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FORelGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20579 

IN THE MATl'ER OF THE Ci.AlM OF 

JOHN D. SIMOS 
Claim No. Y2'" 0090 

Decision No. Y2- 149 

Under . the Yugoslav Cla;i.ms Agreement .of 1964 
and Title I of the International Claims 
Settlement Act of 1949, as amended 

PROPOSED DECISION 

This claim, in the amount of $1,500.00, is based upon the asserted 

ownership and loss of unimproved real property located in Bitol;:i, 

Macedonia, Yugoslavia, Claimant, JOHN D. SIMO~ has been a national of 

the United States since his naturalization on June 12, 1945. 

Under Section 4(a) of Title I of the International Claims Settlement 

Ae~ of; l949, as amend~d (64 Stat. 13 (1950), 22 U.S.C. §1623(a) (1958)), 

the Commission is given jurisdiction over claims of nationals of the 

United States included within the terms of the Yugoslav Claims Agreement 

of November 5, 1964, which provides, among other things: 

Article I . (a) The Government of Yugoslavia agress to 
pay, and the Government of the United States agrees to accept, 
the sum of $3,500~000 United States currency in full settle­
ment and discharge of all pecuniary claims of nationals of 
the United States, whether natural or juridical persons, _ 
against the Government of Yugoslavia, on account of the national­
ization and other taking of property and of rights and interests 
in and with respect to property which occurred between July 19, 
1948 and the date of this Agreement. 

Article II, The claims of nationals of the United States 
to which reference is made in Article I of this Agreement refer 
to claims which were owned by nationals of the United States on 
the date on which the property and rights and interests in antl' 
with respect to property on which they are based was nationalized 
or taken by the Government of Yugoslavia and on the date of this 
Agreement. (Agreement between the Government of the United States 
and the Government of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugo­
slavia Regarding Claims ' of United States Nationals, November 5, 
1964, which entered into force on January 20, 1965, 16 U.S.T. & 
o.I.A. 1965, T.I.A.s. No. 57SQ.,. (1964).) 
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__ The eviqence submitteq. by claimant in support of hi1:1 claim in~lude~: 

" 
'a certificat,e -0-f .title of owner.ship of .r~l property i ~sued by the DUt}'.ict 

Coul:,t fd.n Bit.ala, dated D.ecember ll, L9.4.~, and registeredi in Book II of the 

Books o.f . Owiaerstlip .,Certific~te& under, No. 634; a .qec.r¢-e of the F,;xp-topti,.·tion 

' Commi,ssion . o-f Bito la, , .da.te.d .July 26, · L95'1-; a .certi,f i\;ate! from ,. the mi:maget 

of the Bureau of Cadast~r of : Bi,.tola,-qated A\lgv.st 4, ~967; a c;lecree of , 

appointmient of tutor1:1hip 'for an aQe,~nt pet.son: by the Pop4lar C-ottnnitte~ of 

Bito la, dated May 18, 1953; an.d two decree,,$ of th~ District Cou;t of B,itota, 

dated September 30, ~95~, and March 27, 19?7. 
- ' : ; :' - ~ 

Based upon the evi4ence o~ record, the 'commhfi!ion finqs tha~ clAim~ll'\t{ 
- - - <·, . ... : · • \ 

was the ow!'.ler of cer#~iri _u-U'improVed reai property locateq in Bitol~, 

;?1.acE'.doni~, consisting o~ 1 hectare, 07 ar~s, and 92 sq~are meter~ of land" 

x.egiste;i:.e-d in Book II of the Boo-ks· of iOwner·ship, C~rtUic.;1tesk und~·r' ttu~- : 
- ~ : . : -~ ,' --~ ~ 

be:r 634 on July 26, 19:.S,l, when the property was taken ·by decree of the 

Bitola Expropriating Cqmmission, decree no. 12519/51. 

Although an offer of compensation in the amount of 152,625 dinad or 

$254.00 was made in 1956, the evidence of record indicates that this sum 

is inadequate when coII!p~red to the true value of the property and that 

claimant refused to accept such an award. 

The Commission has conside:red the econolllic conditions which exist~d 

in Yugoslavia after World War II incluqing the fluctuations in the value 

o;f the currency and t:he 1;1i9torted pr.~ces of a 11 cq'IIIJl1o4ities, goods and 

re,al esta~e. In the Claim of Alexis G. Bacic, Claim No. Y2-0522, Deci­

sion No, Y2-i, the· Coxpmis.sion concluded that the ptewar (1938-39) values 

reflect a bette:r basis £qr . the appraisal of property and would be con­

siqered as the point of reference for valuation purposes; and that prewar : 
:· . -~ 

dinars shall be conv~rted into United States dollars ~~':'°dfo official :rate 

of exchange of 44 dinars for $1.00. 
, ' .. .. 

In arriving at t:he v1=1lue of this propetty, the Commission h~s considered 
:" " . 

cl~imant's evaluation and qescription anq the 1940 purchf,lse price of 

42,090 dinars. On the basis of all evidence of record, including values of 

1:1imUar properties. fo Yugo~l~v~a, i;he Co~iss;i.on find~ th.;1t at the time o~ 

lou the property hC!Jd a val1.fe of $1,431.82 and conclqqes that claimant is 
;· . . •· 'f ·' . 

entitled to an awarq lfnder th~ Agteement in' that .amount. 
Y2-.0090 
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The Cannni.s.sion. ha.s de.cided that in granting awards on claims under 


the Yug.os.lav.C.lai.Jns Agreement o.f 1964, int.erest sh~ll be allowed ~t the 


rate of .6% per . annum from the date of loss to January 20, 1965, the date 


· on ·whi<:i-h.. the-c·Agreemet).t en.t .eted... into · force -and effect. (See the· C.1a-im 

of Alexis G. Bacic, (supra))~ Accordingly, the amount of the awa~d will b,t 

incre~sed to that extent!;. 

AWARD 

An award hhereby made to JOHN D. SIMOS in the principal amount of 

One ThC:.iusand Four Hundred Thirty-One DoHars and Eighty ...Two Cents ($1,43i.82), 

with interest thereon at 6% per annum from July 26, 1951 to January 20, 1965, 

the date . on..which the. .Yug.oslav. Claima..Agreement enter.ad into force, in the .. 

.. . .s.um .of . One. 'Xho.i+s~.tld . One. .HunQ.r.e.cl .Fi.fty,,Ei.ght .. Elollar,s , .and .Thir.t,y,..F.out. Cent.s 

($1,158.3~). 

Dated at Washington., l>. C. 

cind enter~d as .the Proposed 

Decision of the Commission 


ard D. Re, Chairman 

Theodore Jaffe, Co 

LaVern R. Dilweg, Commissioner 

NOTICE: Pursuant to the Regulations of the Commission, if no objections 
are filed within 15 d~ys after service or receipt of notice .of this 
Proposed Deci,siOn, the Decision will be entered as the Final Decision of 
the C~ission upon the expiration of 30 days after such service or 
receipt o~ notice, unless the Commission otherwise orders. (FCSC Reg., 
45 C.F.R. §531.5(e) and (g) as amended, 32 Fed. Reg. 412-1.3 (1967).) 
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