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DEPA.RTMmT OF STATE 
INTERNATIONAL CLAIMS COMMISSION 

' OF THE UNITED STATFB 


.) 
In the Matter of the Claim o£ ) 

) 
) Docket No. Y-324 
) 

Under the Yugoslav Claims Agreement ) Decision No. ~ 
of 1948 and the International Claims ) 

Settlement &ct of 1949 ) _____________________________) 

MARVEL, CHAIRMAN. A proposed decision was filed in this 

claim proceeding on May 6, 1952, granting an award to the 

claimant in the sum or seven thousand three hundred thirty-three 

dollars {$7 ,333). Shortly thereafter the Yugoslav Govermnent, 

pursuant to the Rules or this Camnjssion, as amiqQS curiae filed 
. . . ... ... . . . " ,~ 

its brief in opposition to the proposed decision. 

Amajority of the C<nmission, after careful consideration 

of all the matters relating to this claim, conclude that the 

proposed decision herein rendered be affirmedi in the amount of 

seven thousand three hundred thirty-three dollars ($7,333). 

Since the elajmsnt bas not requested a hearing within the 

thirty da:ya provided by Section 300.17 of the Rules of the 

Oonm:J ssion, this decision constitutes a tull and final disposi­

tion of this cl•'!m. 

June 25, 1952 




D:Ea>ARTMEm' OF STATE 

INTERNATIONAL CIAIMS COMMISSION 


OF THE UNITED STATES 


) 
In the Matter of the Claim of ) 

) 
) Docket No. Y-324 
) 

Under the Yugoslav Claims JAgreement ) Decision No. 29 
of 1948 and the International Claims ) 

Settlement Act or 1949 ). _______________________________) 

PROPOSED DECISION 

MARVEL, CHAIRMAN. This claim seeks the recovery of one-third 

of the value or property alleged to have been nationalized by the 

· Yugoslav Government in 1948, and also seeks the recovery of one-third 

or the rents issuing frcm said property, alleged to have been 

collected by the Yugoslav Government • . 

The claim is before this Camnission upon the proceeding of the 

Solicitor of the Canmission pursuant to Section .300.16 of the Hules 

of Practice and Procedure of the Camnjssion. 

The evidence before the Commission is that the claimant was 

adm:it'ed to United States citizenship by the United States District 

Court at Rew York 011 Februa.17 25, 1946 and therefore vas a citizen 

and naticwa•l or the United States in 1948, the alleged date ot 

natiaml~satian of the propert:r. 

The propert7 alleged to ha.Te been nationalised b7 the !\Jgoalav 

Clcwuu•mt 1•, according to Jaerican etend•rds, a five-story apart­

mrut Ma11, lw.tecl ia kgreb, Yugoalavia, being tvelw aetera lcma, 

-.atrr ..-Z.. kip, and twelTe aeter• vide, lnd.lt et staooo. 
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To be eligible to assert a claim against the fund established 

by the Yugoslav Claims Agreement of 1948, the nationalization of the 

property, subject of the claim, must have occurred between September 

1, 19.39 and July 19, 1948. In his Statement of Claim this clajmant 

asserts that the property was nationalized on September 10, 1948, 

which, if tnie, would take it outside of the tenns of the .Agreement 

above mentioned. 

By Article .3 of the Nationalization Law of April 28, 1948 

(Official Gazette No. 36 of April 29. 1948), all real property owned 

by foreign citizens, with certa},n exceptions, "is national~zed and 

PfiS§es µito State 9wer~ * * * on the day this Law becomeg 

effective." (Underscoring added.) In Article 5- of this law it is 

stated: "This law becanes effective when enacted by the People's 

Assembly of the FPRY. • In the "!'diet• prefacing the law it is stated 

that the Law is "enacted by the Federal Council, and the People's 

Council or the People1 s Assembly of the FPRY in its sessions of 

April 28, 1948.1 

The date of nationalization given by claimant is September 101 

1948, vhich is the date of the decision of the Municipal. P·eople1 s 

Ccnmittee at Zagreb. As to the legal effect of this decision, 

reference is made to Articles IV, V, and VII of the "Instructions 

for the Transfer of Ownership or laticmaJjzed RMJ Property of 

l'oreign. Citizens, Foreign Institutions or Foreign Private Persons and 

Lepl lntitiea.• (Qtfici@J <Mette lo. 53 of J:yne 231 191.8) Article 

IV proviclea tllat the Bl:ecuti'Ye Ca-ittee of the County or Cit7 

(S.0..1) h8ple• • Cc ·~ ttee shal J1 attar notice of tm existence at 

._....... pnpertf7, iDTell'tigate to detend.ne "whether the properl7 

1a aocordance v.l.tll the Iav ot April 28, 19'8. 

a.u... tM Ct dttee ••ltell 1•.u a clear•• vhich vill 

•llMtrt~ llaa 11••• •tit1rl:I•..• in aoeoNaaoe viiila 

.... -• •t4-l:J.•.. 
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the Law of April 28, 1948. llrticle V likewise refers to this 

"decision conf'inning the transfer of nationaljzed property into State 

ownership." And Article VII provides that the Local. Court shall 

record the ownership rights of tlB nationalized property on the basis 

of the Camnjttee•s decision "by which it was confirmed that the 

nationalized property bas passed into State ownership." (Underscor­

ing added.) 

Accordingly, we conclude that the real property of claim.ant was 

effectively nationalized on April 28, 1948, and that only a procedural 

action in the nature of a confinnation was carried out on September 

10, 1948. 

As this claimant is eligible to assert a claim against the fund 

established by the Yugoslav Claims Agreement of 1948, it is a question 

of detenn:Jnjng the value of this claim. Evidence before the 
• 

Canmjssion proves that the clajmant is the owner of one-third of the 

land and buildjng nationalized by the Yugoslav Government on.April 

28, 1948. As to the value of this one-third share, the Camnission has 

before it three expressions of opinion. An appraisal made by a Yugo­

slav expert places a value on this one-third share of $5 ,150. An 

appraisal made in 1948 for the purposes or insurance, placed a value 

on this one-third share of $6,666. The on-the-spot appraisal made by 

the Chief or the Field Branch, representing this Camnj ssion, placed a 

value on this one-third sha.1-e, as of the date o£ nationalization, ot 

17,333. After an examination of all the factors involved, the 

C1 1 Hlcm conclwiea that the value ot one-third of the land and 

MdJd'DI •tiaaa1:2sed b7 the Yugoal.av Gonrnment an April 28, 1948, is 

t.118 .. .t 1'1,333. 

4e w 1iM Jllrl al the al•:Jw vhicb relate• to rate allepd w 

...,. 111 IB oa1l.ee1;e4 bJ' \be 1'18ollJ.aT Galez i •t prior to .&pril 28, 

http:1'18ollJ.aT
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1948, the claimant has offered no proof in support thereof. Evidence, 

on the other hand, indicates that these rents were collected by one or 

cla~m8Jlt• s co-owners. In the absence of proof as to this item by the 

clajmsnt, it is denied in whole by the Camnission. 

An award will be made to this clajmant in the sum of $7,333. 

May 6, 1952 


