

Fron: IR = - - |

Sent: Hednesday, July 14, 2016 2:16:45 PM

n'.‘

-~ 3

Signiflcmt Activity Report
Subject: SIR
Auto forwarded by a Rule

DEPARTMENT DF JUSTICE - BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS AND
EXPLOSIVES SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION REPORT

9

DATE: July 14, 2010
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FROM: Phoenix Field Division
FIELD OFFICE: Phoenix VII Field Office

- 3

CASE INFORMATION

785115-18-0004

Per ATF b8 & b7C

CASE NUMBER:
CASE TITLE:
SPECIAL AGENT:

et al

SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT/ACTIVITY:

Recovery of 73 firearms and 258 AK-47 drum magazines.

NARRATIVE OF INCIDENT/ACTIVITY: .

. July 13, 2018 Phoenix Police Qanartment (Prp) NN
b “
—_nuuemus firearms 1in @

backroom being “loaded up.” The PPD Detective
was aware of this ongoing ATF firearmms trafficking investigation

Fast and Furious) and coordinated with Phoenix Group VII

business to conduct an interview. The
subsequently recovered

The traces of the firearms indicate that many are

Per ATF b3 [Public Law 110-161} and b7C




Per ATF bTA

Ql'his recovery adds to the total of 169 firearms recovered in the
previous 25 days by Group VII agents and GRIT agents assigned to Group
VII as part of Southwest Border Firearms Trafficking investigations.
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Logan, Stephania B (OIP)

From: Siskel, Edward N, (ODAG)

Sent: Friday, Oclober 23, 2009 8:08 AM

To: Ogden, David W. {QDAG)

Ce: Delery, Stuart F. {ODAG)

Subject: FW: Southwest Border Strategy Group

David-- Just sent it cut. Here is a copy.

From: Siske!, Edward N. (ODAG)

Sent: Friday, October 23, 2009 §:00 Am (Per ATF 6 8 b7C

To: Metson, Kenoeth E. (ATF) Hoover, Witiam J, (ATF); leontast, Micheiz M, (DEA-US); Hamington, T. J. (FBI);
Perkins, Xevin L. (F8I); Caslin, John (FBI); Clark, John (USMS) DIR; Fahey, Sean (USMS); 'Harley G, Lappin'; Dalius, Wiliam (30P);
Jarvett, Marshall (USAED), Derden, Terry (USAEQ); Nash, Stuart (DDAG); Jores, B Todd {USAMN); Hewitt, Karan (USACAS); Burke,
Dendiis (USAAZ]; Fouratt, Greg (USANM); Mumhy, John E. (USATXWY, Johnson, Tim (USATXS) 7

Cex Delery, Shaart F. {ODAG); Ruemmier, Kathryn (QDAG); Vogel, Miriam (ODAG); Bdniley, Winnie; Williams, Toni (QDAG)

Subject: Southwest Border Strategy Group

Attached please find 2 memo from the DAG announcing the creation of the Southwest Border Strategy Group -- 2 Sanior-
ievel, internal DQJ working group that will provide the vehicle for coordinating policy, resource and operational issues
regarding the SWB and our engagement with the Government of Mexico.

The DAG wouid like to convene an inaugural meeting of the Strategy Group this Monday, October 26th from 11:30 to
12.30 in the DAG's conference room {RFK 4111}, PleaSe let me know as soon as possible if you or your designee will be
abte to attend either in person of by phone. Forthose who are not in DC, we will be circulating a dial-in number saon. in
addition, we will be circulating an agenda in advance of the meeting.

30) SwWB Strategy
Group {circ 1.,

Edward Siske!

Associate Deputy Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC. 20530

¢
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FOBMAﬂON OF THE SOUTHWEST BORDER STRATEGY GROUP

The Department of Justice has long recognized the magnitude of the Jaw
enforcement challenges arising along the Southwest Border and has sought to address
those challenges by combining the specialized expertise and authorities of almost every
taw enforcement component in the Department, as well as partnering with other federal,
state, local, tribal, and international law enforcement organizations .

The jurisdictions immediately contiguous to the border find themselves in a
particularly difficult position. In addition to pursuing the same range of federal criminal
priorities that are faced by jurisdictions throughout the country, the five U.S. Attomeys in
the districts immediately adjacent to the border have additional, significant
responsibilities — handling tens of thousands of reactive immigration cases and border-
related drug cases, enforcing federal law on the vast tracts of Indian reservations within
their borders, and bearing the brunt of the violence, corruption, and drug- and weapons-
trafficking perpetrated by the Mexican cariels.

Issues related to our Southwest Border are not, however, confined 1o the border
districts. In the drug arena alone, NDIC intelligence reports indicate that Mexican drug
trafficking organizations maintain drug distribution retworks or supply drugs to
distributors in at least 230 U.S. cities in 45 of the 50 states. Immigration enforcement
poses a challenge in every one of our jurisdictions, from Arizona to Alaska. Firearms
illegally transiting the Southwest Border have been sourced to distribution outlets in
neatly every state in the union. _

intainine Comprehensive Coordination and Oversight

With so many of the Department’s law enforcement components involved inso
many cooperative and independent efforts relevant to border-related concems, it is
critical that the Department mainiain a comprehensive policy and a strategic approach
that is effectively coordinated at the highest ievels of leadership. To hamess all these
disparate entities, maximize the effectiveness of each, avoid duplication, conserve scarce
Department resources, and ensure optimal coordination, all the Department components
must hear, and the nspeak with, a single voice. They must have 3 single point of contact
for policy development and strategic direction, not only amongst themselves, but also
within the Interagency. As cross-cutting issues arise, other federal and state agencies
with a role on the Southwest Border must have the same single point of contact through
which they may work to maintzin a constant, unified, whole-govemment policy.

Implementation of an effactive overall Southwest Border strategy must include an
assessment of the resource needs of all the components involved. lt must also include 2
plan for how each component intends to achieve its goals in concert with the activity of
every other component. Each component must be sensitive to the effect of its initiatives
on the overall mission, taking into consideration the initiatives of other law enforcement
components and other agencies (beth within and outside DOJ). For example, before
unilaterally deplaying significani additional personnel resources to a particular locale, an



investigative agency should take into consideration how that will affect the prosecutonal
and judicial resource needs in the relevant jurisdictions, as well as the effect on other law
enforcement agencies. Similarly, components should consider to what extent their
resources may be more efficiently deployed in combination with comesponding
deployments by other components in multi-agency task forces.

This unified and coordinated approach to law enforcement within the Department
and between the Depariment and its sister federal, state, local, tribal, and international
partners is the best way to use the formidable resources of the United States government.
It is also the most effective way 1o decrease the influence of the violent criminal
enterprises operating along and across the U.S.-Mexico border, while enhancing the
public safety of the entire region. By coordinating the resources, expertise, and
jurisdiction of law enforcement agencies focusing on drug enforcement, firearms and
explosives trafficking, fugitive investigation and extradition, bulk cash smuggling, and
human wafficking, the Department will maximize its ability to attack every aspect of the
criminal activity that undermines the safety and security not only of our Southwest
Border communities, but also of the Nation as a whole.

The Southwest Border Stratesv Grou

The Department will be implementing its Southwest Border efforts under the
leadership of the Attorney General, with primary oversight by the Deputy Attorney
General. To maximize the effective deployment of scarce resources, the Deputy
Attorney General will convene a muiti-component Southwest Border Strategy Group
{“Strategy Group™) that will coordinate the priorities and initiatives established by each
of the Department components into a coherent, mutually reinforcing whole. As mission
requirements may evolve, the Strategy Group will be able to ensure a coordinated
response from all Departmental components.

The Southwest Border Strategy Group will assess existing capabilities, identify
any gaps, and develop, on an annual basis, a conselidated Southwest Border budget
initiative.

The Southwest Border Strategy Group will be given primary responsibility for
developing and supervising the implementation of the Department of Justice Strategy for
Combating the Mexican Cartels, which is set forth in a separate document attached
hereto. The Strategy Group will also be responsible for developing and supervising other
essential Departmental strategies along the Southwest Border, such as immigration
enforcement, firearms trafficking, money-laundering, and non-cartel-related violence,
and coordinating and balancing these Departmental priorities. To the extent that the
Department has high-level strategy groups working on aspects of these issues — ie. the
Fircarms Trafficking Strategy Group — this new Southwest Border Strategy Group will be
the forum to coordinate and reconcile their respective initiatives and recommendations.



The Southwest Border Stratezy Group will be chaired by the Deputy Attomey

General. The Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division will serve as Vice-
Chair. 1n addition, the Strategy Group will consist of the following individuals, or their
designees:

S ® 3 s & & 8 4 & + 8 8 & s @

Director, ATF

Administrator, DEA

Director, FBI

DPirector, USMS

Director, BOP

Director, EOUSA

Director, OCDETF

U.5. Attomey, District of Arizona

U.S. Attorney, Southern District of California

U.S. Attorney, District of New Mexico

U.S, Attorney, Southern Disirict of Texas

U.S. Attorney, Western District of Texas

Chair, Attomey General’s Advisory Committee (“AGAC™)
Chair, AGAC Subcommittee on Controlled Subsiances and Asset Forfeture
Chair, AGAC Subcommittee on Border Security

The Stratepy Group will have a Steering Committee made up of the following

individuals, or their designees:

L] L] - L] » - L]

Deputy Attomey General

Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division
Chair, AGAC

Director, ATF

Administrator, DEA

Director, FBI

Director, CCDETF

The full Strategy Group will meet as soon as practicable after its announcement.

The Steering Commitiee will then meet every two weeks with the full Strategy Group
meeting on a quarterly basis.



Bishop-Green, Jacoh (oiF)

From: Siskei, Edward N. (ODAG)
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2009 7.02 PM
To: Nash, Stuart (ODAG)

Subject: RE: Southwest Border Strategy Group
From: Nash, Stuart {(ODAG)

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2009 4:25 PM
To: Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG)
Subject: Re: Southwest Border Strategy Group

Looks fine to me. 've touched base with Karen H. and Marshail J., still waiting to hear back from Clark.

I

From: Siskel, Edward N, (ODAG)

To: Delety, Stuart F. {ODAG}

€c: Ruemmier, Kathryn (ODAG); Verrilli, Donatd; Nash, Stuart (ODAG)
Sent: Thy QOct 22 15:50:38 2009

Subject: Southwest Border Strategy Group

Stuart-- Here is a draft of the email announcing the SWB Strategy Group. The date and ime has not yet been finalized,
but | wanted to get this t0 the DAG to review the text. Thanks, Ed

Attached please find a memo from the DAG announcing the creation of the "Southwest Border Strategy Group” — a
senior-evel, internal DOJ working group that will provide the vehicle for coordinating policy, resource and operahona}
issues regarding the SWB and our engagement with the Govemnmient of Mexico.

The DAG would like to convene an inaugural meeting of the Strategy Group this Monday, Ociober 28th from 11;30 10

12:30 in the DAG's conference room. Please let me know as soon as possible if you or your designee will be able to
attend. For those who are nat in DC, we will be circulating a dial-in number soon. In addition, we will be circulating an

agenda in advance of the mesting.

Edward Siskel

Associate Deputy Attormney General
U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washi 0530

C







Bishop-Green, Jacob (OIP)

From: Siskel, Edward N. (DDAG)

Sent: Friday, October 23, 2009 3:48 PM
To: Nash, Stuart (ODAG)

Subject: Re: Mexican Cariel Strategy

| think if we get it out by COB that shouid be fine.

1 will have te call in for the meeﬁng and 1 have another call that | have o do at 4pm, 50

I may be calling in fate.

From: Nash, Staart (ODAG)

To: Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG); Delery, Stuart F. (ODAG); Ruemmler, Kathryn (ODAG)
Sent- Fri Oct 23 15:13:22 2009

Subject: RE: Mexican Cartel Strategy

| did not know what time urgency David felt on getting this document out, but if you think it will okay with him, | will run it by
hirm when we meet at 4:00.

From: Siskal, Edward N. (ODAG)

Sent: Friday, October 23, 2009 3:11 PM

Te: Nash, Stuart (ODAG); Delery, Stuart F. {ODAG); Ruemmier, Kathryn (ODAG)
Subject: Re: Mexican Cartel Strategy

{ am fine with this approach, aithough we should run by david If possible

From: Nash, Stuart {ODAG)

To: Siskel, Edward N. (ODAG); Delery, Stuart F. (ODAG); Ruemmler, Kathryn {DDAG)
Sent: Fri Oct 23 14:39:14 2009

Subject: Mexican Cartel Strategy

Ed/StuartKathy:

Ed reports that the D AG would fike to distribute the Mexican Cartel strategy this aftemoon to the attendees at
Monday's SWB meeting.

{ will have Winnie do so. | would propose having the e-mail say the following:

Earlier today you received notice from Ed Siskel of the inaugurat meeting of the Scuthwest Border Strategy Group
next Monday. One of the items that will be on the agenda for that meeting is discussion, and hopefully adoption of, the
Department's Strategy for Combatting the Mexican Cartels. | am attaching hereto a draft copy of the strategy. The DAG
asks that you come prepared with any specific suggestions or recommendations you may have refated to this document,



Ed/Stuart/Kathy, let me know if this strikes the right tone.

Thanks, Stuart



