
FOREIGN CLAIMS SETT~.EMENT COMMISSION 
OF THE UNITEP STATES 

WASHINGTON, p.c. 20579 

IN THE MATTER OF THE CLAIM OF 

:RUZl'.CA FEREPiiOTO~GV 
ANKA S0UBB©TITCH 
KATA.RINA Aw,J:l;I;C 

Under the Yugoslav Claims Agreement of 1964 
and Title I of the Inteniational Claims 
Settlement Act of 1949, as amended , 

C0uns~l for Claima.ntf3; C0udert Brothers 

l?R0POSED DECISION 

.These claims in i;;he aggresate anwunt 0f $45,000.00 aJ:1e based up0n 

the asserted, jaint ewne:rsb.:l.p and l~ss of :Lmpr0ved.real :pre]>E!rt;y 1,0cated 

in Belgrade, Yug0sla'V'ia. Claimants, ~other and two daughters, have been 

nationals 0f the United States since their naturalization on the follow­

ing d~tes: 

RUZICA PEREPL©TCF.QXOV, daughte:r A:pril 13, 1953 

AN.KA. SOUBBOTITCH nee GODJ'EVAC, mother ~ebrua.ry 4, 1952 

KAo:1.A..'RINAANTIC, c!a~pter June 15, 1953 

Under Secti0n 4(~) 0;t' the J::n:ber:national Claims Settlement Act of 1949, 

as a.mended (G4 Stat. 13 (1950),, 22 u.s.c. 131623(a.) (1958)), the C©mmission 

is given jurisdiction. over cla;i,ms 0f nati0nals 0f the United States in­

clu.dea;;within the terms 0f the Yugoslav Claims Agreement of November 5, 

1964,, a11d theC0mmission is directed t0 apply the foll0wing in the f'ollow­

ingo;rder; 

(1) The pr0visi0ns 0f the applicable claims 
a.g;oeexn.ent as pr0v:Lded in this subsection; and 
(2) the a]>:pµ.cab le ;principles of international law, 
justice and eqtdty . 

.Among othe;r, things, the Agreement :provides as f0ll0ws: 

Article I. {a) The G0vermnent 0i Yugosla.via ,agrees 
to :pay and t)le Government of the United States agrees to 
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accept, the sum of $3,500,000 United States curr~ncy in 
full settlement ~nd discha,.rge of all pecuniary claims of 
nationals of the United States, whether natu,ral or juri ­
dical persons, against the Government of Yugoslavia, on 
account of the nationalization and other taking of prop­
erty and of rights and interests in and with respect to 
property which occurred between July 19, 1948 and the 
date of this Agreement. 

. . . . 
Article II. The claims of nationals of the United 

States to which reference is ma.de in Article I of the 
Agreement refer to claims which were owned by nationals 
of the United States on the date on which the property 
and rights and interests in and, with respect to property 
on which they are based was nationalized or taken by the 
Government of Yugoslavia and on the date of the Agreement, 
(Agreement between the Government of the United States and 
the Government of the Socialist Federal Republic of Y}!So­
slavia Re ardi Claims- of the United States Natio als 
November 5, 19 , which entered into force on January 20,. 
1965, 16 u.s.T. &O.I.A. 1965, T.I.A.S. No. 5750 (1964).) 

The eV'idence presented by the clailll8tnts shows that i:n 1936 Dr. Anka 

Godjevac (now .Anka. Soubbotitch) was the t?Ole owner of improved real ;property 

located at No. 3 4etska Street in Be1gra.de, recorded in Liber No. 696 of the 

cade.stral district of Belg!lade I, consisting o;f' a land parcel numbered 1566, 

measuring 267.10 square meters, on which was standing an aps,rtment building. 

This apartment building, erected in 1936, consisted of a cellar, grou..~d 

floor, and th;riee floors above the ground :floor. 

The cla;i.ma.nts state that each of them beca..me the undivided co-om1.er of 

a ol1e-third interest in the pro~rty 'because Anka Soubbotitoh nee GodJ~vac 

conveyed a one-tllird interest to each of her two dau,ghters. The evidence 

before the Commission shows that Anka Soubbotitc~ on March 8, 1941 executed 

a :power of attop;ney be:f'ore the Y'l,lgos1av Consulate General in London, author­

izing her two daughters to transfer to themselves ownership of the subject 

property and to enter a:ppro:priate J;eaordso:f such transfers in the land 

books. 

However, an extract from the land books dated November 20, 1959 and 

subsequent docwnenta.tion, indicates that the two daughters failed to . 
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exercise the authority given to them by their mother. As a result, the 

property re~ined recorded in tbe name of Anka Godjeve.c up to the time of 

m~.tionalization of the )?::i:t~e?1ty, Even after nationa.lizat;tcm, Ank.a Soubbo­

titch nee Godjeva.c filed with the Yugoslav a~thorities certain appliGatio~s 

as the EiOle owner of tbe ;property, r(:3que~t:t.ng partial exenr,ption froin nation­

aliza.tion,. 

T:he Commission, therefore, c::oncludes that Ruzica Pereplotchikov and 

Katarina. Antic fa.:f,.led to establish that they ac<;J,uired any J;>roprietary 

interest :i,n tbe pI'aperty, 

Acco!'dingly, claim No. y2 ...1733 of Ruzica Pereplotchik.ov and claim 

No. Y2-1735 of ~ta.rina Antic are hereby denied. 

'l1he record sb.ows tp,a:b the subject property was nat:t,onalized. by the 

Government of Yu.goslav:ta on November 21, 1960 by virtue of a decision issued 

by the l\l'ationalization Comndss;i.on ;f'or the Old City of Belgrade, No. 709/50, 

pm·suant to the Law on Nationalization on Buildings for Rent and Building 

Ip-'i:;s of December 26, 1958 (Sl. Lis~. (I;-y.gosla11"'1al~ No. 52, Item 890, Decem­

ber 31, 1958). Certa~n mortgages encu,mpering the property in tne aggregate 

a.mou.:n.t of 460,000 dina.!'s_, all d,ue to the State Mortgage Bank, were simulta­

neously cancelled. Exempted from nationalization and left in the ownership 

of the claill$.nt Anka Soubbotitch nee Godjevac were two apa.r+...ments - (1) one 

cori,s1sting of three rooxns, kitchen, closet, entra.~ce and bathroom; and 

(2) one consisting of one room, kitchen, closet, entrance and bathroom. 

Claimants s~bmitted a detailed description of the property and improve­

ments) and 13.n a:f'fid,avit dated February 1, 1956, executed by Karlo Sa..."ltich, 

an engineer, residing in New York City, wb,o stated that the property had a 

~rewar value of 1,721,616 dinars, and that in 1954 the property was worth 

$50,000~oo. ciaimants also submitted an affidavit dated August 8, 1967, 

execute& by Miodrag Na1da.novich, a civil engineering designer of New York 

City, who stated, on the basis of the b~ueprints a...~d construction plans for 
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the b\U.l<'U.ne;, t:tiat the b\1.l;ld;i.ng lot upon whicn tb,e apa,rtm~nt house was 

erected, had an area of 265 sq~re :m.ete:i;-s a,ndt~a.t the total ~a.'ble dweJ.J.,ing 

area had a surface 9f 11o4 sq.ua.re rne>te;vs. ?:ncluded in the 1104 squa:i;ie 

meters are 128 square meters of 1.U!!able dwelling spaoe of the two apartments 

exempted from nationaliza~ion. 

The Commission ha~ given eareful con$ideration to the doavunentation 

subll4.tted by the cl~~t; the fact that the property is loqa.ted close 

to the cente:r o:f'the city Of !el.grade, e.nd thS,t the bui:J.di;n.g was el;'ected 

in 1936; apd info~tion ava.ilab~e to the CoilUQ.i~sion concernin~ the value 

o~ apartment hou~es sim.ile.r to that which is the subject of this cJ.aim. 

The Coxru:rtj.ssion has decided that the prewar (1938-1939) values reflect a 

better basis for th~ appraisal. ot p~o~erty and aJ;>e to be considered as the 

point of reference for ve.J.u~tion pu:rposes; that depreciation of the build­

ings during and af~er the war was la,rgely set off by appreciation of real 

estate values after Worid War II; and that the prewar dinar currency shall 

be converted into United States currency at the rate of 44 dinars for $1.00. 

(See Claim of Al,exif! G., Ba:c;c, CJ.,a:i,?n No. Y2-0522.) 

Based upon the entire record, the Commission f:i,.nds that at the time 

of nationalization, the land in quest;ton measuring 265 square meters ha.d. 

a value Of 1,320 prewar dinars per squa:J;'e meter, or 349,800 prewar dinars; 

and that the building had a value of 11 000 dinars per square meter of usable 

dwelling space, or l,lo4,ooo dinars for the useful building area of 11 lo4 

square meters. Accordingly, the Commission finds that at the time of 

nationali~ation the value of the subject property was 1,453,800 dinars 

expressed i~ prewar dina.r currency, or $33,o40.91. 

Paragraph 3 Of the Inte!lpretative Minute to the Yugoslav Claims Agree~ 

ment Of 1964 provides the following: 

Rights and interests in and with respect to prop­
erties WAiah a.+>e mortg13.$ed or otherwise encumbered by 
an owner or the owners thereof are covered and settled 
by this Agreement for the a.mo'l.U').t of the equity or value 
remaining aft~r deduction of the principal a.mount of 
~ucb mqrt~a$e or other encumbrance. 
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The laud records show, as stated above, that the property was encumbered 

with mortgages in the ag~regate ~o"Unt of 460,000 dinars in favor of the 

State Mortgage Bank in Belgrade. However, c1ai:me,...~t submitted a certificate 

dated February 18, 19~4 by the National Bank of Yugoslavia. in Belgrade, which 

states that on October 19, 1943 all mortgages on the property owned by 

Dr. Anka M. Godjevac at No. 3 Zetska $treet in Belgrade were fully paid and 

satisfied. Consequently, no deductions are hereby ;made for the mortgages 

i:'l questio:q.. 

Paragraph 2 of the Interpretative Minute to the Yugoslav Olainis Agree­

ment of 1964 provides as follows: 

Properties or parts thereof which have been exempted 
:E'rom nationalization or other taking by the Government of 
Yugoslavia in accordance with the laws of Yugos1avia are 
riot covered or settled by this Agreement. 

The two apartments exempted in favor of claimant Anka Soubbotitch have 

a useful dwelling space of 128 square meters. The Commission is aware that 

t:'?.e e.xempted a;partments under the laws and regulations prevailing in Yu.go­

slavia cannot be used by the claimant as long as they are occupied by tenants 

and. that she ha.s no control over the selection of present or future tenants 

~or has she any means to evict the tenants, except "Under extraordinary cir-

cumsta~1ces not present here. The income from rent is negligible a...~d the 

circu:.'USte.nces indicate that such i~come is used a:UUost in its entirety by 

th(e local hou..sing authorities for the ;payme:'lt of taxes a."ld for continuing 

!'epairs. The cla..ima..11t, a resident of the United States, obviously does not 

use the exempted apartments and their value to the claima...~t is a fraction 

of the value which the apa.rtments would be worth, if the owner had the rigt.t 

to use them. A sale of the occupied a}?a:!:'tments is practicable to a ve?:"j 

limited extent only and the ~roceeds of a sale, if arry, would a.mount to a 

fraction of the sales price for unoccupied apartments free for the use of 

the owner. Based upon Commission information concerning sales transactions 
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concluded in Yugosla.via, the Co:rnmiss~on finds that this type of occu;pied 

apart.me~t h8.d a market value of twenty-five per cent (25%) of a free apart­

ment evaluated in prewar dinars. As stated above, the Co:mmission finds the 

va.lue of the subject building to be J., 000 prewar dinars per S([<la;re meter ·of 

u.sable a.welling space. :S:owever, in view Qf the foregoing, the Commission 

finds that, at the time of nationalization, the exempted apartments measur­

ing 128 squ.are meters had a value of 250 prewar dinia.:t•s (25% o;f i, 000 prewar 

d:!.r1ars) per square meter of use.'ble dwelling space, or 32, 000 prewar dinars 

~o? the t-"wo exempt~d apartm~nts. At the exchange rate of 44 : 1, tb.is a.mount 

i~ United States currency is $127.27. 

As a result, the value of claimant's interest in the nationalized 

property is • • • • . . . . . $ 33,040.91 

less value of exempted apartments • . . . . . . . 727.21 
Net value after exemptions • . . $ 32,313 .64 

The Commission, therefore, concludes that cla:I.ma.nt .A_l'q[A SOL"BBOTITCH 

is er-titled to a:.~ award in the principal amount of $32,313.64. 

~~~e Commission has decided that in granting awards on claims under 

the Yti.goslav Claims Agreement of 1964, interest shall be allowed at the 

rate of 6% per a.."'L.~um. from the date of loss, November 21, 1960, to 

Ja':~ue:r.:y 20, 1965, the dat.e 0:'.2 which the Ag-.L'eeme:::-:.t entered iJ;J.to force a::l.d 

eff<:::c:;. (See the Claim of Alexis G. :Bac::.q__, Clai:n No. Y2-0522.) Accorli::-~ly, 

t~e a.mount of the award -wlll be increased to that extent. 
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AW A RD 

An·award is hereby ~de to ANKA SOUBBOTITCH in the ;princi:pa.l amount of 

Thirty-two Thousa.nd Three Hundred Thirteen Dollars a.nd Sixty-four Cents 

( $32,313 .64) "4th interest thereon at 6% per an..YJ.um from November 21, 1960, 

the date of loss, to Ja.nua.ry20, 1965, the date on which tneYugoslav. Claims 

Agreement entered into foroe, in the s'Ulll of Eight Tb,ousa.nd Seventy-two 

Dollars a.nd Ninety-two Cents ($8,072.92). 

Dated at Washington, D. c. 
and entered as the Proposed 
Decision of' the Commission 

'FEB 7. m 


· C ait311Ed~· .. , .. ,· e, .. . .• .Jli . 
. . . /Y ~' .. . .. . . d~ .. .. . :. . . 

. . - . 

Theodore Jaf'fe, Commissioner 

·_;.,· :. ... 

NOTICE: Pursuant to the Regul&tions of the Commission, if no objections 
are filed within 15 days after service or receipt of notice of this Pro­
posed Decision, the Decision will be entered as the Final Decision of the 
Commission upon the expiration of 30 days af'ter such service or receipt 
of notice, unless the Commission otherwise orders. (FCSC Reg., 45 C.F.R. 
~531.5(e) a.nd {g) as amended, 32 Fed. Reg •. 412-13 (1967).) 
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