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FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION

OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20579

In 78 MaTrER or THE CLAIM OF

CleimNo. G-0322

ULYSSES S. GRANT
: Decision No. g-2590

Under the International Claims Settlement
Act of 1949, as amended

Counsel for Claimant: A James Jackson Caldwell, Esguire

Hearing on the Record held on MAR 18 1981

FINAL DECISION

This claim in the amount of $479;250.00 against the Govern-
ment of the German Democratic Republic, under Title VI of the L,N
International Claims Settlement Act of 1949, as amended by Public

Law 94-542 (90 Stat. 2509), is based upon the loss of a residence

. " . /\
located at 3A Cottbuser Strasse, Peitz, and land, improvements,
and a business located at 32 Muehlen Strasse, Cottbus, in the f?
German Democratic Republic, and a summer house at 2 Sloésensee, by

West Berlin.

By Proposéd.Décision:dated September 17, 1580, the Commission
denied this“cléimbih its“entirety and found that:  the claimangxff\
- had not_inhéfitédJan owneréhip intéréé£ in the villa at 33 Cottbﬁser_’
Strasse in'Peité; thch1aimant'had failed to establish‘that hé
, wés fhe 6wne£ or éﬁé¢eéso? in.interesf of an owner of the realv
probérty in Cottbﬁsvat Muehlen'strasse 32; and, because of its
‘»locatidn’in Westhérlin,vthe suﬁmer house at 2 Slossensee was outside

the scope of this program which is limited to claims for losses

that occurred in the German Democratic Republic or in East Berlin.
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Claimént objected to the findings of'the Proposed Decision
on the grQund that he questioned the validity of his mother's
will which left the villa at 3A Cottbuser'Strasse in Peitz to
another person. No other documentation‘or inforﬁatioh invsupport
of the objection has been received by the Commission. -

The Commission has reviewed the entire record herein, including
the claimant's'objectibn and the letter submitted_in support
thereof, and finds that, since the will in‘quéstion has been
probated in New York City, the record is insufficient to establish
that the claimant had an ownérship interes£ in the subject properties
whiéh was»nationélized, or otherwise taken by the German Democratic

Republic, as is-required for a'cléim to found compensable under
section 602 of the Act. |

The Commission therefofe affirms'its>préVious denial as its
Afinél determination on this claim.

Dated at Washinéton, D.C.

and entered as the Final
Decision of the Commission.

MAR 18 1981 JTTE T £ i
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Rlchard W. Yarborough, Chairman
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Francis L. Jung,éfﬁﬁf2%§26ner

Ralph W. Bherson, Commissioner

ThIS isa true and correct »
copy of the decision
-of the Commission which gfas entered as the final

dec1s1on on_____uAR_
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Execurive Dll“ctor
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FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION
OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20579

Ixn 2ae Marrer or tae Cranrt op

Claim No. G-0322
ULYSSES S. GRANT . |
I Decision No. @-2590

Under the International Claims Settlement
Act of 1949, as amended

PROPOSED DECISION

This claim in the amount of $479,250.00 against the Government
| of the German Democratic Republic, under Title VI of the Interna-
tional Claims Settlement Act of 1949, as amended by Public Law
94-542 (90 stat. 2509), is based upon the loss of a residence
located at 3A Cottbuser Strasse, Peitz, and land, improvements,
and a business located at 32 Mihlen Strasse, Cottbus, in the
German Democratic Republic, and a summer house at 2 Slossensee,
West Berlin.

The record indicates that claimant has been a United States
citizen since his birth in 1905.

Under sectibn 602, Title VI of the Act the Commission is
given jurisdiction as follows:

"The Commission shall receive and determine in
accordance with applicable substantive law, including
international law, the validity and amounts of claims
by nationals of the United States against the German
Democratic Republic for losses arising as a result of
the nationalization, expropriation, or other taking
of (or special measures directed against) property,
including any rights or interests therein, owned
wholly or partially, directly or indirectly, at the
time by nationals of the United States whether such

losses occurred in the German Democratic Republic or
in East Berlin. . ."
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As to the claim fér property located at 2 slossensee, Berlin,
this property is located in West Berlin. Pursuant to section 602
the Commission is only authorized to consider claims for losses
which occurred in the German Democratic Republic or in East
Berlin. For this reason, the claim for the property located at
Slossensee, Berlin, must be and hereby is denied.

A portion of this claim is for the loss of what is described
as a villa at 3A Cottbuser Strasse, Pietz. Claimant asserts that
this property was owned by his mother, Lorna Schrbter. Thé
record, including the resulté of .an independent investigation
conducted by the Commission's field office in the Federal Republic
of Germany, confirms that this property was owned by claimant's
mother. However, upon the death.of claimant's mother, by duly
probated will, claimant's mother left her interest in the proﬁérty
in Pietz to Dr. Walter Rosenthél, claimaht in claim number G-
2905. Although claimant, by letteré to the Commission, now
questions the validity of such will, the record is clear that
claimant was on notice of the contents of said will and of the
probate proceedings. Any question concerning the validity of
such a will was determined in those probate_proceedings which are
conclusive upon the Cémmission as to that issue. Therefore,
claimant did not inherit an interest in said property from his
mother and for that reasonbthis paft of the claim must be denied.

Finally, claim is made for a paiht-manufacturing plant ahd
other buildings'locaﬁed'at:32 Mlhlen Strasse, Cottbus. The
improvements upon said property, acco;ding to claimant, were
totally destroyeq‘durihg World War II. As to the land which
'rémained, claimant»has stated that the property was originally
owned as of 1919 by Max Schroeter and his brother prior to the
marriage in 1925 of Max SchroeterAand claiﬁant's mother. An
independent investigation by the Commission's field office in the
Federal Republic of Germany confirms that the property at Mihlen
Strasse 32 was oWned by Mr. Max Schroeter. Max Schroeter was

subsequently divorced from claimant's mother. No evidence has
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been submitted that claimant's mother evefracquired any interest
in this property, nor has any evidence been submitted, nor is
there reason to presume that ciaimant inherited any interest in
said property from his step-father, Max Schroeter. |

By letter dated January 15, 1980, claimant was informed of
this state of the.record and claimant was requested to forward
documentation or other evidence to establish that title to this
property was at any time transferred from Mr. Schroeter to claim-
ant's mother. No response has been received thereto. Therefore,
claimant.has not established nor has the independent investigation
of the Commission established that claimant was the owner Or suc-
cesscr in interest of an owner of the real property in.Cottbus at
Mtthlen Strasse 32, 'Thereforé, this part of the claim must be and
hereby is denied.‘ |

For the reasons set forth herein above, this claim, in its
entirety, must be and hereby is denied.

The Commission finds it unnecessary to make deterﬁinatioﬁs
with respect to other elements of this claim;

Dated at Washington, D.C. » |
and entered as the Proposed ﬁjﬁl,&/ww .

Decision of the Commission. - Richard W. Yarforough, Chalrman
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Fpaficis L. Jung, Cami Zfégf

NOTICE: Pursuant to the Regulations of the Commission, if no
objections are filed within 15 days after service or receipt of
notice of this Proposed Decision, the decision will be entered as
the Final Decision of the Commission upon the expiration of 30

days after such service or receipt of notice, unless the Commission
otherwise orders. (FCSC Reg., 45 C.F.R. 531.5 (e) and (g), as
amended. ) :
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